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MEETING SLATED FOR 7:30 P.M. AT PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL

Dean Oil Application to be Heard
By Planning Board on Wednesday

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A development partnership is
scheduled to return before the
Fanwood Planning Board next
Wednesday, June 23, in a renewed
bid to build garden apartments at the
long-vacant Dean Oil site, located at
the northeast corner of LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street.

The hearing on the controversial
application will take place begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains,
in order to accommodate the large
audience and extensive testimony
expected for the appeal.

The present petition by LaGrande
Realty Associates, LLC still calls for
a two-story complex on the 1.3-acre
site, but with one less two-bedroom
apartment than the 24 originally pro-
posed. The leftover space has report-
edly been earmarked for two, one-
bedroom affordable housing units,
according to the Planning Board of-
fice.

Developers Vincent Bontempo and
John D. Mollozzi first appeared be-
fore the Planning Board on February
24 with a proposal for a three-story
structure containing 36 units.

The board postponed its hearing to
March 25, however, after about 100
protesters packed the Council Cham-
bers � the board�s regular meeting
venue � exceeding the permitted oc-
cupancy of the room.

In the interim, the developers scaled
back their proposal to 24 units, but
withdrew their application days be-
fore the rescheduled hearing. During
an April 19 concept hearing before
the Planning Board, held to discuss
possible renewal of their petition,
Mr. Mollozzi indicated he and his
partner would resubmit their plan for

24 units.
The applicants, who require sev-

eral variances in connection with
their proposal, have a contract to
purchase the property from its cur-
rent owner, listed in Fanwood tax
records as Savers� Shares of
Morristown.

Opponents of the project, who or-
ganized a grass-roots campaign en-
titled Fanwood Citizens for Respon-
sible Development, have argued that
an apartment complex is inappropri-
ate for the lot, which is zoned as
general-commercial.

They have also maintained a multi-
family dwelling would put a crunch
on traffic and parking conditions,
local school enrollment, recreational
facilities and emergency services.

During an interview with The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood back in
March, Mr. Mollozzi countered that
the complex would generate much
less traffic than commercial use of
the property.

He projected the units would pri-
marily be rented by individuals and
couples, saying families with school-
age children would typically be look-
ing at houses.

Utilized by Dean Oil for many
years as a storage and distribution
facility, the land has been dormant
since the company ceased its opera-
tions there a decade ago.

The site subsequently underwent a
successful environmental cleanup to
eradicate contaminants which had
seeped into the ground from under-
ground storage tanks.

During last Thursday�s regular
meeting of the Fanwood Borough
Council, officials adopted on second
reading an ordinance which supports
a non-binding referendum to tap pub-
lic sentiment concerning whether the

municipality should purchase the
property. The question would be in-
cluded on the municipal ballot in the
Tuesday, November 2 General Elec-
tion.

Council members have emphasized
that the referendum is non-binding
and would simply serve as an infor-
mation resource. They have noted
that it is separate from the Planning
Board�s pending hearing on
LaGrande Realty Associates� appli-
cation.

According to Borough Attorney
Dennis Estis, Fanwood could seek to
acquire the property either through
the right of eminent domain or via the

Board of Education
Makes Decision

On SP-F Leveling
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

Five weeks after public discussion
of grouping by academic ability, or
leveling, in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
middle schools was formally
launched, the Board of Education
voted 6-3 last Thursday, June 10, to
eliminate the practice in sixth-grade
English classes at Terrill Middle
School beginning in September 1999.

Park Middle School�s sixth-grade
English classes are already heteroge-
neously grouped.

Seventh-grade English, during the
1999-2000 school year, will stay as is
� leveled at Terrill, not leveled at
Park. Leveling will be eliminated in
seventh-grade English at Terrill be-
ginning in September 2000.

Students in eighth-grade English
will continue to be split into two
groups at both middle schools.

Two-tier leveling in math in grades
six, seven and eight at both schools
will remain intact.

The final de-leveling proposal from
the office of Dr. John Crews, Assis-
tant Superintendent for Instruction,
was an amended version of the April
9 original plan, which, in math, called
for heterogeneous grouping in sixth
grade, and two-level grouping in sev-
enth and eighth grades.

In English, the first proposal also
called for heterogeneous grouping in
sixth and seventh grade, and two
levels of instruction in eighth.

The second recommendation from
Dr. Crews and ultimately approved
by the board maintained homoge-
neous grouping in math throughout
middle school, but asked for the het-
erogeneous grouping in sixth-grade
English.

Dr. Crews called the plan to de-
level seventh-grade English � which
some parents were surprised to see
� �a natural follow-up...part of the
original proposal.�

A new sixth-grade Language Arts

curriculum is coupled with 50 hours
of professional training time for the
four teachers who will be responsible
for educating the heterogeneously-
grouped English classes in Septem-
ber.

Dr. Crews identified an additional
45 hours of after-school meeting time
for these middle school teachers and
their supervisor.

Parents had spoken passionately
both for and against the practice of
grouping by ability during the four
public meetings, which preceded the
board�s decision. Many of the par-
ents returned repeatedly to follow the
progress of the talks and participate
in the discussion.

Some parents were dissatisfied that
certain questions remained unan-
swered by the administration during
the course of the discussions and
when the proposal was finally passed.

�Terrill did level. Park did not,�
said parent Donna Bachi, who called
her son�s English class at Park �awe-
some.�

�What was the difference when
these kids went on to the high school?�
she asked. �I had hoped to hear about
that.�

During the June 10 meeting, it was
the board members� turn to state
their positions before casting their
votes.

�I�m comfortable with the proposal.
It�s important that we get
consistency�most importantly in
curriculum and textbooks. With con-
sistency, it�s easier to raise the bar,�
stated Board Member Richard R.
Meade.

Board Member Jessica M. Simpson
stated, �A heterogeneous environ-
ment has always appealed to me. It�s
a philosophy I embrace. The research
is not terribly conclusive. I think
you�re drawn to what speaks to you.�

While Board Member Jean
McAllister was happy to see the train-
ing support in place for teachers, she
was not convinced that each child
would be reached in a heterogeneous
classroom.

�That�s a formidable challenge,�
stated Mrs. McAllister, who did not
support the proposal.

Board member Lance Porter ad-
mitted he had some problems with
the administration�s presentation. He
went out on his own to speak with
teachers about leveling when it be-
came clear they would not be ad-
dressing the board and public, as had
originally been requested. Mr. Porter
voted for the proposal.

Board member Thomas Russo, who
opposed the proposal, said he was
not convinced that making the change
away from leveling was better than
leaving things alone, or re-institut-
ing the practice at Park.

�Why take something away unless
we can show there�s something wrong
with it?� he asked.

Board Member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr., who with his wife, was among the
parents who first questioned the elimi-
nation of leveling in English when

Classic Car Show,
Craft Fair Another
Success in Township

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Despite threatening weather reports
and gray skies, the fifth Annual Clas-
sic Car Show and Craft Fair on June
13, sponsored the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association, was
a great success, according to the event�s
Chairman Steve Hoeckele.

About 80 cars turned out for the
Classic Car Show Competition.
Scotch Plains resident, William
Wright Jr., won the Best Show Tro-
phy for his classic 1937 Dodge 4-
door Sedan and the Scotch Plains
Fire Department won Best Antique
Truck for their 1959 Mack Pumper.

According to Fire Chief Jonathan P.
Ellis, the Mack pumper is no longer in
service, but used for parades and shows.

Mr. Wright said that he has en-
joyed restoring and fixing old cars
since he was a child working with his
father on older cars.

The event raised approximately
$2,000 which will go toward the

SPBPA Scholarship Fund and the
Downtown Beautification Project.

The Craft Fair, which was spon-
sored by the Emmanuel Cancer Foun-
dation, raised approximately $1,000,
according to Craft Fair Chairwoman
Mabel Ginsberg. The money will as-
sist the families of pediatric cancer
patients.

A dunk tank, featuring Mayor Geri
M. Samuel, was a big hit with resi-
dents. Also volunteering for the tank
were Township Attorney Andrew
Barron, Councilman Martin I. Marks,
Ex-Councilman Robert Johnston,
Building Inspector Robert Lacosta,
and the local United Parcel Service
(UPS) delivery man.

According to SPBPA President
Ray Pardon, the dunk tank alone
raised approximately $300 toward
the funds.

�The children had a terrific time
riding the giant, mechanical el-
ephant, petting the zoo animals and
riding in the moon walk,� stated Mr.

Hoeckele.
�Although the turnout was smaller

than usual this year due to the in-
clement weather, we plan on expand-
ing each year to get bigger and bet-
ter,� Mr. Pardon said.

�The dunk tank was a lot of fun.
And the main thing is that the fair
raised money for a good cause,�
Mayor Samuel commented. She
added, �Next year, we will have more

events and more crafters.�
Cornering off Park Avenue be-

tween Front and Second Streets
worked out well, allowing partici-
pants to cross freely and enjoy all of
the activities and events without
worrying about traffic, according to
Mr. Pardon.

�Next year we will build on our
success and add even more events,�
Mr. Pardon added.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Open Space Referendum
Put on Ballot by Council

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

                                                                                                                               Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
THEY CAME FROM EVERYWHERE...A youngster from Roselle Park en-
joyed her day at the fifth annual Classic Car Show and Craft Fair on June 13.
The event was sponsored by the Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association.

                                                                                                                              Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A CLASSIC TREASURE�Jerry Nielson, a Scotch Plains resident, gave festi-
val-goers the opportunity to admire his 1936 Ford Wagon during the Classic Car
Show and Craft Fair in Scotch Plains.

                                                                                                                              Joanna B. Marsh for The Times
GET READY TO GET WET�Town Attorney Andrew Baron braces himself
for a fall into the dunk tank, a featured event at the fifth annual Classic Car Show
and Craft Fair. Mayor Geri M. Samuel also volunteered to be dunked during the
festivities.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil last week approved a resolution
asking Union County to place an
open space referendum on the ballot
in November.

If approved by the voters, a Mu-
nicipal Open Space Recreation and
Farmland and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund would be created to ac-
quire land to be used primarily for
new ball fields and park areas, a
matter of importance to the council,
which has made the upgrading of
parks and recreational facilities one
of its priorities this year.

The trust fund would be financed
by a tax of two cents per $100 of local
property valuation, which, accord-
ing to Republican Councilman Wil-
liam J. McClintock, could raise an
estimated $2 million over a 10-year
period.

The proposed wording of the ref-

erendum still needs to be approved
by county officials before it is for-
mally placed on the ballot for the
November 2 election.

Leading the council�s support for
the referendum, Mayor Geri M.
Samuel singled out several township
officials, including Parks and Recre-
ation Director Laura Botto, for their
efforts in getting the open space ques-
tion before the voters.

Also at its meeting last week, the
council welcomed Democrat Lorraine
McDede Donatelli to the governing
body.

She fills the vacancy left by the
death on May 17 of her husband,
Franklin P. Donatelli. After her ap-
pointment was unanimously ap-
proved by the council, Mrs. Donatelli
took the oath of office from Scotch
Plains Democratic Municipal Com-
mittee Chairman Dr. Walter Boright,
and then tearfully acknowledged the

Retiring Teachers Earn
Kudos From School Bd.

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education recently honored 16
retirees by acknowledging each
individual�s contributions during
their service to the school district.
The majority of the honorees served
the students of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood for more than 20 years.

The following teachers were rec-
ognized from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS): Gertrude
Kesting, Physical Education/Health,
31 years of service; Karen Morreale,
Foreign Language, 35 years; and
Carole Pantano, Physical Education/
Health, 30 years. Also honored were
Chief Robert Rybitski, head of the
AFJROTC Program, 17 years;
Russell Amato, custodial staff, 10
years; and Anna Ziegler, office assis-
tant, 16 years.

Honorees from Park Middle School
were teacher Joseph Filep, Jr., Social
Studies, 27 years; and nurse Kathleen

�Kit� Moulton, 25 years. Virginia
Craffo, cafeteria staff, 17 years, was
also recognized.

Retiring from Terrill Middle
School are Janet Siecke, Language
Arts teacher, 23 years; and Morris
Thomas, custodial staff, 25 years.

Leaving Coles Elementary School
are fifth-grade teacher Grace Klimko,
23 years; and special education
teacher Nancy O�Shea, 27 years.

Retirees from McGinn Elemen-
tary School include teacher Helen
Boguszewski, 22 years; and lunch/
general aide Constance Borneman, 5
years.

The Board also recognized Harry
Heitz for 11 years of service as a
member of the district maintenance
staff.

�All of these individuals played a
part in this district,� stated Board
President Theresa Larkin, who re-
marked on the �tremendous talent�
departing with this group of retirees.

MARDI GRAS!...The Parent Teacher Organization from McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains recently held its annual Mini-Fair fundraiser entitled,
�McGinn�s Mardi Gras.� Rides, games, prizes, tattoos, food and fun were all
made available for students to enjoy in a Mardi Gras setting. Pictured, left to
right, are: Brian O�Donnell, Prize Jester Ellen Del Mauro, Tyler Del Mauro, and
Sean Dolgin.
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state�s 1992 Redevelopment and Hous-
ing Law. The latter alternative permits
a town to pursue condemnation if a site
is deemed to be in need of rehabilita-
tion.

The eminent domain option requires
that a property be purchased for public
use. Once a town has decided to do this,
the next step is having an appraiser walk
the site with the owner in an attempt to
reach a mutually agreed upon purchase
price, Mr. Estis explained.

If an agreement cannot be reached, the
appraiser has to come up with a compen-
sation figure based on the value of the
property at the time of the appraisal, he
added.

The Redevelopment and Housing Law
mandates that a property cannot be con-
demned until the local Planning Board
has determined that it meets the legal

Dean Oil Bid to be Heard
 At June 23 Board Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JUNE 7
• It was reported that a man entered a

liquor store on East Second Street,
grabbed two bottles of liquor and fled.

• Steven Luciani, 20, and Clifford
Behler, 20, both of Scotch Plains, were
arrested for possession of two six-packs
of beer while walking on Mountain Av-
enue at approximately 1 p.m. Both were
released on summons.

• A Beryllium Road business reported
that someone had thrown a large rock
through the windshield of a truck owned
by the company while it was parked in its
lot. The incident took place some time
over the weekend.

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
• Police responded to an alarm on

Ravenwood Lane at approximately 2 p.m.

and discovered a rear glass door smashed
out by a large rock. It appeared that the
house was not entered.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11
• A business on Beryllium Road re-

ported a rock thrown through a window.
• A business in the 2500 block of

Plainfield Avenue reported receiving bad
checks as payment for services.

• A resident reported that while at-
tending a recreational facility on Martine
Avenue, cash was removed from a wallet
that had been left in a locker.

SUNDAY, JUNE 13
• A vehicle was reported damaged while

parked in front of a Marion Lane residence.
• A resident of the 1200 block of

Terrill Road reported the theft of a bi-
cycle from the driveway.

their son attended Park in 1996.
�I owe the people at Terrill an apology

if this motion passes,� Mr. Saridaki
stated. He indicated that homogeneous
grouping could be equally successful if
backed by the kinds of resources the
administration has earmarked for the
heterogeneous program.

Satisfied that leveling would remain
in math, Board Member August Ruggiero
supported the proposal �with reserva-
tions,� because, he said, he has a �natu-
ral bias� toward leveling.

Board Vice President Dr. Donald E.
Sheldon, while admitting he was philo-
sophically and emotionally inclined to-
ward grouping, voted in favor of the de-
leveling proposal.

He said, �I�m convinced that the pro-
posal will succeed because of the com-
mitment behind it.�

Another vote of support came from
Board President Theresa Larkin, who
admitted being more of a �stickler� for
leveling in math.

�The argument has moved beyond con-
sistency. We need something better,�
she said, speaking to parents� demand
for a more challenging education for all
students.

A new voice from the audience ques-
tioned the likelihood of leveling ulti-
mately being eliminated at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Several board

members and Dr. Crews denied there
was a hidden agenda in the middle school
plan.

In other business, the board recog-
nized the efforts of the Telephone Pio-
neers, a group of AT&T retirees and
employees, who worked with parents at
McGinn Elementary School during a Net
Day to wire the school for Internet ac-
cess.

The board also discussed a letter from
parent Deborah Madison, director of the
Committee for Parental Choice (CPC),
which stands behind students being able
to attend their neighborhood schools.
The board agreed to investigate its op-
tions available under state law.

At present, according to Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye,
schools are configured to reflect the �di-
versity of our community� in keeping
with board policy.

Mr. Ruggiero suggested convening a
human relations task force to take the
pulse of the community on this particu-
lar issue. �There�s one set of values in
the existing approach,� he said.
�There�s another from the CPC.�

Dr. Choye suggested the board �hold
off� on the formation of a task force until
it sees the forthcoming information from
the Facilities and Enrollment Task Force,
which convened in spring 1998, and met
through this past fall and winter.

Board of Education Makes
Decision on School Leveling

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood TV-35
Weekly Schedule
Friday, June 18, 8:00 P.M.

FYI-Fanwood Mayor Connelly�s
Show & the Rabies Clinic

Friday, June 18, 9:00 P.M.
Memorial Day 1999

Sunday, June 20, 8:00 P.M.
Bring Back the Battleship NJ

Sunday, June 20, 8:30 P.M.
Visit to Fanwood�s Nature
Center, followed by Three
Seasons in the Sun and The
Fanwood Police Auction

Tuesday, June 22, 8:00 P.M.
Cop-TV - The DARE
children�s poster contest

Tuesday, June 22, 8:30 P.M.
Memorial Day 1999

Thursday, June 24, 7:30 P.M.
Freeholders� Forum

Thursday, June 24, 8:00 P.M.
Council Meeting of June 10
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FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
• A shoplifting incident was reported

at a South Avenue supermarket, in which
a black male fled the store with seven or
eight bottles of aspirin, police said. There
was no further description of the suspect.

• Sherman Paull, 41, of Plainfield
was charged with shoplifting at a South
Avenue supermarket. Authorities said
the suspect, who was also charged with
giving false information to a police of-
ficer, allegedly placed two bags of frozen
shrimp under his coat while at the store.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance.

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
• Luis Pelaez, 20, of North Plainfield

was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after being stopped on South Av-
enue near Old South Avenue for motor
vehicle violations, authorities said. Pelaez
was released on his own recognizance.

MONDAY, JUNE 7
• A cellular telephone was reported

stolen from an unlocked motor vehicle

which was parked in a driveway in the
100 block of North Avenue.

TUESDAY, JUNE 8
• A home in the 200 block of Terrill

Road was burglarized, according to po-
lice. The suspect entered the house
through a basement window and stole
$200 in change.

MONDAY, JUNE 14
• A woman reported that while her

vehicle was stopped for a red light at
South Avenue and Terrill Road, another
motorist behind her began honking the
horn of her own car, then got out and
began pounding on the victim�s window.

When the victim rolled down the win-
dow to ask what the problem was, the
other driver spat in her face, she said,
before leaving the scene. The suspect
was described as a white female in her
40s.

Police said they have a license plate
number for the suspect�s vehicle, and are
continuing their investigation into the
incident.

FANWOOD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for May 1999

Most Common Emergencies

In-Town Emergency Calls: 44
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 8
Total Calls: 52
Trips Made to Area Hospitals: 32
Advanced Life Support Called 18
Total Volunteer Hours: 162

Chest Pain/Difficulty Breathing
Sudden Illness

Injuries
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Pediatric

Of Special Note:

In May line officers participated in the Emergency Management Y2K
Meeting.  Members participated in the NJ State First Aid Council 2nd

District meeting during the month, the Overlook Area Council
Meeting and the Muhlenberg Area Council Meeting.

Local School Board Honors
Veteran Employees, Retirees

Union Catholic Club Raises
Funds to Help AIDS Patients

SCOTCH PLAINS � Students in
the AIDS Awareness Club at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains recently coordinated a cabaret
and dessert fundraiser, �No Day But
Today,� that netted $3,000 for pro-
grams which benefit those with HIV
and AIDS.

They presented half of the pro-
ceeds to Brother Joseph McAlister,
Managing Director of St. Bridget�s
Residence in Newark, a transitional
housing facility for homeless men
with HIV/AIDS.

AIDS AWARENESS�The AIDS Awareness Club of Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains recently sponsored a cabaret and dessert fundraiser. Of
the total $3,000 collected, half was donated to St. Bridget�s Residence in Newark,
a transitional housing facility for homeless men with HIV/AIDS. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row, Stephanie Juen, Rick Flynn, Director of the perfor-
mance; Kim Deo, Elizabeth Powell and Nicole Manziano, and back row, Jacob
Reviriego, Keith, a St. Bridget�s resident; Brother Joseph McAlister, Managing
Director of St. Bridget�s; Bruce Zehnle, advisor to the AIDS Awareness Club;
Jonathan, another resident of the facility, and Bryan Hughes. Student Tom
Zielinski was also at the presentation.

Participating students were mem-
bers of the ensemble group of per-
formers or production crew for the
show. An additional $1,500 will be
presented to the National Catholic
Aids Network (NCAN).

criteria for being in need of rehabilita-
tion. The acquisition procedure would
then follow the same course as when a
town exercises the right of eminent do-
main, the Borough Attorney said.

Councilman Louis C. Jung, elected
June 8 as the Republican candidate for
Mayor, announced at last week�s council
session that a public meeting on down-
town development issues will take place
on Tuesday, June 22, beginning at 7:30
p.m. in the Multi-purpose room of Park
School.

Participants will be divided into fo-
cus groups for the discussion. Mr. Jung
said the purpose of the meeting, spon-
sored by the Fanwood Downtown Revi-
talization Committee, is to find out what
residents would or would not like to see
in the downtown, including the Dean
Oil site.

dozen or so members of her family in the
audience.

Each member of the council took a
turn welcoming Mrs. Donatelli.

Mrs. Donatelli has not yet decided
whether to run in the special election in
November that will fill the remaining
three years of her late husband�s four-
year term.

Separately, the council approved a reso-
lution permitting the Scotch Plains Busi-

�Each made wonderful contributions to
the district�s children and they will be
sorely missed.�

Family members were invited to
attend the program to hear the indi-

vidual resolutions passed in each
retiree�s honor, and to enjoy refresh-
ments afterward. The event was taped
for airing on local public access sta-
tion, TV 34.

AND THE WINNER IS�Joan Costello�s third graders at McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains recently celebrated her winning of the 1999 Joan Vagelos
Currie Award for Excellence in Teaching in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools. Award recipients are chosen annually for excellence in classroom
teaching, commitment to parental involvement in their children�s education,
and service to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school and community. Pictured is the
honored teacher and her students.

Westfield Police Sergeant
Is Injured in Collision
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD � An off-duty
Westfield police sergeant critically in-
jured in a traffic accident Monday has
been upgraded to fair condition and
was to be transferred yesterday to an
intermediate care unit at University
Hospital in Newark, hospital spokes-
man Roger Ramsey confirmed.

Patrol Sergeant Patrick C. Gray, 46,
a resident of Elizabeth, was admitted
to the hospital�s Surgical Trauma In-
tensive Care Unit after the accident at
Boulevard and West Grove Street,
which occurred at 5:10 p.m. and in-
volved two vehicles and a bicycle, au-
thorities said.

Sergeant Gray, a 22-year member of
the Westfield force, was driving north-
bound on Boulevard when his red 1988
Ford truck collided with a black 1997
Pontiac Grand Prix driven by Cristobal
Angulo, Jr., 17, of Union, which was
traveling westbound on West Grove.
The driver of the Pontiac was not in-
jured, authorities said.

According to Captain Bernard Tracy
of the Westfield Police Department,
Sergeant Gray�s vehicle flipped onto its
side. Captain Tracy said the momen-
tum caused the Grand Prix to push the
Ford into the telephone pole.

He added that as the accident un-
folded, the Grand Prix struck a bicyclist
who was also traveling westbound on
Grove Street. The bicyclist, identified
as 15-year-old Gregory Morrison of
Westfield, suffered minor injuries.

One of two passengers in the Grand
Prix, 17-year-old David Sangster of
Union, sustained a cut lip in the acci-
dent, police said. The other passenger
was uninjured.

Sergeant Gray, who was alone in his
vehicle, had to be extricated by Westfield
Fire Department personnel using the
jaws of life, Captain Tracy confirmed.
Members of the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, police department and
medics also responded to the scene, he
said.

Captain Tracy said his colleague sus-
tained a fractured neck vertebrae, al-
though there was no apparent spinal
cord damage. He acknowledged that
Sergeant Gray, who had been uncon-

scious, regained consciousness Tues-
day morning.

�He�s speaking, he�s communicat-
ing,� Captain Tracy told The Westfield
Leader yesterday.

Mr. Ramsey noted that while Ser-
geant Gray�s injuries were not life-
threatening, and he was alert, it was
�too early� to tell how long the officer
would be in the hospital or the antici-
pated length of his recovery period.

He stated, however, that Sergeant
Gray was scheduled to be moved yes-
terday from intensive care to the
hospital�s Progressive Care Unit, which
he described as an intermediate level
between intensive and routine care.

Sergeant Gray, the father of two chil-
dren, had taken the day off to attend a
father-son event at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield. He was on his
way to a downtown Westfield restau-
rant to pick up a pizza when the acci-
dent happened, Captain Tracy con-
firmed.

The three people in the Grand Prix
were en route to play a baseball game
against Westfield High School students
in a summer league when the accident
occurred, authorities said.

Detective Sergeant Carl V. Geis of
the Westfield Police Department�s Traf-
fic Safety Bureau said the teen-aged
bicyclist somehow managed to avoid
the brunt of the collision, adding that
the bicycle itself wound up underneath
Sergeant Gray�s overturned vehicle.

Sergeant Geis said Sergeant Gray, a
popular officer who has been cited for
heroism, is well known not only in the
local community but throughout the
state.

Westfield Police Chief Anthony J.
Scutti requested that the investigation
into the accident be conducted by State
Police, rather than his own department,
to avoid any semblance of impartiality,
according to a published report which
was verified by the Westfield Police
Department.

Although stop signs are posted on
Boulevard, authorities had not deter-
mined at press time how the accident
occurred or how fast either of the driv-
ers were traveling. Captain Tracy said
no summonses had been issued in con-
nection with the accident.

William A. Burke for The Times

UNDER INVESTIGATION...Police conduct their investigation at the scene of
Monday�s serious traffic accident at Boulevard and West Grove Street. A
Westfield Police Sergeant was critically injured in the accident which is under
investigation by the New Jersey State Police. Sergeant Patrick Gray�s 1998 Ford
Truck, shown here, flipped over on its side after it collided with a 1997 Grand
Prix driven by Cristobal Angulo, Jr., 17, of Union.

County Vo-Tech Schools Hold
Workshops on Job Success

SCOTCH PLAINS � During the
last four months, the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools
(UCVTS) Student Assistance Center
has had students participating in vari-
ous workshops designed to assist them
in preparing for entry into the workforce.

According to Evelyn Jeffrey, career
counselor at UCVTS, the young men
and women needed not only the exper-
tise in learning the skills attributed to
their various vocational training, but
also the attitude.

With the assistance of various area
agencies and companies, the schools
were able to address several issues that
would be helpful in the workplace.

Among those speaking to students
were Lynn Randall, a child clinician
from Elizabeth General Medical Cen-
ter, who discussed effective coping
skills and stress management, and  Ivory
Fennell, a counselor with the Union
County Youth Service Bureau, who
spoke on the subject of managing an-
ger. Richard Baraka, a counselor for
East Orange General Hospital, led a
discussion on substance abuse.

Carol Fitzpatrick and Davis Bowlus

of United Parcel Service presented a
program on interviewing skills, while
Diedre McCarthy from DeVry spoke on
Career Infusion Fundamentals of Suc-
cess.

Ms. Jeffrey pointed out the programs
focused on preparing students to be-
come successful workers and well-ad-
justed adults. She added that at UCVTS,
priority is given not only to producing
students well-trained in the crafts but
also to providing the necessary emo-
tional supports needed to enhance their
chances of being successful.

Over 700 students participated in
these programs.

Marianne T. Panarese
Receives Degree

At Manhattan College
WESTFIELD � Marianne T.

Panarese of Westfield received
her undergraduate degree from
Manhattan College in Riverdale,
New York on Sunday, May 23.

SP Council Votes in Favor
Of Referendum on Ballot

ness and Professional Association to hold
downtown sidewalk sales Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday, July 22 through 24,
and Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Au-
gust 12 through 14.

In addition, Councilman McClintock
said the renovations at the Scotch Plains
Free Public Library are nearly complete
and urged residents to visit the facility so
they can enjoy the various improvements
made.


