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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

“A violinist of lucious high voltage.”
 – The NY Times

Sue Macy � 12:30-1:45
Play Like a Girl

Susan Heyboer O�Keefe � 1:45-3:00
Good Night, God Bless
Angel Prayers

Kin Eagle � 3:00-4:15
Humpty Dumpty
It�s Raining,  It�s Pouring

Courtesy of
The Town Book Store

255 E. Broad St. Westfield
908-233-3535

Appearing at the
FestiFall Main Stage

&
Town Book Store Booth

on Sunday, September 26th

Westfield�s TV-36 New Format
Begins With Council Taping

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � An advisory board
working to revamp both the operation
and programming of Westfield�s pub-
lic access channel, TV-36, last week
filmed their first test recording of a
meeting of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil in the Council Chambers.

Two cameras and a video mixer bor-
rowed from Westfield High School,
along with special lighting were used
to film the meeting, according to Phil
Falcone, Secretary to the board created
by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, and the
station�s technical advisor.

�The filming was a success and a
learning experience,� Mr. Falcone said.
�We were also very pleased to be able
to use the (Westfield) high school�s
elaborate mixing equipment.�

�There are many considerations such
as inadequate lighting and difficulties
capturing the entire, horse-shoe shaped
council seating arrangement that makes
taping council meetings particularly
challenging,� Mr. Falcone explained.

�Once the WCT Advisory Board
reviews the tape, we will be better able
to determine what our future equip-
ment needs will be,� Mr. Falcone said.

Technical issues such as the possi-
bility of using a four-way split screen
are also being considered. One of the
other decisions for TV-36�s Advisory
Board is whether to televise agenda
meetings and/or regular meetings of
the Town Council, as well.

The next stage in the development of
TV-36 will be for the Town Council to
consider appointing an official WCT
Board and to form a corporation to
replace TV-36�s Advisory Board,
which was appointed by the Mayor.

�The council�s interest in forming a
corporation is to give the board liabil-
ity protection enjoyed by similar TV
station boards,� according to a status
report issued by Mr. Falcone.

The council will review the experi-
ence of other similar community ac-
cess channels (e.g. Summit, Cranford
and Scotch Plains) to help guide them
through this process. One of the board�s
first goals will be to shift responsibility
for mediating station content away from
the council and onto a representative
community group, Mr. Falcone stated
in the report.

�As an Advisory Board, we can only
make recommendations to the Mayor
regarding our options,� Mr. Falcone
explained. �However, once the WCT
(Westfield Community Television)
Corporation is formally approved and
an Official Corporate Board is formed,
we will then have the power to take
more decisive action in progressing
the entire project forward.�

The council�s Laws and Rules Com-
mittee is in the process of reviewing
the proposed charter for the Westfield

Community Television (WCT) Non-
profit Corporation, which was drafted
by Advisory Board Member, Horace
Corbin, Publisher of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains
Fanwood.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko has approved the job descrip-
tion for the TV-36 Coordinator/station
operations manager/executive direc-
tor. The applicant screening commit-
tee, made up of four Advisory Board
members, will now begin to interview
candidates suitable for consideration
by the full board.

Mr. Falcone added that the hiring of
a full-time salaried employee for the
station will also facilitate progress on
the project.

According to Third Ward Council-
man Neil F. Sullivan, Advisory Board
Liaison to the Town Council, the town
is awaiting state approval to access the
$50,000 Comcast� equipment grant
that is being held in a town account, in
order to make equipment purchases.

�Once we get state approval to spend
the money, we will go ahead with the
purchase of an automated router/
switcher, three industrial quality
VCR�s, and a computer that can con-
trol the automation, connect to the high
school network and facilitate emer-
gency messaging on TV-36,� Mr.
Sullivan said.

These expenditures, which are un-
der $6,000, will expand and improve
TV-36 transmission capabilities, Mr.
Falcone added.

�A detailed list of additional equip-
ment needs is being developed by the
technology committee for review by
outside experts, and then for consider-
ation by the board,� he indicated in the
status report.

The availability of space for TV-36
facilities in the Westfield Municipal
Building seems a strong likelihood,
Mr. Falcone said.

In addition, he said it seems very

practical to members of the Town
Council and the Advisory Board to
originate TV-36 from the Municipal
Building, with the Town Council
Chambers, Police Department and
other offices there, which has better
accessibility than the high school.

�Additional equipment needs will
be recommended to the Town Council,
in an orderly and logical fashion, so as
to bring about incremental benefits to
the station, customary with how other
towns� television stations have been
upgraded,� Mr. Sullivan explained.

In other developments, Mitch Slater,
a financial consultant and Vice Presi-
dent of Sales with Merrill Lynch and
Programming Consultant for TV-36, is
preparing to tape a special edition of
CNN�s show, �Newsroom� in front of a
live, Westfield High School audience.

Mr. Slater, a veteran filmmaker, spe-
cializes in money matters for young
people.

The show will feature Mr. Slater
giving the high school�s ninth graders
a talk on financial responsibility and
budgeting of their money. The pro-
gram will be taped tomorrow, Friday,
September 24, at 8:15 a.m. The show
will be aired worldwide on CNN�s
cable channels as well as on TV-36, in
a few weeks.

Mr. Slater believes that the pro-
gram will be a lively discussion with
audience participation from the ninth
graders.

Mr. Slater has also hosted the talk
show, �Westfield Live,� for TV-36,
which features interviews of promi-
nent Westfield residents and celebri-
ties. The second filming of �Westfield
Live� is slated for Thursday, October
14, and will air the following week.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � With the 1999-
2000 school year under way, the
Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Organization (PTO) held its
first meeting September 15, which
featured a discussion on the status of
technology in the Westfield schools.

Last year�s Parent Teacher Coun-
cil Education Committee, a commit-
tee under the Parent Teacher Council
that represents concerns of all the
Westfield schools, took on the project
of surveying other public schools in
towns paying similar taxes to find
how they incorporate technology into
their everyday curriculum.

Members of this group, as well as
other concerned Westfield partici-
pants, surveyed schools such as
Bridgewater/Raritan Regional High
School, Summit High School,
Hunterdon Central Regional High
School, Ridgewood High School,
Franklin Avenue Middle School in
Franklin Lakes, Ramapo Indian Hills
Regional High School, Briarcliff
Middle School in Mountain Lakes,
Mountain Lakes High School,
Princeton High School, the Union
County Magnet High School for Sci-
ence, Mathematics and Technology
and the Bergen County Academy of

Science and Technology.
Carolyn Fleder and Ann Philips,

both members of the committee, were
at the meeting to discuss the find-
ings.

During their presentation, Mrs.
Fleder and Mrs. Philips noted that
although Westfield High School
(WHS) is constantly trying to update
its technology, it still falls behind in
terms of how the other institutions
contacted during the study use tech-
nology on a day-to-day basis.

Mrs. Fleder noted that the purpose
of the visits were not to rate WHS, but
to see what improvements can be
made.

She stated that all of these schools
had several things in common that
made them stand out in how they
were teaching students. These in-
cluded a computer in the hands of
every teacher, with seven to 10 com-
puter stations in each classroom. In
addition, almost all these schools
have Internet service available
throughout the facilities. Half of the
schools also gave each student an e-
mail account.

Mrs. Fleder also noted that these
schools devoted a lot of time to teacher
training to keep their instructors con-
stantly updated in technology and
have made a strong commitment to

providing their students with con-
stant access to the technology.

According to Mrs. Fleder, the com-
mittee concluded that although it
was beneficial for Westfield to put
numerous computers in the district�s
intermediate and elementary schools,
the group believes it will ultimately
create a �bottleneck effect� because
of a lack of computer resources at the
high school level.

It was also noted that many college
applications are now on-line and
many college and universities offer
registration for their classes on-line.
Mrs. Fleder said the committee rec-
ommended that the PTO, as a whole,
should �try to put more computers in
the hands of high school teachers, as
well as students.�

Mrs. Fleder added that Westfield�s
other public schools raise a signifi-
cant amount of money through their
PTOs for school equipment, adding
that the high school�s PTO should
kick-off a major fundraising cam-
paign designated for technology.

Darlene Nowak, who is the Direc-
tor of Technology for the district,
stated that for the 1999-2000 school
year, the high school has received
more than 100 new computers
through various grants.

She noted that 65 computers were
purchased through a Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders Access
2000 grant; another 30 were bought
via a matching grant called Comput-
ers for Kids and 16 were purchased
for the World Language Resource
Center from a Teaching Literacy
Challenge Fund from the state.

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. William J. Foley, stated
that as a result of the passage of the
$11.7-million bond referendum last
December by voters, �all schools will
be wired and will be connected to the
Internet by the middle of the school
year.�

Members of the committee include
Mrs. Fleder from WHS, Lynn Gar-
land from Edison Intermediate
School, Sue Meder from Roosevelt
Intermediate School, Debora Brener
and Sharon Hindes from Jefferson
Elementary School, Mrs. Philips from
Franklin Elementary School, Chris-
tine Foley from Wilson Elementary
School, Ellen Anderson from
Tamaques Elementary School and
Leslie Wallant from McKinley El-
ementary School.

The participants who went on the
visits to other districts included As-
sistant Superintendent of Curricu-
lum and Instruction, Janie P.
Edmonds; Ms. Nowak; Roosevelt
Intermediate School Principal Ken-
neth Shulack; Edison Intermediate
School Principal Dennis Murphy;
Board of Education Long Range Plan-
ning Committee Chairwoman
Annmarie Puleio; Eri Golembo, a
member of the district�s Technology
Committee, and computer and tech-
nology teachers Gene Ehrlich, from
Edison, and Liz Flynn, from
Roosevelt.

Mayor Viglianti Lauds
Residents and Workers
For Weathering Storm
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Westfield PTO Members Examine
Technology in Other School Districts

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE � Mountainside
Mayor Robert Viglianti applauded
local residents and borough workers
during Tuesday night�s council meet-
ing for their efforts in working to-
gether after Hurricane Floyd pum-
meled the small community, brought
down trees and caused power out-
ages in some homes.

�We were the first community to
receive a fax from the water company
on Thursday night during the storm
in regards to the water situation. By
Friday morning around 8 a.m., we
were getting the word out and al-
ready sending the rescue squad to
pump out basements,� Mayor
Viglianti remarked. �We owe a debt
of gratitude for all those who helped
clean up.�

The storm, which led Governor
Christine Todd Whitman to declare a
state of emergency, caused damages
in Mountainside of between $300,000
and $400,000, according to an initial
evaluation. The projected storm tab
reflects overtime plus the loss of
equipment and private property,
Mayor Viglianti noted.

�We even sent one engine and one
crew to Bound Brook,� he added.

Residents who suffered loss or
damage(s) as a result of the storm
were advised to call the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) toll-free at (800) 462-9029,
to begin the process of registering
claims.

The interview process takes ap-
proximately 20 minutes of answer-
ing questions, and operators are
multi-lingual. The telephone lines
are open from 7 a.m. until midnight,
according to Mayor Viglianti.

In other news, Mountainside is
forming an educational foundation
for Deerfield School by providing
additional learning opportunities for
its students, according to
Mountainside Education Foundation
President Laura Alpert.

The goals of the Foundation are to
keep the children competitive and
productive by implementing addi-
tional projects and creative enter-
prises. Among the proposed activi-
ties are academic enrichment, arts
and education programs; multi-cul-
tural events such as heritage days to
encourage diversity; community out-
reach, professional development and
technology and learning endeavors.

�Our objective is not to make it


