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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for This Is Westfield

H arry and Wende Devlin were
young children in separate
schools, without any knowledge

of each other, when they scrawled draw-
ings on their blackboards and received
instant acclaim from their principals for
their ingenious creativity.

That was one of the first indications that
they were deeply in love with the arts, and
while still evidently
deeply in love with one
another years later, they
bring that enthusiasm to-
gether to collaborate
their talents and creativ-
ity.

“Your painting looks
good, Harry,” stated Mrs.
Devlin of her husband’s
latest work-in-progress, a
captivating painting of
an antique shop in
Hopewell.

Mr. and Mrs. Devlin,
who recently opened their home during
an interview for This Is Westfield, discussed
at length their separate careers and their
collaboration in Mr. Devlin’s studio — a
veritable museum of their accomplish-
ments and artistry.

“We both wanted to be artists early in
life,” explained Mrs. Devlin, whose por-
traits are unceasingly commissioned and
whose talent was inspired by her older

brothers and sisters.
“I always knew I wanted to be an artist,”

added Mr. Devlin, who described his ca-
reer as that of an “independent artist.”

“Somehow, you’re the one who they
always want to draw in the class,” explained
Mrs. Devlin, adding that she felt her talent
was sought out by those around her
throughout her earliest years.

The Devlins, who married in 1941 and
lived in Elizabeth before settling in

Mountainside in the late
1940s, agreed that their
enthusiasm for their cre-
ative careers has been so
engrossing that they
would rather do noth-
ing else.

While most of his
friends were more inter-
ested in dating or going
to the movies, Mr. Devlin
was busying himself with
carefully crafting model
airplanes.

Mr. Devlin, who has been painting ex-
clusively for nearly 25 years, stated: “To my
great surprise, I’ve made a decent living at
it.”

The Devlins, who are as generous as
they are creative, described an experi-
ence with a German reader of their co-
authored book, “How Fletcher Was
Hatched,” who sent $40, with a request for
an autograph and inscription.

Mrs. Devlin, who was pleased and hon-

ored to provide the autograph, confided,
“We sent the $40 back.”

After graduating from Syracuse Univer-
sity, where he met his wife, Mr. Devlin,
who majored in illustration, moved to
New York City with friends and illustrated
stories for “pulp” magazines, which con-
tain vivid covers and thought-provoking
materials.

As a freelance artist, he also depicted
wartime images for United States Army
manuals prepared by Life magazine. Upon
entering the Navy in 1942, the Office of
Naval Intelligence assigned him to illus-
trate their materials.

During the 1950s, Mr. Devlin created
some of the most memorable editorial
cartoons of his time. He wrote the first
chapter, “Making a Cartoon Tell the Story,”
for Illustrating and Cartooning. His car-
toons were also featured in The New York
Daily News, where he was able to develop
his own cartoon ideas.

He described current political cartoons
as being “hard-hitting and wonderful,”
while adding that every newspaper should
contain these satires.

Mr. Devlin created story illustrations for
magazine articles and illustrated editorial
cartoons at Collier’s Weekly, which went out
of business in 1957. He also illustrated

stories and crafted portraits of celebrities
and other notables for Saturday Home
Magazine.

In 1954, Mr. Devlin was named Vice
Chairman of President Dwight D.
Eisenhower’s People to People Commit-
tee. Two years later, he was elected as the
President of the National Cartoonists So-
ciety. In 1988, he became the Honorary
Chairman of the National Cartoonists So-

ciety, and is a lifelong member of the
Society of Illustrators.

Mr. Devlin also illustrated and penned
the architectural books, “To Grandfather’s
House We Go: A Roadside Tour of Ameri-
can Homes,” and “What Kind of a House
is That?” which were aimed at a younger
audience.

When Harold Longman wrote “The
Wonderful Tree House,” which was pub-
lished in 1962, he enlisted the illustrating
expertise of Mr. Devlin.

Some of Mr. Devlin’s most remarkable
architectural paintings, “Cape May An-
tiques I,” “Miller-Cory House,” “Cape May
Second Empire,” and “Off the Yellow Brick
Road,” have impacted art lovers by instill-
ing a sense of history and an appreciation

for architecture.
Among his collection of memorably

crafted portraits of friends, family and
community members are the lifelike
“Bryan Gates and the Carousel Horse,” a
portrait of Mr. Devlin’s grandson.

While displaying a wide range of artistry
through his billboard designs and the
board game “The Bionic Bullfrog,” Mr.
Devlin never forgets the beauty of his

community.
A limited edition of 200 prints which

were signed and numbered, depicting
some of the who’s who and where’s where
of Westfield, were commissioned by the
Westfield Chamber of Commerce.

Corporations such as Shell Oil Com-
pany, New Jersey’s Public Service Electric
and Gas Company, and New Jersey Bell
Telephone have requested illustrations by
Mr. Devlin.

Mr. Devlin presented his book, “Por-
traits of American Architecture: Monu-
ments to a Romantic Mood,” which was
published in 1989, as his greatest accom-
plishment. It was written completely in
longhand and involved eight years of pains-
taking pride and devotion.

The book was republished by Random
House in 1996, but is currently out of
print.

While Mr. Devlin was establishing his
career as an illustrator and cartoonist, his
wife was busy creating masterful portraits
such as, “Portrait of Gurlie Benou.”

In the 1950s, Mrs. Devlin created her
own comic strip, “Amy and Margie,” and
wrote “Beat Poems of a Beat Mother” for
Good Housekeeping magazine. She gra-
ciously supplied This Is Westfield with an
inscribed copy of “Beat Poems” during
the interview.

The children’s books, “The Knobby Boys
to the Rescue,” “Aunt Agatha,” “There is a
Lion Under the Couch,” “How Fletcher
was Hatched,” “A Kiss for a Warthog,”
“Hang on Hester,” and “The Trouble With
Henriette,” are some of Mrs. Devlin’s most
notable creations.

The New Jersey English Teachers Award
was bestowed to Mrs. Devlin for “How
Fletcher Was Hatched.”

The prolific children’s writer is a mem-
ber of the Rutger’s Advisory Council on

Children’s Literature and was elected to
the New Jersey Literary Hall of Fame in
1989.

Midlantic Bank of New Jersey, National
Westminister Bank of New Jersey, and
Schering Plough have featured collections
or exhibitions of Mrs. Devlin’s artistry.

The magical collaboration between the
Devlins began in 1954, when they
brainstormed to create a comic strip,
“Fullhouse,” based on their seven chil-
dren. The name of the comic strip changed
to “Raggmopp” when the cast of charac-
ters was joined by a poodle, which was
based on the Devlins’ dog.

While some artists and writers who work
together might become frustrated with
opposing views, the Devlins revealed that
they are “marvelous critics for each other.”

Describing their relationship and col-
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Portrait of Wende Devlin-Gates by Wende Devlin Off the Yellow Brick Road, 1989, by Harry Devlin

Winter Flowers by Wende Devlin

Cranberry Thanksgiving, Cover Illustration, by Harry  Devlin
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STILL CREATIVE AFTER ALL OF THESE YEARS...Harry and Wende Devlin
recently contributed two pieces of limited edition prints which were raffled off to
benefit the Friends of Girls Lacrosse, which funds lacrosse programs at Westfield
High School.

“We both wanted
to be artists early
in life”

– Wende Devlin
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