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Holiday Deadlines  Told
For Upcoming  Issues
Readers preparing press releases

for submission for the New Year�s
Day issue of TheTimes should make
note that all press releases, pic-
tures and letters to the editor must
be submitted by noon on Tuesday,
December 23, to be considered for
publication in the Thursday, Janu-
ary 1, issue.

Sports stories must be submitted
by 10 a.m. on Monday, December
29, while obituaries will be ac-
cepted up until 5 p.m. that day.

For added convenience, all copy
may be e-mailed to press@
goleader.com by the above dead-
lines.

Please note that our regular dead-
lines will apply for the issue of
Thursday, January 8, which re-
quests regular copy be submitted
by Friday at 4 p.m.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publi-
cation date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

IN PARTNERSHIP...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Future Business Leaders in America
Chapter are pictured in front of the Chubb Corporation�s world headquarters, where they took part in a project as part
of the chapter�s partnership with Chubb.

BOWLING TO PREVENT BIRTH DEFECTS...David Gewirtz, right, President of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School�s chapter of the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), is shown presenting a check to benefit of the March
of Dimes to Mary Lou Dawson, Director of Development for the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation. The $2,050
check was the proceeds of a �bowl-a-thon� sponsored by the high school student organization. Also pictured are the top
money raisers, who participated in the event: Paul Barnas, left; Theresa Mullarkey, second from left, and Chris Cardinal.
Rounding out the list of the fund-raising �top 5� is Louis Zinman, who is not pictured.

RECYCLING ASSOCIATION COMMITS PROJECT FUNDS

Merge of Fanwood Boards Okayed;
New Fire Chief to Take Helm Jan. 1;
Pending Sidewalk Repairs Discussed

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

During its final regular meeting of
the year last Thursday, the Fanwood
Borough Council adopted on second
reading an ordinance permitting the
Planning Board to assume the duties
of the Board of Adjustment. The
latter board meets for the last time
tonight, Thursday, December 18,
before being disbanded.

Following months of discussion,
the governing body introduced its
ordinance, which amends the Bor-
ough Code, on November 13. Offi-
cials maintain that merging the two
boards will compensate for a decline
in volunteers and appeals, while also
saving taxpayer dollars since only

one board attorney will be needed.
The council also passed a resolu-

tion confirming that Fanwood will
not enter into a contract with the
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) to participate in the
authority�s tentative deal to lease the
county incinerator to Ogden Martin
Systems for 25 years.

The proposal, which was conceived
as a way to retire the $293 million
debt on the facility, calls for 250,000
tons of garbage to be delivered annu-
ally to the plant, which Ogden Mar-
tin built and operates.

Participating municipalities would
be guaranteed a rate of $50 per ton �
reduced from $83 � for the life of the
agreement, with only cost-of-living
increases enacted based on the Con-
sumer Price Index.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
revealed that Fanwood cannot sign a
contract with the UCUA since the
borough is one of seven Union County
communities which do not include
garbage collection in their municipal
budgets, and therefore cannot tell
haulers where to take their trash.
Residents contract with haulers for
garbage collection, and are then billed
individually.

The council�s resolution, however,
encourages the UCUA to negotiate
an agreement with the haulers who
service Fanwood so that residents
can benefit from the lower rates,
Maryanne S. Connelly said.

Under other business, Councilman
William E. Populus, Jr., the borough�s
Fire Commissioner, announced that
Fanwood resident John Piccola, a
member of the Fanwood Fire Depart-
ment and an employee of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, will become
the borough�s new Fire Chief on
Thursday, January 1.

Mr. Piccola, who has been a mem-
ber of the fire department since 1981,
will succeed current Fire Chief Daniel
Librandy. Councilman Populus pub-
licly thanked Chief Librandy, who he
said had �worked quite diligently to
bring the Fire Department where it
is�I think he gave his heart to this
job and he will be missed.�

Council members renewed discus-
sion of sidewalk repairs, which the

Mayor touched on briefly during the
governing body�s December 11
agenda session. Mrs. McGovern said
she was planning to send out surveys,
per a request by the Mayor, to other
communities to find out whether side-
walk repairs in those towns were
paid for by the municipalities or by
residents.

Council President Bruce H. Walsh,
who sits on the Public Works Com-
mittee, remarked that officials need
to look both at sections of the bor-
ough where sidewalks are in need of
repair and also at areas where side-
walks do not currently exist but have
been recommended for safety rea-
sons.

He added, however, that even when
grant money is available for the work,
residents sometimes balk at the place-
ment of sidewalks along their streets
because of maintenance costs in-
volved. Mr. Walsh recommended that
procedures for the placement of side-
walks be established, based on input
from different sources within the com-
munity.

Arlene Court resident David
Trumpp, who ran for the Borough
Council on the Republican ticket ear-
lier this year, congratulated the Demo-
cratically-controlled council later in
the meeting for addressing the side-
walk issue.

Noting that he and his
runningmate, Councilman-elect Joel
Whitaker, had championed the need
for sidewalk repairs during their cam-
paign, he asked �who says the two
parties can�t work together?�

Robert Sommerich, President of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association, announced that the as-
sociation had made a commitment to
donate $1,010 in recycling proceeds
to Fanwood�s Channel 35.

Representatives of Channel 35,
which broadcasts regular meetings
of the governing body and other

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Scotch Plains-Fanwood District Puts Forth
First Ever Special Education Curriculum

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Special education supervisors
Suzanne Flannery and Janet Ramos
broke new ground for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District with
their presentation of �Special Educa-
tion Standards and Proficiencies�
during the December 11 open agenda
meeting of the Board of Education.

�This represents the first time that
a special education curriculum has
been set forth,� explained Ms. Ramos,
who supervises special education at
the secondary level.

She emphasized that, while Indi-
vidual Education Plan (IEP) goals
remain �the heart� of the curricu-
lum, special education in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood district now paral-
lels the general education standards
more closely than ever.

�Some students will achieve the
benchmarks established by the State
standards,� Ms. Ramos said, �some
will not. Our goal is to (help every
student) work in that direction.�

Ms. Flannery oversees special edu-
cation at the pre-school and elemen-
tary levels.

She said one of the by-products of
the year-and-a-half-long effort to draft
special education standards and
proficiencies is a �stronger partner-
ship between general education and
special education.�

Special education teachers have
been trained alongside their general
education peers in the implementa-
tion of the district�s new math and
science curricula.

Another outgrowth of their efforts
will be a special education resource
handbook that will be made available
to teachers. It will include the alter-
native strategies sometimes needed
�to parallel the mainstream wher-
ever possible,� while �always keep-
ing in mind the individual needs of
every student� using the IEP.

Board member Morris H. Gillet
commended the efforts of Ms. Ramos
and Ms. Flannery and their col-

leagues.
�By trying to stay as close to the

general education (curriculum) as
possible,� he said, �it helps give stu-
dents a sense of accomplishment.�

�We are very appreciative of your
efforts,� added board President Dr.
Donald T. Sheldon.

�This really is a milestone for us
and, probably, many districts in the
state,� said Dr. Sheldon.

Eleanor McClymont, Interim Di-
rector of Pupil Services, said she
foresees the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
document being used as a �model�
around the state.

�It�s one thing to present one con-
tent area,� she explained. �It�s an-
other thing to tie them all together in
a workable document.�

Looking ahead to the next regular
public meeting tonight, December
18, Superintendent Dr. Carol B.
Choye will seek board approval for
the �Special Education Standards and
Proficiencies� as presented to the
board.

A discussion of the individual
school report cards is pending re-
ceipt of these documents from state
officials.

The report cards were due Decem-

ber 3. The cards contain a breakdown
of statistical information on students
successes and on programs offered
by districts in a school-by-school
breakdown.

School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Matthew Clarke
asked the board to approve adjust-
ments in the 1997-1998 school year
budget for the month of August.

During next week�s meeting, the
board will be asked to approve bud-
get adjustments for September, as
well as the Treasurer�s Report and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Eyes
Automation

For Libraries
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council will consider a request from
the Borough of Fanwood to hook up
with the township in its plans to
automate the Scotch Plains Free Pub-
lic Library early next year, in order
to simultaneously automate the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

The agreement between the mu-
nicipalities could reduce the cost of
the $180,000 project for Scotch
Plains by $10,000 to $20,000, ac-
cording to officials. The total cost to
Fanwood is an estimated $80,000.

In considering the proposed share,
Councilman William F. McClintock,
Jr., the governing body�s Liaison to
the library Board of Trustees, said
he was for it, �as long as it doesn�t
slow us down.�

Officials said long-time Scotch
Plains Library Director Norbert
Bernstein had conversations with
Fanwood�s new Library Director,
Dan Weiss, about the possibility of
working together on the automation
and computerization of the librar-
ies.

Scotch Plains alone will add 18
more computer terminals to its li-
brary system. Reportedly, it could
take up to 18 months to convert the
township library�s card catalog to
the computer system. Residents will
be able to search the card catalog on
home computers through the Internet
when the work is complete.

Officials said the township will
pay for only about 75 percent of the
total cost of automating the Scotch
Plains library, since the library has
private donation funds that will cover
the other 25 percent.

Earlier in the month, the council
had hoped to move ahead on the
automation plan by the end of the
year. However, according to Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins,
attorneys arranging for an estimated
$140,000 bond issue on the project
advised the council to introduce and
adopt the ordinance for the bond
issue in the same calendar year, that
being 1998. Since the council will
not hold another public meeting this
year, time ran out.

COUNCIL DECIDES TO KEEP WELFARE SERVICES LOCAL

Township�s Sanitary Sewer Project Hits Snag
As Contractors Face Three-Year Jail Sentence

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township�s $1.7
million project to upgrade its sani-
tary sewer system hit a major snag
Saturday when officials said they dis-
covered, through an article in The
Star-Ledger, that contractors hired
for the work were sentenced to three
years in state prison last week.

According to the article, the pair of
former commercial real estate devel-
opers pleaded guilty last February to
bribery, extortion and theft in a half-
million dollar bid-rigging scheme.
On Tuesday, the township council, in
effect, canceled the agreement with
the contractors � who most recently
have been operating as Consolidated
Design and Building Corporation in
Roselle Park.

By law, Consolidated has 10 days
to plead its case with the township
before officials decide whether to look
at the next three lowest bids on the
extensive sewer work. Councilman
Martin Marks said Tuesday, �This
certainly draws into question the abil-
ity of the contractor to satisfy our
requirements and be responsible.�

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins denied township officials had
any prior knowledge of the contrac-
tors� illegal dealings, saying, �This
information was not made available
to us in the bidding process. Obvi-
ously, the council would not have
gone ahead with it if the information
had been made available to us.�

The council handed the $1,178,000
contract over to Consolidated just
last week with a resolution at its
regular meeting.

According to The Star-Ledger,
Saeed Ahmed, 39, of Weehawken
and Thomas Loredo, 42, of Far Hills
have been operating as Consolidated
since 1993, when they left the
Monmouth County construction com-
pany, Hovsons. The township con-
tract for the sewer work included the
Delta Contracting Company, which
was said to be a joint venture with
Consolidated for the township project.

The pair admitted helping con-

tractors pad bids, according to the
article, and then demanded kick-
backs. Mr. Ahmed was reportedly a
project manager for Hovsons, and
Mr. Loredo was the Director of Fi-
nance for commercial development
with the company.

Ahmed was to begin serving the
three-year jail sentence last Friday in
Somerset County Jail, according to
The Star-Ledger, while Loredo was
freed on bail in order to continue
running the construction company.
A Superior Court Judge in Somerville
denied the two probation. Loredo
will serve his prison term when
Ahmed is finished with his three-
year sentence.

Mr. Atkins said a consulting engi-
neer from Killiam Associates, the
firm hired by the township to oversee
the sewer project, discovered the
newspaper article and alerted the
township. Consolidated was notified
Tuesday, Mr. Atkins said, of the
council�s actions.

A group made up of the township

manager, attorney, a council member
and the consulting engineer would
hear and consider a plea from Con-
solidated not to drop the contract, if
Consolidated requests it.

On a separate matter, the council
unanimously approved a resolution
for the township to continue to ad-
minister its own welfare assistance.

By September of next year, Union
County hopes to have in place a
system to administer welfare benefits
to replace those of towns that relin-
quish their welfare programs to the
county, under the Work First New
Jersey measures.

Township officials said the gov-
erning body was considering sharing
welfare administration duties with
Fanwood under the state-approved
option.

The municipalities already share
the same Director of Welfare, Maria
Santo, officials noted.

In other business, Mr. Atkins said
he would give the council a written
preliminary township budget pro-

posal in mid-January that dealt with
�the big picture.�

He indicated the report would com-
pare the proposed budget with last
year�s budget in a manner that would
identify trends and major areas of
spending. �We need to get the con-
cepts down first,� he said, �I think
we�ve spent too much time on de-
tails, first, in the past.�

Township officials estimated an
approximate $440,000 budget in-
crease over this year�s $15.33 mil-
lion budget. Mr. Atkins said the town-
ship collects about 98 percent of its
tax dollars every year. He noted there
is an 18 percent penalty charge on
delinquent taxes after the first of the
year.

On another matter, Councilman
William F. McClintock said the coun-
cil needed to make �retroactive� ap-
pointments to the John Shippen Foun-
dation Board of Directors. Thurmond
and Ruby Simmons, John Turnbull,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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SCOTCH  PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TREE OF LIGHT�The Schmiede Tree Expert Company in Scotch Plains
recently decorated this 75-foot-tall Pin Oak tree in the Village Green Park in
Scotch Plains. The decorations became a focal point in Scotch Plains beginning in
1993, when then Mayor Joan Papen formed a holiday beautification committee. A
petting zoo, colorful reindeer, a miniature train set and many traditional decora-
tive holiday items have become a familiar sight around the Village Green.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Honor Roll Announced

Two hundred ninety-two students
have been named to the first marking
period Honor Roll at Scotch Plains
High School.

Thirteen freshmen, or 4.69 per-
cent of the 277-member class, were
named to the High Honor Roll, which
requires straight �A�s� if the student
is taking four or five subjects, or at
least five �A�s� and a maximum of
one �B.�

Fifty-seven students, or 20.58 per-
cent of the class, made the Honor
Roll, which requires no mark less
than a �B� and at least three �A�s.�

Among sophomores, 29 students,
or 11.42 percent of the 254-member
class, achieved High Honor Roll sta-
tus. Forty-five students, or 17.72 per-
cent of the class, were named to the
Honor Roll.

Nineteen juniors, or 7.79 percent
of the 244-member class, achieved
High Honor Roll status. Forty-five
juniors, or 18.44 percent of the class,
were named to the Honor Roll.

Twenty-one seniors, or 7.95 per-
cent of the 264-member class, were
named to the High Honor Roll. Sixty-
three seniors, or 23.86 percent of the
class, achieved Honor Roll status.

ADVOCACY ADDRESSED�Scotch Plains resident Robert Blair, pictured at
right, Board Treasurer of the Northern New Jersey Chapter of the Alzheimer�s
Association in Parsippany, joins fellow chapter board member and Certified
Public Accountant Philip Hunrath, center, and Stephen LaMont at the chapter�s
annual meeting, held recently at GPU Service, Inc., in Parsippany. The chapter
offers programs and services for people affected by Alzheimer�s disease who
reside in Union, Bergen, Passaic, Hudson, Essex, Morris, Warren, Sussex,
Hunterdon, Somerset and Middlesex Counties. For additional information on
chapter services and resources, please call the Northern New Jersey Chapter
located at 299 Cherry Hill Road, Parsippany, 07054, or call (973) 316-6676.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
• Report of a theft of a cellular tele-

phone from an employee�s purchase at a
South Avenue business.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
• An apartment resident of Front

Street reported graffiti written on a wall
of a common hallway.

• A White Oak Road resident re-
ported a burglary that occurred during
the afternoon hours. Police said entry
was gained by smashing a rear door
window. It is unknown at this time what
was taken.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11
• Robert Monet, 19; Alfred Frezzo,

Jr., 31, both of Staten Island, and
Bernadette Marie Gorey, 21, of
Whitestone, New York, were arrested
for possession of marijuana in a Park
Avenue parking lot.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
• A student at Union Catholic High

School reported that a car tire was punc-
tured some time during the morning hours.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Oscar O. Ayo, 18, of Newark, was

arrested for possession of marijuana on
Terrill Road and Front Street at approxi-
mately midnight. The arrest occurred as
a result of a motor vehicle stop.

• An employee of a pharmacy on Park
Avenue reported the theft of several cos-
metic items.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
• A resident of Stout Avenue reported

the theft of two decorative reindeer from
a display on the front lawn. The incident
occurred some time during the night.

• Michael J. Porchetta, 22, of Scotch
Plains, was arrested for leaving the scene
of an accident, driving while intoxicated
and possession of marijuana. The inci-
dent took place on Fenimore Drive.
Porchetta is alleged to have struck a
vehicle parked on Westfield Road.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

�Future Leaders� Work
On Project With Chubb

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Future
Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
chapter recently focused on its part-
nership with a business project with
Chubb Insurance Company.

The organizers of this project were
Kathy Marvel, Patty Whitehouse and
the high school�s FBLA chapter. The
day started off with the entire chap-
ter, as well as Chubb employees meet-
ing for a teleconference with the Lon-
don branch office.

The chapter then broke into three

Mr. Populus remarked earlier in
the meeting that Mr. Estis has the
advantage of belonging to a large law
firm to which he can turn for addi-
tional resources on behalf of the bor-
ough. Mr. Estis is an attorney with
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin,
Davis and Himmel in Woodbridge.

Mr. Populus told The Times that
the borough�s legal tab this year,
which totaled $17,328.69 as of Sep-
tember, excluding Mr. Estis� retainer,
includes fees paid to the Borough
Attorney�s law firm for the services
of other attorneys there who pro-
vided assistance to Mr. Estis.

The Councilman described Mr.
Estis� annual salary as being in the
�middle range� of what is typically
paid to municipal attorneys.

Ms. Wagner�s husband, Daniel
Valentino, questioned the allocation
of $15,000 for grantsman Charles
Nathanson, who was retained by the
borough last fall to investigate finan-
cial resources for which the borough
may be eligible. Mr. Valentino ob-
served that, although Mr. Nathanson
has been paid $2,500 since August,
he has not yet submitted any grants.

Mr. Populus told The Times that
the $15,000 allotment includes
$7,500 for Mr. Nathanson�s salary
and another $7,500 for the applica-
tion procedure. He added that the
veteran grantsman has met with seven
municipal committees to develop a
�wish list� for presentation to the
governing body, adding that the pro-
cess of obtaining grants �does not
happen right away.�

The couple, who took turns com-
ing up to the podium, also objected to
the five minutes allotted per person
for public comment. Mr. Walsh ad-
vised Ms. Wagner and Mr. Valentino
that �everyone must play by the same
rules� regarding the amount of time
they are allowed to give testimony.

The governing body will hold a
special meeting to wrap up business
for the year on Tuesday, December 23.
A presentation is also expected to be
made at that time to Fanwood Police
Chief Anthony J. Parenti, who will
retire from the force on January 1.

Merge of Boards Gets Okay;
New Fire Chief to Take Helm

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board Secretary�s Report for August
and September of this year.

In other business, Dr. Choye con-
firmed that she has received a letter
from the state approving a grant to
the district in the amount of $168,000
to support expansion of its technol-
ogy program.

When asked about the 1998-1999
budget planning process, Dr. Choye
said Mr. Clarke would make his rec-
ommendations to the board regard-

School District Puts Forth
Curriculum for Special Ed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing budget format at tonight�s meet-
ing.

The board has discussed at length
the pros and cons of a program bud-
get (currently in place) versus a line-
item budget.

Board member August Ruggiero
indicated that he will report on the
status of the district�s negotiations
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association at the next
meeting.

Area Residents Are Injured
In Separate Car Collisions

A Scotch Plains woman was in-
jured at 7:51 a.m. Tuesday morning
in a traffic accident at the intersec-
tion of Rahway Avenue and Grove
Street, directly across from Edison
Intermediate School.

Detective Sergeant John Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Department
said Suk Hung, 26, who was driving
a 1993 Saab, failed to heed the stop
sign at Grove Street and traveled
onto Rahway Avenue, where she col-
lided with a 1989 Monte Carlo driven
by Randall Temple, 20, of Colonia.
He was not injured, Sergeant Parizeau
said.

Ms. Hung, who reportedly suffered
neck injuries in the accident, was
transported by the Garwood Rescue
Squad to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, where she was still being treated
Tuesday night, a hospital spokes-
woman confirmed.

She was issued a ticket for driver
inattention to the stop sign, Sergeant
Parizeau said.

In a separate incident, two people

were involved last Friday evening in
a head-on collision which occurred
on Rahway Avenue near Amy Drive
shortly after 5 p.m.

Sergeant Parizeau said the acci-
dent took place when Thomas
Szymborski, 24, of Mountainside,
who was traveling north on Rahway
Avenue in a 1984 Volvo, veered into
the southbound lane and struck a
1989 Ford driven by Jennifer Jerauld,
33, of Clark.

The police report indicated that both
motorists, who reportedly sustained
contusions in the accident, were trans-
ported to Rahway Hospital.

A hospital spokeswoman said Ms.
Jerauld was treated and released, but
had no information that Mr.
Szymborski had been admitted to the
emergency room.

Ms. Jerauld was issued a ticket for
operating an unregistered and unin-
sured vehicle, according to Sergeant
Parizeau, while Mr. Szymborski was
given a ticket for failure to stay within
his traffic lane.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
� Police reported that radios and ciga-

rettes valued at $300 were shoplifted
from a Martine Avenue pharmacy. The
suspect, who exited through a rear door,
was last seen entering a nearby vehicle.

� An aluminum ladder was reported
stolen from alongside a garage on Hunter
Avenue, according to police.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
� Police reported that an adult male

attempted to shoplift cigarettes from a
North Avenue convenience store, and
was stopped by store personnel. A com-
plaint is still pending, authorities said.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

� NJ Transit police charged a 16-year-
old North Plainfield resident with refusal
to pay his train fare and with possession of
suspected marijuana, according to authori-
ties. The youth, who was taken into cus-
tody aboard a train in Fanwood, was sub-
sequently released to his parents.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15
� A man attempted to shoplift wine

from a Terrill Road tavern, according to
police. The suspect was stopped by an
employee of the establishment, who re-
covered the wine, after which the suspect
left the premises. No complaints have
been filed in connection with the inci-
dent, police said.

FRESHMEN
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Christina M. Albizati Catherine T. Mangan
Sarah C. Anderson Shivani M. Parmar
Jennifer L. Bassman Sneha N. Patel
Kathleen D. DeLuca Nina Sado
David Gokhin Jennifer E. Seto
Federico M. Guerrero- Reyes Ilana Weinberg

Alison R. Wilks

FRESHMEN
HONOR ROLL

Michael J. Beckerman Erin F. Kelly
Brittany A. Bellizeare Jessica A. Kenderdine
Kate D. Bereznak Eric S. Konzelman
Katie A. Blom Timothy J. Lee
Christine T. Burdge Sara M. Magnola
Brett S. Bushinger Sheila Y. Marikar
Eryn Bushinger James W. McClintock
Robert J. Cardinale Shannon M. McEneely
Tyeasha L. Carey Matthew J. Metzger
Conrad Cho Kimberly A. Novello
Katherine L. Church Katherine M.
O�Connor
Andrea R. Christiani Christopher T. O�Leary
Lindsey S. Davis Amy Ondeyka
Moira K. Debbie Anne C. Percoco
Jamie S. Dougher Alicia D. Piniat
Jessica L. Ferraro Eric M. Pugia
Abigail W. Franks Ruth E. Rohrer
Damiano Gaetano Melissa Roth
Matthew J. Garibaldi Matthew A.
Schimming
Christoher S. Gawryluk Portia L. Schlegel
Kelly L. Gayara Sunita H. Shah
Douglas W. Gillie Christopher Silva
Najwa A. Glover Annia Spahr
Laura A. Goscicki Jennifer R. Stearns
Elizabeth A. Grausso Elizabeth A. Tumolo
Bianca R. Gray Katherine E. Walker
Gail P. Hannigan Keri M. Wanner
Emma K. Hiatt Erin A. Watson

Alexander M. Zajac

SOPHOMORES
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Lauren S. Akselrod David Loewinger
Sara M. Baer Michael Loewinger
Jessica B. Biegelson Tracy A. MacAlintal
Ankur G. Dalal Matthew G.
McCartney
Marissa L. Eagles Marisa J. Melendez
Diana L. Filo Amy L. Mitchell
Adam J. Fineman Timothy S. Pai
Rebecca J. Garcia Justin T. Ross
Joshua S. Hamerman Sophia Salman
Jay Harris Colleen E. Sellers
Chitra M. Kalyanaraman Debra L. Slaugh
James Kao Valerie E. Termine
Jacqueline A. Klock Alex B. Wasserman
James R. L�Heureux Elizabeth M. Weiler

Jessica Wietsma

SOPHOMORES
HONOR ROLL

Brigitte C. Argueta Tyler A. Locke
Jennifer A. Ascolese Julie A. Lowen
Melissa J. Benski Meghan Mele
Steven D. Berkowitz Allyson B. Novorro
Cara L. Bristol Elazar Y. Nudell
Justin F. Brodersen Sergio J. Pereira
Kimberly A. Buckland Carolyn E. Pilkington
Claire E. Cappio Erin Quale
Katherine M. Carr Dara Reeves
Atina S. Erwin Amanda Rice
Laura N. Faitoute Charles S. Rowe
Rachel Fisher Jaclyn K. Sanders
Evan J. Flath Aneesa R. Sataur
Robert J. Giordano Jennifer S. Savage
Daniel A. Goehry Dana M. Savino
Matthew H. Goldenberg Andrew M. Schwartz
Kristen L. Heath Nicole Senatore
Atul Jain Jane Ann Shih
Nathaniel B. Jones Rebecca A. Silver
Megan F. Kiel Paul A. Sweedlund
Travis Kipping Melissa A. Tourjee
Shawn M. Lafkowitz Jonathan D. Trezoglou

Sarah B. Vilim

JUNIORS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Mena N. Bernaba Mariya Koroleva
Lauren L. Blalock Robert Leichner
Celeste J. Coleman Andrea D. Liss
Nicholas V. Cvetovich Jessica N. Miller
Elise V. Daniledes Matthew Pisane
Steven D. Halas Pedro H. Rocha
Danielle E. Kapner Lauren E. Schwartz
Christopher A. Karelus Alyssa M. Yetka
Gerald P. Kavinski Ruyun-Luc Zhao

Matthew Zullo

JUNIORS
HONOR ROLL

Ashish Advani Kathryn L. Lies
Joana L. Alonzo Caroline M. Mattar
Jennifer A. Blauth Jeannie E. McCoy
Michael P. Bligh Kevin E. McGonigle,
Jr.
Erin A. Brandt Jason T. Meehan
Christine M. Brock Matthew A. Messina
Valerie J. Budzinski Andrea D. Moore
Stacy Bushinger Latasha M. Nehemiah
Allison B. Campell Holly A. Oatis
Bridgette Carter Tamara L. Opila
Jonathan R. Chaplin Erin L. Paruta
Tara L. Chen Scott C. Paterson
Jessica L. Choynake Jennifer D. Perryman
Erin M. DeProspero Niel D. Stender
Jacquelyn A. Dempsey Jennifer L. Stewart
Mary Y. Gabriel Rachel Teutonico
Stacey L. Heppt Susan L. Tiedemann
Kristin M. Hessemer Alexander Valera
Jonathan Hyman Jan M. Weiner
Amanda C. Koscielecki Aaron L. Weinglass
David S. Lasus Dorothy White
Eun Jin Lee Matthew S. Wilks

Lisa Yagi

SENIORS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Agnetha C. Argueta Jeffrey B. Gillie
Jodi Lynn Baker Jennifer Kanarek
Douglas S. Bishop Samantha Kanarek
Jeanette E. Bonner Jason R. Marks
James Canterbury Courtney E. Metzger
Moria C. Cappio Leah E. Saenz Deviter
Joyce W. Chen Anne P. Sargent
Nicole A. Corbin Alice Sergeyeva
Ian R. Doebber Jean Sih
David R. Gewirtz Sheri Weinberg

Normajean Wittig

SENIORS
HONOR ROLL

Joseph V. Badala Dana L. Kudolla
Catherine G. Baker Suzanne A. Lamastra
Elizabeth G. Baker Benjamin M. Lee
Mark D. Barredo Carla Lewandowski
Tenesha N. Bryan Michele Lopez
Andrea M. Busch Joseph Lubrano
Kari N. Calello James T. Luciano
Kristin A. Cameron Arnold MacAlintal
Edward C. Cooney Andrea J. Maggi
Cynthia DeLisi Marisa Mangione
Marcella G. DeRubeis Amy R. Mardyks
Renee C. DeRubeis Jillian Mazzagetti
Daryl P. Eisenbarth Lauren McCourt
Caryn L. Elsie Michael S. Milberger
Dana L. Esposito Thomas S. Pai
Michelle D. Evans Jessica Passucci
Jenny R. Finkel Dhirenkum R. Patel
David N. Frank Vaneisha C. Paynter
Lindsay J. Freeman Martha M. Peralta
Rebecca A. Goski Jessica M. Rodino
Michael C. Grossman Robert G. Roy
Allison Heine Christine J. Silva
Deborah R. Hetzel Michael K. Simberg
Jaimee E. Hills Christian M. Sorge
Micky B. Hingorani Brian P. Spitser
Marc G. Jacobs Edward P. Sweeney
Karl Jennings Jeanette A. Tourjee
Jameelah Johnson Jessica Warchol
Molly R. Johnson Jennifer C. Weiler
Melissa Kenyon Jonathan M. Winkler
Nicole Kreger Allison N. Zatorski

Jessica L. Zentmeyer

Mayor Irene T. Schmidt and Recre-
ation Director Laura Sanson Botto
were appointed for this past year. The
terms are three years long.

John Shippen, a former Scotch
Plains resident, was the first Ameri-
can to compete in a United States
Golf Open tournament at the turn of
the century.

The council agreed to hold an oral
public auction for a 9,000-square-
foot, residential-zoned lot at 2682
Plainfield Avenue, on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 13, at 7 p.m. at the municipal
building. The previous proposal for
the auction, officials noted, indicated
sealed, written bids, with minimum
bids starting at $60,000.

A swearing-in ceremony for next
year�s Scotch Plains Mayor, Joan
Papen, will be held on New Year�s
Day, Thursday, January 1, at 1 p.m.
in the Municipal Building. The town-
ship form of government allows for
the five council members to elect a

Mayor from among themselves for a
one-year term.

Mrs. Papen, the current Deputy
Mayor, was first elected to the coun-
cil in 1982 and will be completing
her fourth term and 16th year of
service in 1998. She has served as
township Mayor three times before,
she said.

Councilwoman Papen said she
wants to �clean up� ordinances and
projects over the coming year.

Mayor Schmidt will continue to
serve on the council next year in her
fourth term as councilwoman.

Animals from Hunterdon Town-
ship will arrive at the crèche on Park
Avenue tomorrow and stay through
Monday, December 29, Mrs. Papen
said.

Since the closing of the Scotch
Plains Zoo earlier this year, it was
unclear whether animals would be
found for the scene, officials indi-
cated.

Sewer Project Hits Snag
As Contractors Face Jail
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different groups: technology, human
factor and business challenges.

The technology group focused on
how technology is used in the global
environment; the human factor group
focused on role playing of different
cultures of the world and included a
panel discussion, while Business
Challenges worked on finance and
marketing.

Throughout the day, all three
groups had hands-on experience us-
ing computers and the Internet.

events in Fanwood, said the funds
would be used to upgrade the audio
system.

Mr. Sommerich also announced
that the Recycling Association
planned to donate a total of $7,500 to
the Department of Public Works for
the purchase of new equipment.

�This shows the benefits of recy-
cling,� Mr. Sommerich commented,
noting that the funds represent
�money which doesn�t have to be
spent by the town.�

During a tense conclusion to the
meeting, the Mayor and council
fielded questions and comments from
a North Martine Avenue couple con-
cerning municipal expenditures and
other matters.

Jennie Wagner asked the govern-
ing body why officials had not con-
tacted a Westfield attorney whose
résumé she had submitted to Mrs.
McGovern on November 13 as a can-
didate for the Borough Attorney�s
position. The post is one of several
mayoral appointments.

Ms. Wagner, who has argued that
the legal fees paid to current Bor-
ough Attorney Dennis Estis are ex-
cessive, said the attorney whom she
recommended has offered to provide
his services for less than Mr. Estis
charges.

Mr. Estis� annual retainer is
$19,309, according to Councilman
Populus, who chairs the Administra-
tion and Finance Committee. The
attorney recommended by Ms.
Wagner had submitted a salary re-
quest of $15,000 per year. Ms. Wagner
complained that, in addition to his
annual salary, Mr. Estis has been
paid thousands of dollars in supple-
mentary legal fees.

Mayor Connelly, who said she is
still reviewing all borough appoint-
ments in preparation for the council�s
reorganizational meeting New Year�s
Day, said the attorney recommended
by Ms. Wagner had never contacted
the borough directly about the posi-
tion. She said it is standard proce-
dure for applicants seeking employ-
ment to contact the municipality
themselves.


