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man.� Gerald received multiple hon-
ors at the high school�s recent Awards
Night.

Officials also saluted Joe Nagy of
Fanwood�s TV-35, and his wife,
Claire, on their 50th wedding anni-
versary. The couple, married on June
15, 1949, have lived in Fanwood for
37 years.

Patrick Bellone, department fore-
man with the Fanwood Department
of Public Works, was recognized for
42 years of service to the borough. He
was accompanied by his wife of 40
years, Jean, as he received a com-
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memorative plate from the Mayor.
Finally, Adele Kenny, Director of

Fanwood�s Cultural Arts Committee
and a Democratic council candidate
this year, gave an overview of pro-
grams planned for the 1999-2000
season at the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center, formerly known as
the Carriage House.

The itinerary, covering September
through June, includes writing work-
shops and poetry readings, as well as
special events such as a multi-cul-
tural festival, Valentine�s Day cel-
ebration, and Victorian Day.

Fanwood Mayor and Council
Preview Web Site Design

GOP Primary Victors
To Face Independent

Candidate in Berk. Hts.
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS � The Repub-
lican primary run-off election is over in
Berkeley Heights, but the race is still on for
the two available Township Committee seats.

Township Committeemen incumbent
John Miller and newcomer Susan Sabol
emerged victorious last Tuesday for the
two available seats, beating fellow Re-
publican Paul Paray.

But while the Democrats did not run
anyone this year, just one day before the
primary last week Michael Chait filed to
run during the November general elec-
tion as an independent against the victo-
rious Republicans.

According to unofficial results from
the Berkeley Heights clerk�s office, Mr.
Miller captured 402 votes, Ms. Sabol
388, and Mr. Paray, 278.

Mr. Paray, a 35-year-old attorney, ran
without the local Republican party�s
endorsement.

His platform pushed for the use of shared
services and co-operative buying as a way
to save money for Berkeley Heights and for
the hiring of a township administrator.

Berkeley Heights has been without
an administrator for nearly a year after
the Township Committee decided to
eliminate the position and split respon-
sibilities among several people.

A group of Berkeley Heights resi-
dents, however, questioned the move
and have said publicly they want the
position reinstated. Mr. Paray devel-
oped a list of 12 reasons why a township
administrator was essential.

�I got excellent feedback,� Mr. Paray
told The Westfield Leader and The Times.
He blamed the loss on �voter apathy.� Of
the nearly 8,000 registered voters in
Berkeley Heights, 682 came to the polls,
he said.

Mr. Paray was outspoken about another
issue nagging Berkeley Heights. A devel-
opment planned for a tract of township land
on Stanford Drive is contaminated with
asbestos. He presented a detailed plan for
dealing with the controversial issue.

Both victors, Mr. Miller and Ms.
Sabol, had the endorsement of the local

Republican Party.
Mr. Miller was seeking his second

term. He has been an investment banker
for 25 years and ran on the platform that
he was able to help the township
straighten out its finances after experi-
encing a large jump in its tax bill in 1998.

Ms. Sabol is a director of a marketing
firm.

Mr. Chait, 54, a financial consultant
and 22-year-old resident of Berkeley
Heights, however, hopes to give them
both a run for their money.

A registered Democrat, Mr. Chait is
running as independent so that he will
not feel constrained to follow anyone�s
politics, he said.

�My feeling is that we don�t know how
important it is to be a Republican or Demo-
crat,� he said. �Do we need a party system,
especially on this level? A lot of people are
disillusioned with the party system and I
thought being an independent that I won�t
feel I have to bow to pressure.�

�This (running for office) is some-
thing I�ve been thinking about for a long
time,� he said. �There is a sense of
disarray here.�

Mr. Chait believes the Stanford Drive
land should be left undisturbed and made
into a so-called �Green Acres� property
for such use as a golf course. He also wants
to work toward stabilizing taxes and is for
the return of a town administrator.

Mr. Chait, who was on the township�s
planning board in the early 1990s, also was
one of the original members of a taxpayer�s
association that formed when Berkeley
Heights taxes jumped 9½ percent in 1998.

He pointed out that the group has
since expanded into areas other than
just policing high taxes and has publicly
questioned the elimination of the town-
ship administrator and a pay increase
for the township police chief.

Mr. Chait resigned from the associa-
tion when he filed to run for office.

�If I�m not happy with something, I
feel I need to do something about it,� he
said. �I�m taking this race seriously.�
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � A long-time head-
ache of motorists has been the Westfield
traffic circle, located at Route 28, known
locally as North Avenue, and East Broad
Street.

State officials were scheduled to ap-
pear at last night�s Town Council con-
ference meeting to provide an update on
a project that would replace the rotary
and triangular traffic islands with a �T�
shaped signalized intersection.

Department of Transportation (DOT)
representatives were scheduled to
present a review of the project in re-
sponse to a letter from Dorothy P. Guzzo
of the state�s Historic Preservation Of-
fice (HPO) to the DOT.

Ms. Guzzo stated that, as currently
designed, the project would �have an
adverse effect on historic architectural
properties� along the Route 28 corridor.

These sites include the First United
Methodist Church, Monument to
World War I Veterans, and the
Northside Railroad Station, as well as
the traffic circle itself. All are listed as
eligible for inclusion on the state�s
roster of historic places within the HPO.
The Westfield Fire Department head-
quarters building is already listed as
an historic place.

Bonnie H. Danser, Chairwoman of
the Westfield Preservation Commission,
stated in a letter dated May 25 to the
Westfield Town Council that the circle
�provides an ambiance not typically
found in New Jersey municipalities.�
The Commission said the circle is
mainly a traffic problem during com-
muter rush hours, �otherwise it is not a
problem.�

Nancy Priest, a Trustee of the
Westfield Historical Society and mem-
ber of the Westfield Preservation Of-
fice, has also come out against removal
of the circle.

In a letter to Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and the Town Council, Ms. Priest said
she believes traffic calming devices,

such as raised intersections and wider
sidewalks, would be a better alternative
for the intersection.

The DOT�s proposal calls for the
signalization of the intersection.

�Let us not allow the DOT to deter-
mine how the traffic should flow in our
town. Let us preserve our heritage and
save what little historic significance is
left in our commercial areas,� Ms. Priest
said in her letter.

She suggested that the roadway be
narrowed with more lawn space, plants
and trees, �for a safer and more pedes-
trian-friendly road.�

In other business, state officials have
given the go-ahead to proceed with the
second phase of a bicycle and pedes-
trian needs assessment study. The study
is now being conducted by Trenton-
based Frederic R. Harris, Inc.

Harris is providing a study at no cost
to the town under a state assistance
grant. The firm recently acquired Lehr
and Associates of Lawrence, which
originally had the contract for the as-
sessment study.

The next phase of this project will be
information and data collection, prima-
rily aimed at identifying and describing
general issues. In addition, the firm will
begin analyzing specific problem ar-
eas.

A Citizens Advisory Committee,
consisting of town and elected officials
as well as a representative of Bikers,
Runners and Kids Are Entitled to Safety
(BRAKES), a citizen action group dedi-
cated to creating a safer town for pedes-
trians and bikers, is working with the
consulting firm.

The RBA Group, contracted by the
town, is conducting a separate study on
traffic calming aimed at reducing speed-
ing in the town.

RBA is looking at 21 locations in
town � both intersections and straight
roadways � where speeding occurs.

Rahway Avenue has been identified
as the pilot area for calming devices,
techniques used to reduce traffic speed.

DOT Circle Plan
Raises Objections

with the Borough of Fanwood. In
addition, the cable company agreed
to give Borough Hall and the Board
of Education a character generator,
which is a kind of keyboard, that
will enable both groups to type
announcements for broadcast on
the channel.

Other noted improvements in
the negotiations include a fiber
optic l ink between Deerfield
School and Borough Hall, the
training for and installation of the
two new character generators, and
a waived fee for Internet service
for the borough.

In other business, it was an-
nounced that Sandy Burdge was
retiring after 15 years of serving
the borough as the Recreation Sec-
retary and Community Pool Book-
keeper. Her last day of employment
with the borough will be right be-
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fore Labor Day.
In other business,  Mayor

Viglianti announced that he would
be meeting with the chairmen of
both the borough�s Planning Board
and Board of Adjustment, along
with Councilman Paul Mirabelli,
who serves as the Council Liaison
to the Planning Board, and Bor-
ough Attorney John Post, to discuss
the possible merger of the two
groups.

The mayor noted that he recently
received a report on how Kenilworth
had joined its boards. While stating
that he realized that there are some
differences between Kenil-worth
and Mountainside, he said most of
what was contained in the report
can be applied to Mountainside.

Finally, it was noted that the
Deerfield School graduation will
be held on Monday, June 21.

Mountainside Council
Mulls Additional Lot


