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Caregivers to Meet
At St. Helen’s Center
WESTFIELD – A support group

for individuals caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones meets on
the first non-holiday Monday of each
month at 8 p.m. in the Parish Center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lambert’s Mill Road in
Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The next meeting will take
place on Monday, November 6. For
more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan, at (908) 232-1867.

Scotch Plains Women
Announce Program

On Genealogical Roots
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Woman’s Club will meet on
Wednesday, November 8, at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at 820 Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains, at noon. Lunch will be served
following the business meeting.

John Celardo of Fanwood will
present a program at 1:15 p.m. en-
titled “Tracing Genealogical Roots.”
Members of the public are invited to
attend this portion of the meeting.
Mr. Celardo has worked for the Na-
tional Archives and Records Admin-
istration since 1970.

Westfield D.A.R. Announces
November Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (D.A.R.) will
hold its Executive Board Meeting on
Monday, November 6, at 7:30 p.m.
at the home of Mrs. John Lawson in
Scotch Plains.

The regular chapter meeting will
take place on Friday, November 17,
at 7:45 p.m. Featured will be a pro-
gram entitled “History of Antique
Clocks,” narrated by David Morgan.

Mr. Morgan is a restorer of antique
clocks, including the famous time-
piece on Journal Square in Jersey
City.

That meeting will be held in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street. Individuals with
inquiries about this program, or who
are interested in joining the D.A.R.,
may call Chapter Registrar Lillian
Blauvelt at (908) 232-8674.

Fanwood Memorial Library
Posts Movies For November
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library’s Friday Film Festival
will continue with two offerings during
the month of November. All films are
free and begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
Fanwood Room downstairs in the li-
brary, located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

The Red Violin (Rated R) will be pre-
sented tomorrow, Friday, November 3.
Directed by Francois Girard, it recounts
the journey of a famous Nicolo Bussotti
violin from its creation in 17th century
Italy through its arrival in Montreal, where

a collector tries to establish the
instrument’s identity and secrets.

On November 17, the library will
present A Night at the Opera (1935),
featuring the Marx Brothers in what many
believe is their best film.

The movies will be shown on the
library’s new large screen television, and
snacks will be available. The series is co-
sponsored by the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the cooperation of
Palmer Video in Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call the library at
(908) 322-6400.

AARP Chapter to Hear Talk
On Dealing With Utilities

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next regular meeting on
Monday, November 6, at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

The social period will begin at 1
p.m., followed by the meeting at
1:30 p.m. Afterwards, guest speaker
Hollie Bailey of the New Jersey Citi-
zen Action Coalition will explain the
history of the new billing procedures
and options, discuss the tools needed
to compare offers and highlight con-
sumer protections and service guar-
antees.

She will also answer questions and
identify additional sources of infor-
mation.

Meeting attendees are asked to
bring canned and boxed grocery items
to be donated to poor, homeless and
temporarily unemployed individu-
als.

Reservations may also be made at
the meeting for the Christmas Lun-
cheon, which will be held on Mon-
day, December 4, at noon at The
Westwood in Garwood. The cost of
the luncheon, including gratuity, is
$16. For additional information,
please call Luncheon Chairwoman
Marie Stock at (908) 925-2536.

Reservations for a trip to Radio

City Music Hall for the Christmas
Show are filled. The next trip will be
to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on
Thursday, February 15, for the com-
edy Nuptials.

Tickets for the trip, including lunch
and deluxe bus transportation, are
$45 and will be available at the No-
vember 6 meeting. Future overnight
trips will also be announced at that
time.

Free yarn and patterns are avail-
able for AARP members who would
like to knit by calling Madeline
Roeben at (908) 233-3876.

Antiques Appraiser to Visit
Fanwood Library Monday

FANWOOD – On Monday, No-
vember 6, at 7:30 p.m., the Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
present “Going, Going, Gone,” featur-
ing appraiser Ron Norris, President of
Norris Auctions, at the library.

Mr. Norris will give the audience
inside information on buying and sell-
ing antiques, including terms, tips and
tools of the trade, and how to care for
valuables. He will appraise one item
per attendee.

Mr. Norris has appeared on Fox’s
Cable Network Collectibles Show and

is an instructor for Community Adult
Education in Somerset.

Programs such as this are made pos-
sible through fundraising efforts by the
Friends on behalf of the library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

The Friends have recently expanded
their fundraising efforts and are now
selling T-shirts for $12, in addition to
their annual membership drive, book
and book bag sales. T-shirts and book
bags are on sale at the library.

T-shirts were recently given to all
volunteers who helped out during this
summer’s renovation project. Any vol-
unteer who did not receive a T-shirt
may pick one up at the library.

Family Investors Names
New Operations Manager

FANWOOD — Family Inves-
tors Company has announced that
Darraugh O’Brien Valli has
joined the firm as new Opera-
tions Manager and an Account
Executive.

Ms. Darraugh was formerly
with Lord, Abbett and Company
in New York City as Director of
Sales Support.

A graduate of Westfield High
School in 1987, and Clemson
University in 1991 with a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Psychol-
ogy, she lives in Scotch Plains
with her husband, Peter, and
twins Sean and Micaela, age 18
months.

Dr. Merriman Mixes
Old Fashioned Practice
With New Technology

WESTFIELD — Mixed with the
comfort of an old fashioned family
style dentist who takes the time to
get to know patients and new tech-
nology that lets patients see what
work needs to be done via computer
right from the comfort of the dental
chair, is a new dental practice in
Westfield.

This practice, led by Dr. Sunita
Merriman is located at 229 Charles
Street, just blocks away from down-
town Westfield.

The office, which occupies the
first floor of Victorian style house,
combines the comfort of home with
the latest technology in the dental
field. All patients’ charts are com-
puterized and are gone over in detail
so that Dr. Merriman can customize
treatment plans and answer ques-
tions.

According to Dr. Merriman, the
computer program used outlines all
teeth and shows the work that needs
to be done.

“The computer program that we
use color codes a treatment plan and
divides the patient’s personalized plan
into categories of healthy teeth, teeth
that have had work done previous to
coming to this practice, work done at
our practice and work that needs to be
done,” stated Dr. Merriman.

“Patients are educated about their
dental needs and the procedures in-
volved with their care by a DVD
informational program and an intra

oral camera that shows close ups of
their teeth,” she explained.

The practice, which is open to
facilitate before and after work ap-
pointments, and alternate Saturdays,
supplies full oral health care. This
includes a full spectrum of cosmetic
dentistry including restorations that
match the color of a patient’s teeth,
bleaching and the restoration of im-
plants as well as full and partial
dentures, crown and fixed bridges,
oral surgery and root canal.

During an initial visit patients will
be greeted by a professional dental
assistant, as well as Dr. Merriman
and will be given a brief tour of the
office, including the area where all
instruments are sterilized.

This is then followed by a compre-
hensive exam, which includes a com-
plete oral history, radiographs, a pe-
riodontal exam to check for gum
disease, a blood pressure screening
as well as an oral cancer screening.

Dr. Merriman uses composite fill-
ings, which gives her patients the
ability to show off their smile, as she
operates an amalgam (silver) free
practice.

“I have designed my practice to
reflect how I would want to be treated
as a patient,” stated Dr. Merriman.
“It is a combination of a relaxed
atmosphere, personal attention and
quality workmanship combined with
the latest and best technology within
the dental field.”

Nature Club to Hold Program
Nov. 7 on Galapagos Islands

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will meet on
Tuesday, November 7, at 8 p.m. in
the Courthouse of the Mountainside
Municipal Building, located at Route
22, East, and New Providence Road.
The courthouse is the second build-
ing and is best reached by entering
from New Providence Road.

Bill Kocsi, a member of the New
Jersey Camera Club, will present a
program entitled “The Galapagos
Islands: The Inspiration for Darwin’s
‘Origin of the Species,’” using digi-
tal projectors.

On Monday, November 6, the club

will sponsor a trip to Brigantine Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge to view the
masses of snow geese and other wa-
terfowl. Additional species may also
be observed during this excursion.

Al Pochek will lead the trip, for
which participants are asked to bring
lunch, scopes, binoculars and warm
clothes. Interested individuals are
asked to meet at 7 a.m. in the Bradlees
parking lot, located off Central Av-
enue in Clark, for carpooling and
directions.

Anyone wishing to drive directly
to Brigantine may meet the rest of
the group there at 9 a.m.

Rutgers Cooperative Reveals
Upcoming Lecture Topics

WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Co-
operative Extension Master Garden-
ers of Union County has announced
three upcoming programs as part of
its 2000 Fall Speakers Series.

All are free and will begin at 7:30
p.m. in the Union County Adminis-
tration Building Auditorium, located
at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield.

“Composting” will be presented
on Thursday, November 9. Partici-
pants will learn how to turn their
leaves, lawn, garden and kitchen left-

overs into a valuable soil amend-
ment. Composting bins will be avail-
able for $25.

“Horticultural Therapy & Terrari-
ums” will be offered on Thursday,
November 30, during which attendees
will learn how to make a terrarium.

“Preserving Herbs for Crafts and
Holiday Gifts” will be held on Tues-
day, December 12.

Interested individuals may regis-
ter for the classes by calling Rutgers
Cooperative Extension at (908) 654-
9854.

HONORING COLUMBUS...Members of the Scotch Plains chapter of UNICO National paid tribute to Christopher
Columbus on Columbus Day. Pictured, left to right, are: State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains, Pat
Harrington, Dan Mazzagetti, the Father Donald  Hummel of St. Bartholomew’s Church in Scotch Plains and Mauro Delreo.


