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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Bowfinger:
Flimflam Film Man Has Comic Touch
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WESTFIELD  — First Night

Westfield 2000 will be holding its
second annual “Taste of Westfield,”
on Sunday, October 24, from 6 to 9
p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 756 East

Broad Street in West-
field.

This will be
First Night
Westfield’s
m a j o r
fundraiser.

“A Taste of
Westfield” will feature a sampling
of foods from local restaurants.

Tickets are $35 per person if pur-
chased in advance, and $50 at the
door. Advance tickets may be pur-
chased at the Westfield Y, 220 Clark
Street, Westfield.

In conjunction with the Taste of
Westfield, the Westfield Y will be
hosting a “Kids Night Out.” This
program will enable parents to drop
their children, ages 3-12, at the Y
while they attend
“A Taste of West-
field.”

Children will
have a pizza dinner
and participate in ac-
tivities such as sports,
arts and crafts, and mov-
ies, for a fee of $20 per
child. To register, please visit the Y.
Advanced registration is required.

For more information on “A Taste
of Westfield” or First Night West-
field 2000, please call (908) 518-
2983.

MOUNTAINSIDE –
Filmmakers Sympo-
sium, which has hosted
267 movie premieres
during the past eight

years, will begin two sessions at
local theatres beginning on Mon-
day, September 27.

The first session at Loews The-
aters in Mountainside will be held
on Monday evenings, beginning
September 27. The second session
will begin on November 8.

Sony Monmouth Mall sessions
will be held on Tuesday evenings,
beginning on September 28. The
second session will start on No-
vember 9.

Both sessions will be sponsored
by Monmouth University. For infor-
mation, please call (800) 222-7719.

The series is open to the public.
However, seating is limited and
early enrollment is advised. Sub-
scription is $103 for six weeks or
$194 for 12 weeks plus $20 regis-
tration fee.

Films under consideration for
viewing during the fall sessions
include: Any Given Sunday with
Al Pacino and Dennis Quaid; The
Cradle Will Rock with John Cusack;
End of the Affair with Ralph
Fiennes; Hanging Up with Meg
Ryan, and others.

Guest speakers who have come
to share their insights with Sympo-
sium participants include: Danny
Aiello, Gil Bellows, Ethan Hawke,

Helen Mirren and Bruno Barreto.
Symposium Director Chuck Rose

promised: “The series will always
be flexible in order to take advan-
tage of opportunities as they arise.
Wonderful surprises can pop up
out of nowhere, so I try to keep
the schedule as fluid as possible.
Last fall, we premiered 23 movies
which later won a total of 21 Oscar
nominations.”
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FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly and Cul-
tural Arts Director Adele Kenny
have invited Union County poets
to participate in the first Fanny
Wood poetry competition to be
held in conjunction with the
borough’s annual Fanny Wood
Day on Sunday, September 26.

According to the legend of the
borough, Fanny Wood, for whom
the town was named, was a writer
and poet who often traveled to
Fanwood to enjoy the atmosphere
and compose various styles of
writing. Although none of her
works have been discovered, the
legend continues.

Poets who are residents of Union
County are eligible to enter. Sub-
missions must be typed in dupli-

cate on 8 ½- by 11-inch paper. The
entrant’s full name, address and
telephone number must appear in
the upper left corner on only one
of the two copies in order to facili-
tate anonymous judging.

The deadline for entries is
Wednesday, September 15. There
is no entry fee and entrants may
submit up to five poems, which
will not be returned. Only unpub-
lished poems will be considered.

Please send entries to: Fanny
Wood Poetry Competition, c/o
Fanwood Cultural Arts Commit-
tee, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, 07023.

First, second and third place
awards will be given and an-
nouncement of winners will be
made during the Fanny Wood Day
celebration. Winners will be in-
vited to read their winning poems
in the Carriage House Poetry Read-
ing Series at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center in Fanwood.

For further information, please
contact Adele Kenny at (908) 889-
7223.

3 popcorns
The plot is as old as show business

itself: Let’s put on a play! Only with
Bowfinger it’s a movie. But the tradi-
tion is deep.

Directed with generosity and good
will by Frank Oz, writer-star Steve
Martin’s smart and bubbly update about
a Hollywood mogul wannabe provides a
classy way to conclude the 20th century’s
contributions to this genre.

Coming on the recent heels of
Shakespeare In Love, arguably the best
show-biz satire since Mel Brooks’ The
Producers, Bowfinger is sophisticated
but not obscure. Completely full of good
cheer, it is wisely content to play its
nicely conceived hand. While there are
some sidesplitting moments, a consis-
tently buoyant nature is what really
keeps it in good stead. Just reflecting
back on the screwy premise and the
steady stream of little jokes will give
you a laugh.

Meet Bobby Bowfinger (Martin), lo
these many years in Hollywood and, as
suggested by a “Yugo Story” poster on
his apartment-office wall, little more
than a promo piece about that automo-
tive lemon to show for it. His fondest
wish, he confides to the group of would-
be players and stars he has accumulated
like so many stray pups, is to someday
receive a FedEx package.

Unfortunately, it looks like said event
won’t be happening anytime soon. But
Bobby has the next best thing to money
and looks in Hollywood: a harebrained
scheme and a case of denial. He mimics
the walk and fakes the talk.

Shopping a sci-fi adventure script by
Afrim (Adam Alexi-Malle), his Ira-
nian accountant and part-time recep-
tionist, a ridiculously fake cell phone
at his ear, Bowfinger leads a producer

(Robert Downey, Jr.) to believe that
action star Kit Ramsey (Eddie Murphy)
is interested in the treatment, entitled
“Chubby Rain” (chubby, because the
raindrops are populated with aliens).
Says the real-live producer, “You get
Kit Ramsey and you have a go movie.”

“A go movie,” an ebullient Bobby
muses to himself, exulting in the mo-
ment as a great career success. There’s
only one fly in this ointment. No way is
box office bigwig Ramsey going to make
a film with this nobody. And since the
hysterically paranoid movie star is cer-
tain that a white people’s conspiracy
will get him if the aliens don’t, it is
doubtful our small potatoes producer
will be able to change his mind.

One attempt, wherein the title char-
acter tries to inveigle his way into Kit’s
good graces by apprising that he, too, is
a member of MindHead, a religious
cult, gets him tossed out of a limousine.

Not to worry. Having just begun to
fight, Bowfinger nevertheless informs
the motley crew of star struck followers
that Kit has agreed to star in “Chubby
Rain.” Absolute joy. They can’t believe
it. Stardom cannot be far behind. Hail
the conquering hero. But hold on, the
scam artist adds. There is one caveat.
The movie star’s relationship with the
rest of the cast won’t be conventional.

You guessed it. Bobby plans to use
Kit without his knowing it. The wily
entrepreneur posts lookouts throughout
Hollywood. Rapidly deploying the cast
and crew whenever and wherever they
locate their unwitting star, they’ll virtu-
ally smuggle Ramsey into the film. As-
tute editing will take care of the rest.
The results of this experiment in paral-
lel filmmaking are riotous.

When is the last time someone alerted
you not to miss the parking garage scene
with the dog in high heels?

Murphy’s handling of the inexpli-
cable situations that are suddenly foisted
upon Kit provides the comedian with a
virtual field day to strut his stuff. He
seizes the opportunity. When out of the
blue Kit’s “Chubby Rain” co-star, Carol
(Christine Baranski), dashes up to him
and starts ranting about “alien love,”
the great comic actor’s facial expres-
sions alone are worth the price of admis-
sion.

And though MindHead, headed by a
demagogic Terence Stamp, has its ma-
nipulating tentacles deep into Murphy’s
egocentric bag of phobias, one suspects
that the great amounts of extra minister-
ing Kit needs to keep him a happy tither
may not be worth the effort.

Bowfinger’s look at the pretensions
of filmmaking on all levels is endearing.
Humorously theatrical Carol, who might
someday become a grand dame of the
screen if only she could finally make a
movie, is deeply impressed with Mr.
Ramsey’s acting ability: “Amazing. So
natural. It really seems like he doesn’t
know he’s making a movie.”

But Carol wonders why she still hasn’t
been introduced to her male lead. She’d
welcome a chance to talk shop. Out of
the question, Bowfinger warns, explain-
ing that they are all involved in a
groundbreaking form of filmmaking
known as cinema nouveau. Suddenly it
is clear.

“Oh, cinema nouveau,” the thespian
speculates with revelatory satisfaction.
Miss Baranski is a sheer comic joy.

Also involved in this making of a
movie within a movie is Heather Gra-
ham as Daisy, the attractive ingenue
just off the bus from Ohio who isn’t
quite the hayseed she pretends to be.
Rather aggressive when it comes to her
movie career, Daisy makes like a one-
woman crusade to reinstate the casting
couch’s glory days. Once the aspiring
actress maneuvers her way up the
moviemaking chain to Bowfinger —
she, trying to gain a larger role; he, in
search of a grubstake — the meeting of
charlatans is droll with truth.

And then there’s the time-honored
role of the rube that no film celebrating
this theme can be without. In Mervyn
LeRoy’s Gold Diggers of 1933, the
classic innocent was Brad Roberts (Dick
Powell), a Boston Brahmin with Broad-
way song writing aspirations.

This go-round, once again proving
he’s the best multi-role movie comic
since Peter Sellers, Murphy also plays
Jiff Ramsey, Kit’s goofy and uncor-
rupted twin. Perennially in the shadow
of his famous brother, the anxious neo-
phyte would like to be accepted for
himself.

Now, Bobby wouldn’t take advan-
tage of the kid, would he? Hold off
judgment until you see the highway
crossing scene, wherein Bowfinger as-
sures a skeptical Jiff that the hundreds
of speeding cars are being driven by
stunt drivers.

A cross between schlockmeister Ed
Wood and Zero Mostel’s Max
Bialystock (The Producers), Mr.
Martin’s crafty conniver speaks to the
hopeful dreamer in us all. Undaunted
by the odds, he justifies often question-
able means by consecrating his entire
being to that one romantically immu-
table end: The Show Must Go On.

He may be a con man. But if you go
backstage with Bowfinger, you certainly
won’t be cheated out of any laughter.

*  *  *  *  *
Bowfinger, rated PG-13, is a Uni-

versal Pictures release directed by
Frank Oz and stars Steve Martin, Eddie
Murphy and Christine Baranski. Run-
ning time: 97 minutes.
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NEWARK – The New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra (NJSO) will com-
mence its 1999-2000 season with a
special Opening
Night Celebration on
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 15, at 7 p.m. in
Prudential Hall at the
New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark.

Music Director
Zdenek Macal and
the NJSO will be
joined by cellist and
12-time Grammy
Award winning art-
ist, Yo-Yo Ma, who will perform
his rendition of Elgar’s Cello Con-
certo in E. minor, Op. 85.

The program will also include
Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9 in E

minor, Op. 95, “From the New
World” and Smetana’s Overture to
The Bartered Bride.

Tickets to this per-
formance are $500,
$100, $75, $50 and
$35. The $500 tickets
will include a pre-
concert VIP recep-
tion, premium con-
cert seating and a
post-concert dinner.
Corporate packages
are also available.

For more informa-
tion, please contact
the NJSO Ticket Of-

fice at 1-800-ALLEGRO or (800)
255-3476 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday. For cor-
porate packages, please call (973)
624-3713, Extension No. 213.
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WESTFIELD – The First Night

Westfield Committee has an-
nounced that Barbara Zlebek of
Colonia was named the winning
designer of this year’s admission
button.

A resident of Colonia and
freelance graphic artist, Mrs. Zlebek
immigrated from the Czech Re-
public in 1971. She is a Westfield
High School graduate. She is also
married with two children.

Her design was chosen from
dozens of entries. She will receive
a dinner for two at a local restau-
rant and four First Night admis-
sion buttons.

The First Night buttons will be
sold as admission to First Night
Westfield 2000. Buttons will be
available at the Westfield Y and
other locations during December.

First Night is a community-wide
New Year’s Eve celebration, with
the goal of strengthening the com-
munity by promoting a public,
alcohol-free festival of the arts that
is affordable for all. Activities will
include music, dance, theater,
storytelling, magic, arts and crafts,
puppets and other activities.

The event is sponsored by the
Westfield Y and the Westfield
Foundation. For more informa-
tion, please call the Westfield Y at
(908) 233-2700.

WINNING DESIGNER…The First Night Committee has announced that
Barbara Zlebek of Colonia has been named the winning designer of this
year’s admission button. Pictured, left to right, are: Co-Chairs of the First
Night Arts and Events Committee, Arlene Bertrand and Barbara Karp, and
center, Mrs. Zlebek.
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PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel

(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� A/C Service
� Tires

� Road Service
� Tune-ups

� Brakes
� Batteries

NJ
State

Inspection

HOUSE CLEANING

Maid To Order
YOUR Premier Home Cleaning Service

Trained, Uniformed Professionals
Bonded • Insured

33 Points of Service • Guaranteed Satisfaction

908-624-9700 • 800-997-MAID

FENCINGFENCINGFENCINGFENCINGFENCING

(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All All All All All TTTTTypes ofypes ofypes ofypes ofypes of F F F F Fenceenceenceenceence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

HANDYMAN SERVICES

(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
ORAL SURGERY

Westfield Oral Surgery Associates, P.C.
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons

Philip R. Geron, D.M.D., F.A.A.O.M.S.
N.J. Specialty Permit # 3102

• Dental Extractions ~ Implants • • Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea •
• T.M.J. ~ Headaches •

• Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction •
320 Lenox Avenue, Westfield � (908) 233-8088

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

PERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

AIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
• Central Air Systems • Gas Furnaces
• Boilers • Humidifiers • Air Cleaners
 • Hot Water Heaters

Sheet Metal Work

908-654-8861
FREE ESTIMATES

License #10596

AVAILABLE

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES  AND  AND  AND  AND  AND GOODSGOODSGOODSGOODSGOODS
YOU NEED!YOU NEED!YOU NEED!YOU NEED!YOU NEED!

This Space
Available.
Call Joanna

232-4407

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

(908) 272-5422

Member: NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificated by Rutgers Cook College in
Landscape Design & Turf Management

• Turf Renovation
• New Plantings

• Walks/Patios/Walls

HOUSE CLEANING

“The Company That Saves You Money”

233-0582
CALL TODAY

House Cleaning for
Busy People!

We Even Do Windows!
Free, No Obligation Estimates


