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Appeal for Deal Oil Property Continues
As Board Faces Deadline for Decision

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning Board’s
hearing of a controversial applica-
tion for apartments at the Dean Oil
site entered its third round August
25, this time focusing on traffic is-
sues, as well as additional concerns
over how the facility would impact
the community.

Once again, the appeal by
LaGrande Realty Associates, LLC
drew more than 100 people to the
Park Middle School auditorium in
Scotch Plains for continuing testi-
mony regarding the development
group’s bid to construct a two-story,
25-unit complex on the lot at
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street.

Borough residents have steadfastly
opposed the project, arguing it would
be an inappropriate use of the 1.3-
acre property, which is presently
zoned as general-commercial. The
lot, which underwent an environ-
mental cleanup several years ago,
has been vacant for a decade.

Opponents, who have banded to-
gether as Fanwood Citizens for Re-
sponsible Development (FCRD),
have claimed the multi-family dwell-
ing would put a strain on local school
enrollment, services and facilities;
increase traffic and create parking
problems in the area.

They have also maintained that
the project would remove a sizeable
chunk of available land from the
downtown area, which the borough
is attempting to revitalize.

LaGrande Realty Associates’ pro-
posal calls for 23 two-bedroom and
two one-bedroom apartments to be
housed within a brick-and-glass

building with a peaked roof. Four of
the dwellings have been earmarked
for affordable housing. The building
would provide two parking spaces
for each rental unit.The applicants
have a contract to purchase the site
from its current owner, identified in
Fanwood tax records as Savers’
Shares of Morristown.

During his testimony last week,
William Denzler, an urban planner
for the applicant, reiterated his argu-
ment that the planned apartment
building, with a density of 21 units
per acre, would represent “the mini-
mal feasible development of this site.”

He noted that the borough’s re-
vised Master Plan, adopted by the
Planning Board last November, con-
tains a recommendation that the en-
tire half block of Second Street be-
tween LaGrande and South Avenues,
including the Dean Oil site, be re-
zoned as central-commercial. The
Borough Council is expected to adopt
its revised zoning ordinance by the
end of this year.

Mr. Denzler argued that apartments
are a permitted use in a central-
commercial zone, and that such use
of the property would be less intense
than if it were developed for retail.
He projected that 50 people, includ-
ing half a dozen children, would live
in the building.

The planner said the proposed 226-
foot building length would be “com-
patible with the neighborhood,” not-
ing that a stretch of Martine Avenue
stores between Eckerd Drugs and
Bagel America are linked by a solid
facade spanning more than 300 feet.

He also cited several other com-
munities, including Westfield, Fair

Lawn, Boonton and Somerville,
which he said were home to apart-
ment complexes with similar num-
bers of units per acre. Mr. Denzler
said these facilities were also adja-
cent to commercial districts and near
single-family residences.

These towns, however, vary in size
and population in comparison to
Fanwood, which has  7,108 residents
living within 1.3 square miles.

Mr. Denzler maintained that the
planned apartment complex would
provide housing for seniors and oth-
ers seeking apartments, while also
helping Fanwood to meet its afford-
able housing obligation, which he
placed at 45 units.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden disputed Mr. Denzler’s as-
sessment of Fanwood’s affordable
housing obligation, however, saying
no such figure had yet been received
from the state Council On Affordable
Housing.

With the board under pressure to
reach a decision in the case before
Friday, October 1, Board Chairman
Gregory Cummings proposed that
questions from the public be limited
to two minutes each, in order to allow
sufficient time for all witnesses to be
heard.

The suggestion drew reactions of
protest from some members of the
audience, however, who had been
waiting to address issues with Mr.
Denzler. The planner had also testi-
fied before the board regarding the ap-
plication on July 28.

“We have a right to talk to this man,”
said Thomas P. Ryan, Jr. of Marian
Avenue, currently a Republican candi-
date for Borough Council and a mem-

ber of FCRD, who called the applicant’s
planner “the most important witness.”

After two other board members spoke
in favor of allowing extended time for
public questions, Mr. Cummings and
his colleagues decided not to impose
the two-minute limit.

The Board Chairman reminded the
audience, however, that if the board
does not render a verdict within 120
days after the application was com-
pleted, it will automatically be approved
under state law.

LaGrande Realty Associates, which
had originally proposed a three-story
building with 36 units last February,
completed its present application on
June 3, according to Planning Board
records.

Mr. Denzler spent much of the
evening fielding questions from mem-
bers of the audience – none of whom
appeared to be in favor of the apart-
ments project. Many residents have
advocated commercial development of
the property, which would generate more
substantial tax ratables for the commu-
nity.

One resident observed that the
borough’s revised Master Plan actually
recommends a blend of commercial
and residential development for the pro-
posed central-commercial zone.

Mr. Ryan quizzed the planner on
such matters as whether the latter felt
the Dean Oil site could accommodate
the proposed scope of the project; how
much it would cost to add children
living in the complex to the public school
rolls and if there would be sufficient
recreation space for the apartments’
residents.

Mr. Denzler said he believed the site
was appropriate for the proposed project,
but said he did not have knowledge

Roosting Birds Continue to Plague
Golf Street, Wood Road Residents

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Maybe it was the cool late August
weather, or perhaps the worst has
already passed. Whatever the reason,
the thousands of birds that usually
make the Golf Street-Wood Road
neighborhood of Scotch Plains their
annual summer roost were few and
far between this past Monday
evening.

“I don’t know where they are,”
confessed Jeff Downing of Wood
Road, a leader in the effort of some in
the area to prod the Scotch Plains
Township Council to take action to
disperse the flock, which, some com-
plain, is preventing them from en-
joying the outdoors during the three-
and-a-half months the grackles,
blackbirds and starlings make the
neighborhood their nighttime home.

Beginning in late winter, a group
of neighborhood residents met with
the Council to urge action similar to,
if not stronger than, last summer’s
pyrotechnics effort, which was par-
tially successful in dispersing the
birds — at least temporarily.

The Council heard stories of resi-
dents fearful of exposing their chil-
dren to the numerous bird droppings
in their yards and on their driveways
and sidewalks.

One Wood Road homeowner told
of barbecuing in his backyard while
holding an umbrella to shield him-
self and his food from the birds.

In the spring, the Council began
discussing the use of a fruit-based fog
that would be sprayed into the large
trees in which the birds roost.

Such a method is used at large
airports to keep birds away from run-
ways and airplane hangars.

But after hearing some residents
express concerns about the potential
health hazards of such a solution, the
Township Council voted in July not
to employ a fogging solution.

In early August, Mr. Downing
wrote to Mayor Geri Samuel and the
Council, stating that “the problem
will continue without active involve-
ment,” and urged a 10-day pyrotech-
nics and bird distress sounds effort
recommended by an expert with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“The Council didn’t do what we
asked them to do,” Mr. Downing told
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
earlier this week.

He said if nothing is ultimately
done this year, then he will begin

making plans to consult with the
Council again next year.

In an interview last month, Mayor
Samuel told The Times that the bird
problem was not as bad this summer
as it was last year.

But Jim O’Connor of Gallagher
Avenue differed with the Mayor.

“I can’t use my deck,” he told The
Times, adding that he had left his car
outside one night last week and had
to take it to the car wash the follow-
ing day due to the bird droppings.

Another area resident, Barbara
Russ of Duncan Drive, told The Times
she wasn’t directly affected by the
birds, but did have concerns about
any potential fogging efforts under-
taken by the Township.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
MUSIC FOR A SUMMER NIGHT…The Voodudes, a band specializing in
creole, folk and island music, entertain area residents during an August 19
performance on the Village Green in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are:
Jim Beckerman, Mike Flynn, Dave Ambrosy, Andy Bernstein and Gary Ambrosy.

Consultants on Growing Enrollment Impact
Appear Before Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

The consulting firm that will help
guide the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education’s plan of action
with respect to burgeoning enroll-
ment made its first appearance be-
fore the board at the August 26 busi-
ness meeting.

Gary O’Connor of The Thomas
Group in Princeton, and Judy
Fergeson, the firm’s educational con-
sultant, promised the board would
receive a report from them on Octo-
ber 18.

The report will include informa-
tion on the buildings’ health and
safety code issues, compliance with

the Americans With Disabilities Act
and the issue of “life-cycle” costs,
which is the expense of maintaining
buildings. The report will also ana-
lyze the capacity of individual facili-
ties, and identify what the most effec-
tive scenario (such as renovation,
new construction, re-districting or a
combination of all three) would be to
meet the students’ needs.

The board asked The Thomas
Group to consider three district-gen-
erated options in its assessment and
subsequent development of a poten-
tial capital spending plan.

They include:
• Move administrative offices out

of Evergreen School to free up class-
room space. This would require ma-
jor re-districting of students because
much of the school space problem
exists on the south side and Ever-
green School is located on the north

side of town.
• Reconfigure district grade lev-

els to Kindergarten through fourth;
fifth through eighth; and ninth
through twelfth. This option would
necessitate construction of new class-
rooms at Terrill Middle School and
some re-districting.

• Add on to Brunner School.
The board also gave the consult-

ants license to present their own rec-
ommendation.

In other business, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Principal Dr.
David Heisey presented the proposed
high school curriculum changes for
the 2000-2001 school year. Changes
are reviewed at this time to give the
high school time to produce the Pro-
gram of Studies from which students
will select courses in January 2000
for the following September.

Whereas some recommendations

were as simple as a name change
(such as “Elementary Functions” will
be called “Pre-calculus”), the pro-
posal to drop “Algebra I” at the high
school — given that the course will
be taken by all eighth-grade students
— sparked some concern, primarily
with respect to transfer students.

Dr. Heisey will appear before the
board in September to respond to
questions posed at last week’s meet-
ing and seek approval on the revised
curriculum.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye reviewed five Focus
Areas, which will likely drive the
district’s budget planning for 2000-
2001 and 2001-2002. These include:
Learning Needs of Students; Assess-
ment, Curriculum and Instruction;
Supervision and Professional Devel-
opment; Technology, and Facilities.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools Open Doors
To About 4,400 Students on Wednesday, Sept. 8

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Barring a natural disaster similar
to the tornado that ripped through
area towns a year ago, the doors of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools will
open Wednesday, September 8, to
welcome approximately 4,400 stu-

dents for the new school year.
As in the past, schools will start

with a half-day on Wednesday, and
move quickly into full-day sessions
for Thursday and Friday of next week.

Through the summer, district of-
ficials hired approximately 40 new
teachers, bringing the total number

of in-class educators to approxi-
mately 382.

In preparation for the 1999-2000
school year, administrators expanded
the New Teacher Orientation Pro-
gram to a full five days, beginning
August 30.

District officials appear commit-

ted to minimizing teacher time out
of the classroom for training and
meetings.

While there are some experienced
teachers among the incoming group,
most seemed to be new to the class-
room, it appeared during an orienta-
tion at Board of Education office’s on
Monday that the The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood also attended. All
were enthusiastic, full of questions
and eager to learn successful class-
room management skills.

Concerns from new teachers in-
cluded: how to structure an elemen-
tary school day most effectively; how
to manage the “black holes, which
are various times of the day when it is
difficult to hold students’ attention;
how to construct an effective disci-
pline plan; how to manage block
scheduling; how to deal with the
subjectivity of grading at the elemen-
tary level, and how to deal with par-
ents at Back to School Night and on
an ongoing basis.

District orientation directors An-
drea Karanik, Susan Laffey and Rita
Selesner repeatedly emphasized the
need for new teachers to feel com-
fortable asking their mentors, teach-
ing buddies and grade-level col-
leagues for assistance.

“Don’t be shy. Ask for what you
need,” stated Mrs. Selesner, who
teaches seventh-grade History at
Terrill Middle School. She encour-
aged teachers to go to their supervi-
sors and principals for additional
support and information.

Through the summer months,
ServiceMaster Management Services
Company of Downers Grove, Ill. took
the helm with respect to custodial
and maintenance activities in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district.

Guy Harn, who manages
ServiceMaster’s activities locally,
outlined the major projects, which
the company undertook this summer.

At Terrill Middle School, a new
Media Center computer room has
been under construction and is sched-
uled for completion before Septem-
ber 8. Workers also constructed a
new office and art room at the school.

At Park Middle School, workers
continue construction of a computer
instruction room within the Media
Center. It is scheduled for comple-
tion by late September-early Octo-
ber.

At Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), crews removed the
floor-level bleachers in the main gym,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Republicans Present
Views on the Past Year;

Discuss Campaign Issues
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: This week, The
Times interviewed Republicans on
the Scotch Plains Township Council
to discuss the last eight months in
office and what they expect for the
fall, including the General Election.
Last week, The Times talked with
Democratic Scotch Plains Mayor Geri
M. Samuel about her view of the first
eight months of this year and the
future.

*  *  *  *  *
The two Republicans on the Scotch

Plains Township Council have prom-
ised that this year’s 5 percent prop-
erty tax increase will be a significant
issue in the fall campaign to fill the
unexpired term of Democrat Franklin
P. Donatelli, who died in May.

Control of the five-member gov-
erning body will go to the party that
is victorious in the balloting during
the General Election on Tuesday,
November 2.

Councilman Martin Marks, the
Campaign Co-Chairman for Repub-
lican candidate Frank Rossi, has
vowed that the Democratic candi-
date, Phillip Wiener, will be chal-

lenged to explain his earlier backing
of the 5 percent property tax increase
that was strongly opposed by the
Republicans during the council’s dis-
cussions on the matter in April and
May.

Mr. Marks told The Times this
week that Mr. Wiener “publicly sup-
ported the Democrats’ tax increase
proposals, and even supported the
initial 6 percent proposal that was
rejected. We intend to remind him,
and to remind voters in Scotch Plains,
of his comments.”

Mr. Marks responded to remarks
made in last week’s Times by Demo-
cratic Mayor Geri M. Samuel that
when the GOP controlled the coun-
cil, Republicans, too, had proposed
similar tax increases.

“You can go back and find consid-
erable tax increases,” Mr. Marks ad-
mitted, “but you never had a surplus
of more than $3 million at the same
time.”

Mr. Marks and fellow Republican
Councilman William F. McClintock,
Jr. both urged the council in April to
pare back the proposed tax increase
by using more of what they said was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

David B. Corbin for The Times
UPGRADING THE COMPUTERS…David Hall, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district employee, is pictured upgrading some of the new I-Mac comput-
ers being installed at Park Middle School. About 40 computers were allotted to
Park School, 30 to Terrill Middle School and several to Coles Elementary.
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about the education costs. As for recre-
ation, he pointed out that the com-
plex would be located directly across
from LaGrande Park.

Opponents of the project have pro-
tested that the facility would cause
overuse of the park. At one point
during the meeting, Mr. Denzler con-
ceded that while the apartment build-
ing “will increase use of the park,” a
growth in the number of single-fam-
ily homes in Fanwood would pro-
duce the same result.

In response to further questions by
Mr. Ryan, Mr. Denzler said he be-
lieved apartment residents would
have sufficient storage space, but
acknowledged that there would be
no basement or attic areas.

Eric and Sue Hess of Marian Av-
enue, also with FCRD, separately
asked Mr. Denzler about the
applicant’s claim that the apartments
would provide appropriate housing
for senior citizens.

Addressing a statement made by
the planner that the facility would
address a shortage of rental units in
the area, Mr. Hess asked Mr. Denzler
if any documented study or poll had
been done to assess whether there
was a need for this type of housing in
Fanwood. Mr. Denzler said neither
of these had been done.

Mrs. Hess later asked why, if the
building was deemed appropriate for
seniors, had the applicant not in-
cluded an elevator in the plan for the
building. Mr. Denzler said that, to
his knowledge, an elevator was not
required for this type of building.

He also remarked that senior citi-
zens were only one component of the
population of prospective tenants,
and that half the proposed apartment
units would be located on the first
floor of the building.

Yet another resident, Kenneth
Fischer of Second Street, worried
about visitors to the complex adding
to the number of cars parked on
neighborhood streets, which he said

Dean Oil Appeal Continues
As Board Faces Deadline

Look For Future Announcements About The
Exciting Plans for Millennium 2000 First Night

Westfield

SCOTCH PLAINS,
SUMMIT, EDISON,

METUCHEN
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Dr. Choye and Assistant Super-
intendent for Instruction Dr. John
R. Crews presented these Focus
Areas on August 27 to members of
the Administrative Council, which
includes principals, assistant prin-
cipals, supervisors and central of-
fice staff. Others present at the
meeting were Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
President Ed Leonard and Vice
President Barbara McGuane.

Next, the administration will use
focus groups to flesh out the imple-
mentation details of these catego-
ries. Board member August Ruggiero
recommended holding a community
forum to elicit public support.

Board members discussed incor-
poration of the district’s strategic
plan goals of excellence, initiative

Consultant on Enrollment
Appears Before School Bd.

and diversity into each area. They
also asked for details about the
district’s mentoring program, which
has been expanded beyond the state-
mandated program for first-year
teachers.

Dr. Crews indicated that “buddies”
have been assigned to non-tenured
teachers beyond their first year to
provide continued support.

He also outlined a pilot program
the district will be launching in Sep-
tember in conjunction with William
Paterson University. The pilot will
establish a retired district teacher (in
this case a former Joan Vagelos Currie
Award winner)

Pilot details appeared to be still in
the works.

The district’s goal is to establish
the program at each of the five el-
ementary schools.

During the business office portion
of the meeting, board members rec-
ognized the efforts of outgoing Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary Matthew A. Clarke, who is leav-
ing the district in early October to
assume the position of Assistant Su-
perintendent of Business at a school
district in Kentucky.

In Board member Thomas Russo’s
absence, his colleagues voted to de-
lay a decision on permanently mov-
ing up the public comment portion of
the agenda meeting to an earlier spot
on the program.

Mr. Russo first put forth the rec-
ommendation on August 5.

It is likely the board will make an
exception to the policy for the Sep-
tember 9 agenda meeting to allow
public comment early in the evening
until moving up the public comment
on a permanent basis can be voted on
by the full board.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
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which posed a safety hazard. Three new
ramps are under construction at the high
school to facilitate entry/exit for indi-
viduals with disabilities.

A fourth and larger ramp requires the
services of an outside contractor and will
be constructed at a later date. Prior to the
new construction, just one ramp was
available near the nurse’s office.

At Brunner School, classroom-extend-
ing barriers were created for added pri-
vacy; the music room was soundproofed;
air conditioning was installed in the pro-
totype classroom, and certain old base-
board heating units were replaced.

Around the district, staff members
were busy hanging panels for the brack-
ets required to connect the cabling and
hubs necessary for Internet access.

Workers also tackled the grounds at
each of the elementary schools for aes-
thetic as well as safety reasons. One
project included digging out and replac-
ing all playground mulch.

In addition, workers replaced several
broken windows caused by vandals at
Brunner, Terrill and SPFHS.

In commenting on Board of Education
priorities for the coming year, Board
President Theresa Larkin explained the
district is in a “discovery phase” with
respect to the potential need for a bond
referendum.

Mrs. Larkin noted that Park Middle
School, built in 1926, needs major reno-
vations. Other likely projects include an
elevator for one of the middle schools,
and one or two elevators for SPFHS,
along with other improvements to ensure
compliance with the Americans With
Disabilities Act.

In addition, Eric Rosenmeier, athletic

SP-F Schools Open Doors
To Students on September 8

director, is preparing a report on the
status of the district’s athletic fields, and
Eleanor Henry, director of pupil services,
is looking at what the schools will need
going forward to manage their special
education population.

“We’re looking at what needs to be
done,” explained Mrs. Larkin, “and how
we’re going to fund it.”

With respect to school security, Mrs.
Larkin said the board recently authorized
expansion of the responsibilities of the
Residency and Attendance Officer at
SPFHS, Carl Sicola, to include security.
Going forward, Mr. Sicola’s title will be
Residency and Attendance Officer and
School Security Supervisor.

As the security supervisor, Mr. Sicola
is charged with overseeing total building
security at SPFHS, a job that includes
supervising the high school’s hall moni-
tors who are adults.

Mrs. Larkin confirmed that principals
will be reminding parents of the district’s
policy that requires all visitors to a build-
ing to register at the office upon entry.

“Security has been a topic of the Ad-
ministrative Council,” she said, “and we
periodically review all the schools to
make sure they are as safe as they possi-
bly can be.”

The board president explained that
potential ways to enhance security at
each of the schools are being discussed,
but she could not provide details at this
time.

At the elementary level, the new school
year will see a new reading/language arts
curriculum; expanded music and art pro-
grams; a team teaching pilot program
between regular and special education
teachers, and expansion of the reading
recovery program from grades 1 and 2.

At the middle school, sixth graders
will receive the new reading/language
arts program. The world language pro-
gram will be expanded to five days a
week for the seventh grade. Additional
Internet labs will be in place at both
Terrill and Park.

All eighth-grade students will take
Algebra, and have the choice of four new
elective courses: “Communication
Through Debate;” “The Newspaper and
Your World;” “The Unity and Diversity
Among Living Things,” and “Web Page
Designs.”

As announced in June, Terrill will elimi-
nate leveling (grouping by academic abil-
ity) in sixth-grade English this Septem-
ber, and eliminate levels in seventh-grade
English in September 2000. There is no
leveling in English in either grade at Park.

Students in eighth-grade English will
continue to be split into two groups of
ability at both schools. Two-tier leveling
in math grades six, seven and eight will
remain intact.

Both middle schools will see expan-
sion of their extracurricular athletic pro-
gram with the addition of two basketball
and soccer teams.

In addition to new staff members in
Spanish and special education, SPFHS
students will enjoy a new Internet access
lab, new fitness room equipment and a
sophomore football team. Administra-
tors also added an Advanced Placement
Art History course to the curriculum.

Both the middle schools and high
school will provide after-school prepara-
tory courses for the Grade Eight Perfor-
mance Assessment and High School Pro-
ficiency Assessment tests. Attendance is
voluntary.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a “record” $3.05 million surplus.
“The Democrats had an unbe-

lievable opportunity to be heroes in
this town,” Mr. Marks said, adding
that he and Mr. McClintock “were
shocked that they never used the
surplus.”

If the Republicans regain control
of the council, “I guarantee we’ll
be using the surplus next year and
rectifying the tax increase of this
year,” Mr. Marks said.

While agreeing that taxes will be
a significant topic in the campaign,
Mr. McClintock said other issues
will also be at the forefront. Among
them, he stated, will be “the dis-
honesty of the Democrats’ cam-
paign last year,” which he said
“will come back to haunt them,”
and the Republicans’ past record,
which he termed “a good tax record
and a good management record.”

He told The Times the Republi-
cans will also play up their record
on recreation and ball fields, not-
ing that it was he and Mr. Marks
who proposed a recreation plan back
in the spring.

While acknowledging that the
Democrats on the council fully back
both the proposed open space refer-
endum on the November ballot, as
well as the goal of more ball fields
in the township, Mr. McClintock
said he wants to make sure the
Republicans get the credit he thinks
they deserve for first pushing the
issue.

Another issue in the campaign,
according to Mr. Marks, will be
what he termed Mayor Samuel’s
habit of “quelling debate and dis-
cussion” at council meetings.

“By not allowing people to speak
at the microphone,” he said, “she
may be violating local ordinances.
People have the right to speak at
council meetings on any topic, but
on several occasions, the Mayor
has not permitted people to speak.”
This, he said, “is a real problem.”

Neither of the two Republicans
anticipated any major controver-
sies on the council during the last
four months of the year. Mr. Marks
said he believes the litigation over
the former Scotch Plains Zoo prop-

SP Republicans Present
Views, Campaign Issues

is already significant. “There’s days
I can’t park in front of my own house,”
he remarked.

Prior to the discussion on traffic,
Planning Board Attorney Robert Mega
noted that while Mr. Denzler had
prepared a report on traffic for the
applicant, he had not been qualified as
a traffic expert nor asked to testify to
that report, and advised the board to
give the document “the appropriate
weight” based on these factors.

Richard Maser, a traffic consultant
retained by the Planning Board, cited
national trip generation statistics
from the Institute of Transportation
Engineers, an independent profes-
sional organization, for both office/
retail and apartment facilities.

He said the data indicated that an
office/ retail development would pro-
duce a higher number of trips than an
apartment complex of the size being
proposed by LaGrande Realty Asso-
ciates.

For office/retail use, Mr. Maser
said the study placed the trip genera-
tions during peak morning and
evening hours at 27 and 55, respec-
tively. With an apartment complex,
the numbers for those same periods
were listed as 17 and 21.

Based on the information he re-
viewed, the consultant ascertained
that there would be an “acceptable
level of service” at the unsignalized
intersection at LaGrande Avenue and
Second Street.

Traffic concerns lingered, never-
theless. Mr. Fischer asked if there
was information available regarding
the number of traffic accidents that
had occurred at LaGrande and Sec-
ond in the past five years. Mr.
Cummings said he would check with
the Fanwood Police Department on
that issue.

The hearing on the application is
scheduled to continue at the board’s
next regular meeting on Wednesday,
September 22, at 7:30 p.m. at Park
Middle School.

erty will be resolved soon, and sup-
ports using some money from the
proposed open space trust fund —
if voters endorse its establishment
— to help develop the zoo site if
enough private funds are unavail-
able.

Getting the initiative approved,
he said, means “making it attrac-
tive to people from all walks of life,
not just younger people who need
ball fields, but also senior citizens.”

Mr. Marks said he is “very
pleased” that refurbishment of the
downtown business district has
started, with assistance from vari-
ous grant moneys. Storefront fa-
cades on East Second Street are in
the process of being replaced, with
the parking lot behind those busi-
nesses set to be upgraded. “Things
are moving along,” he said.

Mr. Marks, a member of the
Downtown Task Force, said that
since neighboring towns l ike
Westfield seem focused on attract-
ing large chain stores to their own
downtown areas “to the exclusion
of small mom-and-pop businesses,
we should tell those mom-and-pops
that you’re welcome in Scotch
Plains.”

Such a strategy, he predicted,
“could work to our advantage.”

Last month, the council, over Re-
publican objections, approved a No-
vember ballot referendum on direct
election of the mayor. If it passes,
the first mayoral election, which
would be for a four-year term, would
take place in November of 2000.

“People have to be aware of what
they’re getting,” Mr. Marks told
The Times, noting that the pro-
posed change would quadruple the
present mayoral term, “but there’d
be no additional duties, no addi-
tional authority, and no additional
accountability. There isn’t really a
lot of substance to it.”

“It was all done in a rush,” com-
plained Mr. McClintock, who told
The Times the proposal wouldn’t
really do much in terms of enhanc-
ing the office of mayor.

Both councilmen criticized the
process that led to last month’s vote,
with Mr. Marks taking Mayor
Samuel to task for waiting until “the
dead of summer” to bring up the
question for discussion and a vote.

“Traditionally, governments at all
levels don’t tackle substantial mat-
ters during the summer” because
people are away on vacation or oth-
erwise engaged, he observed.

Mr. Marks also called it “shame-
less” that Township Attorney An-
drew Baron “was unable to provide
substantial answers” to several in-
quiries about the ballot question
that were put forth at the meeting.

Guest Speaker to Appear
At  Breast Cancer Group

WESTFIELD — The American
Cancer Society’s Breast Cancer Sup-
port group will host guest speaker,
Cindy Wolk Weiss, who will discuss
“The Healing Power of Mindful Liv-
ing,” and “Mindful Meditation” on
Tuesday, September 21, at 7:30 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield.

Women who have experienced
breast cancer are invited to attend
this informative session.

Ms. Wolk-Weiss, is the co-owner
of the Get Well Center in Middlesex
with more than 20 years of experi-
ence in Stress Reduction and Mental
Health.

For additional information, please
call the American Cancer Society at
(908) 354-7373.

389 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7126
“John’s is proud to be the Prime Meat Supplier to

 Classic Thyme Cooking School & Full Service Catering”

�Let Us Shamelessly Pamper You With
A Magnificent Prime Oyster Cut London
Broil That Has Been Aged For 4 Weeks

and Is So Tender
 That The Memory Stays Forever!!�

* * * * * * *
�Ask To See The USDA Prime Stamp,

Because You Know That USDA Prime Is
The Highest Grade of  Meat You Can

Buy.�  Certified Angus Beef
 Is Not Stamped Prime

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25
• A Plainfield Avenue business

reported that someone attempted to
pry open the cover to a change ma-
chine.

• A Cedar Grove resident reported
the theft of a bicycle from an un-
locked garage.

• The manager of a Park Avenue
pharmacy reported seeing a woman
put a pack of batteries in her pocket-
book. When confronted, she returned
the batteries and fled.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
• Someone smashed the wind-

shield to a dump truck that was parked
on the Board of Education property
at the rear of Park Middle School.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27
• A burglary of a residence in the

400 block of Farley Avenue was re-
ported. The incident occurred during
the night. Entry was gained by forc-
ing a side door. It is unknown at this
time what was taken.

• Someone attempted entry into
vending machines at a car wash on
Plainfield Avenue.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
• The theft of contractors tools

from a house in the 1100 block of
Washington Avenue was reported.
The house was empty and work was
being done on the house. Entry was
gained through an open window.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29
• Graffiti was reported spray

painted on McGinn Elementary
School and two vehicles on nearby
streets.

Scotch Plains Thrift Shop
Celebrates 25th Year of Service

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Thrift
Shop in Scotch Plains will begin its
25th year anniversary celebration on
Tuesday, September 7, at 10 a.m.

To celebrate its 25th year in business,
the Thrift Shop will give customers a
different gift each week in September
as a souvenir for their support.

In addition, customers can partici-
pate in a 25th anniversary drawing for
a silver coffee carafe and a box of gour-
met coffee.

To participate, customers should write
their name and telephone number on a
shop cash register purchase receipt and
place it in the drawing box. Winners
will be notified by telephone.

The drawing will take place in late
September, on a date to be announced.

On Tuesday, the opening day of the

celebration, the shop will begin a spe-
cial sale of fine sterling silver and silver
plated pieces.

The shop will re-stock silver pieces
each day during the sale and dealers are
welcome.

The Thrift Shop has been refurbished
and is stocked with values for the entire
family. Back-to-school clothes for chil-
dren and high schoolers, and fall clothes
for women, men are boys are available.

Located at 1730 East Second Street
in Scotch Plains, the shop hours are 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday.

Donations are accepted each day from
10 a.m. to noon.

For further information, please call
(908) 322-5420.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
• A resident of the 60 block of

LaGrande Avenue reported that a
vacuum cleaner was stolen from his
house.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
• Four juveniles, all from

Plainfield, were taken into custody
for criminal mischief after they al-
legedly threw rocks at a house on
Brohm Place, breaking a screen, ac-
cording to police.

The youths, including a 13-year-
old girl, two 11-year-old boys and a
10-year-old boy, were subsequently

released to their parents. Authorities
said the homeowner did not wish to
press charges as long as restitution
for the damage was made.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29
• A resident of the 10 block of

Cray Terrace reported numerous
items missing from his garage.

• The passenger side window of a
car on Belvidere Avenue was reported
smashed, according to police.

MONDAY, AUGUST 30
• A bicycle valued at $100 was

reported stolen from a garage in the
20 block of LaGrande Avenue.

Times Announced
For School Openings
SCOTCH PLAINS – In the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict, school for first through 5th
graders will begin at 8:35 a.m. on
Wednesday, September 8. It is a
half-day of school and will con-
clude at 12:40 p.m.

Beginning Thursday, September
9, the first through fifth-grade stu-
dents will have a full-day of school,
which begins at 8:35 a.m. and ends
at 2:55 p.m.

A.M. Kindergartners will have
class Wednesday, September 8, from
8:35 a.m to 11:10 a.m. When classes
begin a full-day session on Thursday,
September 9, A.M. Kindergartners
will begin at 8:35 a.m. and conclude
at 11:15 a.m.

P.M. Kindergartners will have class
Wednesday, September 8, from 10:05
a.m. to 12:40 p.m. When classes be-
gin a full-day session on Thursday,
September 9, P.M. Kindergartners
will begin at 12:15 p.m. and conclude
at 2:55 p.m.

Middle school students will begin
their day Wednesday, September 8,
at 8:30 a.m. and will conclude at
12:46 p.m. On the regular day of
school on Thursday, middle school
students’ day will be from 8:40 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

High school students will begin
their day Wednesday, September 8,
at 8:14 a.m and conclude at 12:30
p.m. On the next day of school, high
school students’ day will be from
8:14 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.


