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HOBSON�S CHOICE
Hobson�s choice is a charming,

but infrequently heard, colloquial-
ism that can be found in most ety-
mology books and dictionaries. We
would have featured this figure of
speech sooner, but thought it was,
perhaps, too esoteric (known by just
a few). That was before we heard
Secretary of the Treasury James Baker
use this expression in a recent Sun-
day morning television interview.

A Hobson�s choice is defined as
�an apparently real choice that offers
no real alternative.�

It resulted from the curious prac-
tice of one Thomas Hobson (1544-
1631), who operated a leading stable
in Cambridge, England. Since
Hobson was very concerned about
the welfare of his horses, he estab-
lished a strict rotation rule wherein
the freshest horse in the stable was
continuously moved towards the door
of the barn. When a horse reached
the stall nearest the front door, he
automatically became the next horse
for hire and the only choice available
to the customer.

Although Hobson�s refusal to
�horse around� may appear to have
ignored his customer�s equine pref-
erences, most did not complain, likely
because they realized that they too
benefited by this scheme in the long
run.

Resident Pleads for Use of Noise
Deterrents to Rid Street of Birds

When our family moved into Scotch
Plains three years ago, we were greeted
by over 60 dead or decaying grackles and
starlings littering our lawn. Each July
more than 5,000 birds come to roost in a
concentrated four-home area in our neigh-
borhood.

Before eventually moving on in mid-
October, the birds wreak havoc in our
neighborhood by generating more noise,
stench and droppings than a reasonable
person can imagine. Welcome to Scotch
Plains.

We are held prisoners in our own
home each summer by these birds; my
child cannot play in our yard and we are
prohibited from enjoying our yard with
friends in the beautiful weather. Friends
and family have refused to visit because
they are afraid the bird droppings will
make their children sick. We are, too.

For three years a group of neighbors
have begged our Township Council for
assistance in eliminating this health haz-
ard. We researched, studied, learned and
interviewed so much about these birds
it�s almost embarrassing.

Last year the council sponsored an
effort by the United States Department of
Agriculture to accelerate the migration of
the birds with harmless noise makers.

While it was initially effective, the coun-
cil let us down when they received a few
phone calls about the noise and the birds
returned to ruin another summer.

Today we continue to plead with the
council to sponsor a more wide-spread
effort to accelerate the flock�s migration.
I now realize they are putting forth a
courtesy effort with no real dedication to
resolve the problem.

The slightest concern voiced by a few
unaffected, uneducated individuals have
made the council cower and I am left
wondering how I can ever keep my child
safe and healthy for another toxic summer.

The problem � voluminous toxic bird
droppings and dead birds polluting our
neighborhood. The solution � wide spread
harmless noise deterrents for an hour a
day for fewer than 10 days. An easy,
painless way to resolve a serious health
risk to the children of our town. After
three years of begging, it�s time to fix the
problem Scotch Plains.

Please don�t wait until you allow a
child to get sick � or worse � from a
known health hazard which has been
pushed off. We can�t afford the lawsuit;
our taxes are high enough.

Stephanie Jacobus
Scotch Plains

Councilman Goldman Counters Letter
On Town Charter Amendment Issue

In your issue of July 1, Robert Cockren,
Chairman of the Westfield Republican
Committee, wrote regarding an issue
which I have been promoting since last
year: amending the Town Charter to
change the terms of the mayor and mem-
bers of the Town Council from two years
to four years.

This idea has been discussed by the
Law and Rules Committee, which I chair,
and then by the entire Town Council at
several open meetings. Mr. Cockren was
not present at any of these meetings.

Instead of discussing my proposals,
Mr. Cockren chose to attack me person-
ally and mischaracterize everything that
I have said on the matter. Rather than
respond to the personal attack, I prefer to
discuss the issue among my colleagues
on the council and the citizens I repre-
sent.

Contrary to what Mr. Cockren wrote,
I am receptive to variations of my propos-
als, including three-year terms.

As an elected official of Westfield, I
want to accomplish good things for the

town. Democrats and Republicans work-
ing together on the Town Council for the
past several years have accomplished
much.

However, there are always many items
on our plate, and I believe that the Town
Council would function more efficiently
and effectively if one-half of its members
did not have to focus on an election each
year.

Ironically, one proposal set forth in
Mr. Cockren�s letter, which I would
readily support � that a referendum be
put to the voters regarding the proposed
change to the Charter � has already
been rejected by the five members of Mr.
Cockren�s party who currently serve on
the council. Perhaps now they will re-
consider their stance.

Let the residents of Westfield decide
if they want to maintain the ways of the
past or to try something different that
would improve our local governments of
the future.

Lawrence A. Goldman
Fourth Ward Councilman

Westfield

Has Council Looked at Health Risks
Of Spraying to Solve �Bird Problem�?
Editor�s Note: The following letter

was received too late to make the July 1
issue and is thus being published after
the Scotch Plains Township Council met
Tuesday night.

*  *  *  *  *
It is my understanding that the Scotch

Plains Township Council was to meet on
July 6 to consider whether to spray a
chemical agent known (commercially)
as Re-Jex IT TP40 in the Shackamaxon
area as a �solution� to the so-called �bird
problem.�

The principal chemical ingredient of
this spray, Dimethyl Anthranilate, is clas-
sified by the United States Food and
Drug Administration as a Generally Rec-
ognized As Safe (GRAS) material.

However, according to Betty Bridges,
a registered nurse, who runs the
Fragranced Products Information Net-
work (Web site: www.Ameliaw.com/
fpin/fpin), �The GRAS status is desig-

nated for substances considered safe in
foods.

No testing is required for other routes
of entry into the body other than in foods.
Substances then may be safe for inges-
tion may not be safe for inhalation. In
many industries GRAS status is consid-
ered a blanket statement of the safety of
a substance even though there has been
little testing in other routes of exposure.�

In light of Nurse Bridge�s assertion, it
is interesting to note that Bedoukian
Research, Inc. of Danbury, Connecticut,
an independent manufacturer of aroma
and flavor ingredients (Web site:
www.bedoukian.com), records on their
material safety data sheet that Dimethyl
Anthranilate must be labeled with two
precautionary statements: (1) �May be
irritating to skin and eyes� and (2) �May
cause dermatitis after skin contact in
sunlight.�

These are interesting findings, to say
the least, available to anyone with a
computer and a half-hour of spare time.

Was the township aware of these facts?
If not, why not?

Dr. Joseph M. Felser
Scotch Plains

Need for Blood Donors Increases
As Supply Drops During Summer

The supply of donated blood is criti-
cally low. Summer vacation time is an
annual nightmare for blood banks as
their supply runs dry.

People with life threatening condi-
tions urgently requiring blood include:
those awaiting surgery, cancer patients,
accident and burn victims, and those
suffering from blood disorders that re-
quire frequent transfusions, such as he-
mophiliacs.

As life expectancy rises, our aging
population�s need for blood is also
rising. Ironically, as the need in-
creases, the volume of donated blood
is steadily diminishing. Unless this
trend is reversed it is estimated that
the available supply will be zero within

two or three years.
We all have busy schedules and time

is precious. But if you are healthy and
can assist those in need by giving �The
Gift of Life� the satisfying state of eu-
phoria is well worth the effort. Some
volunteers donate every eight weeks but
they need your help.

For information regarding where and
when to donate, please telephone the
Blood Center of New Jersey at (800)
256-6365, New Jersey Hospital Associa-
tion at (888) BLOOD88, NJ Blood Ser-
vices at (732) 220-7070 or (732) 220-
7000, American Red Cross at (908) 353-
2500 or your local hospital.

Maurice Fenichel
Fanwood

Letters to the Editor

Instead of Blue Machine, Hasn�t Town
Heard of Using Inexpensive Brooms?
That was a nice picture of the town�s

new toy � the �Blue Machine.� I have
had occasion to see, hear, and smell it in
action, as well as its brother sit-down
model.

It is well named, not only for the bright
and shiny paint work, but also for the
blue plume of exhaust it exudes, leading
to the blue face of the hapless passerby as
he chokes and coughs and tries to grab
some fresh air as he falls to the pave-
ment, but no one can hear what he�s
asking for because of the noise produced
by that pretty �Blue Machine.�

Okay, I exaggerate � a little. But, hey,
that�s some of my tax money and I really

feel it�s been misspent. Anyone heard of
brooms?

Now we�re going to have to spend
even more money on ear protective gear
and gas masks for the machine operators,
if we�re at all concerned for their health
and well being.

Think of brooms again -� not only
quiet, non-polluting, made from renew-
able resources, and efficient (not to men-
tion inexpensive), but healthy for the
operators. What a concept.

Ah, well � guess I just needed to clear
the air.

Doris V. Jackson
Westfield

Brunner School Parents Appreciate
Hard Work of Teacher and Aide

Editor�s Note: The following letter
was signed by 26 parents of the Pre-
Kindergarten program at Brunner El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains. Due
to space limitations the names have not
been included in the signature portion of
the letter.

*  *  *  *  *
The parents of Bernadette Hoyer�s

Pre-K/TipTop class at Brunner School
want to say thank you. Mrs. Hoyer and
her aide, Christine Cahill, leave no op-
portunity for an enriching learning expe-

rience unexplored. Our kids loved the
warm affection and stimulating curricu-
lum that this team worked so hard to
meticulously plan and carry out.

From a wonderful garden to a week-
long celebration of Dr. Seuss (complete
with each child in his/her own �Cat in the
Hat� hat). From a tent filled with live
butterflies to a day celebrating each color,
Mrs. Hoyer and Mrs. Cahill go above and
beyond the call of duty every single day.

Brunner Elementary School
Pre-Kingarten Parents

Fanwood

Ginger Hardwick�s BOE Resignation
Is a Loss for Children; Community

The loss of Ginger Hardwick on the
Westfield Board of Education is a loss
for all our children.

It was evident when she first ran that
she was popular. She won more votes
that most all others combined. She
worked hard for our children and I am
sure she did not want to leave.

We will miss her within the school
community, but I am sure she would not

let the parents down if there were a
problem.

We must now wish Ginger the best of
luck and support her in her new venture.

Good luck and God bless you and your
family, Ginger. And thank you for what
you have done.

Greg Ryan
Westfield
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Ambitious Plan to Upgrade County Parks
Needed for Safety, Quality of Life Issues

The Union County Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment unveiled an ambitious plan last week to up-
grade the county�s 26 parks including Echo Lake
Park in Westfield and Mountainside and Nomahegan
Park in Cranford, as well as the Watchung Reserva-
tion, the largest park in the county system.

The $46 million plan calls for improvements, as
well as land acquisitions, to bring back the parks
system to its previous grandeur. The plan will be
implemented over the course of 10 years. The cost
of the work will be paid for through grants and loans
from the New Jersey Green Acres program and
through the establishment of a county open space
fund, the latter of which would require voter ap-
proval. If approved, a tax dedicating funds directly
to county parks and recreation facilities, along with
future land acquisitions, would be created. Increased
funding in the parks departments� annual budgets is
also proposed for new equipment and a more effi-
cient parks system.

The plan includes annual tree maintenance in all
the parks, additional picnic areas and repairs to
existing picnic grounds, replacement of concrete
walls around some of the county lakes, additional
landscaping and flower beds in some locations,
upgrades to restroom facilities and existing recre-
ational areas such as handball and basketball courts
and fitness trails, as well as the Trap and Skeet
range in Cranford.

Using the most advanced technology available
today, parks officials, working with a private consult-
ing firm, have provided a full complement of county
parks maps which have been updated in computer-
ized form utilizing aerial photography to provide a
comprehensive document. Thus, any time additional
features are added to any of the county parks, they
can be updated on computer and printed out on an
engineer�s plotter using various scales and colors.

The Union County Parks System was designed by
Frederick Law Olmsted, who developed the plans
for Central Park in New York City, as well as park
systems in Essex County and Boston. The parks
were operated up until 1978 by the Union County
Parks Commission. Upon the establishment of the
County Manager form of government, that system
was abolished and a Department of Parks and
Recreation was created.

The New Jersey Comprehensive Outdoor Recre-
ation Plan calls for a minimum of 7 percent of
county land to be dedicated to open space and
recreation. Union County, with 5,574 acres (the
Watchung Reservation takes up 2,000 acres alone),
stands at 8.4 percent. Total municipal park land

throughout the county stands at 1,006 acres, or 1.5
percent, of the open space inventory, or half the
amount recommended by the state.

Prior to the official release to the public of the
�Open Space & Recreation Element� of the Union
County Master Plan at last week�s freeholders�
meeting, the county had moved forward with plans
to improve both the environmental function and
aesthetics, not to mention the usability, of the 30
county-owned lakes. Dredging will begin soon at
Lake Surprise in the Watchung Reservation. An-
other 11 lakes, beginning with Echo Lake, will be
dredged once the work at Surprise Lake is com-
pleted.

We suggest that the county invest in some sort of
filtration system to ensure that our lakes do not get
in such poor condition again. Also, fitness trails at
our parks should be repaired and paved every few
years.

The release of the Open Space report follows on
the heels of the Freeholders� �Pocket Parks� pro-
gram which, introduced last year, is aimed at up-
grading existing county and municipal parks, as
well as acquiring additional land to create more
parks. The county, in fact, just closed last week on
the purchase of undeveloped land across from Kean
University in Union which will be added to the
county parks system.

The plan to upgrade our county parks is long
overdue. Anyone visiting Echo Lake, for instance,
will notice the disgusting condition of the lake as
well as the walking and jogging trails, not to men-
tion the dreaded condition of the picnic tables and
picnic areas. Our parks and recreational areas,
whether it be at the state, county or municipal level,
need to be regularly maintained. After all, they are
at the core of our natural resources.

Better scheduling of organized sports leagues
needs to be accomplished on our ballfields to meet
the rising popularity of these leagues.

As part of the recommended land acquisitions, we
applaud the proposal to purchase the 10-acre Donato
property in Scotch Plains and Watchung. Just last
year, a townhouse development had been proposed
for 7.7 acres between Meadow Street and Union
Avenue in the township. The county is interested in
using the land as a link to the Watchung Reserva-
tion. Nearly 95 acres, in total, is proposed for
acquisition by the county.

With the ever-increasing number of persons using
our parks and playgrounds, keeping recreational
facilities up to par is not only a quality of life issue
but one of public safety for children and adults alike.

Grant Program Set to Bring
New Life to Our Downtowns

FROM THE FREEHOLDER CHAIRMAN'S DESKFROM THE FREEHOLDER CHAIRMAN'S DESKFROM THE FREEHOLDER CHAIRMAN'S DESKFROM THE FREEHOLDER CHAIRMAN'S DESKFROM THE FREEHOLDER CHAIRMAN'S DESK

By NICHOLAS P. SCUTARI

By helping to revitalize this county�s
downtown areas, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is invest-
ing in new jobs, economic development
and a better quality of life for this
county�s residents.

That�s because small businesses, the
type we find in our downtowns, make
up two-thirds of the new jobs in this
country, and represent almost 40 per-
cent of the nation�s gross domestic prod-
uct.

They provide opportunities for entre-
preneurs and for people entering the job
market and in many municipalities, they
represent the town�s major source of
revenues after property taxes.

But beyond the dollars and cents, a
downtown shopping area is in many
ways the heart of a community. It�s
where people congregate, shop, meet
for coffee and discuss local activities. A
community�s business district says a lot
about its priorities, resources and char-
acter.

When I became Chairman of the Free-
holder Board earlier this year, I worked
with the board and with County Man-
ager Michael J. Lapolla to develop the
�Downtown Union County� program.

This $5 million grant program pro-
vides funding to help municipalities
revitalize their downtown shopping dis-
tricts. Towns or downtown agencies
were given the opportunity to apply for
grants for street-level improvements like
brick pavers, new lighting, benches and
planters.

Municipalities had the opportunity to
work with developers and builders to
renovate abandoned or dilapidated
buildings in a downtown business dis-
trict.

These grants should act as catalysts,
spurring new growth in neglected areas
and bringing investment by other enti-
ties into a town�s business district. They
come at a good time for small businesses
in our business districts.

In many municipalities, we have seen
downtown shopping districts undergo a
renaissance in the past five years, as
consumers head downtown, rather than
to malls or highway stores, to shop. For
some municipalities, a small push is all
that is needed.

This is just one of the programs that
the County of Union has developed to
improve business and opportunities in
our shopping districts. Beginning in
April, the county will be sending super-
vised inmate labor crews to parks, down-
towns, highways and roadways to pick
up litter and debris.

In particular, these crews will focus
their attention on the highways, rail
lines and roadways that are the �gate-
ways� to our downtown shopping dis-
tricts.

Investing in parks and recreational

areas also helps our downtowns by beau-
tifying the �gateways� into many com-
munities.

Transportation is a crucial part of
encouraging economic development. We
are helping municipalities to develop
plans to use their roads and railways
more efficiency. To help improve the
flow of traffic throughout the county,
we invested in major intersection im-
provements to county roads in Union,
Springfield, New Providence and
Plainfield and we developed a grant
program for municipalities along the NJ
Transit rail lines and along Routes 1&9.

To help them better utilize transporta-
tion resources like rail stations and ac-
cess to major highways. We also helped
fund studies of the South Avenue Corri-
dor and Route 22 to develop methods of
better traffic flow and greater efficiency.

These investments come at just the
right time for this region�s downtown
areas. Less than a decade ago, many had
written-off downtown shopping districts
as relics, as people left the downtown to
shop in malls and stores along Routes
1&9 and Route 22. In many towns,
vacant storefronts replaced family-
owned businesses that had prospered
for decades.

Today, because of investments and
attention from the local, county, state
and federal levels and because of re-
newed community interest, downtown
areas are starting to rebound. As they
do, they are generating new jobs and
opportunities for this region.

Please See Another
Letter on Page 5


