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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for This Is Westfield

A fter offering 16 seasons of the
world’s best music to Westfield
and music lovers from 50 sur-

rounding communities, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) is unques-
tionably regarded as a musical institu-
tion that perseveres in its excellence and
professionalism.

Since 1983, the prolific members of
the WSO have performed concerts, in-
cluding the compositions of Bach,
Beethoven, Brahms, Gershwin, Handel,
Mendelssohn, Mozart, Pachelbel,
Schubert, Stravinsky, Tchaikovsky, Verdi
and Vivaldi.

Executive Director of the WSO, Nancy
N. Jackson cited “excellence in perfor-
mance” and an element of “high accessi-
bility in the community” as key reasons
why the symphony has such a solid repu-
tation in the community.

“We’re carrying the name of Westfield
because the community of Westfield made
it happen,” revealed Mrs. Jackson.

Music Director and Conductor of the
WSO, David Wroe, added: “The Sym-
phony Orchestra is an obvious manifesta-
tion of the arts in this community.” He
added that the orchestra is very notice-
able in the community and contributes

to its spiritual health.
While stating that the WSO is an ambassador for the community, Maestro Wroe

determined, “Westfield is very proud of its arts.”
Over 2,000 students each year have reaped the benefits of the orchestra’s

generosity through educational programs, which have included school concerts and

master classes.
The WSO preserves the musical education efforts of students in schools statewide

through three separate categories: lectures by individuals and interactive perfor-
mance by symphony members; small ensembles; and family concerts.

Maestro Wroe explained that in 1998, a 50 to 60 piece WSO orchestra visited

Westfield High School students. He noted
that it was an important event because it
exposed the students to a full orchestra,
while providing them with the ability to
network with musicians within their own
community.

Both Mrs. Jackson and Maestro Wroe
pointed to their “Beethoven and Beyond”
concert in November 1998 as one of the
most accomplished and revered perfor-
mances to date.

Maestro Wroe noted that the concert,
which featured French jazz violinist,
Didier Lockwood, was probably one of
the most unique concerts because of its
blend of classical music, rock, jazz and
bluegrass music.

Anyone who has attended a perfor-
mance of The Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra, would comment on the flawless,
playful, professional and classic manner
in which Maestro Wroe conducts his or-
chestra.

Due to his easygoing, yet commanding
presence, there is simply no barrier be-
tween the orchestra and the members of
the audience.

The Maestro possesses an impressive
repertoire and credentials, which have
been evident in his instruction and guid-
ance of the WSO ensemble.

As a master conductor, the native of
Great Britain has led the Boston Sym-

phony Orchestra, Saint Louis Symphony,
New York City Ballet, Ensemble Orches-
tral de Paris, L’Orchestre Lamoureux,
the Jerusalem Symphony,
Philharmonische der Stadt Heidelberg,
Eugene Symphony, Florida West Coast
Symphony, Des Moines Symphony, and
the Orchester Vorarlberg at the Bregenz
Festival in Austria.

Maestro Wroe told This is Westfield, that

when he conducts music, the energy and
joy he feels in life is translated to his
performances.

His primary goal in a concert is “to
uplift our audience and to impart to
them a sense of joy, life, energy, and
exuberance that they (the audience) take

with them after the concert – through the
rest of the evening and life, if possible.”

Currently, the WSO is 60 to 65 mem-
bers strong, however, the number of or-
chestra members varies depending upon
the pieces to be performed and the con-
certs themselves.

The Friends of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra is the guild of the WSO. The
group is responsible for coordinating

concerts through set-up, ushering, and
fundraising.

Some of the most important fundraisers
are the “Tour of Notable Homes” and the
WSO Gala.

“They are a very affable group that
wants to support the symphony,” Mrs.

Jackson stated. While noting their “high
energy” and commitment, she added that
the group is continually open to new
members.

The WSO also maintains a Board of
Directors.

Volunteers who would like to become
a part of the board would be provided
with a leadership role in the symphony.
These members would help shape the
symphony for the next century.

“We need
new blood
and new lead-
ers to see it
succeed,” re-
ported Mrs.
Jackson.

The future
is bright and
plans for the
WSO are
open and lim-
itless as the
symphony strives to have its own sound
and continue to reach out to more and
more communities in the state.

“We are Westfield in name, but state-
wide in ambition,” stated Mrs. Jackson.
She added that the symphony will project
its future one step at a time, “while build-
ing on our conceptual strengths.”

“We attempt to put a large emphasis on
using young talent,” stated Maestro Wroe,
while adding that the WSO strives to high-
light local talent as much as possible.

“Music being an international lan-
guage, it attracts people from diverse
backgrounds to this community,” added
Mrs. Jackson.

“I really think it is a boutique orches-
tra, a specialty orchestra,” revealed Mrs.
Jackson. She noted that the concerts

are a place where people can come to
see their friends, while enjoying a no-
table performance at an affordable
price.

“It’s blood, sweat and tears that really
puts that orchestra on the stage,” she
concluded.

In March, the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra offered a taste of local talent in
Cantor Martha Novick from Temple
Emanu-El. Ms. Novick, who has performed

at the Metro-
politan Opera,
is a mezzo so-
prano.

Hanzel and
Gretel will be
performed on
S a t u r d a y ,
April 24, at the
Presbyterian
Church.

The New
J e r s e y

Children’s Choir, which is primarily com-
posed of children from North and Cen-
tral New Jersey, will join in the perfor-
mance.

Maestro Wroe, who selected the solo-
ists for the Hanzel and Gretel performance
observed, “People are pleasantly sur-
prised by the level of excellence of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra. They
thought it could only be heard from
other orchestras that are not right on
their back doorstep.”

 How to Get Involved

Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(908) 232-9400
wso@westfieldnj.com

“Music being an interna-
tional language, it attracts
people from diverse back-
grounds to this community”

    – Nancy Jackson

Maestro David Wroe

Maestro David Wroe


