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JCC Book Group Sets
Meeting for Sept. 27
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center
(JCC) will hold
the first meeting
of  i t s  Book
Group on Mon-
day, September 27, at 9:15
a.m. at the Wilf Jewish Commu-
nity Campus, 1391 Martine Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

The public is invited to at-
tend. There is no fee for mem-
bers. The fee for non-members
is $2. The group’s reading list
ranges from college classics,
summer beach reading to books
recommended by Oprah
Winfrey.

“Sunnyside,” by Donna Can-
tor, will be discussed at the ini-
tial meeting of the season. Ms.
Cantor, who will attend the meet-
ing, will offer insights about her
novel.

For more information, please
call Randy at (908) 789-1419 or
Susan at (908) 889-8800, Exten-
sion No. 205.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Stigmata

This Movie’s A Real Bleeder

2 popcorns
While a clever ad campaign long

ago opined that “You don’t have to be
Jewish to enjoy Levi’s Real Jewish
Rye Bread,” the impression in this
corner is that a full appreciation of
Stigmata may not be possible with-
out at least some Catholic education.

The grim omens, wild incantations
and subtle shadings of the apocalyp-
tic plot might be lost on someone
who has no relationship with the
Church of Rome. But then adherents
of the Vatican’s teachings doubtless
will be appalled by many of the
movie’s heretical suggestions. And
while those controversial theories
won’t be given away here (at least
not so early in the review), suffice it
to note that they attack the very
foundation of Catholicism.

But for now let’s get right to the
bloody heart of the matter. The
movie’s title refers to a phenomenon
whereby individuals stricken with
stigmata bleed from parts of the body
corresponding to the wounds Jesus
Christ suffered during the Passion
and Crucifixion.

Per the gospel depiction, it is origi-
nally thought that the affliction is
reserved only for the deeply devout,
as a physical manifestation of their
sympathy. That noted, the who, what,
where and when of the curse gets a
mite confusing if not downright in-
consistent.

Hence, Patricia Arquette as Pitts-
burgh hairdresser Frankie Paige, an
avowed atheist, really has ‘em con-
founded when she starts spurting all
over the place. Doctors at the hospi-
tal figure her for a suicide victim. But
you know that can’t be the case;
because anyone who manages to
have such a great apartment, and on
a beauty operator’s salary yet, cer-
tainly wouldn’t want to give it up.

Eventually, a local priest catches
her effusive act on the subway and
phones the big boys back at the
home office. Little does he know
what a huge can of worms his discov-
ery opens; alarms go off in the Vatican.
Inextricably tied to the main plot is a
major league tale of politics and
intrigue. It seems those powers that
be would like certain data suppressed.

Dispatched to Pittsburgh is Gabriel
Byrne as Father Andrew Kiernan, all-
around compassionate man of the
cloth and the Church’s numero uno
scientist-priest in charge of investi-
gating miracles. A kindly collection
of contradictions in a collar, he brings
his own bag of doubt and skepticism
to this religious field trip.

Still, he’s immediately ready to
dismiss the case when he learns that
Frankie is a non-believer. And then
all hell breaks loose when he wit-
nesses his subject thrash through a
series of Exorcist-like fits.

The highly-charged episodes of
cataclysmic portent, quick-cut deliv-
ered in kaleidoscopic, MTV video
style, prove an unholy marriage be-
tween religious mysticism and the
latest in FX techniques. Interspliced
with Frankie’s agonizing contortions
are shattering visions and sounds of
a hammer repeatedly hitting a spike.

There’s lots of blood and no small
amount of wince-causing menace.

But you’ll be disappointed if you
were hoping for volumes of force-
fully expelled pea soup and 360-
degree spinning heads. Maybe they’re
just saving that for the sequel.

Frankie emerges from each one of
these horrific trances with her stig-
mata in full flow. She has also re-
cently taken to scribbling graffiti on
her walls in Aramaic no less. Hey, just
who is this gal anyway? And why
does she do that scary guy-voice
thing during her Richter Scale-worthy
conniptions?

Could this have anything to do with
the rosary mom sent her from that
cute little town in Brazil? You know
— the tiny village where our Vatican
detective originally went to investi-
gate a stone statue of the Virgin
Mother bleeding from the eyes. Said
astonishing hemorrhage began only
after the passing of Father Alameida,
the townsfolk’s much beloved shep-
herd. The beads were stolen from the
deceased priest’s coffin.

One more piece of information to
digest here, though Heaven knows
there are many more plot tangents
and loose ends: The good padre
reputedly had knowledge of those
status quo-threatening documents.

Oh, just one more thing. This may
be important. When Father Kiernan
returns to the Vatican and reports on
the weeping statue, his meanie of a
boss, the authoritative Cardinal House-
man (Jonathan Pryce), informs that
they have absolutely no record of
either the priest or the church. Even
spookier, Byrne’s quasi agnostic holy
man doesn’t question his boss — at
least not on this issue.

Far less enigmatic is the story’s
headlong rush to establish a forbid-
den fruit relationship between hip-
but-tortured Frankie and the
sympatico priest.

Director Rupert Wainwright’s in-
terpretation of writer Tom Lazarus’s
odd assortment of seemingly dispar-
ate scare tactics isn’t sure whether to
be a religious monograph or a horror
movie. At moments, a host of inter-
esting ideas can be surprisingly
thought-provoking. And while the
story’s pronouncements are more
disturbing than frightening, there are
still enough things going bump in the
night to give you a good case of the
willies.

However, failing to congeal, the
film’s two natures tend to cancel each
other out. All that’s left, then, is
Stigmata’s Big Secret. And to tell the
gospel truth, it just wouldn’t be good
form after all to spill the proverbial
beans, especially this late in the re-
view.

Miss Arquette and Mr. Byrne real-
ize only a modest amount of chemis-
try in attempting to establish their
verboten love affair, noticeably lim-
ited by the material. But then we all
know you can’t get blood from a
stone. Or can you?

*  *  *  *  *
Stigmata, rated R, is a Metro-

Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures release di-
rected by Rupert Wainwright and
stars Patricia Arquette, Gabriel Byrne
and Jonathan Pryce. Running time:
100 minutes.
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WESTFIELD — Town Book

Press, the publishing arm of The
Town Book Store of Westfield,
has announced a Saturday, Sep-
tember 25, release date for the
30th Anniversary Edition of “A
Kiss for a Warthog” by Wende
and Harry Devlin.

One of the Devlins’ earlier
works, “A Kiss for a Warthog”
had an initial press run of only
5,000 copies for its initial re-
lease in 1970, and has become a
collectors item with the success
of the Devlins’ later titles.

In addition to making “A Kiss
for a Warthog” available for the
first time in nearly 30 years, this
anniversary edition has been re-
stored to full color, unlike the
original.

“We were lucky that most of
the original paintings were still
available” said Grace Roth,
owner of The Town Book Store,
“and that they were in excellent
condition after 30 years in stor-
age. There was only one page
which we were unable to re-
store to full color, and have
printed it as it appeared in the
original edition. We are very
happy to be able to reproduce
the rest of Harry’s artwork as it
was initially created.”

The Devlins will be at The
Town Book Store of Westfield
on September 25 from 1 to 3
p.m. to autograph copies of
their works and celebrate the
re-release of “A Kiss for a War-
thog.”

Town Book Press has enjoyed
an initial success with “How
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WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory

House Museum will feature a
talk on quilting and a demonstra-
tion on open-hearth cooking on
Sunday, September 26, from 2 to
5 p.m. The Museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Ellen Hess of Cranford will ex-
plain and demonstrate various
quilting methods, such as patch-
work and applique. Mrs. Hess is
an accomplished weaver. She
teaches textile design at the Fash-
ion Institute of Technology in
New York City where she is an
adjunct professor and at the
Brookfield Craft Center and the
Newark Museum.

For several years, she has do-
nated her talents to create de-
signs on denim to be auctioned
off at the Blue Jean Ball. Mrs.
Hess is a volunteer member of

the Museum, as well as a mem-
ber of it’s cooking committee.

Seasonal foods will be pre-
pared over the open-hearth us-
ing authentic recipes and cook-
ing techniques as practiced by
early Americans. Visitors to the
Museum will be able to enjoy
taste treats as prepared by the
cooks.

Visitors can also learn about
other aspects of life during colo-
nial times by participating in a
guided tour by costumed do-
cents through the 1740 farm-
house. The last tour will begin at
4 p.m. The gift shop features a
variety of cookbooks, reading
materials and early American
colonial reproductions and gift
items.

Admission to the Museum and
its grounds is $2 for adults; 50
cents for students and children
under 6 are free.

On Sunday, October 3, Chris-
tine Glazer will present a pro-
gram on “Potions, Leeches and
other Colonial Remedies.”

For information about the Mu-
seum and its schedule of up-
coming events, please call the
Museum at (908) 232-1776.

Make a Note of It:
Crafters Sought

By Woman’s Club
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FANWOOD – Adele Kenny,

Fanwood’s Cultural Arts Director,
has announced that a series of
poetry writing workshops will be-
gin at the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center on Saturday,
October 2. Admission is free.

In celebration of October as
National Arts and Humanities
Month, four workshops are sched-
uled and will be held on October
2, 9, 16 and 23 from 9:30 a.m. to
noon.

Novice and experienced writ-
ers are welcome and invited to
bring samples of their own writing
to share.

According to Ms. Kenny, par-
ticipants will be offered opportu-
nities to learn new skills and re-
fine existing writing techniques.
Editing and feedback services will
be provided and sources for pub-
lishing will be explored.

The workshop on October 16
will feature instruction and feed-
back presentations by special guest
poets Joe Weil and Deborah
LaVeglia of Cranford.

This project is made possible in
part by a H.E.A.R.T. Grant (His-
tory, Education, Art – Reaching
Thousands) from the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, Nicholas P. Scutari, Chair-
man, and is part of Fanwood’s
comprehensive cultural arts pro-
gram.

For additional information,
please call Ms. Kenny at (908)
889-7223.
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ELIZABETH – The Rotary Club
of Elizabeth will host its seventh
annual “Taste of the Towns” food-
tasting benefit on Monday, Octo-
ber 18, from 5 to 9 p.m. at Pantagis
Renaissance in Scotch Plains.
Tickets will be available until
Friday, October 1.

Approximately 39 area restau-
rants, bakeries and beverage mer-
chants will participate in the
even t , which gener-

ated over
$20,000 for
charities and

s c h o l a r s h i p
programs in the

greater Elizabeth
area last year.

The event is co-sponsored by
the Union County Chamber of
Commerce and the Greater Eliza-
beth Chamber of Commerce.

According to Scotch Plains resi-
dent and president of the Rotary
Club of Elizabeth William Mealia,
“Taste of the Towns is the pre-
mier food-tasting event in Union
County. Those who attend this
event not only enjoy some of the
finest foods to be found any-
where. They also help further
the cause of many charitable or-
ganizations.”

Mr. Mealia noted that each year
the event sells out of available
tickets. He added that the chefs
and other vendors will fill five
large ballrooms with their fare.

Some of the local restaurants
and vendors who will be fea-
tured in “Taste of the Towns”
include: Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery,
Mojave Grille, Theresa’s and
Trader Joe’s, all of Westfield; Nuts
N’ Plenty, Pantagis Renaissance,
Thai House and Union County
Vo-Tech School, all of Scotch
Plains; Raagini of Mountainside;
The Crossroads of Garwood and

Civile Ristorante Italiano of
Kenilworth.

Tickets are priced at $35 each
and may be purchased b y
sending a check
made out to Ro-
tary Club of
Elizabeth, P.O.
Box 511, Eliza-
beth, 07207-
0511. Sponsor-
ship opportuni-
ties are also available. For more
information, please call Cal Si-
erra at (908) 354-0011.

Fletcher Was Hatched,” and ex-
pects to continue with their cur-
rent releases.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club is seeking vendors for
the annual Country Craft and
Gift Show on Sunday, Novem-
ber 21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

The cost to participate is
$25.

For more information or an
application, please call (908)
518-1938 or (908) 889-4704.
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ORAL SURGERY

Westfield Oral Surgery Associates, P.C.
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons

Philip R. Geron, D.M.D., F.A.A.O.M.S.
N.J. Specialty Permit # 3102

� Dental Extractions ~ Implants � � Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea �
� T.M.J. ~ Headaches �

� Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction �
320 Lenox Avenue, Westfield � (908) 233-8088

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

PERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience � Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100�s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB � NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

AIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONING

SALES � SERVICE � INSTALLATIONS
� Central Air Systems � Gas Furnaces
� Boilers � Humidifiers � Air Cleaners
 � Hot Water Heaters

Sheet Metal Work

908-654-8861
FREE ESTIMATES

License #10596

SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!

“The Company That Saves You Money”

233-0582
CALL TODAY

House Cleaning for
Busy People!

We Even Do Windows!
Free, No Obligation Estimates

HOUSE CLEANING

HANDYMAN SERVICES

(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501

HOUSE CLEANING

HouseHouseHouseHouseHouse
CleaningCleaningCleaningCleaningCleaning

bybybybyby
 Maria Maria Maria Maria Maria908908908908908

687-7584687-7584687-7584687-7584687-7584
References Available

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� A/C Service
� Tires

� Road Service
� Tune-ups

� Brakes
� Batteries

NJ
State

Inspection

HOME REPAIR
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Every Job!

Fully
Insured
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Satisfaction Guaranteed

908-822-1999

Vinyl Master, Inc
• Siding • Roofing •

• Windows•

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

(908) 272-5422

Member: NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificated by Rutgers Cook College in
Landscape Design & Turf Management

� Turf Renovation
� New Plantings

� Walks/Patios/Walls

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

�Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity�

� Landscape Design
� Railroad Ties / Patios
� Fall Cleanups
� Plantings
� FREE Estimates
� FREE Soil Analysis

908-654-5296

Serving the Westfield Area
� 30+ Years of Experience � Licensed & Insured
Member of:
� Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
� Professional Landscapers� Alliance
� NJ Landscape Contractors� Association

PAINTING BY

RAYMOND
Quality Interior Painting

References Available

(908) 879-1334

PAINTINGPAINTINGPAINTINGPAINTINGPAINTING

FENCINGFENCINGFENCINGFENCINGFENCING

(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All All All All All TTTTTypes ofypes ofypes ofypes ofypes of F F F F Fenceenceenceenceence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

HOUSE CLEANING

Maid To Order
YOUR Premier Home Cleaning Service

Trained, Uniformed Professionals
Bonded • Insured

33 Points of Service • Guaranteed Satisfaction

908-624-9700 • 800-997-MAID

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel

(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧  Residential

✧✧✧✧✧  Commercial


