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Raider Diamond Boys Showed
Strength in WC Conference

CO-CAPTAINS BRAMNICK, ROGERS LED WAY TO GLORY

Blue Devil Golfers Finish 17-0,
Group 4 State Champions

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning outside the conference
did not happen, but the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball boys
rose to the occasion within the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision and finished 9-4. With only
two seniors, Anthony Blasi and Brian
Maroney, on the starting lineup, the
young Raiders showed their moxie
with big wins over Cranford, Union
and Westfield (opening day).

With all of this youth, the Raiders
can look forward to a promising sea-
son next year, especially with the
fine development of sophomore
pitchers Dave Senatore, Steve
Pietrocha and Jeff Wexler. Addition-
ally the Raiders got plenty of bang
from the bats of juniors Brad Belford
and Dave Baumwoll.

However, there will be a loss from
Blasi and Maroney who not only
displayed team leadership but pro-
vided impressive offensive lightning.
Blasi whacked two home runs, two
triples and six doubles, finishing with
20 hits in 56 plate appearances for a
.357 average. Also he swiped seven
bases, had six RBI and led the team
in runs scored with 21. Maroney was
the chief thief with 15 stolen bases
and managed to cross home plate 13
times. Maroney rapped 18 hits, in-
cluding three doubles and two triples,
and finished with a .367 batting aver-
age.

“Blasi came on strong and sur-
prised a lot of people with his hit-

ting,” said Raider Head Coach Brian
Homm. “He hit the ball a lot better
than I thought, but he was also very
good defensively.”

Belford was a most-difficult Raider
for opposing pitchers to get out and
finished with a .365 average with 19
hits, including four doubles and two
home runs. Although a first baseman,
Belford filled in well behind the plate
on several occasions.

“He showed a lot of versatility and
could also play well in the outfield,”
pointed out Homm.

Primarily the leadoff batter,
Baumwoll led the team with a .415
average, poked 17 hits, scored eight
runs and stole eight bases. Junior
center fielder Brian Schiller cracked
two home runs, including a tide-
turning solo blast against Cranford.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stiff competition can raise the level
of play in golf. This season, the stiff
competition issued from rival
Cranford kept the Westfield High
School golf team on its toes and
assisted them in achieving an unde-
feated, 17-0, regular season record.
The acquired habit of being on their
toes also helped the Blue Devils win
the Watchung Conference title, the
Group 4 regional title and the Group
4 state title.

Westfield defeated Cranford in the
regular-season showdown and edged
them 331-335 in the Watchung Con-
ference match but the Cougars crept
back four days later and grabbed the
Union County title, nudging the Blue
Devils, 321-327, at Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in Westfield.

Individually, the competition was
also fierce. Blue Devil senior Co-
Captain Brent Bramnick, who fired
several even par rounds this season,
found himself in head-to-head battles
with Cougar star Mike Occi.
Bramnick, a Union County cham-
pion in 1999, placed second to Occi
this year in both the conference and
county tournaments.

At the regional championship,
Bramnick turned in an 80 at the very
tough Alpine Coun-
try Club. Sopho-
more Adam
Karnish and junior
Jeff Luker both
came in at 88 and
Co-Captain Josh
Rogers finished
with an 89.

“Alpine is a very
difficult course,”
explained Blue
Devil Head Coach
John Turnbull. “It’s
very tight, very nice
and one of the best
in the state.”

Luker came on
strong as the sea-
son matured and
was a major influ-
ence in several of
Westfield’s victo-
ries.

“He got into it
and started to play
very well,” com-
mented Turnbull.

Rogers had his great days also,
especially when he shot a five-over

par 77 to lead the Blue Devils to the
Group 4 state title, defeating powers

Wayne Valley, East
Brunswick and
Marlboro. Bramnick
had an 87, junior Erin
Cockren shot 88 and
Karnish fired a 92.

Twenty-five years
ago (1976), Turnbull,
as a student, led the
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School
golfers to the state
title.

Cockren also made
a lasting impression
by placing in a tie for
eighth with an 86 at
the NJSIAA Girls
Tournament of Cham-
pions at Forsgate
Country Club in
Jamesburg on
Wednesday, May 23.

Westfield will in-
deed, once again, be
very strong next year,
and according to
Turnbull, “We have a

very strong group of eighth graders,”
who will help.

WILLIAMS, MCCURDY TAKE 1ST; ANZELONE GETS 4TH

Raider Boys Get 5th, GL Girls
Take 6th at Group Track Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys (Group 3), with a total
of 25 points, and the Governor
Livingston High School girls (Group
2), with 21 points, finished fifth
and sixth, respectively, in the New
Jersey Group championships held
at Egg Harbor on June 1-2. The
Raider boys grabbed a first, a
fourth, two fifths and two sixths
while the Highlander girls earned
a first, a third, a fourth and a sixth.

The Westfield High school girls
picked up four points in the Group
4 division and the Highlander boys
totaled seven points in Group 2. In
Parochial A, the Union Catholic
girls accumulated 10 points to
place 14th.

Senior Alexis Anzelone was the
only Blue Devil to put up points by
placing fourth in the 3,200 meters,
timed at 11:21.5 on Friday. How-
ever, senior CJ Dodge crossed the
finish line in 2:12.07 to place third
in the wheelchair open 800 meters
– a non team-point event.

The Raider boys positioned
themselves in third place with 18
points behind Camden at 29 and
Willingboro at 22.5 after the Fri-
day events; however, Camden fin-
ished strong on Saturday to win
the title with 69 points. Garnering
the most points for the Raiders was
junior Ray Williams who blazed
across the damp finish line in :48.32
to seize first in the 400 meters. Wil-

liams also qualified for the Meet of
Champions (MOC) by finishing sixth
in the 200 meters at :22.25.

“It was kind of hard for Ray to run
the 200 in lane 1. His height made it
hard for him in the sharp turns,”

explained Raider Head Coach Rich
McGriff. “He will run the 400 first in

the MOC before the 200. He has
been preparing for this all year. His
whole mind set is for this meet.”

The damp weather did seem to
have an effect on the field events.
Senior Derrion Aberdeen soared

20’1.25” – two feet less than his
best – to place fourth in the long
jump and sophomore Chris
Feighner had a shove of 52’5.5”
– nearly two feet less than his
best at the Group 3 tournament
– to finish fifth in the shot put.

“We run in the rain in prac-
tice, and that doesn’t affect them
that much. But you do experi-
ence it a bit in the field,” said
McGriff. “The long jump was
harder because of the running
and sliding. Everybody (in the
long jump) felt it. Derrion was
worried about sliding and get-
ting on the board. But Chris has
been throwing the shot well. That
(52’5.5”) was his personal best a
little over a week ago.”

Raider junior Bob Wallden
crossed fifth in the 3,200 meters
with a time of 9:41.31 and se-
nior Mike Dixon also qualified
for the MOC by placing sixth in
the 800 with a time of 1:58.99.

“I was very happy to see five
guys qualify. It was great to get
Bob and Mike there for the first
time. Mike is one of the kids
who has done everything we
wanted him to do. He is always

prepared.”
As to his thoughts on the upcom-

ing Meet of Champions (Wednes-
day, June 6), McGriff said, “It is a
nice meet for the kids just to go out
there and do their best. They don’t
have to worry about the team.”

Junior Dana McCurdy provided
the majority of the GL Highlander
girls’ points by winning the 100
hurdles with a time of 15.09 seconds,
finishing fourth in the 400 meters at
1:00.02 and sixth in the 400 hurdles
with a time of 1:05.14. Senior Maya
Monroe cleared 5’0” to claim third
in the high jump.

Highlander senior Andrew
Whitney cleared 13’0” to take third
in the boys pole vault and senior
Marty Moroney hurled the javelin
174’6” to place sixth and earn a trip
to South Brunswick for the MOC.

Union Catholic Viking Katie
Marshall qualified for the MOC by
finishing fourth in the 1,600 meters
at 5:21.36 and fifth in the 3,200 at
11:45.36. Rebecca Babicz crossed
fourth in the 800 meters with a time
of 2:23.72.

Rahway High School standout
Danny Johnson broke his own record
in the Group 3 100-meter dash by
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Blue Devil junior Erin CockrenBlue Devil senior Brent Bramnick

Blue Devil Josh Rogers

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT ABOUT TO GET PICKED OFF...Raider Brad Belford dives safely back
to first in a home game against Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUALIFYING FOR THE MOC...Blue Devil Alexis Anzelone, right, qualified
for the Meet of Champions by placing fourth in the 3,200 meters.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EYEING THE TITLE...Raider Ray Williams
sets his sights on winning the state 400 meter title.


