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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4
p.m. on the Friday prior to publi-
cation. The Leader’s e-mail ad-
dress is goleader@aol.com. The
fax number is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off
at our office located at 50 Elm
Street or through out mail slot. To
ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we en-
courage e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publi-
cation date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone number
where the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publi-
cation of submittals may be de-
layed due to space considerations.
All submittals are subject to being
cut due to length, edited for style
and clarification at the discreation
of the editor.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

ANN TAYLOR TO OCCUPY TWO OF THREE STOREFRONTS

Planning Board Grants Builder OK
On Renovations to Broad Buildings

By JASMINE VASAVADA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At its Monday meeting, the West-
field Planning Board unanimously
approved a proposal to renovate two

buildings in the heart of the down-
town commercial district.

Ward and O’Donnell Construc-
tion Company obtained preliminary
and final major site plan approval for
proposed additions and alterations
to the property on 159-169 East Broad
Street.

This property is located at the
intersection of Elm and East Broad
Streets, between the former
Woolworth building and the Fleet
Bank. In approving James Ward’s
proposal for renovating the build-
ings, the board granted variances for
a rear-yard setback violation and a
parking deficiency.

Mr. Ward, a resident of Cranford,
testified that the buildings are in
very poor condition, with two vacant
stores and three vacant apartments.

“I’ve been in the business 15 years
and this is the worst I’ve seen,” he
said.

Mr. Ward said he intends to com-
pletely gut the buildings, installing
new air conditioning, electricity,
plumbing, facades...“frankly, every
surface.”

He believes Westfield downtown
is worth investing in. The Ward and
O’Donnell Construction company,
which owns 35 apartment buildings
in the area, has overseen projects
ranging from the Fanwood Train Sta-
tion to the clock tower of Jonathan
Dayton High School in Springfield.

The East Broad Street buildings
house seven apartments on the sec-
ond and third floors, and four store
spaces at ground level. At present,
one must walk through the bedrooms
to get to the kitchen and common
areas in the old-fashioned, railroad
flats.

Thus renovation of the apartments
will necessitate a complete redesign
of the everything from the floor plan
and kitchens to windows.

In addition, Mr. Ward proposed to
combine two of the stores to form a
larger retail space for an Ann Taylor
retail store. The two storefronts to be
combined were previously occupied
by Milady’s Shop and Epstein’s
Bootery. Epstein’s closed just re-
cently, while Milady’s shut down a
few years ago.

The other current tenant, Classic
Thyme, will also remain. No tenant
has been identified yet for the third
store.

The board granted a variance for
the rear-yard setback violation of the
proposed plan. Barbara Vincentsen,
the architect who developed the plans
for Mr. Ward, explained that in ex-
panding the apartments further into
the rear yard, she sought a 29-foot

setback, six feet short of the 35-foot
requirement.

Mr. Ward’s attorney, Marc Brown,
argued that the six-foot difference
stems largely from the encroach-
ment of a proposed wrought iron
balcony, which is a desirable aes-
thetic and practical improvement on
the current rear yard.

Timothy Harrington, who works
on Elm Street, agreed.

“I’m particularly pleased with the
rear, which is often ignored. Resi-
dents park in municipal parking lots
and see the rears (of the buildings),”
he told the board.

Board member Anthony M.
Laporta elaborated, asserting that,
from behind, many downtown build-
ings have fallen into a state of disre-
pair, looking less like Westfield than
“like tenements of turn-of-the-cen-
tury New York City.”

Bomb Threat at High School
Determined as Unfounded

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Authorities responded to a second
bomb scare Tuesday afternoon, this
time at Westfield High School on
Dorian Road, after the threat was
reported to police headquarters just
before 1 p.m.

The incident, which turned out to
be unfounded, followed on the heels
of a threat received October 28 at the
Westfield Center, Genesis ElderCare
Network, a convalescent facility on
Lamberts Mill Road.

Students and staff, as well as poll
workers and voters who came to cast
their General Election ballots in the
school’s lobby, were evacuated from
the building while a search was con-
ducted by members of the Westfield
Police and Fire Departments. No
explosive was found.

Detective Sergeant John Parizeau
of the Westfield Police Department
confirmed that a male caller relayed
the threat to a telephone operator,
who then called police headquar-
ters. Police and fire officials reported
to the school, and the building was
evacuated as a precaution.

Authorities determined the call
was placed from a pay telephone
within the high school, but had no
further clues as to the caller’s iden-
tity.

Westfield High School has an en-
rollment of 1,262 students and 200

staff members, according to Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley, Superintendent of
Schools.

He said that once authorities in-
formed school officials of the bomb
threat, everyone was evacuated in
the same manner that monthly fire
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GREGORY S. McDERMOTT GAINS SEAT; COUNCILMAN NEIL F . SULLIVAN, JR. REELECTED

Republicans Sweep Democrats to Increase Majority to 6-3; GOP
Picks Up Seat in 4th Ward as Mrs. Weinstein Defeats Mr. Carr

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Facing the possibility of losing
control for the first time in the his-
tory of the town, Republicans re-
bounded from the stunning defeat
last year by sweeping the three con-
tested races Tuesday to increase their
majority to 6-3 on the governing
body.

The Republicans went into last
year’s election with an 8-1 majority
but ended up losing the Mayor’s
office, as well as two council seats.
That gave the Democrats four votes
on the nine-member governing body
— the most they have ever held. An
additional seat would have given
Democrats the majority.

Fifty-nine percent of Westfield’s
19,286 registered voters, or 11,453
persons, participated in the election.

Republican newcomer Gregory S.
McDermott won by a comfortable
margin of 461 votes, 1,679 to 1,218,
over Democrat Marc A. McCabe to
capture the First Ward seat of Re-
publican Councilman Norman N.
Greco.

Mr. Greco, last year’s Republican
Mayoral candidate, did not seek re-
election to a third term. Council
terms run for two years in Westfield.

In the Third Ward, incumbent Neil
F. Sullivan, Jr., held off a challenge,
1,367 to 1,251, from Democrat Ken-
neth Rotter, an attorney, to gain a
second term. Councilman Sullivan
was unopposed in 1995.

Meanwhile, Republican chal-
lenger Janis Fried Weinstein, an of-
fice manager with a law firm and
who lost by just 15 votes to incum-
bent Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman last year, unseated incum-
bent Donnell Carr in the Fourth Ward
by 41 tallies, 1,454 to 1,413.

Although unopposed, Second
Ward Republican incumbent Coun-
cilman Matthew P. Albano received
1,803 tallies in his reelection bid.

Mrs. Weinstein, the daughter of

former Union County Freeholder and
Town Councilman Arthur C. Fried,
said she believes having Governor
Christine Todd Whitman atop the
Republican ticket helped local GOP
candidates in Westfield.

Governor Whitman, who was re-
elected in an extremely tight race
over State Senator and Woodbridge
Mayor James E. McGreevey, won
Westfield by a margin of some 3,500
tallies.

She said her campaign was more
issue oriented this year, including
her proposal to put pay telephones in
town parks, resurfacing baseball
fields at Gumbert Park, as well as
working to ban late night train
whistles near Rahway Avenue.

“I could not have done it without
Neil. He was a great, great asset and
a good team member,” said Mrs.
Weinstein.

She emphasized that she will be
available to all constituents in her
ward on matters of concern to them.
Mrs. Weinstein said she is “more
concerned about getting things done
on the council and making Westfield
a better place to live.”

Among other issues important to
her are public safety and speeding on
local streets.

Up until Mrs. Weinstein’s victory,
Democrats had held the seat on the
council since the mid-1980s. After
11 plus years on the council, former
Councilman James Hely resigned in
February and was replaced by Mr.
Carr.

On the issues of gridlock raised by
the Democrats during the campaign,
Councilwoman-elect Weinstein said
the addition of Councilman-elect
McDermott will add “new blood” to
the council.

Councilwoman-elect Weinstein
said Mr. Carr “ran a tremendous
race. I can’t say enough good things
about him. He really is a good guy.”

In terms of the Republican slate,
Mrs. Weinstein said, “It really was a

team effort this year. We all worked
together.”

Councilman Sullivan said although
he expected to win, he believed the

margin of victory would be no more
than 100 votes.

“I felt we (the Republicans) put
forth a positive agenda. I think we
spoke in real specifics and I think we
brought forth a team that has the
right mix of experience, enthusiasm
and new ideas that obviously the
people of Westfield chose for the
coming year,” he stated.

Councilman Sullivan said it is very
important that the council pass a
shade tree ordinance this year to end
the clear cutting of trees for new

homes, and an ordinance to address
the construction of cellular towers in
town.

He also said the council needs to

continue its work on updating
Westfield’s zoning ordinance. He
also wants to “act with a sense of
urgency” on pedestrian crossings in

the downtown.
In terms of the election, he said of

working with Democrats on the coun-
cil that, “We should be R’s and D’s
for just one day a year and W’s all
other days.”

He said he enjoyed meeting resi-
dents during the door-to-door cam-
paign, noting that, “This is a com-
munity. These people (the elector-
ate) are our neighbors; these are
friends. This isn’t about negative
personal attacks.”

Mr. Rotter said the Democrats
came within 160 or so votes of tak-
ing the Third and Fourth Wards —
contested races which indicates at
least some dissatisfaction among
voters. He noted his loss by less than
120 votes was in a ward where Re-
publicans outnumber Democrats by
500 persons.

He congratulated Councilman
Sullivan on his campaign, noting
that his opponent “ran a great cam-
paign.”

Commenting on his victory, Mr.
McDermott said it was “just a great
feeling” to win an election on his
first time out.

“I think it’s kind of neat that we
got all four spots,” he explained. “I
think with the four candidates, along
with the people that are on the coun-
cil right now, there is a lot of energy.

“I think we (the Republican slate)
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
VERY UNUSUAL TREE ALTERATION…This huge limb was torn off by the driver of this big semi, as he trucked down
East Broad Street across from The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on the morning of October 28.

Local Towns Gather to Hear More Information
Regarding Proposed Lease of Incinerator

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Representatives of seven Union
County municipalities gathered last
week to wrestle with a decision over
the Union County Resource Recov-
ery Facility — otherwise known as
the incinerator — and $35 million
worth of county-backed bonds on
the facility.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) has told the seven
towns that do not regulate where

their garbage is dumped, that they
will have to share in paying off the
incinerator debt even while their resi-
dents contract with private haulers
for trash collection.

Every ton of solid waste diverted
from the county facility by haulers
will be taxed an additional $15, ac-
cording to a proposed deal with
Ogden Martin Systems to lease the
incinerator for 25 years. Special
Council for the Freeholders, Jonathan
Williams, said the expense per house-

hold in those towns would be about
$1.10 a month.

The seven municipalities of West-
field, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Berkeley Heights,
Clark and Linden, do not require
haulers to use the county incinerator
for disposal. The group of towns
accounts for about 175,000 tons of
trash a year.

The UCUA carries a total of $290
million in bonds that were issued to
build and operate the incinerator.
When a state court found it a viola-
tion of federal commerce laws to
regulate the flow of solid waste to
the county incinerator, profitable op-
eration of the facility seemed
doomed.

Additionally, Bergen County, with
190,000 tons of solid waste a year,
said it will pull out of the Union
County incinerator as a result of the
court decision on regulation.

To avoid possible default on the
incinerator bonds, Union County
Freeholders, under Democratic
Chairwoman Linda d. Stender, and

the UCUA came up with the pro-
posed leasing of the facility to Ogden
Martin which will wipe out $180
million of the total debt.

However, a total of 250,000 tons
of garbage must be delivered to the
incinerator every year, under the
terms of the deal.

The current price of $83-a-ton for
disposal at the county incinerator
will be knocked down to $50-a-ton
and frozen at that price for the next
25 years other than hikes based on
the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

Mr. Williams said that even with
the leasing deal and contributions of
“unspent proceeds” by the UCUA,
there is still $60 million worth of
outstanding debt.

The $15-a-ton hauling surcharge
will retire that debt over 25 years, he
said. Charges toward paying off the
remaining debt are also included in
the $50-a-ton rate offered at the in-
cinerator, Mr. Williams said. Debt
service payments on the remaining
bonds totals $5 million a year, he

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SWEEP...Republican First Ward Councilman-elect Gregory S. McDermott, right, thanks supporters at a gathering at
Wyckoff’s Restaurant following the Republican sweep in the three contested Town Council races. Also pictured, left to
right, are: Third Ward Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., who won reelection; unopposed Second Ward Councilman
Matthew P. Albano; Westfield Republican Town Committee Chairman Robert W. Cockren, and Fourth Ward
Councilwoman-elect Janis Fried Weinstein.
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WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27
• Seven hundred block of Crescent

Parkway — carbon monoxide detector
activation

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28
• Six hundred block of South Chest-

nut Street — tree and wires down.
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road — bomb scare.
• Three hundred block of West

Dudley Avenue — wires down.
• Six hundred block of Stirling Place

— water and electrical condition.
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street — automobile accident.
• Three hundred block of West

Dudley Avenue — lockout.
• Fourteen block of Lamberts Mill

Road. — oil burner malfunction.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29

• Five hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue — wire down.

• Six hundred block of Shackamaxon
Drive — automobile accident.

• Five hundred block of Dorian Road
— system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Floral Court
— gas leak.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30
• Two hundred block of Springfield

Avenue — smoke scare.
• Seven hundred block of Scotch

Plains Avenue — system malfunction.
• One hundred block of Sandra Circle

— leaf fire.
• Seven hundred block of East Broad

Street — chair fire.
• Four hundred block of Quantuck

Lane — leaf fire.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31

• Eight hundred block of Kimball
Avenue — wire down.

• Nine hundred block of Kimball Av-
enue — good intent call.

• Three hundred block of North Av-
enue, West — emergency medical call.

• One hundred block of Bennett Place
— smoke condition.

• One hundred block of Mountain
Avenue — system malfunction.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
• Three hundred block of Woodland

Avenue — alarm activation.
• One hundred block of Central Av-

enue — system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of North Av-

enue, West — service call.
• Six hundred block of Summit Av-

enue — system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Woodland

Avenue — system malfunction.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2

• Nineteen hundred block of Boynton
Avenue — smoke condition.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21
• The theft of cigarettes was reported

from a convenience store on South Av-
enue, according to police.

• A Mountainside resident reported
that her sunglasses were stolen while
she was at a clothing store on North
Avenue.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
• A North Avenue resident reported

that someone poured white paint over her
automobile while it was parked in her
driveway. It was uncertain how much
damage was done to the vehicle, accord-
ing to police.

• A Rahway resident reported that
someone broke the rear view mirror on
her automobile while it was parked on
Summit Avenue.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
• Sandra Digiacomo, 24, of Fanwood,

was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of heroin with intent to distribute;
possession of under 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana with intent to distrib-
ute, and with providing an inmate with
contraband, authorities said.

The suspect had allegedly attempted
to smuggle the narcotics to her husband,
Anthony Digiacomo, 27, of Fanwood,
who was being held in the Westfield
municipal jail. He was charged with
possession of heroin and possession of
suspected marijuana, according to po-
lice.

The couple was being held at the
Union County Jail, police said. Bail for
Sandra Digiacomo was set at $10,000.
Her husband was being held on $5,000
bail.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24
• A music store on Quimby Street

reported the theft of a cardboard display,
according to police.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28
• A Wyoming Street resident reported

the attempted theft of his vehicle from
his residence.

• Robert Hudak, 61, of Mountainside,
was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing at a North Avenue pharmacy, ac-
cording to police. He was released after
posting $275 bail.

• Three employees of an apartment
complex on Forest Avenue were ar-
rested and charged with criminal tres-
pass and theft, according to police.

Teddy Blandin, 37, of Camden,
Damien Marczewski, 43, of Butler and
Jeffrey Green, 41, of Brooklyn, were
charged with the theft of approximately
$7,000 worth of jewelry and personal
items from an apartment in the building,
authorities said.

The suspects, all of whom were taken
into custody at the complex, were issued
summonses and released.

• Sean McDonough, 21, of Scotch
Plains, was arrested and charged with
assault and hindering apprehension at a
North Avenue department store, after he
allegedly sprayed a store detective with

mace, according to police.
The incident occurred as the detective

attempted to apprehend a 17-year-old
Fanwood resident for suspected shop-
lifting, authorities said. The detective
was not injured. McDonough was re-
leased on his own recognizance, while
the juvenile was released to a guardian.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29
• Tanya Batorsky, 20, of Berkeley

Heights, was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated at South Av-
enue near the traffic circle, according to
police. She posted $375 bail and was
released.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30
• A Willow Grove Road resident re-

ported an incident of criminal trespass at
her residence. Police said someone en-
tered the victim’s home and made a pot
of coffee, but that nothing else was
disturbed.

• A Sherwood Parkway resident re-
ported that someone used a potato to
break a front window on the victim’s
home.

• A Stevens Avenue resident reported
that someone broke a rear window on his
1991 BMW by striking it with a pump-
kin.

• A Shackamaxon Drive resident re-
ported the theft of a flower pot.

• A Stevens Avenue resident reported
that the side view mirror on his vehicle
was broken while the car was parked in
front of his residence.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
• A Dorian Road resident reported

that her 1989 Ford was damaged through
vandalism.

• A representative of a South Avenue
delicatessen reported that a burglary oc-
curred at the business.

• A woman reported that her 1990
Honda was vandalized while parked on
Myrtle Avenue.

• Police received a report that a ga-
rage at an apartment complex on Central
Avenue was burglarized and a moped
was stolen. The moped was later recov-
ered.

• A Harding Street resident reported
that someone broke the driver’s side
window on his Honda by striking it with
a pumpkin.

• Two juveniles, who were later ar-
rested, allegedly threw eggs at a home
on Hyslip Avenue, according to police.

• A Carleton Road resident reported
that someone broke a window on his
parked car.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
• Police reported that the front storm

door and a window sill on the first floor
of a Ross Place residence was damaged
through criminal mischief.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2
• An incident of criminal mischief

was reported at Edison Intermediate
School on Rahway Avenue, according
to police.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3
• A Newark resident reported that

four tires and four tire rims, valued at
$2,100, were taken off his vehicle at a
business on Windsor Avenue and re-
placed with lesser models, according to
police.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
• A bulldozer belonging to a Somerset

landscaping company was damaged
while it was parked in a field behind
Roosevelt Intermediate School on Clark
Street, according to police.

MAGIC MOMENT…The Jefferson School Parent Teacher Organization re-
cently sponsored its third annual Sub and Soda Picnic, which was held on the
school grounds. Over 325 people attended the event. Beverly Suzán of Starburst
Magic entertained the children with magic tricks and illusions performed with
coins, scarves, balls and doves. She and her dove are pictured above visiting with
youngsters after the show.

Thus, the board concluded that the
amenities and attention to detail of
Ms. Vincentsen’s design more than
justified the variance in rear-yard
setback.

In addition to the variance granted
for rear-yard setback violation, the
board granted a variance for parking
deficiency, a perennial problem in
downtown Westfield. As Ms.
Vincentsen explained, the parking
requirement of the zoning regula-
tions could not be met.

The proposal did not provide the
28 spaces which would be required
when calculated on a use basis, much
less the 83 spaces required by calcu-
lations based on square feet. How-
ever, the proposal does improve on
the current parking situation.

It maintains the stacked parking,
or “pocket parking” for seven cars,
which is currently available. When
questioned about the plan for stacked
parking, Mr. Ward asserted that he
will paint lines to delineate the
spaces, which are currently un-
marked, and that they will be re-
served for tenants.

The proposal also provides some
additional parking in a single-story
garage on the ground floor. Public
parking in the area would continue
to serve the retail customers and
employees for these properties.

Robert Buontempo, a tenant of the
property for the last 18 years, ex-
pressed the only objections to the
proposal.

“I believe the improvements are
beneficial, but are prejudiced to cur-
rent tenants,” he stated, suggesting
that repairs for the existing apart-
ments and stricter adherence to fire
safety codes were long overdue and
should take precedence over the pro-
posed changes.

Mr. Buontempo was told that his
concerns about  fire regulations and
other safety requirements would be
reviewed by construction officials
when the building’s owner applies
for building permits. However, they
were outside of the Planning Board’s
jurisdiction.

In further comments, Mr.
Buontempo worried that the tenants
themselves would lose parking spaces,
since some of the asphalt will be built
over, or that the parking would be
exclusively for the landlord.

After the meeting was over, he
stated his true concern that low-in-
come tenants would be unable to pay
the higher rents which would ac-
company the more upscale apart-
ments, and that they would be forced
out.

But the other responses from the
public were overwhelmingly favor-
able.

Michael La Place, Executive Di-
rector of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, the governing body for

Builder Receives Board’s OK
To Renovate Broad Buildings

Westfield’s Special Improvement
District (SID), appeared before the
board to state the organization’s
“strong and enthusiastic support” for
the application, noting that the ap-
plication will provide new living
spaces in the heart of downtown, and
that “the design for the exterior of
the building and the East Broad Street
storefronts, in particular, will be a
visual asset to the community.”

Richard Demer of Knollwood Ter-
race also spoke in favor of the project.

A Westfield resident for 20 years
and a full-time Realtor for the past
eight years, Mr. Demer told the board,
“Right now everybody wants to be
east of Elm Street. This building
could be the first step in bringing
back the second block, west of Elm,”
he explained.

He told the board that downtown
rentals were in such high demand
that they rarely required Realtors to
help rent them, and that he was
pleased that someone was working
to meet that need.

Marc Brown, the attorney for Mr.
Ward, argued that his client has made
a substantial monetary investment in
the heart of the downtown commer-
cial district which could be “a seed
that will germinate in that area and
allow it to grow,” a phrase which
seemed to resonate strongly with
many of the board members.

Mr. Harrington also pointed out
that this investment would result in a
significant increased tax assessment
for the town, at no increased cost to
the community.

In other business, the board also
unanimously approved Charles
Higgins’ application to subdivide a
property at 722 Warren Street.

The subdivision will create two
new lots from the existing lot, which
is owned by Edward and Joyce Farley.
The front lot, which contains the
Farley’s home, will be reduced to
7,500 square feet total area. The
applicant needed the variance since
the minimum total area requirement
of 8,000 square feet was not met.

Mr. Higgins’ attorney stated that
the front line of the house will still be
in line with the surrounding houses,
and that though the “substandard
rendering is there,” it is negligible
and will not be felt or seen.

Board officials agreed, also find-
ing that “pre-existing, non-conform-
ing” side-yard setbacks, of 6.9 feet
and 9 feet where a minimum of 10
feet are required, do not significantly
affect the application.

The newly-created lot will front
on Clarence Street, and conforms to
all zoning requirements. Mr. Higgins,
a developer, already owns the prop-
erty at 23 Clarence Street, and is
bonded to build there.

Mr. Higgins and William Villane
own different parts of Clarence
Street, a previously undeveloped
paper street which has been on town
maps for over 30 years.School Bomb Threat

Labeled Unfounded

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

drills are conducted. Faculty, stu-
dents and others were allowed to
reenter the building about an hour
later.

The school’s lobby was the poll-
ing location for voters in the Fourth
and Fifth Districts in Westfield’s
Fourth Ward. Sergeant Parizeau said,
“There were not many people” in the
lobby at the time, adding that a po-
lice officer guarded the voting ma-
chines during the evacuation.

After a bomb threat was received
by the Genesis ElderCare Network
last week, 227 mostly elderly resi-
dents and 125 staff members were
safely evacuated from the facility by
emergency response teams from sev-
eral area communities. The center
was then searched by bomb squads
from Union and Essex Counties.

No explosive device was found at
the convalescent center. An uniden-

tified object recovered at the facility
was later determined to be a piece of
cleaning equipment belonging to
Genesis ElderCare, and was classi-
fied as “non-suspicious,” Sergeant
Parizeau said.

Westfield Police Captain Bernard
F. Tracy confirmed this week that
detectives are investigating the pos-
sibility that a disgruntled former
employee or relative may have called
the bomb threat into the center.

Following the evacuation of the
facility, residents were taken to St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church and
the West Lake School, both also
located on Lamberts Mill Road.

Participating in the evacuation
were the Westfield/Mountainside
Red Cross, and rescue squads from
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford,
Linden, Winfield and Roselle, along
with Union County Sheriff’s Offic-
ers and the Westfield and Cranford
Fire Departments.

worked well as a team running. I
think we can get a lot of the things
done that we said we would do dur-
ing our campaign,” he added.

Among the issues he would like to
see the council address are prioritiz-
ing the use of tax dollars, as well as
improvements to town roads and
curbing.

Although he lost the race, Mr.
McCabe said his first campaign was
“a great experience. I have no re-
grets.”

He said being an unrecognized
candidate in a heavily Republican
ward, along with the Governor’s
strong 1,134 vote margin in the First
Ward, were factors in his defeat.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick said she believes “the Mayor
beginning his finger-pointing; blam-
ing the Republican majority for not
enacting any new initiatives, made
the electorate see the truth.

“Our citizens in Westfield are much
too bright not to vote for the people
they feel have Westfield’s best inter-
est at heart,” she continued.

“I applaud their decision and look
forward to working with my new
Republican council colleagues,”
Councilwoman Vernick remarked.

Republicans’ Sweep Leads
To 6-3 Majority on Council

Councilman Goldman, who serves
as Chairman of the Westfield Town
Democratic Committee, said he was
most distressed by Councilman
Carr’s defeat.

“I was very disappointed about the
outcome in the Fourth Ward,” he
said, noting that he was a “realist” as
far as the two races are concerned.

He said Councilman-elect
McDermott and Councilman
Sullivan both are long-time residents
with a good deal of governmental
and community involvement, which
gave the Democrats stiff competi-
tion.

He said Mr. Rotter, a relatively
new resident in town from Sparta,
“did a very good job under the cir-
cumstances.”

Councilman Goldman called
Councilman Carr’s defeat “a per-
sonal disappointment” in that he will
no longer be on the council.

In terms of partisan politics on the
council, he said the council has been
bipartisan 85 percent of the time this
year.

“I personally think we could work
well together if we would all stop
talking about this partisan stuff,” he
told The Leader.

The new council members will
take office in January.

Piano Students Get to Perform
Spooky Songs During Party

The piano students of Paul Nazzaro
and Carolyn Klinger-Kueter partici-
pated in one of two Halloween per-
formance parties. They performed
on October 25 and 26, at each of their
teacher’s respective studios.

This get together was the first of
four planned throughout the year.
The “piano parties” give students
the opportunity to play in front of
their peers, sibling, friends and par-
ents.

Students got dressed up in their
Halloween costumes, played spooky

LET’S GET SPOOKY...Music teacher Paul Nazzaro of Westfield, in back, is
pictured with his students during their recent Halloween Party.

songs on the piano and digital key-
board, sang “pumpkin carols,” and
enjoyed Halloween treats. The next
piano party will be the Holiday Party
in December.

Ms. Klinger-Kueter and Mr.
Nazzaro have taught a combined
span of 45 years in Westfield, and
teach all aspects of piano and key-
board repertoire, including classi-
cal, popular, jazz, seasonal, theory,
composition, and MIDI.

For more information, please con-
tact Ms. Klinger-Kueter at (908) 232-
9094 or Mr. Nazzaro at (908) 232-
3310.

said.
Mr. Williams added, “There’s been

an enormous amount of thought and
planning that’s gone into this. All the
parties involved are very comfort-
able about recommending this trans-
action. We still think this is the right
thing to do.”

In a scenario where the county
defaults on the millions of dollars
worth of debt, Mr. Williams claimed
bond holders will sue to collect and
that the costs to residents “would be
a lot more than the $15 surcharge.”

Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti called the proposed lease
“a sweetheart deal” for Ogden Mar-
tin because, he said, noting that even
if the unregulated seven municipali-
ties pay the surcharge, Ogden Mar-
tin is free to fulfill their 250, 000-ton
requirement with other paying cus-
toms.

Some officials have said that trash
haulers will dispose of waste in neigh-
boring Pennsylvania, where dump-
ing charges are only $30-a-ton. Oth-
ers claim haulers will not make the
trek and will use local transfer sta-
tions to dispose of waste, opening
doors to corruption.

On the other hand, the UCUA has
said that New York City is interested
in unloading waste at the Union
County facility, since the Fresh Kills
landfill is set to close on Staten Is-
land.

Scotch Plains Councilman Martin
Marks said, “It sounds like the only
way to avoid the surcharge is to go
into municipal garbage collection.
So I say we sit back and see what
happens.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Irene T.
Schmidt added, “If we went into

Communities Gather to Hear
About Proposed Burner Deal
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hauling, it would be a big tax hit the
first time around for residents.”

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly agreed, saying, “We’re not
going into our own garbage collec-
tion. That’s ridiculous. But the debt
is not going to go away.”

Mayor Schmidt agreed that the
situation on the debt is one of, “Pay
me now or pay me later.” She agreed
to meet with the township’s 13 pri-
vate haulers to get feedback on the
proposed incinerator lease and sur-
charge deal.

Some municipal representatives
questioned the legality of collecting
fees on haulers that do not use the
county incinerator. Mr. Williams said
it was often difficult to enforce but
was legal.

The UCUA asked municipalities
to commit to the plan by Saturday,
November 15. However, for the seven
towns with unregulated trash dis-
posal, space will be reserved at the
incinerator for the waste through the
first of next year, Mr. Williams said.

Mr. Williams added that the UCUA
was obligated to ask the towns to
join up as it negotiates the lease deal
with Ogden Martin.

Westfield BOE
To Meet Nov. 11, 18
The Westfield Board of Education

will meet on two consecutive Tues-
day evenings, November 11 and 18, at
8 p.m. in the board’s meeting room in
the district’s Administration Build-
ing, located at 302 Elm Street.

Complete agendas will be avail-
able the Monday before each meeting
at the Board Secretary’s Office at 302
Elm Street.

Time will be allotted for public
input at the meeting.

Westfield to Honor
Veterans November 11
On Tuesday, November 11, vet-

erans of American Legion, Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3 and Veterans
of Foreign War, Post No. 11467 in
Westfield, will honor veterans of
all wars at the Westfield Veterans
monument at 10:30 a.m.

Veterans will march to the monu-
ment from the First United Meth-
odist Church parking lot, located
at 1 East Broad Street in West-
field.

All veterans are invited to par-
ticipate and everyone in the area is
invited to join the ceremonies.

Town Public Schools
To Close Nov. 13, 14
Westfield public schools will be

closed Thursday and Friday, No-
vember 13 and 14, to give faculty
the opportunity to attend the New
Jersey Education Association’s
Convention in Atlantic City.

All school offices and the Ad-
ministration Building will be open
both days. Classes will resume
their regular schedules on Mon-
day, November 17.

Mary Johnson Presents
College Research Data
Mary Johnson of Westfield, a se-

nior at Grinnell College in Grinnell,
Iowa, recently presented research re-
sults in the sixth annual Science
Student Research Poster Session at
the college. The session was held in
October in the college’s Noyce Sci-
ence Center.

Miss Johnson, who is majoring in
biology, is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Johnson of Westfield.
She presented “The effect of ruthe-
nium red on spontaneous neurotrans-
mitter release at the frog neuromus-
cular junction” during the research
poster session.

Most Grinnell College science
majors work on research during their
junior or senior years. While some
students travel to other research uni-
versities, national laboratories or
other countries, the majority col-
laborate with Grinnell College fac-
ulty.

Airman Alan Kennedy
Finishes Basic Training

United States Navy Airman Re-
cruit Alan J. Kennedy, the son of
Joyce A. and Alan J. Kennedy, Sr. of
Mountainside, recently completed
Navy basic training at Recruit Train-
ing Command in Great Lakes, Illi-
nois.

During the eight-week program,
Airman Kennedy completed a vari-
ety of training which included class-
room study and practical instruction
on naval customs, first aid, fire fight-
ing, water safety and survival, and
shipboard and aircraft safety. An em-
phasis is also placed on physical fit-
ness.

Airman Kennedy and other re-
cruits also received instruction on
the Navy’s core values — honor,
courage and commitment — and
how to apply them in their military
performance and personal conduct.

Airman Kennedy joins 55,000 men
and women who will enter the Navy
this year from all over the country. He
is a 1995 graduate of Jonathan Day-
ton Regional High School in Spring-
field.


