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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

LIZ MCKEON BREAKS THE 1,000 POINT BARRIER

Colonial Basketballers Reject
Lady Blue Devils, 67-47

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Simply unbelievable! Blue Devil
senior Liz McKeon overcame all the
pressure that she has recently been
experiencing and hit for 31 points in
Morristown on February 25 to boost
her career total to 1,003. Although
the Colonials defeated Westfield, 67-
47, in the final regular season game,
the moment belonged to McKeon.

McKeon was asked about how she
handled the pressure in the previous
two weeks, she responded, �It was all
right when no one knew about it, but
when everyone found out, they began
asking me about it. When they did, I
started to get nervous. People who I
didn�t even know were coming up
and asking me about it. I was getting
upset because only one other girl,
Chrissy Jeremiah, had done it in
school history.�

McKeon added, �When I only had
10 points in the Bridgewater game, I
started to doubt myself and thought
that I couldn�t do it. I talked to my
mom and she said that she would
help me through it.�

Only nine of McKeon�s points came
in the first half as the Colonials
stormed to a 33-15 lead. The
Colonials jumped to a 12-4 lead be-
fore McKeon even got on the
scoreboard. Aware of her scoring
threat, the Colonials hounded
McKeon like beagles on a fox. On
two occasions in the first quarter
McKeon was fouled while driving
for a layup and on both occasions,
she made both free throws.

Throughout the first half, the
Colonials kept a full-court press on
the Blue Devils and were quite effec-
tive. The strategy forced several bad
passes and produced several steals
which resulted in successful fast
breaks.

The Blue Devils were unable to
harness the speed of Colonialist Katie
Demaio who made the majority of
her 26 points via steals to fast breaks.
Demaio netted 11 points in the sec-
ond quarter, eight by fast break and

the remainder via three-point jumper.
McKeon hit a jumper, a layup and a
free throw and teammate Jessica
Lutkenhouse sank a right-side layup.

Facing a squad which featured
team-speed, the Blue Devils main-
tained their zone defense in the sec-
ond half. In addition, their offense
came to life and outscored the
Colonials, 17-13, in the third quar-
ter. McKeon started the third quarter
by hitting two free throws. Demaio

KIVETZ GRABS 3RD, ADVANCES TO REGIONALS

Tezucar Captures 3rd Title,
OW at District Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil senior Onur Tezucar
proved that he was top dog in the
154-lb. class when he captured his
third-straight District 12 wrestling
title amongst a field of highly tal-
ented wrestlers at the �Devils� Den�
in Westfield on February 27. In addi-
tion, he was so impressive that he
was awarded the Outstanding Wres-
tler Award. Teammate Mike Kivetz
also battled his way to a third-place
finish in the very competitive 173-lb.
class.

Rahway won its second-straight
district title totaling 220 points and

had three champions. The Indians
also advanced 10 wrestlers to the
Region 3 Tournament. The highly
improved Cranford team placed sec-
ond with 153 points, had three win-
ners and advanced eight wrestlers.

Tezucar came to life last year when
the chips were down to win the Dis-
trict 12 and the Region 3 titles at 147,
then went on to place fifth at the state
tournament. This year he appears to
be taking the same approach.

Earlier, on February 13, Tezucar
was seeded first at the Union County
Tournament and seemed to be on his
way to the finals when he was hand-
ily defeating Rahway�s Tom Petrusko,

8-0, in the second period of his semi-
final bout. Having nothing to lose,
Petrusko artfully �tricked� Tezucar
with what has been sometimes known
as a Cement Mixer desperation pin-
ning maneuver. This opened the door
for Todd DeWitt of Johnson, who
defeated John Donofrio of Cranford
in the semis, to defeat Petrusko for
the county title.

Interestingly enough, DeWitt,
Petrusko, Tezucar and Donofrio who
respectively placed one, two, three
and four in the county tournament,
had to meet each other once again in
the District 12 tournament. This time
after receiving a first-round bye,
Tezucar buried Petrusko in the semi-
finals in 3:58.

The showdown between Tezucar
and DeWitt began with Tezucar scor-
ing a single-leg takedown in the first
period. Taking advantage of his
height, Tezucar pulled off a neat step-
over reversal early in the second then
clamped DeWitt in a cradle to pick
up three back points. Tezucar added
a penalty point, an escape and an-
other takedown to come up with a 12-
3 majority decision.

�I was very well mentally set for
this match,� said Tezucar of his bout
with DeWitt. �I shot the high crotch
for the takedown. I threw legs and
rode him for a while. He had good
stamina and was pushing me. That
was good for me. It will get me ready
for the bigger tournaments.�

Tezucar also commented on the
competitiveness of his weight class.
�One man had to lose. I was moti-
vated after losing in the counties.
That got me fired up more than usual.
I drilled hard all week and I was
ready. DeWitt is a real good competi-
tor. I will probably see him in the
regions.�

Congratulations Blue Devil Liz McKeon for Hitting Number 1,003!
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COXSON SEIZES 2 INDIVIDUAL, 2 RELAY 1ST PLACES

Blue Devil Swimmers Unsettle
Colonial Girls in North 1-2 B

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Upset was averted when the tempo-
rarily stunned Westfield High School
girls recovered from an early deficit
and rallied to defeat Morristown, 94-
76, to claim the North Jersey, Section
1-2, Public B title in North Brunswick
on February 24. As she has done
consistently throughout the season,
Jessie Coxson placed first in two indi-
vidual and in two relay events.

Coxson touched first in the 50-yard
freestyle at :25.84 and in the 100-yard

freestyle at 1:02.63. In addition, Ashley
Saul, Katie Bartholomew and Chrissy
Schwebel teamed with Coxson to take
the 200-yard freestyle relay at 1:48.2,
then Kitty Fromtling, Carrie Kolenut,
Schwebel and Coxson won the 400-
yard freestyle event with a time of
3:59.06.

The road for the Blue Devils was
rutty as the Colonials won the first
event, the 200-yard medley relay, in
2:01.46, just .12 ahead of the four-
some of Chrissy Romano, Chrissy
Kolenut, Saul and Fromtling who

totaled 2:01.58. In the very next event,
the 200-freestyle, the Colonials
placed one, two and really put the
pressure on the Blue Devils.

�That hurt,� said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bev Torok of the one, two
finish in the 200-freestyle. �That gave
them 10 points in the event to our six.�

Kerry Hart placed third in the 200-
freestyle at 2:10.77 followed by
Stephanie Kolterjahn at 2:15.24 and
Bartholomew at 2:18.29.

Torok noted the point in the meet
that the Blue Devils noticed that they
were in a bind. �When they
(Morristown) went one, three in the
200-free medley relay, we got touched
out, but I had expected us to take first.
That was eight points that we ex-
pected to get. And their second relay
team in that event took third.�

After losing the first two events,
the path to victory seemed even
darker. �That forced us to make some
changes and beef up our lineup a
little bit,� said Torok. �I had to put
some of the girls in their stronger
events to pull this one out.�

The Colonials were ready and fired
up. �Overall, they swam really well,�
said Torok of Morristown.

�They did surprise me, because the
times I had weren�t the times that
they were swimming. I don�t think
that our girls were really prepared for
this meet. I think they were looking
ahead,� pointed out Torok. �And,
that shocked them that their girls
came out fired up.�

The tide began to turn when Saul
touched first in the 200-yard indi-
vidual medley at 2:20.55, Schwebel
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RAIDERS ADVANCE 9 TO REGION TOURNAMENT

Melendez 3-Peats and Feeley
Doubles at Dist. Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raiders Tony Melendez and Jim
Feeley added another title to their
credits by winning their respective
weight classes at the District 12 wres-
tling tournament held in the �Tiger
Home� in South Plainfield on Febru-
ary 26-27. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
advanced nine wrestlers to the Re-
gion 3 tournament.

The Tigers of South Plainfield had
a marvelous tournament, advancing
all 14 of their wrestlers, and captured
the team title with 265 points. The
Raiders finished second with 178
and the Highlanders from Governor

Livingston finished fourth with 85.5
points.

Melendez, wrestling at 132,
breezed to his third district title, be-
ginning with a :57 fall over High-
lander Bill Lentis. Next, he practiced
with Mike Stembridge of Plainfield
scoring four takedowns and a nearfall
before turning out the lights with a
cradle in 3:21.

�I just wanted to get a workout in.
I wanted to break a sweat,� said
Melendez. �I wanted to work on my
takedowns. I wanted to expose my
opponent and see what kind of op-
tions I had for taking him down, then
I finished him off with a cradle.�

Melendez was all over Tiger John
Blondet in the finals scoring two
takedowns and three nearfalls en
route to a 12-3 majority decision.
Melendez displayed his mastery of
cross-body rides, single-grapevine
and cradle tilting maneuvers.

�I planned to stay aggressive the
whole time,� said Melendez after
winning his third district title. �It
feels good right now but I am not
satisfied. I can�t be satisfied. I want to
win the region title and I want to
place at Atlantic City. I am in the
midst of it for the title. I went to
overtime with Cordova. If I can run
with him, I can run with anybody in
the state.�

Feeley at heavyweight received a
bye, then pinned Rich Strehle of
Chatham in 5:09 to advance to the
finals. Feeley held a 14-5 lead and
was working on a Gable tilt before
discovering a weakness on Strehle�s
opposite side. Feeley quickly shifted
to the other side and rocked Strehle
with a �punch� arm bar and half
nelson.

�I thought that I wrestled pretty
good. I thought that I had him pinned
the first period,� said Feeley. �My
takedowns were working and I had
him on his back three times. I can�t
complain except my endurance
seemed to be down a little.�

The title bout was a rematch of last
year. Feeley had defeated Tiger Colin
Hunter, 6-4, to gain his first heavy-
weight crown and aimed to defend it.
The two gladiators battled through a
scoreless first period, then Feeley
scored an escape in the second. Hunter
escaped in the third period to send
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUBLIC B STATE SWIMMING CHAMPS�Members of the Westfield High
School girls swimming team proudly sit with the New Jersey, Public B State
Championship trophy which they earned after defeating Rumson at the College
of New Jersey in Ewing. Holding the trophy are: Co-Captains Kristina Barabbas,
left, and Kitty Fromtling; back row, Jesse Coxson, Ashley Saul, Krissy Schwebel
and Crissy Romano. See story on page 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURPASSING THE MAGIC NO. 1,000�Blue Devil senior Liz McKeon is
surrounded with flowers, proud parents and a proud coach with a basketball
after surpassing the 1,000-point threshold in her high school basketball career.
Standing, left to right, are: Patti McKeon, Liz McKeon, Jim McKeon and Head
Coach Kathy Hauser.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTANGLED IN LEGS�Blue Devil Onur Tezucar, back, has Crusader Todd
DeWitt of Johnson entangled in legs during the 154-lb. title bout. Tezucar
defeated DeWitt, 11-4, to gain his third District 11 title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING OUT THE BACK�Raider Tony Melendez slips �out the back door�
in his 132-lb. title bout with John Blondet of South Plainfield. Melendez
defeated Blondet, 12-3, to win his third District 12 title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEAVYWEIGHTS HEADING FOR DOUBLE OVERTIME�Raider heavyweight Jim Feeley, top, controls Tiger Colin
Hunter of South Plainfield in the district 12 title bout. Feeley persevered to win in double overtime.


