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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

CUILLO BELTS GRAND SLAM; WALSH HITS 2 HRS

A. J. Jersey Men Shut Down
Mattress Factory, 15-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The �ping� of the �metal sticks�
was heard quite frequently when A.
J. Jersey defeated the Mattress Fac-
tory, 15-12, at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on June 10. One �ping�, in
particularly, off the �stick� of Tony
Cuillo in the sixth inning resulted in
a grand slam that awarded A. J.
Jersey enough runs to hold off the
Factory men.

The long ball ruled as seven of
those shots allowed the batter to round
all four bases. Tim Walsh of the
Mattress Factory hammered two
home runs and a single en route to a

four RBI evening.
The Jersey men came out firing

and scored five runs in the top of the
first. Billy Beehner singled to left,
Cuillo walked and Kevin Price
hopped an RBI single past short. Leo
White reached first on a throwing
error while Cuillo scored. Jerry
Lipshitz drilled a two-run double to
left and Mike Novy followed with an
RBI single over second.

Playing one outfielder shy, the Fac-
tory men were not discouraged and
scored three runs in their half of the
inning. Kevin Zippler bashed a single
to left, then Tim Walsh walloped a
two-run homer over the left fielder�s

head. With Tom Perotta on first, Ron
Shovlin slapped a single to right-
center, then Joe Walsh sent a shot to
left which was miraculously snagged
in foul territory by Price. In the mean-
time, Perotta scored.

A. J. Jersey barked with another run
in the second when Beehner scored on
a double-error. In the bottom of the
inning, the Factory men were denied
when Lipshitz at short initiated a slick
second-to-first double play.

The score narrowed to 6-4 in the
bottom of the third when Shovlin
tripled to right and scored on a single
by Joe Walsh, then the Mattress Fac-

TURNER, MISTRETTA LEAD IN POWER; TEAM HITS 25 HRS

Devil Diamond Boys Display
Season of Speed and Power

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Making good use of great team
speed was the initial goal of West-
field High School baseball Head
Coach Bob Brewster, but the Blue
Devil boys went one step further and
added a high degree of power. Senior
Co-Captains Lamont Turner and
Luke Mistretta became a primary
source of that power with their elec-
trifying �metal sticks�.

With the outstanding combination
of power and team speed in conjunc-
tion with an ever-improving pitch-
ing staff, the Blue Devils amassed 25
home runs, 17 triples and 45 doubles,
with a .347 team batting average,
stole 74 bases and finished with a 16-
8 record. The pitching staff had an
earned run average of 3.52 and held
opponents to a .262 batting average.

Turner placed opposing pitchers
in a state of fear as he led the Blue
Devils in home runs with eight, triples
with four, doubles with eight and in
batting with a .473 average. He was
also first in runs scored with 33,
walks with 15 and hits with 35 and
was second in RBI with 30. When on
base, Turner stole 13 bases and was
never caught stealing.

Mistretta blasted five home runs,
thumped three triples and drilled five
doubles while finishing with a .367
batting average. He had 23 RBI,
scored 24 runs and was second in
stolen bases wit 14.

As a pitcher, Mistretta was the
Blue Devils� work horse. In 55.67
innings, he had a 2.14 ERA, struck
out 61 and held the opposition to a
meager .203 batting average.
Mistretta finished with a 7-2 record
and probably had his finest perfor-
mance against Union in the county
tournament when he limited the
Farmers to an infield single in his
first 5.67 innings.

Senior Kevin McCormack exhib-
ited his speed and led the team in
stolen bases with 17. He added power
with two home runs, two triples and
five doubles, finishing with a .348
average. McCormack was second in
runs scored with 31 and in walks
with 14 and led the team in being hit
by a pitch with six. He also had 12
RBI.

Senior third baseman Brandon
Doerr contributed nine stolen basses
in 10 attempts and showed power
with two home runs and five doubles.
He had 18 RBI and scored 16 runs.
Doerr frustrated opposing batters with
his pitching savvy, earning a 2-0
record. In his 13.33 innings, he al-
lowed just one run, a solo home run,
for an 0.52 ERA and held opponents
to a pathetic .125 batting average.

Senior Jason Merritt was also ex-

tremely dangerous with the �metal
stick� and boasted the second-high-
est batting average at .450. Of his 27
hits, Merritt smashed two home runs,
bashed three triples and ripped five
doubles. He also had 20 RBI and 18
runs scored.

Senior Jeff Johnson was the No 2
pitcher and experienced little time in

the batter�s box; however, in his seven
at bats, he had three hits and scored
three runs and finished with a .429
average. On the mound, Johnson had
a 2-2 record in his 28.67 innings but
had a stingy 1.71 ERA.

Senior Will Hannis, in his offen-
sive playing time, had six hits, two
RBI, two doubles, two stolen bases

FRANZONE LEADS OFFENSE WITH .482 AVERAGE

Raider Diamond Boys Honed
Skills in 2nd Half of Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With only three returning varsity
players, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
baseball team was faced with a des-
perate situation in pre-season of re-
building rapidly or to experience a
dismal season. As with all young
teams, the Raiders took their lumps
in the first half of the season but

honed their skills and finished re-
spectably with an 8-13 record.

Although their hitting was on track,
the Raiders� inexperienced defense
was definitely out of sync and
mumbled with a 1-9 record before
noticing a light at the end of the
tunnel with a 6-5 toppling of the
Summit Hilltoppers on April 22.
Counting the Summit victory, the

Raiders finished the remainder of
their season with a 7-4 record, end-
ing with an 8-5 win over A. L.
Johnson.

Senior Joe Franzone, as team Tri-
Captain, shared the responsibility of
honing the young Raiders with first
baseman Joe Ascolese and catcher
Ryan Hahner. Franzone was an of-
fensive terror and led the Raiders
with a remarkable .482 batting aver-
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BOB GUY HAMMERS A GRAND SLAM IN THE FIFTH

St. Patrick Softballers Spoil
St. Jude�s Big Quest, 10-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rookie Bob Guy became the �guy�
to reckon with when he hammered a
grand slam home run in the fifth
inning to bring St. Patrick out of its
doldrums and give them the momen-
tum to roll past St. Jude, 10-6, in St.
Bartholomew�s Oldtimers Softball
League action at the high school field
in Scotch Plains on June 9. The �Pats�
had to overcome a 6-1 deficit prior to
the surge.

Aside from the offensive heroics,
both teams had its fair share of fabu-
lous defensive plays. St. Jude pulled
off two double plays and both teams
combined to exhibit four circus

catches and one on-the-mark rifle
shot from right field.

St. Patrick scored a run in the top
of the first when Guy plopped a shot
off the right fielder�s glove, darted to
second then scored on Steve
Pietrusko�s grounder to second. Later,
Lee DiDonato beat out an infield
single and Don Robotham placed a
single to center but were left stranded.

St. Jude answered to tie the score
in its half of the inning. Steve Ferro
ricocheted an infield single off the
pitcher�s glove, then zoomed to
third on an infield error. Bob
Brennan then grounded out to sec-
ond to score Ferro.

The first touch of defensive bril-
liance came in the second. With one
out, St. Patrick got back-to-back
singles from Mike Michalisin and
Karl Mende and posed a scoring
threat. A grounder to the St. Jude

second baseman was quickly scooped
and flicked to shortstop Tom Straniero
at second who then fired the ball to
first for the double play.

St. Patrick came back with a great
fielding play to begin the bottom of
the second when left fielder Pat
Luongo left his feet to make a diving
snag of Al Rezza�s line drive. St.
Jude did, however, score a run to take
a 2-1 lead. Rick Wustefeld dribbled
an infield single, then moved to sec-
ond on an infield error. Tony Perfilio
stepped up and pasted an RBI single
past the second baseman.

St. Jude pulled off its second double
play in the third and followed up with
its first circus catch to end the inning.
After Guy wiggled an infield single,
pitcher Pete Vanderheyden grabbed
a grounder, fired the ball to Straniero
at second who, in turn, whipped it to

age. He also led in doubles with eight
and was tied with Tim Pai for the lead
in home runs and triples with two
and three, respectively.

Franzone also was second in base
hits with 25 and runs scored with 19.
He was third in stolen bases with
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eight, was walked seven times and
had 13 RBI. Defensively, Franzone
had 21 putouts and four assists and
shared pitching responsibilities pri-
marily with Ascolese, Dave
Herrmann and Kevin Schenk.

Ascolese hit a solid .300 with 12
hits, one double, eight walks, six
stolen bases, six runs scored and
three RBI. Defensively, he had 24
putouts and four assists. Hahner hit
.286 with 10 hits, including one home
run and three doubles. He also drew
eight walks, stole one base, scored
six runs and had seven RBI.

Offering some offensive clout was
senior third baseman Kevin Voesseler
who batted .362 with 17 hits.
Voesseler tied for second with
Herrmann in walks and doubles with
10 and five, respectively. He also had
five RBI, 12 runs scored and four
stolen bases.

Herrmann, a junior, displayed his
mastery of the �metal stick� by lead-
ing the Raiders with 23 RBI and 26
hits, while batting an impressive
.441. He was the most difficult Raider
to strikeout as he fanned only five
times in 59 at bats. Herrmann scored
10 runs, thumped one triple and
stole six bases. He also provided
defensive stability and leadership as
an outfielder.

Pai, a junior, was scary to the oppo-
sition offensively. In addition to
whacking two home runs and three
triples, he led the Raiders in receiv-
ing free passes with 13 and in runs
scored with 20. Finishing with a .333
average, he had 18 hits with three
doubles and 12 RBI. Once on base,
Pai was frightening and led the Raid-
ers with 13 stolen bases.

Junior Paul O�Connor came on

and six runs scored. As a first
baseman, Hannis recorded 77 putouts
and had the teams� second best field-
ing percentage at .975.

Senior Kevin Anton, also experi-
encing limited time in the batter�s
box, did have seven hits, including
four doubles and a triple, and made
good use of them with 10 RBI and 10

runs scored. As a second baseman,
Anton had 32 assists and 24 putouts.

Junior catcher Brian Flynn dem-
onstrated his superior offensive skills
by effectively scattering the ball all
over the field. The left-handed batter
could yank the ball down the right
field line or, if needed, slice it down

MARTY MARKS CRUSHES 2 HOMERS, GETS 6 RBI

CBI Diamond Men Invade
Stunned Old Stars, 25-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With a sudden and furious attack,
the C. B. I. Blue swept into Old Star
territory and returned with a stun-
ning 25-6 victory in Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) Softball League
action at Tamaques Park in Westfield
on June 13. Marty Marks led the
invasion, going four-for-four with
two home runs and six RBI.

Showing no compassion or re-
spect for the elderly, C. B. I. imme-
diately took control, scoring nine
runs in the top of the first inning.
Marks� towering home run also
brought in Doug Schwartz and Jeff
Mayerson, who had singles. High-
lighted by a nose-crushing triple by
fearless Dan Goldstein, six more
runs crossed the plate.

After denying the Old Stars even
a twinkle in the bottom of the first,
the C. B. I. Blue added four more
runs in the second. Doug Schwartz
and Larry Sanders both singled, then
scored when Marks ripped an RBI
single and zoomed to third on an
error. Next, Jason Weisholtz
whacked a two-run homer to deep
right-center field.

The Old Stars got a flicker in their
half of the second with singles from
Rick Wolf and Marc Schwartzer.
Howard Flisser followed with a single
of his own, but the flicker was dimmed
when Wolf got caught in a rundown
between third and home.

Confidence prevailed for C. B. I. as
they looted five more runs to carry a
18-0 lead in the third. Howie Queller
zipped a single up-the-middle, Glenn

Frank poked a single to center, then
Goldstein cracked an RBI single to
right-center. Andrew Port punched
an RBI single to left, Jerry
Kirshenbaum knocked an RBI single
to left, Alan Hefter hacked and RBI
single to left, then Doug Schwartz
smacked an RBI single to center.

Old Star Bob Kindler nailed a
leadoff single to center in the bottom
of the third but fell victim to a rifle
shot from Marks in center as he
attempted to take second. John
Mehoff then reached base safely on
an error, Ron Brachman dribbled
his second hit of the game past third
and Darrin Drapkin drilled a two-
run double to left but got caught in a
rundown between second and third
to end the inning.
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David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

JOE FRANZONE�Prepares to throw
the ball during a game with the New
Providence Pioneers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A MIGHTY SWING�Gary Cardinale of St. Patrick takes a mighty
swing and swats a single over short in the fourth inning against St. Jude. The
Pats came from behind to ruin St. Jude�s quest for victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOULING OFF THE PITCH�Raider Dan Goehry fouls the pitch thrown by
Pioneer Todd Simo during a county game with New Providence. Pioneer
catcher Ryan Stanek was anticipating a catch.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO MAKE CONTACT�Blue Devil Brian Flynn begins his swing as
the ball nears the strike zone during a home game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING THE BALL TO LEFT�Blue Devil Luke Mistretta drives the
baseball to left field during a home game at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CREATING A CLOUD OF DUST AT THIRD�Jay White of A. J. Jersey face dives safely into third base but stirs up
plenty of dust. A. J. Jersey came to play and defeated the defending champion Mattress Factory, 15-12, at Tamaques Park
in Westfield on June 10.


