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“A verbal art like poetry
is reflective; it stops to

think. Music is
immediate. It goes on to

become.”
-W.H. Auden, Poet

Pen and InkPen and InkPen and InkPen and InkPen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

WATERLOO VILLAGE IN

STANHOPE will host an evening
with the Princeton Cham-
ber Symphony on Friday,
September 3, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $15 for adults,
$10 for children. For more
information, please call (973)
347-0900.

The Visiting Artisan Series
at WATERLOO VILLAGE IN STANHOPE

will feature basketry with
Valerie Ponsini on Saturday,
September 4, from noon to 4
p.m. The event is free with
general admission.

A.C. MOORE IN EDISON will
host a Stamping, Stationery
Making course from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. on Friday, Septem-
ber 3, for an $18 fee. On Mon-
days, September 6 and 13, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., crafters may
crochet slippers for $25. A
Stamp Embossing course will
be offered on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 8, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. for an $18 fee. For more
information, please call (732)
777-2020.

COLOR ME MINE in Summit
will hold its Girls’ Night Out
from 6 to 9 p.m. this evening. A
Family Nite on Saturday, Sep-
tember 4, from 6 to 9 p.m.
entitles one child to paint free
with an adult. A Mommy & Me
event will be held on Wednes-
day, September 8, from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., entitling a child to
paint for free with an adult. For
more information, please call
(908) 598-0248.

Scandinavian Fest will be
held on Sunday, September
5, at WATERLOO VILLAGE IN

STANHOPE from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. The cultures of Norway,
Sweden, Iceland, Denmark,
Finland and Estonia will be
celebrated with dancing, gifts,
music and food. Tickets are
$10 for adults, $8 for senior
citizens, children under 15
are admitted free.

Greek Festival will be held
on Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, September 10,11 and 12,
at HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHO-
DOX CHURCH IN WESTFIELD from
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and
Saturday and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday. Enjoy authentic Greek
foods, live music, and shop-
ping. A $1 donation if re-
quested; children under 12
are admitted free.

Italian Festival will be
held on Friday, Saturday, Sun-
day and Monday, September
3, 4, 5 and 6, at ST. BARTHOLOMEW

THE APOSTLE CHURCH IN SCOTCH

PLAINS from 5 to 11 p.m.  Enjoy
great food, rides and games.

“Children want the same things
we want. To laugh, to be chal-
lenged, to be entertained and
delighted,” Theodore Geisel
(a.k.a. Dr. Seuss) once stated.

This children’s author and
elaborate illustrator possessed
one of the most phenomenal
imaginations of his time – chal-
lenging children with rhyme,
while provoking thought and
change.

In 1904 in Springfield, Mass.,
Dr. Seuss was born. He started a
career in advertising after study-
ing at Dartmouth College and
Oxford University.

While his innovative ideas left
their mark in the advertising
world, his creations were the
most effective on the young
minds of children. Dr. Seuss hit
the jackpot when “And to Think
That I Saw It on Mulberry Street”
arrived at bookstores and librar-
ies.

Soon, children and parents
were craving “The Cat in the
Hat,” “Green Eggs and Ham” and
“Oh, The Place’s You’ll Go!”

Most importantly, however, the
works of Dr. Seuss made reading
interesting and appealing by com-
bining outrageous images with
silly rhymes, encouraging chil-
dren to develop a love for lit-
eracy.

Before his death in 1991, Dr.
Seuss was awarded the Pulitzer
Prize and he won three Academy
Awards. In total, he illustrated
and authored over 44 children’s
books.

A New Look for Arts & Entertainment:
Why Everything Deserves a Face Lift

Dr. David Taylor, a former English professor at Moravian College
in Bethlehem, Pa., taught me as much about welcoming change as
creative writing. When I refused to take a hard look at a short story,
which contained elements he encouraged me to scrap in order to
improve the piece, he canceled class for the day. “This,” he
proclaimed, “is because Miss LePoidevin refuses to improve her
writing.”

While the rest of my classmates paid homage to the gods of
Budweiser and Coors that afternoon, I sat at my dorm desk
considering Dr. Taylor’s harsh words. Although my story had
promise, it would thrive if only I dared to take a closer look at it,
accept constructive criticism and make the piece the best it could
possibly be. That was six years ago.

Today, I carry Dr. Taylor’s words of wisdom with me while
molding, shaping and improving this section. This explains the
facelift you have noticed in this week’s edition. This is not to say that
the past format was not working. The Westfield Leader and The Times
have received positive feedback through letters, e-mails and tele-
phone calls since the A&E section was launched on April 15.
However, like all things, the section is a work in progress.

The A&E banner is more crisp and occupies less space, allowing
for additional room for stories. The Artist of the Week blends into the
banner, drawing the eye into the meat of the section. The Main
Ingredient will read more as a recipe card with a smaller format,
allowing readers to clip and save for future use. The Dining Table
headline also received a bit of a facelift. It’s less stuffy and more
entertaining. State of the Art, which is a sampling of arts activities
around the area, now appears to be sleeker and promises to add new
venues to its list as the year goes on.

But, the old standbys will continue: editorials every other week
which touch on the good, bad and in-between in the arts; concert
reviews; spotlights on local artists; places to explore and escape
beyond our local boundaries; quotes from inspirational artists;
gallery reviews and much more.

Change can be difficult. We are sure that this A&E facelift will
produce a stronger layout, innovative articles and continued feed-
back from our readers. As always, your input is what shapes and
molds the growth of this section.

I think Dr. Taylor would be proud.

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient
DUTCH APPLE PANCAKES

1 medium apple, peeled, cored, thinly sliced
1/4 cup butter
2 tbsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. each cinnamon and nutmeg

1 cup biscuit mix
2/3 cup milk
1 egg
1 tbsp. sugar

Melt butter in hot pan. Blend in sugar and spices. Add apple pieces
and cook until tender. In a separate pan, combine biscuit mix, milk,
egg and sugar until moist. Pour over apple mixture. Cook for 10-12
minutes until pancake is lightly browned.

CCCCCooooolllllooooor r r r r YYYYYourself Crourself Crourself Crourself Crourself Creative:eative:eative:eative:eative:
CrCrCrCrCreate a Keate a Keate a Keate a Keate a Keepsakeeepsakeeepsakeeepsakeeepsake
At Color Me MineAt Color Me MineAt Color Me MineAt Color Me MineAt Color Me Mine

Couples can collaborate to cre-
ate their own special pieces.

The atmosphere at Color Me
Mine is always inviting and in-
spiring creative minds.

Charity Art Auction to be HeldCharity Art Auction to be HeldCharity Art Auction to be HeldCharity Art Auction to be HeldCharity Art Auction to be Held
At Mount Saint Mary AAt Mount Saint Mary AAt Mount Saint Mary AAt Mount Saint Mary AAt Mount Saint Mary Academycademycademycademycademy

WATCHUNG – Mount Saint Mary
Academy Alumnae of Watchung
will host a charity art auction on
Saturday, September 18, at the
Academy to raise funds to benefit

Auction items are tax deductible.
Credit cards will be accepted.

For more information, please
call the Academy at (908) 757-
0108, No. 4507.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — The skies may be
charcoal gray and the streets slick
with rain, but beyond the doors of
Color Me Mine on Springfield Av-
enue in Summit, children are dip-
ping their brushes into swirls of
purple and turquoise paint and a
mother is adorning an unfinished

c e r a m i c
p a s t a
bowl with
a bright
orange to-
mato.

In any
type of

we a t h e r,
experimenting

artisans, young and
old, find themselves

spending their leisure time at
Color Me Mine, painting a teapot
with flowers, a chubby pink piggy
bank or a pair of elegant candle-
sticks. And, there are shelves filled
to the brim with over 400 items to
adorn.

“This is a place where people
come to relax in a creative sense,”
explained Owner Alicia “Lili”
Avery. “It’s not a rushed environ-
ment, although it can get very
busy. It’s low-key. It’s a place where
people can produce a piece that
they are really proud of.”

Daring crafters may select a soup
mug for $8, a salad plate or trea-
sure boxes for $10, a piglet salt
and pepper set for $15 or teapots
for $22. Other bisque items in-
clude birdhouses for the garden,
serving platters, knobs for draw-
ers and doors, adornments for the
bath, frames and switchplate cov-
ers. Pieces range from $3.50 to $50
and the options are endless.

One of the most unique choices
is Tea for One ($16) in which a
small tea cup rests atop a teapot
which might hold enough tea for
one tea enthusiast.

But, what if you’re stuck for
ideas and it’s tough to get those
creative juices flowing? Chunk
stamps and stencils fill baskets to
the brim with decorative choices.

Ms. Avery noted that a graphic

computer will walk crafters through
a world of different pattern choices,
styles and motifs. The designs are
then printed from the computer to
be traced onto the ceramic piece.

“It’s a learning experience,” Ms.
Avery revealed when describing
the creative process at Color Me
Mine. “People should come in with
an experimental attitude. There is
an element of surprise as to what
comes out of the kiln.”

She added that ceramics is dif-
ferent from other art forms be-
cause “what you see is not neces-
sarily what you’ll get.” Ms. Avery
said crafters are educated by Color
Me Mine representatives, who are

teachers or artists themselves, as
to the effects of kilning and firing
on the color and techniques used
on a piece.

Selecting a ceramic piece is the
beginning of your adventure.
Clearly labeled shelves at Color
Me Mine provide the description
and price of each item. Then, it is
time to sketch out a design on
your piece based upon the com-
puter graphics, a stencil or your
own imagination.

Eager artisans then select their
own underglaze from an assort-
ment of 60 colors. Painting tech-
nique guides or Color Me Mine
representatives will assist the artist
in painting your ceramic piece.
When completed, the representa-
tives will fire the piece in the Color
Me Mine kilns. In approximately
48 hours, the piece is ready to go
home.

Aside from the cost of the ce-
ramic piece, studio time costs $7
per hour. Children can paint for $5
per hour with a one hour mini-
mum. This fee entitles the artist to
unlimited access of supplies, glaz-
ing and firing.

Birthday parties and Mommy &
Me classes are available for crafters
at Color Me Mine. If you’re in the
mood for a little girl talk and kick-
ing back with some wine and
cheese, Thursday’s Girls’ Night Out
is up your alley. Ms. Avery said
that fall classes will be added to
the Color Me Mine schedule.

“That’s beautiful!” Ms. Avery told
one young artist in the making
during her interview with The West-
field Leader and The Times, “Go
show Mommy!”

Color me curious. That Tea for
One piece has my name on it!

Pointe • Lyrical • Tap • Acrobatics

322-4249     •     369-3215
Call For Information or Come and Meet Us!

THE MODERNE
ACADAMIE

OF FINE ARTS

Tap • Jazz • Acrobatics • Hip-Hop

1820 E. 2nd Street, Scotch Plains
• College Graduate Teachers
• Over 30 Years of Experience
• Small Classes
• All Levels & Ages

• 3 Yr. Old Pre-School
Morning Class

• Evening & Sat. Classes
• Scholarships Available

Classes Start September 13th
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Registration:
Wednesday Thursday Saturday

– – Sept 2 – 10-3pm – –
Sept 8 – 10-3pm Sept 9 – 10-3pm Sept 11 – 10-3pm

Member:
Dance Masters of

 America

Associated Dance
Teachers of NJ

Greek Band

Fanwood’s TV-35
Weekly Schedule
Thursday, Sept. 2, 8:00 P.M.

FYI Fanwood – The Mayor
talks to the coalition to bring
cardiac surgery to Muhlenberg

Thursday, Sept. 2, 9:00 P.M.
Freeholders’ Forum

Saturday, Sept. 4, 8:00 P.M.
Men of the USS Intrepid with
Fanwood’s own Bill Sheppard

Saturday, Sept. 4, 9:00 P.M.
Freeholders’ Forum - with
special guest Woodbridge
Mayor James McGreevey

Monday, Sept. 6, 8:00 P.M.
Great Labor Day Storm of ’98

Wednesday, Sept. 8, 8:00 P.M.
Contact We Care Race of ’99

Wednesday, Sept. 8, 9:00 P.M.
FYI Fanwood – The Mayor
talks to cultural arts director
Adele Kenny

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

the Alumnae Scholar-
ship Fund. The auc-
tion preview will be
held at 7:30 p.m. The
auction will follow at 8
p.m.

A variety of oils, wa-
tercolors, graphics,
sketches and sculp-
tures will be available
for bidding. The works
of Dali, Delacroix,
Boulanger, Degas,
Tarkay, Neiman and
Monet will be show-
cased.

Admission is $5 at the
door. Prizes and refresh-
ments will be available.

Artist to TArtist to TArtist to TArtist to TArtist to Teach Aeach Aeach Aeach Aeach Adultsdultsdultsdultsdults
Basics in PaintingBasics in PaintingBasics in PaintingBasics in PaintingBasics in Painting

SCOTCH PLAINS — Donn
Lesniak, a professional artist work-
ing in the area, will offer two-hour
painting lessons for interested

adults at the
Scotch Hills
C l u b -
house, lo-
cated off
Jerusa lem
Road in

Scotch Plains.
Mr. Lesniak will

teach oil painting and color blend-
ing, among other techniques, on
Fridays from October 8 to Novem-
ber 12 from 10 a.m. to noon.

Students will purchase their own
materials, and there is a registra-
tion fee. Registration is already
under way for residents, who may
take the course for a nominal fee
of $40 for six classes. Non-resi-
dents may register beginning Tues-
day, September 7, for a fee of $45.

For further information, please
call the Scotch Plains Department
of Parks at (908) 322-6700.


