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Hurricane Floyd Hits Our Region Hard

The congregation of Saint Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains pitches in to help the Bound
Brook victims of Hurricane Floyd. Father Michael A. Merlucci,
Pastor, announced during Sunday services the collection of food
and clothing for the victims. By 1 p.m. Monday, an incredible amount of donations were being trucked to the victums. Pictured here (clockwise
from top) are the inside of St. Bart’s, the stairs leading into St. Bart’s, and a pickup truck owned by Joe Murano being loaded by voluteers.
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After Hurricane Floyd tore through the area dumping almost
10 inches of rain, Elizabethtown Water Company’s main treatment plant was severely flooded and had to be shut down. Clockwise (from left): An obviously
well-used emergency response cabinet inside the flooded filter building;  the road outside the flooded low-lift pumping station. Note the back-up diesel
engine at far left that is ready to be hauled away for repair; debris washed on top of a dry well.

Local Water Emergency
Still in Effect For Our Area

As we go to press, Elizabethtown Water Company�s main processing plant is still
severally crippled and E-town is asking everyone to �conserve and boil.�

           BOIL � Because of the possibility of contamination being drawn into the
water supply system due to low pressure, you should boil all water
that will be used for consumption such as drinking, making ice,
brushing teeth or watering pets.

CONSERVE � Because Elizabethtown�s capability of supplying water has been
reduced by over 100 million gallons per day, it is important that
everyone conserve as much water as possible. As we go to press,
Elizabethtown is just beginning to run its main plant at very low, test
production levels. It will probably be at least several days before the
plant is operating at anywhere near its usual level, and several days
after that before the supply is stable.

HOW YOU CAN HELP DURING THE WATER EMERGENCY �
� Take a sponge bath rather than showering.
� Use paper plates and cups and plastic utensils for food consumption.
� Refrain from clothes & dish washing & household cleaning that requires water.
� Avoid all outdoor water use.
� Reduce toilet flushing.
� Boil water for three minutes before using for cooking or drinking.
� Only call the water company about emergency situations.

Donations Still Sought For
Flood Victims in Our Region

The offices of The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood have
received numerous calls inquiring as to how to help our neighbors affected by the flooding
caused by Hurricane Floyd.

Our first suggestion is to contact your house of worship and offer your time and support
to their efforts.

Most organizations prefer to receive cash donations, but will also accept food (canned
and non-perishable), linens (blankets, sheets, pillows, towels, etc.), clothing for adults,
children and babies, cleaning supplies (i.e. mops, brooms, bleach) and volunteers.

Please contact the individual organization to determine its needs.

American Red Cross �  (908) 756-6414

Fanwood Rescue Squad � (908) 322-8236

Community Food Bank of New Jersey � (908) 355-3663 ext. 226

Cozy Corner Quilt Shop � (908) 322-8480

Salvation Army � (800) 725-2769

Adventist Community Services � (800) 381-7171

Church World Service � (800) 725-2769

Southern Baptist Church � (800) 462-8657 ext. 6440

Some Relief Available For
Victims of Hurricane Floyd

A number of federal, state, county, and private organizations are providing
relief to victims of Hurricane Floyd. Below is a list of agencies, what they offer
and phone numbers to contact them. Conditions and restrictions apply to most
offers of assistance. Please contact the individual agencies for complete details
of their services.

Federal �
FEMA (800) 462-9029 Low Interest Loans

State �
DMV (888) 486-3339 Free Replacement of documents lost in flood
Parkway       --------- No Tolls at Pkwy-Route 3 to ease traffic

County �
Union (877) 424-1234 Emergency, No-Interest Loans

Private �
Red Cross (908) 756-6414 Multiple shelter/food programs

World Wide Web Provides
Additional Information

The Westfield Leader � www.goleader.com/water
Latest news, information and automatic e-mail update service.

Elizabethtown Water Company � www.etownwater.com
Water company�s web site.

Additional Information � General Information
www.state.nj.us/health
www.cdc.gov/niosh/flood.html

Relief Agencies � www.nvoad.org
Information on relief agencies.

1)A composite of two photographs showing a tree uprooted on
Belvidere Avenue in Fanwood. 2) A tree crew goes to work removing
the enormous trunk. 3) Westfield Department of Public Works crew
cleans up a large oak tree uprooted by Floyd. The tree disrupted
utility service and narrowly missed crushing the homeowner’s car.
4) The underpass between North and South Avenues in Garwood is
turned into a lake by Hurricane Floyd. 5) Even heros sometimes
need help. Westfield volunteer firefighter Tom Ryan parked his
truck at Firestation No. 2 while responding to calls during the
hurricane. When he returned, he found his vehicle crushed by a
fallen tree. 6) A tree rests squarely on a home on Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. 7) Trees and wires block Coleman Place in
Westfield.

Comcast Cable
Comcast customers can get a credit for lost service if their cable was out for six

or more hours. Comcast has confirmed it will credit their subscribers one full day
for a service interruption of six to 24 hours and one full day for each day over 24
hours. The credit does not apply to lack of service due to the loss of electricity in
your home. Call Comcast at (800) 982-5590 for details.

Elizabethtown Gas
Elizabethtown Gas Company is waiving its customary charge of $50 for relighting

the gas pilots of its customers for any customer that required this service due to the
storm. Charges for other repair services will be assessed as normal. If you were
charged, simply contact the gas company at (908) 289-6400 for a credit.

Utility Storm Credits

 the north side train station.
Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh

said Floyd �far exceeded the storm of
record in this area, which hit in 1973.�
He said last week�s hurricane dumped 10
inches on Westfield � three inches more
than the 1973 storm.

�Every street was literally a river of
varying depth,� he remarked. Mr. Gottko
concurred, noting that �buses coming up
Euclid (Avenue) were creating white caps.�

�It was an enormous event,� explained
Mr. Marsh, observing that the Army
Corps of Engineers has said the storm
may be the biggest to hit the area in 150
and perhaps even 200 years.

First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott commented that his parents,
who live on Wyandotte Terrace, had two
and a half feet of water in their basement,
which knocked down a door.

The fire department had to break into
the garage area in order to disconnect the
electricity to prevent a fire, he said.
Firefighters also got the McDermotts out
of the house.

Officials reported that about 300
flooded basements were pumped out by
the Westfield Fire Department. There
were reports of some sewer line backups,
as well.

In addition to traffic interruption and
temporary road closures due to flooded
streets, power outages occurred through-
out the town. In fact, such outages were
sometimes the last straw for those trying
to keep water out of their basements. As
sump pumps stopped, water rose and
residents found themselves trying to bail.

Chief Scutti said despite the havoc the
electric outages caused to residents de-
pending on their sump pumps, the power
interruptions were not as widespread or
severe as during the Labor Day storm of
1998.

A PSE&G spokesperson said that in
the Central Division, which includes
Union, Middlesex and parts of Somerset
Counties, 68,984 customers were with-
out electricity at different times from
about 11 a.m. September 16 to midnight
September 18.

Mr. Marsh said that aside from the
water issue, the �single biggest problem
was downed trees.� He said he fielded
about 130 telephone calls last Thursday,
approximately 75 percent of which con-
cerned downed trees and branches.

But, the Engineer said, the town is
�pretty much caught up with clearing� of
tree branches and limbs.

He added that, contrary to normal
policy, the town will pick up any trees or
branches at curbside until Friday, Octo-
ber 1, and contractors, such as landscap-
ers, will be able to take collected yard
debris to the town�s Conservation Center
until October 1 as well.

Scotch Plains Has
Flooded Basements

In Scotch Plains, while the damage
�was not all that bad,� according to
Police Chief Thomas F. O�Brien, there
were sporadic power outages. They were
not as widespread or severe, however, as
during last year�s Labor Day storm.

He said there was flooding in many
areas, which caused some basements to
flood and led to the closing at one point
last Thursday of Route 22.

In addition, Chief O�Brien said, the
downtown business district also experi-
enced flooding.

The Fire Department�s boat was used
last week for the first time in nearly two
decades, when a resident of the Bayberry
Apartment Complex at the south end of

the township needed to be removed from
his flooded apartment.

The main flood-related problem, Chief
O�Brien said, was getting people out of
cars that had become stranded on flooded
roads.

He added that anyone needing assis-
tance with cleaning up flood damage
may call the Scotch Plains Department
of Public Works at (908) 322-6700.

Fanwood Notes
Outages, Flooding

Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy,
who also serves as the borough�s Emer-
gency Management Coordinator, said the
municipality experienced no widespread
power outages the day of the storm, but
noted that a handful of households re-
ported a loss of power due to tree branches
falling and pulling down power lines.

Flooding led to the closure of several
streets, including Martine Avenue at Mid-
way and North Avenues, and Westfield
Road.

While a number of homeowners in the
borough reported basement flooding,
there were no reports of structural dam-
age, Chief Carboy said, although there
were costs incurred from overtime.

Six residents did have to be evacuated
from Cecilia Place, however, due to flood-
ing from a nearby brook. Temporary
shelter was provided at the Fanwood Fire
Department headquarters.

In addition, Chief Carboy confirmed
that a police department vehicle was lost
to floodwaters while responding to a 911
call on Shady Lane. The call turned out
to be a misdial, he noted.

He commented that a lot of new equip-
ment was lost due to flooding at the
Union County Division of Communica-
tions in Westfield, which outfits police
vehicles with radio equipment.

The Department of Public Works�
(DPW) cleanup effort is continuing, he
revealed, adding that any resident wish-
ing to dispose of water-damaged furni-
ture or other household items may do so
by placing them curbside.

These items will then be picked up
during Fanwood�s long-scheduled cleanup
program, beginning this week in the north-
west quadrant of the borough.

Residents are asked to check brochures
which were mailed to them by the DPW
as to when their area is scheduled for a
cleanup. Anyone needing a brochure
may pick one up from the Public Works
Department. Yard debris will be col-
lected in between the regular cleanups.

Mountainside Residents
Also Feel Storm�s Wrath
Calling it �a very hectic day,� Detec-

tive Sergeant Todd Turner of the
Mountainside Police Department said
the borough did experience some power
outages last week, which resulted in
police officers being used to direct traffic
on Summit Road, Summit Lane, Moun-
tain Avenue and New Providence Road.

In addition, flooding forced the clo-
sure of several arteries off Route 22 and
caused a number of residents� basements
to flood.

Sergeant Turner said the fire depart-
ment pumped out water-filled basements
on a first-come, first-served basis. High
winds also led to a number of fallen
utility wires on main and secondary roads.

Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti indicated that the borough
and its residents sustained damage es-
timated at between $300,000 to
$500,000. He said this figure, how-
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Floyd Hits Communities
With Flooding, Power Loss
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(Left) Union County employees redirect people to
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside after the original
venue (above) for the  Jazz Fesital, scheduled for last
Friday and Saturday nights, was inundated.

What To Do AFter The Storm � At A Glance
Fanwood

Yard Debris � Will be picked up curbside as the DPW has time between regular clean-up activites.

Household Items � Starting this week with the Northwest quadrant, items damaged by the storm will be picked
up curbside.

Damage Claims � Any resident who has a damage claim with the borough (i.e. borough tree fell on their property)
should contact their homeowner�s insurance company first, then contact Borough Hall for further details.

Mountainside
Yard Debris � Being picked up curbside.

Household Items � See Union County section below.

Damage Claims � Watch TV-35 for details.
Scotch Plains

Yard Debris � The DPW has already begun to pick up debris at curbside.

Household Items � Final details about collection are not yet available, but residents are advised to leave storm
damaged items curbside.

Damage Claims � Any resident who has a damage claim with the township (i.e. township tree fell on their property)
should contact their homeowner�s insurance company first, then contact Township Hall for further details.

Westfield
Yard Debris � Will be picked up curbside until Friday, October 1 or may be dropped off at the Lamberts Mill Road

Conservation Center. The customary decal is not required from now until October 1.

Household Items � Residents must make arrangements with their private carrier to discard items damaged by the
storm.

Damage Claims � Any resident who has a damage claim with the town (i.e. town tree fell on their property) should
contact their homeowner�s insurance company first, then contact Town Hall for further details and a claim form.

Union County
Household Items� The Office of Emergency Management will be holding a special waste collection day on

Saturday, October 2 at the Westfield Memorial Pool complex from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. Call the OEM at (908)
654-9889 for details.

While the storm caused great destruction, some people
turned it into an adventure, like the two young tube riders
above. Others, such as the owner of the auto below, narrowly
missed disaster.
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