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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pourridie – Any of various fungus

growths which decay the roots of vines
2. Requin – A shark
3. Miche – To hide or sneak
4. Treague – A truce

DELACRIMATION
1. Dehydration
2. Wateriness of the eyes
3. Yielding no milk
4. Dryness of the skin

TURPITUDE
1. Pertaining to overindulgence in any

activity
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Baseness; vileness
4. Agitation; violence

TEIL
1. The lime tree
2. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
3. The powder of aloes
4. A green vegetable pigment

LANDLOPING
1. A footprint
2. A vagabond
3. A trap, snare
4. Cutting; especially with an ax or saw

Youth Leadership And Scotch Plains
Support Autism Cause With Bake Sale

Is Work at Walnut Street Home In
Adherence With Westfield Code?

Firefighters Thanked
For Quick Response
Fire Chief Dan Kelly, I thank your

firefighter crew. The Westfield Leader
office Wednesday afternoon (a week
ago) had a poignant smell (electrical
burning odor). I asked for help from
your department.

Within minutes, firefighters Bob
Buccino, Tom Ryan and Lou
Cherchio arrived with infrared equip-
ment, perhaps other devices. They
located the source in the ceiling light-
ing (ballast and loose wiring), disas-
sembled the device and made sure we
were in a safe condition. They also
went on the roof to inspect the air
conditioning units and air-handling
units to make sure there were no
other issues. They were very courte-
ous and professional; went beyond
my expectation and rendered our staff
with a sense of security, put us at
ease.

Thank you from all of us.
Horace Corbin, Publisher

The Westfield Leader

Has Westfield Board of Education
Scrapped Cable TV36?

40th Annual Book Sale at Westfield
Library Was A Big Success

My name is Mallory Banks and
I’m a 5th grader at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains. I am 11
years old. For the third year in a row,
for Autism Awareness month, I am
serving as a 2013 Autism Awareness
Junior Ambassador.

On Saturday, April 27, along with
my friends and family I hosted a
Bake Sale at Parker Gardens in Scotch
Plains to raise money for Autism
Awareness. We raised $2,300. This is
the third year that I have hosted this
Autism Bake Sale. In my first year, I
raised $500, last year I raised $2,000
and this year I raised $2,300. In 2012,
I was one of only two kids in the State
of New Jersey to raise $2,000. Au-
tism Speaks recognized my achieve-
ments by giving me a special award.

My older brother Ethan (13 years
old) has Autism and I believe that it is
important to educate the community
about Autism and help in any way
that I can to support fundraising for
Autism.

Because my mom works full-time
and I go to school, we sent many e-
mails out to our friends asking them

to help us bake for this important
cause. Our friends and neighbors
baked a ton of desserts and my friends
and I sold them at Parker Gardens on
Saturday, April 27. In addition to the
bake sale, we also hosted a raffle.
Local vendors including Fabio’s Bis-
tro, Fanwood Bagel, JCC of Central
Jersey, Apple Blossom, Guillotine Sa-
lon and Spa, Tinga, Frank’s Auto
Body, Oh’Brian’s Pourhouse, Darby
Road, Ginger Sushi, Diva Nail, Ro-
man Boutique, Sun Tavern, Dairy
Queen, Double Dipper, Rockin’ Joes
of Millburn and Stage House. Nick’s
Pizza and Deli of Fanwood also sold
pizza pies at our fundraiser and do-
nated half of their sales to our event.

We are grateful for the support of
all of these establishments.

I will be donating all of this money
to Autism NJ and am hoping that you
can feature my story and picture in
your newspaper. (See photograph on
page 5.)

Mallory Banks
Gina Banks (mother)

Scotch Plains

What’s going on with TV36? I
used to stay informed about the
schools by watching, and I especially
enjoyed seeing our athletes and per-
formers. But lately it seems like there
are only out of date Board of Educa-
tion meetings. What happened to con-
certs? What happened to football,
basketball, or anything else? Surely
I’m not the only viewer in town who
misses watching.

I tried to see what’s on by visiting
the district’s website, and the sched-
ule is from May 2012.

I even called the number from the
website, but the line was discon-
nected.

It seems like the Board of Educa-
tion has scrapped Channel 36. I say,
“bring it back!”

Ali Goldstein
Westfield

The Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library sincerely thank all
those supporters who helped make
our 40th Annual Book Sale a huge
success. Nearly 200 volunteers
worked tirelessly for two weeks sort-
ing and organizing thousands of
books. We are grateful to the Westfield
community for its help, including the
Westfield Board of Education, the
Westfield Department of Public
Works, Holy Trinity, ShopRite and
Trader Joe’s. The Westfield Memo-
rial Library gave us use of their meet-
ing room for the event, and the li-
brary staff accommodated us in ev-
ery way. Very special thanks go to the
Westfield High School National
Honor Society, Girl Scouts, Holy
Trinity and St. Helen’s for providing
us with energetic teen volunteers.
Last, but certainly not least, we thank
area residents who donated and pur-
chased books in support of the
Westfield Memorial Library. We are
proud to report that no leftover books
were discarded: all went to charitable
organizations.

The book sale is the Friends’ major

fundraiser and it is used to under-
write a range of services for the li-
brary and Westfield residents. It funds
programs for children and adults, in-
cluding the Museum Pass Program,
purchases equipment and materials
for the library, and provides scholar-
ships for future librarians. The Friends
also sponsor programs including
Books-on-Wheels, book discussion
groups, opera at the Met, and the
annual Friends’ outing. Our newest
project is sponsoring “Sharing the
Warmth,” a group of knitting enthu-
siasts who make blankets for chil-
dren with cancer. We encourage mem-
bers of the community to join the
Friends and to take advantage of our
many programs. In the fall, we plan
to hold our third annual children’s
book sale in time for holiday shop-
ping. For more information about the
Friends, visit our website at https://
sites.google.com/site/friendsofwml/
home or e-mail
FriendsofWML@gmail.com.

Mary Wislocki,
The Book Sale Committee

Friends of the Westfield Library

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Westfield First Ward Coun-
cilmen Frank Arena and Sam Della
Fera.

*****
Mr. Arena and Mr. Della Fera,
Greetings and thanks for your time.
I, along with nearly every other

resident of Walnut Street are attempt-
ing to understand what is going on at
257 Walnut Street. Obviously, there
was a purchase and sale (winter 2013)
but post that date there has been abso-
lute non-adherence to the rules of the
Town of Westfield Code.

As to not waste your time, we have
three questions/

Safety:
There are/were multiple layers of

1) siding (removed), 2) asbestos tile
(removed) and 3) original lead painted
cedar shakes now exposed to resi-
dents of the street. I feel very confi-
dent if multiple concerned residents
did not speak up  the new owner
would have continued to cut costs per
removal of debris and had the struc-
ture “down” before anything could
be done with adherence to town rules.

Permits:
Only after siding was removed from

residence (on a Saturday, with no
inspectors available) did the new
owner apply for permits. We trust
town, county and state inspectors now
involved will look out for interests of
all residents. Also, I am certain a non-
bonded company was used in origi-
nal siding removal and no environ-
mental tests occurred prior to the
application of demolition permit.
Though I appreciate the town’s ad-
ministrative help on this subject, I am
bewildered to hear that owner is in
compliance “as of now” with the rules.

The new owner only got in “compli-
ance” when either pressed and/or
worried that his shortcut demolition
was going to create him a legal issue.

I will not go through each of the
violations of Section 8 of the town
code prior to April 22, but the town
planner, administrator, ward council,
mayor and all interested parties should
be publicly and transparently be made
aware of all actions occurring at this
property.

Properties for Sale:
Furthermore, I was informed [that]

one of the two proposed townhouses
on the property is in attorney review.

The posting is from Suburban ERA
Realty’s website, Friday, April 26,
2013 www.erasuburb.com/property/
75052805-101016193/257-walnut-
st-westfield-nj-07090/.

Any enlightenment on the subjects
above would be of interest to the
residents of Walnut Street.

Again, thanks for your time and
assistance.

Mark Bond
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

www.goleader.com/help

Superstorm Sandy: By
the Numbers

Superstorm Sandy ransacked the
East Coast, bringing with it some
staggering statistics. Here’s a look at
the storm, by the numbers:

2.7 million: Number of power out-
ages in New Jersey after Superstorm
Sandy.

2.5 million: Cubic yards of sand
and silt deposited on road and water-
ways from Sandy.

37,000: Amount of primary resi-
dences deemed by FEMA to have
incurred “major damage.”

$1.1 billion: Total federal alloca-
tions for Superstorm Sandy response
and recovery in New Jersey.

$3.3 billion: Total National Flood
Insurance Program payments made
to policy holders in New York.

89,025: Number of New Jersey
residents who have visited FEMA
Disaster Recovery Centers.

6,088: Average amount of money
awarded by FEMA per applicant for
housing assistance.

480: Amount of volunteer agen-
cies active in disaster recovery effort.

195,000: Number of room nights
in 435 hotels and motels paid for by
FEMA while displaced survivors
sought permanent housing solutions.

$7.6 million: Cost of the recon-
struction of the Seaside Heights
boardwalk, which is slated to reopen
to the public on Memorial Day.

By Jillian MacMath
Staff Writer for AccuWeather.com

Union County
Residents: Be Vigilant
In wake of Monday’s Boston Mara-

thon tragedy, the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders urges resi-
dents to be on alert for new and
recycled Internet scams that use the
event as a means to disseminate
malware and conduct financial fraud.

When tragedies strike, we always
want to make our best effort to stay
informed, reach out, and give sup-
port; however, we are urging the pub-
lic to use caution before visiting
websites and clicking links related to
the Boston Marathon bombing, and
are asking people be vigilant to whom
they are making donations.

According to the Center for Internet
Security, watch groups and cyber se-
curity experts have already identified
multiple fake domains/websites and
charity efforts taking advantage of
the Boston Marathon bombing; and
based on previous tragedies, more
scams will follow in the coming days.

The following guidelines have been
suggested for analyzing websites
pertaining to the event, and those
soliciting donations:

• Be cautious of e-mails/websites
that claim to provide information
because they may contain viruses.

• Do not open unsolicited (spam)
e-mails, or click on the links/attach-
ments contained in those messages.

• Never reveal personal or finan-
cial information in e-mail.

• Do not go to untrusted or unfa-
miliar websites to view the event or
information regarding it.

• Never send sensitive information
over the Internet before checking a
website’s security and confirming its
legitimacy. Malicious websites may
look identical to a legitimate site, but
the URL may use a variation in spell-
ing or a different domain (e.g., .com
vs. .net)

Freeholder Chairman
Linda Carter

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth (908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Westfield-Garwood Relationship
Faces a Bump Over Development

The relationship between Westfield and its neigh-
bor to the east, Garwood, has been bumpy at times.
In the mid-1990s the two communities differed on
support of Village Super Market Inc.’s plans to build
a giant ShopRite on North Avenue in both commu-
nities with a Westfield street address. After the
Westfield Planning Board rejected the application,
the Garwood Planning Board approved an amended
plan to place the entire store into Garwood. There
were also some complaints over the years by Garwood
involving the Westfield Senior Citizens Housing on
Boynton Avenue.

In recent years, though, the relationship between
the two towns appears to be positive. The ShopRite
has been a big success with little traffic problems.
The Westfield Seniors Housing Corp. has been ap-
proved to convert the old St. Anne’s School in
Garwood into additional senior housing units.

But last week Garwood Councilman William
Nierstedt, speaking as a resident not as a council-
man, and another resident, spoke of their concerns
over a 16-unit townhouse development planned for
the corner of Grove Street and Myrtle Avenue on the
Westfield/Garwood border. The Westfield Board of
Adjustment approved the development at a special
meeting held April 16 after Mr. Nierstedt and the
other resident spoke.

Garwood is concerned over the potential for water
runoff from the development, which is to be built
across the street from the Westfield Indoor Tennis
Club.

The Westfield building department, in our view,
should work with its Garwood counterpart to ensure
that water runoff, traffic and other issues from this
development do not impact negatively on neighbor-
hoods in the area of both communities.

Counties, School Boards Should
Share Burden of Tax Appeals

The record number of tax appeals being filed by New
Jersey homeowners over the past few years has munici-
pal officials pushing to have the burden of reduced tax
revenue spread out to cover school districts and coun-
ties. Currently, towns have to absorb the full cost of lost
tax appeals while school boards and county govern-
ments receive 100 percent of the tax levies from their
adopted budgets.

A number of mayors, including Elizabeth Mayor
Chris Bollwage, say the current system is unfair to
towns and that these other taxing entities should be
required to split the loss of tax revenue from appeals
with municipalities. We agree with this sentiment.

Legislation at the state level, S-1896 and A-1503,
would require school boards and counties to share in the
burden of lost revenue from tax appeals. According to
The Star-Ledger, 116,000 tax appeals were filed in New
Jersey by the April 1, 2012 deadline,
with 70 percent of those appeals re-
sulting in a revised assessment or out-
of-court settlements thus reducing the
homeowner’s taxes. Both bills, spon-
sored by Republican lawmakers, have
languished at the committee level their
introduction in 2012 as the Democrat-
controlled Legislature has failed to
move on them. With Mayor Bollwage
coming out in support of spreading the burden of tax
appeals to school boards and counties along with the
New Jersey League of Municipalities, it is our hope this
legislation will be quickly moved through the Senate
and Assembly and on to Governor Chris Christie who

would likely sign it.
As we expected, the New Jersey School Boards Asso-

ciation and the New Jersey Association of Counties
(NJAC) have both opposed this legislation. The Star-
Ledger quoted NJAC Executive Director John Donnadio
as saying counties do not have reserve funds to pay out
to towns and that counties would have to borrow money
or cut services in order to make such payments. In our
view, that is the problem with New Jersey’s property tax
system. School boards and counties need to start work-
ing with municipalities to discuss their budgets and tax
levies and the impact they have on local taxpayers.

Over the past few years, plunging revenues from
reduced assessments and lower interest rates on short-
term investments have strapped municipal coffers. Hav-
ing the burden of a further decline in revenue as more
and more homeowners file tax appeals, in our view, is

likely to lead to further layoffs of
critical municipal employees such as
police and firefighters.

Some counties are moving the tax
appeal deadline from April 1 to Janu-
ary to help municipalities with esti-
mating the amount of reduced rev-
enues in their municipal budgets,
which are usually not adopted until
April.

It’s time counties and school boards start sharing the
burden of tax appeals.

Then, after this is settled, it’s time for New Jersey to
dump the entire property tax system and start over –
Ctrl-Alt-Delete.


