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Susan Noon to Assume
Title of Tax Collector
As Mrs. Jacob Retires

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With a number of changes about to
occur in Westfield government, the
Town Council made the first move
Tuesday night by appointing Susan
Noon as the new Tax Collector, ef-
fective January 1.

She will replace the retiring Violet
Jacob, who has been employed by the
town for 30 years, the past 16 as Tax
Collector. Mrs. Jacob was appointed
Acting Tax Collector in September
of 1981, and was named to the per-
manent position the following Janu-
ary. She has worked for the town
since 1968, when she was named
Deputy Tax Collector.

Mrs. Noon has served the past
nine years as Deputy Tax Collector

Holiday Deadlines  Told
For Upcoming  Issues
Readers preparing press releases

for submission for the New Year�s
Day issue of The Westfield Leader
should make note that all press
releases, pictures and letters to the
editor must be submitted by noon
on Tuesday, December 23, to be
considered for publication in the
Thursday, January 1, issue.

Sports stories must be submitted
by 10 a.m. on Monday, December
29, while obituaries will be ac-
cepted up until 5 p.m. that day.

For added convenience, all copy
may be e-mailed to press@
goleader.com by the above dead-
lines.

Please note that our regular dead-
lines will apply for the issue of
Thursday, January 8, which re-
quests regular copy be submitted
by Friday at 4 p.m.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publi-
cation date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

in the three-person office.
Mrs. Jacob was originally hired in

the tax office when Robert H.
Mulreany was Mayor and Edward
Ehlers was Town Administrator. Mrs.
Jacob assumed the post from Stephen
Bogart, who was Tax Collector for
about 25 years.

In addition to handling collections
estimated at 9,700 taxable proper-
ties in 1996, the office of the Tax
Collector also must keep track of
property liens, bankruptcies and de-
linquencies.

Mrs. Jacob noted that there are
only three bankruptcies currently on
file, for which the town cannot col-
lect outstanding taxes at this time.

The Tax Collector�s office has
undergone a number of changes dur-
ing the past few years � the most
significant being the computeriza-
tion of the office. Previously, all tax
records were posted daily in books.
Also, all tax books used to be printed
in the basement of the Municipal
Building before the county took over
that task.

In 1983, the town collected taxes
in the amount of $25 million. That
number has nearly tripled to $70
million thus far in 1997.

Among the changes has been the
increase in housing stock over the
years, including new developments
and condominiums.

Westfield collects on average over
98.8 percent of property taxes � an
extremely high rate given the size of
the town of around 28,000 residents.
To help ensure a high return rate, the
office sends out reminder notices to
some home owners. This past month,
500 such notices were mailed out.

Every year the town posts a legal
notice in The Westfield Leader, the
legal newspaper of the town, with
the list of delinquent taxes owed by
Westfield property taxpayers.

During her tenure as collector,
Mrs. Jacob only recalls two proper-
ties being sold due to a tax sale.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield School Officials Express Support
For Services of Student Assistance Counselors

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A 90-minute discussion during
Tuesday�s regular public meeting of
the Westfield Board of Education left
little doubt that elementary school
principals, guidance administrators
and many members of the school
board are supportive of the idea of

Student Assistance Counselors
(SACs) at the elementary level.

What remains unclear, however,
is how the district would pay for
elementary SACs, what the scope of
the counselors� responsibilities would
be and how the district would mea-
sure their effectiveness.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.

William J. Foley, said a SAC in the
elementary schools is �significant
for two reasons: the rapid rise in
classification of students, and aca-
demic achievement.

�In carving out this position, we
would need to keep in mind develop-
ing alternative strategies to classify-
ing children (within the special edu-
cation program) and, in dealing with
a child who�s dealing with a crisis,
helping academic achievement,� he
said.

Dr. Foley estimated the cost of
hiring two elementary counselors to
be approximately $100,000. �We
cannot add things to the budget with-
out taking something away,� he said.

Board member Keith Hertell asked
how the counseling sessions would
fit into the school day without too
much disruption of the academic
curriculum.

Sal DeSimone, Principal of
Tamaques Elementary School, said
counselors could use lunch time to
meet with students, then schedule

in-class activities as the year pro-
gressed.

�The program is minimally inva-
sive,� he explained, further describ-
ing the effort as �a give and take with
the classroom teacher.� He empha-
sized that counseling support is some-
thing elementary teachers requested.

Under the direction of Cas Jakubik,
Director of guidance services, an in-
ternship program was established to
provide student assistance on a part-
time basis.

Franklin Elementary School Prin-
cipal, Dr. Peggy Dolan, said one
downside to the part-time position is
the counselor�s inability to follow up
on the child and family. She and Mr.
DeSimone agreed that while teach-
ers and staff want to help, they, too,
have time only �to put out the fire,�
not to monitor the situation.

Board Vice President Darielle M.
Walsh asked, �How is the counseling
program received by parents? Are

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

RAYMOND DeROSA EXPANDING BUSINESS TO THIRD LOCATION

J&M Cafe to Fill Void by Offering Mid-Range
Priced Meals for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS�A youngster gets a leg up on the new year while
trying out Rocky Mountain Wall Climbing during last year�s debut �First
Night, Westfield� celebration. The bash, featuring activities and entertainment
for all ages, will be held again this New Year�s Eve, Wednesday, December 31,
at various locations around Westfield. Admission buttons are $8 through
Wednesday, December 24, and $10 afterward. Children age 3 and under are
admitted free.

GETTING A WHIRL�This adventurous child took a ride on the �Human
Gyroscope� during last year�s �First Night, Westfield� celebration. The
festivities will be held again on Wednesday, December 31, at various venues in
town. The celebration will kick off with PSE&G children�s programs from 3
to 5 p.m., followed by a procession beginning at 6:20 p.m., and indoor events
held from 7 p.m. to midnight. At 12 p.m., a grand finale will welcome in 1998.

By SUSAN DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

When asked what sort of sales
promotion campaign is in place to
launch the opening of the J&M Cafe,
owner Raymond DeRosa replies, with
modest confidence, �All we really
need to do is open the door.�

Such is the reputation of J&M,
which has expanded from its original
market at 856 Mountain Avenue,
Mountainside to include delicates-
sen and catering services at 407 South
Avenue, Westfield; and later this
month, dining, catering and deli ser-
vice in the café.

The new J&M Cafe is located ad-
jacent to the Westfield train station at
251 North Avenue, in the space that
Homeward Bounty used to call home.

�The café will fill a need in West-
field,� Mr. DeRosa explains, �for a
valued, mid-range breakfast, lunch
or dinner. Not a diner, and not a
white tablecloth restaurant.�

�During the first few months, we�ll
look to customers to dictate what
they expect from us,� he adds.

The café will offer something for
everyone, including waitress or self-
service at each of its nine tables (ca-
pable of seating 32 people), a com-
plete deli with two sizes of sand-
wiches and a variety of prepared,
take-home dishes.

FINISHING TOUCHES�are being put on the new J&M Cafe, located at 251
North Avenue, due to open within the next two weeks. Pictured, left to right, are:
owner Raymond DeRosa with chefs Greg Godfrey, Michael Glasco and Jay
Loescher.

J&M�s specials include tuna, honey
mustard chicken, penne pasta with
sun-dried tomato salad and Caesar
salad. Entrées such as chicken
Francaise or grilled salmon with
Dijon crust, plus side dishes like
white and sweet potatoes au gratin
and grilled vegetables will be served.

�All served,� Mr. DeRosa adds
quickly, �with the appropriate sauce,
which is very important.�

He is proud of the fact that J&M
makes all its own bases for soups and
sauces, and does not rely on com-
mercial preparations.

�As a family, we�ve prided our-
selves on the quality of our product
and service,� he says. �Here, quality
is the same, whether it�s a retail sale
(over the counter) or a catering event.
That�s the basis for everything I�ve
done.�

Sharing a little family business
history, Mr. DeRosa explains that
J&M stands for John and Mabel, the
market�s original proprietors. They
were no relation to his parents, who
purchased the Mountainside market
in 1969. The senior DeRosa, a
butcher, re-mortgaged the family�s
home to buy the store, and his mother
worked as cashier.

In 1987, Ray and his brother pur-
chased their parents� interest in the
market. In 1992, Ray, also a butcher

by trade, bought out his brother. He
launched J&M�s catering service that
same year.

Since then, J&M catering has suc-
ceeded in doubling its productivity
on an annual basis. As he put it, if the
company handled five weddings dur-
ing 1997, it will likely cater 10 wed-
dings during the year ahead.

J&M�s private catering services go
well beyond food preparation to full-
service party planning. This includes
rental of whatever is needed by a
client to make the event a success.

Mr. DeRosa and his Executive Chef,
Jay Loescher, handle the sales end of
the catering business, personally
meeting with clients to plan every
event.

While J&M is happy to meet with
clients at their homes, they look for-
ward to having the option of inviting
customers into their new sales office
once the café is open for business.

Ray�s wife, Lee Sayre DeRosa,
coordinates many of the catering

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

NOMINEE FAILS TO GAIN GOP NOD

Mayor�s Selection
For Judge Defeated
In Party Line Vote

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what has been, at times, a turbu-
lent year for Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, his selection of Jeffrey M.
Gechtman to fill the unexpired term
of Marion S. Mogielnicki as Munici-
pal Judge ended in a 4-4 tie Tuesday
night, thus defeating the nomina-
tion.

Mr. Gechtman, currently serving
as the main substitute Judge on the
Westfield Municipal Court, was offi-
cially put before the council as the
nominee by Mayor Jardim at last
week�s conference meeting. Mr.
Gechtman was one of four candi-
dates interviewed for the position by
a bipartisan selection committee.

Also interviewed was current Mu-
nicipal Prosecutor Rafael J.
Betancourt, Public Defender Michael
Diamond and former town Judge
Edward J. Hobbie.

A fifth candidate, William L.
Brennan of Birch Avenue, decided to
drop out of the running and, thus,
never interviewed for the position.

A former First Ward council can-
didate on the Democratic line in 1984,
Mr. Brennan has been working be-
hind the scenes as an assistant to the
Mayor on a number of projects in-
cluding handling the large volume of
résumés for paid and unpaid posi-
tions to town boards, commissions
and official jobs.

Mr. Brennan, speaking before the
council, said the outcome of the vote
on the nomination would �speak vol-
umes� of the future of the town. He
said Mr. Gechtman, an attorney in
Union and a resident of Fanwood,
was �clearly qualified� to serve as
Judge.

He accused First Ward Council-
woman Gail S. Vernick, his oppo-
nent in 1994 and who was not in
attendance Tuesday night, of bring-
ing two residents before the council
in October � before the interview
process had begun � to push for Mr.
Hobbie�s return to the bench, where
he had served for 12 years.

�It is not your (the council�s)
appointment...It�s a Mayoral appoint-
ment with the advice and consent of
the council,� he said.

In challenging the Republicans,
he said, �I think you owe it to the
taxpayers of this town to let us know
why you are voting against Judge
Gechtman because none of you can
argue with his qualifications.�

He said if Mayor Jardim wanted to
make the appointment of Judge a

partisan issue, �he would have put
me in. Who did he nominate for
judge? He nominates a Republican.�

Mayor David P. Wright of
Winfield, where Mr. Gechtman has
served as Municipal Judge since
1994, said he does not believe poli-
tics belong in the judiciary. He noted
that Mr. Gechtman, a Republican,
was originally named Judge by a
Republican majority in Winfield and
has since been renominated by Demo-
crats who now have control on the
Township Committee.

He noted that Mr. Gechtman
helped eliminate a running deficit in
the Winfield court system.

First Ward Councilman Norman
N. Greco said the appointment of
Judge became political last year when
Mayor Jardim decided not to put Mr.
Hobbie up for reappointment.

Republican Second Ward Coun-
cilman Matthew P. Albano, a mem-
ber of the committee, called Mr.
Hobbie �head and shoulders� above
the other candidates. He said he be-
lieves a person who lives or works in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Residents Rip
Housing Plan

For Myrtle Ave.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A number of residents came before
the council Tuesday night with re-
gard to a proposed high-density hous-
ing development, including Mount
Laurel low-to-moderate income
housing units, on vacant, town-
owned land adjacent to Grandview
Avenue, Myrtle Avenue and Grove
Street.

Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt
explained that the development is
part of an agreement reached by the
town in a settlement of a lawsuit
brought by a developer against the
municipality six years ago.

The Grandview area was chosen
by a court-appointed housing expert,
as agreed to by the Superior Court of
New Jersey, as a site for low-to-
moderate income housing.

Herb Kessler, speaking on behalf
of his wife, Jane, co-owner of the
Westfield Indoor Tennis Club, ex-
plained that vacating Grandview
would have a negative impact on the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Susan Noon to Assume Title
Of Westfield Tax Collector

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Mrs. Jacob emphasized that every
attempt is made by the town to con-
tact a property owner before their
name is published for overdue taxes.

Mrs. Noon said there are currently
only about 15 properties with liens
on them, many of which have existed
for some time. Only a few liens are
added each year.

With the change in mortgage com-
panies concerning estates, the Tax
Collector�s office must try to track
down the current owner of a property
in order to collect back taxes. With
the current mergers in the banking
industry, that seems to be a never-
ending situation these days.

�There are just a lot of problems
with bank changes,� explained Mrs.
Jacob. �There are hundreds and hun-
dreds of changes every year.�

The Tax Collector�s office sends
out the annual billing. Payments are
made on a quarterly basis beginning
on August 1, with other payments
due November 1, February 1 and
April 1.

Over the years Mrs. Jacob has
dealt a great deal with the offices of
the Tax Assessor and Town Trea-
surer. The treasurer invests moneys
collected in taxes in addition to pay-
ing bills as authorized by the Town
Council.

�We work at it (collecting taxes),�
she noted. �We really work at bring-
ing the money in.�

The tax bill includes that owed to
the town, school system and county
government. The Town Treasurer is
authorized to make payments to the
county and school board.

In 1996, the Tax Collector took in
$68,884,399 of which $43,569,693
was paid to the school system and
$10,036,415 was paid to the county
treasurer, according to the 1996 an-
nual Town Report.

Mrs. Noon, a resident of Cranford,
was raised in Westfield � graduat-
ing from Westfield High School in
1980.

Appointed nine years ago by former
Mayor Bud Boothe, Mrs. Noon re-
cently completed her certification as
a municipal tax collector.

Although she noted the importance
of the very detailed tax collector�s
examination, Mrs. Noon cited the on-
the-job learning experience she has
received from Mrs. Jacob.

In addition to the examination, tax
collectors must attend seminars for
recertification every two years.

Mrs. Noon said she is looking for-
ward to her new role, noting that she
has enjoyed dealing with residents
over the years.

Her appointment became official
Tuesday night when the council au-
thorized the change in tax collectors.

Mrs. Noon will receive a salary of
$50,000 for a four-year term com-
mencing January 1.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

they willing to participate?�
Dr. Dolan said parents availed them-

selves of the counseling services.
�There are instances where parents
prefer to bring a problem directly to a
counselor,� she explained, rather than
going to the school principal.

The �anxiety level� at Jefferson El-
ementary School has increased, said
Principal Jorden Schiff, since the de-
parture of his counseling intern.

�Parents have asked me, �Who will
work with me?� �How do I reinforce
strategies?�� he said. �Who will fill the
void?�

Principal DeSimone said a benefit
to hiring a full-time counselor is �the
degree of comfort that comes (to stu-
dents and parents) with time; the con-
sistency.�

Intermediate-level Student Assis-
tance Counselor Marie Koch defined
the �right� person for the elementary-
level SAC job. She said, �(In addition
to) solid skills as a counselor, the per-
son must have an elementary back-
ground, (serve) as a resource person
for the staff and administration and be
a sounding board and resource person
for parents.�

Westfield resident Joanne Spira, a
school social worker and mother of a
Kindergarten student, is a former el-
ementary school counselor. �It is re-
ally important to get a good counse-
lor,� she said. �I have seen the impact
on classification.�

Penny Steinbrecher, a parent mem-
ber of the special education commit-
tee, urged the board to strike a �bal-
ance� between strengthening academ-
ics in Westfield�s schools and offering
counseling support.

�If school is a successful experience
for a student,� she said, �emotional
baggage will be reduced.�

During the meeting, the board ap-
proved on second and final reading the
1998-1999 school year calendar, which
calls for the upcoming school year to
begin on Wednesday, September 2,
1998, (during the week before Labor
Day) and conclude on Monday, June
21, 1999.

While Mr. Hertell acknowledged
receipt of a resident�s letter opposing
the calendar, fellow board member
Ginger Hardwick said, �We heard a
very strong sentiment from parents
and staff to approve the calendar as
soon as possible� to give the commu-
nity as much advance notice as pos-
sible.

In other business, board member
and Long-Range Planning Chair-
woman Annmarie Puleio reported that
a rough draft of a strategic plan emerged
from the December 5-7 meeting of the
district�s 36-member Strategic Plan-
ning Council at Lucent Technologies.

The next meeting is scheduled for
Monday, January 5, in the Westfield
High School library. At that time, coun-
cil members hope to refine the mission
statement, goals and strategies they

Officials Express Support
For Assistance Counselors

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

have set for the school district.
Dr. Foley said he plans to put the

strategic plan up on a website for the
public to review and comment on. He
encouraged board members who have
not taken part in the strategic planning
process to join the soon-to-be-formed
action committees.

Anyone interested in sitting on an
action committee should contact Lorre
Korecky, Coordinator of school/com-
munity relations, at (908) 789-4463.

In another matter, Policy Chair-
woman Arlene Gardner reported on
her committee�s December 3 meeting
with the Concerned African Ameri-
can Parents (CAAP) group regarding
the district�s desegregation policy.

�It was a frank, but friendly dia-
logue,� she said. �The issues came out
and there was a great deal of listen-
ing.�

During the meeting, the board agreed
to host a workshop to help parents
better understand the district�s classifi-
cation process, and to mail a question-
naire (which may be returned anony-
mously) to all parents affected by de-
segregation. The questionnaire will be
mailed in January.

�There is not a one-way solution to
this,� said the Superintendent. �We
will have to build in choices.�

CAAP member Beverly Grant asked
the board to remember that �the de-
segregation policy is the issue. It is a
moral issue.

�Is this policy fair to all the children
of Westfield and to the children being
bused?� she asked.

In a final matter, parent Jane Yang
asked for the board�s help in trans-
porting 11 students, including her
daughter, to the New Jersey Region II
Orchestra rehearsals on Fridays from
4 to 9 p.m. Calling it a �personal
hardship� because she would need to
leave work at 2 p.m. to get her child to
the rehearsal, Ms. Yang asked if trans-
portation is available.

Ms. Yang�s comments were pre-
ceded by a letter to Dr. Foley (a copy
of which was forwarded to The West-
field Leader) from parent Helen Yu
regarding the �second-class status�
accorded to Westfield�s student musi-
cians. In her letter, Ms. Yu said,
�Whereas transportation to games and
meets...is routinely provided school
athletes, no such simple amenity is
granted student musicians.�

At the board meeting, Dr. Foley
explained that, while the district has
traditionally provided transportation
for �all-state� competitions, it did not
budget for the regional contest. He
offered to use the district office to
investigate the possibility of hiring
transportation and at what cost to par-
ents. He also suggested Ms. Yang look
into a carpool.

Mr. Hertell suggested Westfield
parents �piggyback� with other dis-
tricts to transport students to their
rehearsals.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
� A Livingston Street woman reported

that several long, deep scratches were made
along the length of the passenger side of her
1995 Chevrolet, authorities said.

� A bicycle was reported stolen from
in front of a house on Livingston Street,
according to police.

� A South Chestnut Street resident
reported the theft of a bicycle from North
Avenue, West.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
� A Summit Avenue resident reported

that his motor vehicle was burglarized by
an unknown person while it was parked
in front of his house. Two shirts, valued
at $20, and personal papers were re-
moved from the vehicle, according to
police.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
� Cornelius Quirk, Jr., 50, of West-

field, was arrested on East Broad Street
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated and with refusal to take a

WESTFIELD FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8
Ten hundred block of Lawrence

Avenue � arcing wall switch.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
Six hundred block of Boulevard �

good intent call.
Five hundred block of Sherwood

Parkway � transformer explosion.
Four hundred block of Topping Hill

Road � carbon monoxide detector activa-
tion.

One hundred block of
Cowperthwaite Place � smoke, odor re-
moval.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
Two hundred block of Clark Street

� unintentional alarm.
Three hundred block of Clark Street

� system malfunction.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11
One hundred block of Elmer Street

� system malfunction.
Thirteen hundred block of Pine

Grove Avenue � carbon monoxide de-
tector activation.

Eleven hundred block of Wychwood
Road � smoke odor investigation.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
Five hundred block of Springfield

Avenue � automobile accident/extrication.
Eight hundred block of Sherbrook

Drive � good intent call.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
Nine hundred block of Wyandotte

Terrace � carbon monoxide detector ac-
tivation.

One hundred block of Ludlow Place
� excessive heat.

Area Residents Are Injured
In Separate Car Collisions

A Scotch Plains woman was in-
jured at 7:51 a.m. Tuesday morning
in a traffic accident at the intersec-
tion of Rahway Avenue and Grove
Street, directly across from Edison
Intermediate School.

Detective Sergeant John Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Department
said Suk Hung, 26, who was driving
a 1993 Saab, failed to heed the stop
sign at Grove Street and traveled
onto Rahway Avenue, where she col-
lided with a 1989 Monte Carlo driven
by Randall Temple, 20, of Colonia.
He was not injured, Sergeant Parizeau
said.

Ms. Hung, who reportedly suffered
neck injuries in the accident, was
transported by the Garwood Rescue
Squad to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, where she was still being treated
Tuesday night, a hospital spokes-
woman confirmed.

She was issued a ticket for driver
inattention to the stop sign, Sergeant
Parizeau said.

In a separate incident, two people

were involved last Friday evening in
a head-on collision which occurred
on Rahway Avenue near Amy Drive
shortly after 5 p.m.

Sergeant Parizeau said the acci-
dent took place when Thomas
Szymborski, 24, of Mountainside,
who was traveling north on Rahway
Avenue in a 1984 Volvo, veered into
the southbound lane and struck a
1989 Ford driven by Jennifer Jerauld,
33, of Clark.

The police report indicated that
both motorists, who reportedly sus-
tained contusions in the accident, were
transported to Rahway Hospital.

A hospital spokeswoman said Ms.
Jerauld was treated and released, but
had no information that Mr.
Szymborski had been admitted to the
emergency room.

Ms. Jerauld was issued a ticket for
operating an unregistered and unin-
sured vehicle, according to Sergeant
Parizeau, while Mr. Szymborski was
given a ticket for failure to stay within
his traffic lane.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

BATTLING THE BLAZE�After-school traffic was interrupted in the vicin-
ity of McKinley Elementary School in Westfield on Tuesday, as firefighters
worked to extinguish a blaze that erupted at a residence on First Street. Police
and emergency units responded as well, and road traffic was detoured. The
source of the blaze, which caused extensive damage to the basement and upper
floors of the home, is still under investigation. The fire was brought under
control by 5 p.m. and no injuries were reported, according to the Westfield Fire
Department.

details, such as setting up and breaking
down the party, mapping out color
schemes and arranging for rentals of
glasses, china and silverware.

Over the past few years, the South
Avenue store has served as a commissary
for itself and the Mountainside store.
Now that the café will assume the role of
commissary for three locations, Mr. De
Rosa dreams of refitting the Westfield
store with a pastry chef and kitchen.

As he oversees the multitude of details
that demand his attention during the last
two weeks before opening the café, he

J&M Expanding to Include
Cafe for Sit-Down Service
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acknowledges that the project could not
have happened without the support of his
landlord, Vestal Management and, more
specifically, Anne Estabrook and Bill Klein.

�The Town of Westfield has been very
cooperative,� he adds.

What does Ray DeRosa like best about
his business?

�Closure,� he says, �when the party�s
over and everyone is happy.�

There is something else that means a
lot to him. Name recognition. For it is the
name, he believes, that will open the
door of J&M Cafe to future success.

town �has a different feeling about
the town� than someone who does
not.

He said �consent� of council is
needed, noting that �it is very impor-
tant not only that the Mayor does the
right thing but that we as a govern-
ing body appear to do the right thing.�

Democratic Third Ward Council-
man John J. Walsh, a member of the
committee, referring to the Town
Charter, said that it is his opinion the
council should confirm a mayoral
nomination if the candidate is deter-
mined to be qualified for the posi-
tion.

Fourth Ward Councilman Donnell
Carr believed both candidates are
qualified and said that the Mayor
should make the choice on Judge,
adding that he would have supported
Mr. Hobbie had Mayor Jardim nomi-
nated him instead.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, a Democrat,
said the only matter that is relevant is
whether Mr. Gechtman is qualified
to serve as Judge.

Given the �stability� of the court
right now with Mr. Gechtman serv-
ing in an acting judge capacity fol-
lowing the second change in judges
in eight months, Mr. Goldman said
he saw no reason to �rock the boat
again� by changing judges at this
time.

Republican Third Ward Council-
man Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., likened the
Mayor�s action last week to that of
the former Eveready battery com-
mercial, with the Mayor, instead of
actor Robert Conrad, daring the coun-
cil to �knock� the nomination, in-
stead of the battery, off his shoulder.

Describing  the nominee�s résumé
as a �foot long,� Mayor Jardim de-
fended his nominee by saying that
Mr. Gechtman has served as a substi-
tute Judge in Westfield the last 14
years.

�What struck me about Jeff
Gechtman was his eagerness that he
displayed for the job. It was truly
inspiring,� Mayor Jardim stated.

The Mayor said Mr. Gechtman
would continue to be �tough but fair�
as a judge while making sure defen-
dants do not have to reappear before
him.

Noting that Mr. Gechtman has �no
ties to either political party� in West-
field, he asked the Republicans �to
join me in bringing consensus� on
the appointment.

In another vote along party lines,
the council voted to reappoint Louis
E. Lefevre of Bollinger Fowler as its
risk management consultant to rep-
resent the town�s insurance interests
on the Suburban Municipal Joint
Insurance Fund, of which Westfield
is a member.

The four Democrats on the coun-
cil, although miffed that the resolu-

tion had not been put on the agenda
until the last minute, voted in favor
of Mr. Lefevre. Three of the four
Republicans voted against the ap-
pointment, saying they wanted more
time to review other options before
making a decision.

Former Councilman Anthony M.
LaPorta of North Chestnut Street
said he believed Town Administra-
tor Edward A. Gottko may have been
encouraged by some council mem-
bers to hold up the nomination until
January, when Republicans will have
a 6-3 majority.

Mr. Gottko quickly responded that
no council members had contacted
him in this regard. He said he de-
layed putting the nomination on the
agenda after receiving information
from insurance agents who indicated
some council members were consid-
ering changing agents.

Mr. LaPorta served on the Citi-
zens Insurance Review Committee
created by former Mayor Richard H.
Bagger, now an Assemblyman rep-
resenting the 22nd District, in 1991.
He said politics should be kept out of
the appointment process for insur-
ance agents.

He indicated that in 1991, the last
time the issue became political,
Amalgamated General Agencies
(AGA), an insurance firm owned by
former Mayor Ronald J. Frigerio,
was the main opposition in trying to
get the contract.

Mr. LaPorta urged the council not
to make the issue a �political foot-
ball� again by changing agents.

Councilman Albano said the coun-
cil has an obligation to assure resi-
dents that all alternatives were con-
sidered before voting on an insur-
ance agent.

Councilman Goldman and Mayor
Jardim, both of whom indicated re-
ceiving calls from agents, said they
sent all inquiries to Mr. Gottko�s
office.

Bollinger Fowler has represented
the town for over 50 years.

Councilman Greco abstained from
voting, citing a possible conflict of
interest. His abstention, thus, en-
abled the resolution to pass.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilmen Greco and Carr were cited by
their council colleagues for their time
on the council. Mr. Greco has served
the past six years, while Mr. Carr
replaced James Hely earlier this year.
Both were presented with framed
resolutions from the council and a
gift presented by Mayor Jardim.

They will be replaced by Gregory
S. McDermott and Janis Fried
Weinstein in January.

Mr. Greco announced that he will
run for Mayor in 1998. He noted that
he lost by just 1 percent of the vote to
Mayor Jardim in his last attempt in
1996.

Mayor�s Nomination Fails
In Town Council Vote
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breathalyzer test, according to police.
He was released on $650 bail.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
� A resident of South Avenue, East,

reported that someone burglarized his
apartment and stole a videocassette re-
corder and two videocassettes, accord-
ing to police.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15
� Three men reported that they were

assaulted following a motor vehicle inci-
dent which occurred in the 500 block of
Springfield Avenue, according to police.

One of the men, a resident of Summit,
told police that the other two men, both
residents of Cranford, had assaulted him.
The Cranford men stated that they were
assaulted by the Summit man. No charges
were filed in connection with the inci-
dent, police said.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16
� A Greenbrook woman reported that

her wallet was stolen on Central Av-
enue, authorities said.

tennis club. He said the entrance is
on Grandview, where parents can
drive up and drop their kids off di-
rectly in front of the club.

He said the proposed change would
force the club to make significant
changes, including a new entrance
on the Grove Street side, a major
thoroughfare.

Many of the dozen or so persons
who spoke said any more develop-
ment in the area - and the Grandview
vacation � will cause an increase in
traffic on side streets, including
Myrtle, where a number of young-
sters play.

It was also noted by residents that
the development would probably add
another 100 people to the area �
including more than 40 children �
putting an even greater burden on
the Jefferson Elementary School,
which just this year had an addition
constructed to handle an increase in
student population on the south side
of town.

Preston Smith, a resident of Myrtle
Avenue since 1934, said the pro-
posed changes would create more
traffic on his street, where many kids
live and play, including his grand-
son.

In describing the condition of
Myrtle, resident Frank Todisco said
the street is a �pot hole heaven�
which will only worsen with more
traffic.

Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh, Chairman of the Public
Works/Solid Waste Committee, said
improvements should be included in
next year�s budget for the street.

Another resident suggested that
the town rehabilitate existing hous-
ing in the area to meet the town�s
Mount Laurel obligation as defined
by the state Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH).

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said
Second Ward Councilman Matthew
P. Albano, Chairman of the Building
and Town Property Committee, has
agreed to hold a hearing � either at
the Municipal Building or out in the
community � to seek further input
from residents.

Mayor Jardim said residents will
notified by letter of the meeting.

Residents Oppose Plan
For Housing on Grandview
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