
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, November 4, 1999 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Fanwood Planning Board Okays Five Appeals;
Memorializes Decision on Dean Oil Application

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD � The Fanwood Plan-
ning Board returned to a more typical
agenda on October 27 following more
than three months of hearings on a
controversial application for apart-
ments at the Dean Oil property.

From June through September, the
board�s regular meetings were de-
voted exclusively to an appeal by
LaGrande Realty Associates, LLC,
which sought to build a two-story
complex on the site. Neighbors ral-
lied against the proposal, claiming it
would negatively impact the borough.

Hearings lasted three hours each
due to the volume of evidence and
testimony from witnesses and the pub-
lic. The board defeated the applica-
tion with a 6-to-1 vote October 29
following a final, five-hour session.

Last week�s meeting opened with a
successful petition by Tomas Frias of
115 Cray Terrace for a bulk variance
to expand the kitchen area of his home
by utilizing a portion of his existing
garage space. Although the addition
will reduce the size of the garage, it
will not alter the existing line of the
house, Mr. Frias confirmed.

The board next approved an appli-
cation by Carl Monopoli of 107
Willoughby Road, who sought a bulk
variance for a detached two-car ga-
rage measuring 26 by 28 square feet.
The applicant already has a 12-foot
by 20-foot garage on his property,
which he said would be used mainly
for storage.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden voiced concern over poten-
tial flooding problems, which are com-
mon on that street, since the new struc-
ture would increase impervious cov-
erage on the lot by 14 percent. He also
observed that, if the board approved
the application, the same issue would
arise with any future appeals for the
same type of structure.

Mr. Monopoli ultimately received
permission to erect the garage with
the condition that he install a storm
water detention system, such as a
stone-filled trench, to compensate for
the reduced amount of pervious sur-
face on his property.

Mr. Marsden told the applicant that
a professional engineer could advise

him on the specifications for such a
system.

Stephen and Janet Siegal of 211
Coriell Avenue subsequently received
the board�s nod for bulk variances to
build a deck and an addition for a
playroom.

Harsh and Aruna Bhargava of 6
Crest Lane were awarded bulk vari-
ances to expand their deck and kitchen
and to create a sun room in their
home. The enhancements are expected
to increase impervious coverage on
the property by 5 percent, according
to Mr. Marsden.

The engineer recommended that the
couple allow runoff water to drain
into the backyard of their property
until the borough implements planned
road and storm sewer improvements
on nearby Coriell Avenue, between
Second Street and Martine Avenue,
which will also benefit Crest Lane.

He told The Times that the project
is expected to get under way next
year, with improvements also ear-
marked for Second Street between
Herbert and Coriell Avenues. The
work will be funded through a
$225,000 grant from the state, the
engineer revealed.

Once the project is completed, run-
off water from the Bhargavas� home
could be channeled into the system,
allowing the couple�s backyard to re-
main drier, Mr. Marsden observed.

In the final new appeal of the

evening, the board voted 5 to 1 in
favor of granting David Jaxheimer a
use variance for mixed residential and
commercial use of 38 South Avenue.
Mr. Jaxheimer has a contract to pur-
chase the site.

The applicant said he plans to rent
a single-family home on the property
to tenants, and use the back portion of
the lot to park two commercial ve-
hicles. A stone lot separates the two
sections of the property.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings cast the lone dissenting
vote, saying he had lingering con-
cerns over how the change in the sta-
tus of the property would impact park-
ing for an adjacent business.

Under old business, the board
passed a resolution memorializing its
decision last month to reject the ap-
peal by LaGrande Realty Associates
concerning the Dean Oil site.

Prior to the memorialization, Coun-
cilman Joel Whitaker, governing body
Liaison to the Planning Board, read
aloud a lengthy resolution that re-
capped the board�s hearings of the
appeal and its ultimate verdict.

Separately, Mr. Cummings said he
sent a letter to Fanwood Police Chief
Robert Carboy concerning violations
of the two-hour parking limit on Sec-
ond Street.  Mr. Cummings explained
that the parking situation could be
problematic for any future develop-
ment of the Dean Oil property.

Sunday Tours Planned
At Cannonball House

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Osborn
Cannonball House will be open to
visitors this Sunday, November 7,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

The saltbox farm house, built circa
1760, is located at 1840 Front Street
in Scotch Plains.

Docents will give tours of the house.
There is no admission charge.

Youth, Local Towns Show
Support for Red Ribbon Day

RUNNING FOR A DRUG FREE SOCIETY... Members of the Westfield High
School boys and girls cross country teams participated in Red Ribbon Day in
downtown Westfield on October 24.

Scotch Plains, Fanwood, and
Westfield participated in the first ever
Union County Inter-town �Red Rib-
bon� Relay on October 24, an event
designed to heighten public aware-
ness of the dangers of alcohol, tobacco
and other drug abuse and to encour-
age prevention of substance abuse
throughout local communities.

Relay participants carried a torch
that was passed from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood to Westfield to Garwood
and then traveled to the end of the

route, Nomahegan Park in Cranford.
Red Ribbon Week began in 1985

as a groundswell of outrage and frus-
tration at the death of Federal Drug
Enforcement Administration Agent
Enrique Camarena. Groups of par-
ents began wearing the small badge
of red satin to show their support for
drug free youth and to encourage
others to take a stand against drugs.

Today it has grown into a week-
long national observance during the
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