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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The Times
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times’ e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we encour-
age e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

STANDING TOGETHER…Archdiocese of Newark Catholic high school teach-
ers and their supporters hold a demonstration in front of Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains last Friday in an effort to reverse the archdiocese’s
decision not to allow the teachers to contribute six cents per hour from their pay
toward a supplemental pension program. The organization has planned other
events, including a prayer vigil scheduled for today, Thursday, April 30, in
support of their position.

William A. Burke for The Times

KEEPING THE FAITH…The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Ministerium will
lead members of the community in the annual observance of the National Day of
Prayer next Thursday, May 7, at 7:30 p.m. on the Village Green in Scotch Plains.
Pictured, left to right, are: Peggy Cowan, Donald Wussler, Judy Wussler, Scotch
Plains Mayor Joan Papen, Pastor Michael C. Seaman of the Terrill Road Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains; Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, Carol Hahn
and Pastor Kevin M. Brennan of the Evangel Church in Scotch Plains.

Two Appeals Okayed
By Planning Board
By SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Two new appeals were heard April
22 during the regular meeting of the
Fanwood Planning Board, which also
memorialized two resolutions and
approved its $4,290 budget for 1998.
A third application on the board’s
agenda was rescheduled for next
month.

First to be heard was John C.
Sumislaski of 203 Farley Avenue,
whose bid to maintain an existing
deck on the rear of his home had been
postponed by the board at its regular
meeting March 25 because the appli-
cant had failed to give his neighbors
10 full days of notice concerning his
appeal.

Last week, Mr. Sumislaski testi-
fied that he had built the deck last
year without first acquiring the nec-
essary bulk variance. He said he had
recently been advised by Fanwood
Building Inspector and Construction
Official James Silance to obtain board
approval for the deck, to ensure that
all safety measures had been met.

The board unanimously approved
the application after Borough Engi-
neer Richard Marsden stated he had
seen the deck and anticipated there
would be no drainage problems cre-
ated by the structure. He also re-
ported there was sufficient space on
Mr. Sumislaski’s corner lot to ac-
commodate the deck.

The second application scheduled
for that evening, submitted by Jared
and Theresa Scheer of 34 Poplar
Place, was postponed. Mr. and Mrs.
Scheer are pursuing a bulk variance
to erect a shed on their property.

An incorrect version of the couple’s
public notice of their appeal had in-
advertently been published, and while
the correct version was printed the
following week, it was less than 10
full days before the public hearing,
Board Attorney Robert J. Mega con-

firmed.
Mr. Mega told the couple that, in

his opinion, the board did not have
jurisdiction to hear their application
without the full notification period
having elapsed. He said that, without
proper jurisdiction, any decision ren-
dered by the board could potentially
be nullified – and possibly challenged
in Superior Court.

“We’re trying to avoid any mis-
takes,” Mr. Mega explained. “We
want to make sure its done right.”

The Scheers stated that they would
be away when the board held its next
regular meeting on Wednesday, May
27, and that any additional delays
could cause them to lose their certifi-
cate on the shed.

In response to an inquiry by Board
Chairman Gregory S. Cummings,
Mr. Mega said a public hearing on
the application could be held at the
board’s next agenda meeting on
Monday, May 18, to which the
Scheers agreed.

Afterwards, the board heard an
appeal by Jeffrey Wass of 7 Westfield
Road for a use variance for a perim-
eter fence which currently encloses
his corner lot property. The applicant
said he and his wife had wanted the
fence for privacy and also as a safety
fixture since they have a 20-foot by
40-foot swimming pool.

Several members of the board
complimented Mr. Wass on the ap-
pearance of the solid wood fence,
which is four feet high and topped
with latticework along the front of
the property. The fence measures six
feet high and is completely solid at
the rear of the lot.

Mr. Marsden said the structure
posed no sight restrictions to motor-
ists and the application was unani-
mously approved.

The board subsequently memori-
alized two resolutions of cases which
were heard March 25. Last month,
John Antonucci of 59 Locust Avenue
was awarded a bulk variance for a 16-
foot by 32-foot deck on the rear of his
single-family home.

Mr. Antonucci required a variance
because his proposal called for a 25-
foot rear yard depth, which was less
than the minimum distance required
under the Fanwood Borough Code.

The board also granted a bulk vari-
ance last month to Marcia Ann
Spector for a second-story addition

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

STUDY ON GROUPING OF STUDENTS PLANNED FOR UPCOMING YEAR

BOE Members Laud Outgoing Colleagues
For Years of Service to School District

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

During its April 23 meeting, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education recognized the efforts of
outgoing President Dr. Donald E.
Sheldon and his colleague Albert J.
Syvertsen, in the wake of the April 21
school elections, which saw Dr.
Sheldon defeated in his bid for a third
term.

Mr. Syvertsen, a three-term mem-
ber, had not sought reelection this
year. Jean McAllister and Lance Por-
ter were named to their first terms on
the board out of a pool of five candi-
dates vying for the two available
Scotch Plains seats. In addition to Dr.
Sheldon, the other nominees included
Thomas Randazzo and Norman A.
Ross.

Board member Richard R. Meade
of Fanwood was unopposed in his
pursuit of a second full term on the
board.

“It was a pleasure to serve with Al
for nine years,” said board member
August A. Ruggiero of his colleague.

“He is someone who is very prin-
cipled, and always balanced the two
concerns that every board member
should have: students, first, followed
by a sincere commitment to keep
taxes as low as possible,” Mr.
Ruggiero stated.

“I always looked to Al to have a
viewpoint entrenched in economics,
one he firmly believed in,” added
board member Morris H. “Butch”
Gillet. “I respected his opinion even
if I didn’t agree with it.”

Mrs. McAllister credited Mr.
Syvertsen as her impetus to run for
the board. “When I think of you, I
think of intensity and tenacity,” she
said, “and I feel cheated at the pros-
pect of not having your advice at my
shoulder.”

Mr. Syvertsen left the board with a
challenge: “You have objective people
on the board who can take apart any
issue,” he said. “You should be able
to put the pieces back together prop-
erly.”

To Dr. Sheldon, Board Vice Presi-
dent Jessica D. Simpson said, “Your
leadership and presence will be sorely
missed. I’ve been impressed and
amazed by how you’ve kept things in
order and by how tough a boss you’ve
been to Dr. (Carol B. )Choye.”

“You leave a vast void that we
won’t be able to fill,” added Mr.
Meade. “We’ll have to do things dif-
ferently and learn how to maintain
the dynamics the board achieved
through your powerful leadership and
insight,” he observed.

Mr. Porter said he was “saddened”
to think what the board will be like
without Dr. Sheldon. “You were al-
ways in control and able to maintain
the board’s focus,” he said.

Dr. Sheldon commended the school
district’s “outstanding” administra-
tors, parents and teaching staff as the
“reason why Scotch Plains-Fanwood
is known as a lighthouse district” in
New Jersey.

“I marvel at the patience, persis-
tence and respect of this board,” he
said. “A board president is simply a
leader among leaders.”

In other business, the board recog-
nized eight retirees, all of whom will
leave the school system effective
Wednesday, July 1. Retiring mem-
bers of the teaching staff include:
Dolores Canterbury, 31 years, Terrill

Middle School; James Canterbury,
31 years, Evergreen Elementary
School and Terrill; Yvonne Whaley,
32 years, Brunner Elementary
School; Nora Kelly-Weiss, 23 years,

Park Middle School; Robert Junio,
28 years, La Grande, Evergreen and
School One Elementary; Kathleen
Sjonell, 10 years, Park and McGinn
Elementary; School, and Antoinette

Fahrmann, 37 years, Muir and Ever-
green Schools.

In addition, Mary Watt will retire
after 10 years of service as a member
of Terrill’s cafeteria staff.

During the meeting, Mr. Ruggiero
asked for a timetable regarding the
district’s planned review of leveling
(grouping students by academic abil-
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Mr. Ruggiero
Appointed New
BOE President

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

During Tuesday night’s reor-
ganization meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Matthew A.
Clarke administered oaths of of-
fice to Richard R. Meade of
Fanwood, who begins his second
full term, and to freshman board
member Lance Porter, a resident
of Scotch Plains.

Newcomer Jean McAllister,
also of Scotch Plains, was unable
to attend the reorganization meet-
ing. She will be sworn into office
on Monday, May 4.

In other business, the board
approved the nomination of Au-
gust A. Ruggiero as President for
the coming year. This will be Mr.
Ruggiero’s sixth term as board
President, and his 18th year of
board service.

The board also elected Theresa
Larkin to her first term as board
Vice President. Mrs. Larkin is
beginning her fifth year of board
service.

Board members also established
meeting dates for the coming year.
Agenda sessions are held the sec-
ond Thursday of every month,
with regular public meetings tak-
ing place the fourth Thursday of
the month, with exceptions noted
on the annual notice of regularly
scheduled meetings.

The public portions of both
meetings begin at 8 p.m. Meet-

HELPING OTHERS…School One Elementary’s second-grade Brownie Troop
No. 392 in Scotch Plains recently met to prepare “baby bundles,” which are
packages of assorted infant care items, to be sent to needy babies in South
America. Pictured, left to right, are: Samantha Bush, Rebecca Bush, Emily
Nering, Nyanna Quoi, Ashley Carafango, Kristin Lambertsen and one of the
troop’s leaders, Lois Bush.

‘Centre Boulevard’ Idea Sparks
Mixed Views Within Township

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the township’s Down-
town Development Committee
(DDC) joined the Scotch Plains
Township Council Tuesday in de-
fending the proposal to add the name
“Centre Boulevard” to the municipal
roadway currently known under three
different names – East Second Street,
Westfield Avenue and Plainfield Av-
enue.

Councilman Robert Johnston
stated, “This overlay of the name
‘Centre Boulevard’ was only intended
to give an identity to the downtown
business district.”

The DDC has also recommended
hanging banners and posting wel-
coming signs in the business district.
Ray Pardon, a committee member
and President of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion, said, “There has been a tremen-
dous amount of input from the entire
community on the naming, sign de-
sign, the colors and so forth.”

Councilman Martin Marks, also a
member of the DDC, emphasized
that the street naming measure “is
not a mandate” for residents or busi-
nesses to change their current street
addresses. He likened the effect to
New York City’s Sixth Avenue, also
known as “Avenue of the Americas.”

Councilman Marks said, “Busi-
nesses and residents will have the
choice to use either name. Your mail
will still arrive and the police, the fire
department and rescue squad will
still be able to find your house.”

Westfield Avenue residents Tho-
mas and Marie DiNizo said they
believed the addition of the name
Centre Boulevard would only con-
fuse an admittedly already confusing
situation of one street bearing three
names in the township.

Mr. DiNizo claimed he would
gather objecting residents’ signatures
for a petition by the time the council
votes on the measure after a public
hearing scheduled for Tuesday, May
12.

“We’re afraid that five years from
now, everyone will say, ‘Let’s just
change the name to Centre Boule-
vard,” Mr. DiNizo added.

DDC member and local Realtor Vi
Brown spoke in favor of the new
street name, saying, “This is a boom-
ing town. A lot of new people are
coming into town and it’s confusing
to have a street with three names. It
will be a lot easier to get people in and
out of town with one name.

“We have the same problem with
Lake, Martine and Park Avenues.
And we want other businesses to
come into our town,” Ms. Brown
added.

Generally, a healthy business com-
munity has been found to stabilize or
even increase property values in a
town. Mr. Pardon, who also owns
Nuts n’ Plenty, added, “We believe
the business districts are an impor-
tant part of any community.”

Councilman Marks described the
combined efforts of the committee,

the Business and Professional Asso-
ciation and the council as an attempt
“to develop and enhance an already
thriving downtown.”

Another Westfield Avenue resident,
Rose Rossi, spoke before the council
and simply called for the “cleaning
up of the town.” She angrily claimed
that decorative planters in the down-
town were being used for “disposal of
garbage.”

On a separate matter, the council
recognized the Scotch Plains Volun-
teer Rescue Squad as it begins its
annual fundraising drive. Squad
President Dan Sullivan demonstrated
the use of a $6,000 piece of “talking”
medical equipment, used to restart a
human heart with electrical charges.

“Ten people are walking around
like you and me in this town today
because of this machine – the defibril-
lator,” he said. Mr. Sullivan also
congratulated seven-year squad vol-
unteer Jean Lozowski on her “high

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Susan Dyckman for The Times

TAKING THE OATH...Richard R. Meade, of Fanwood, and Lance Porter, of
Scotch Plains, take the oath of office from Matthew A. Clarke, Business
Administrator and Board Secretary, during Tuesday’s reorganization meeting
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education. Looking on is outgoing board
Vice President, Jessica D. Simpson.

Susan Dyckman for The Times

NEW LEADERSHIP...Theresa Larkin and August A. Ruggiero congratulate
each other following their appointments to the posts of Vice President and
President, respectively, of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education on
Tuesday night.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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to her single-family residence at 5
Crest Lane. The addition will feature
three bedrooms, a bathroom and a
sitting room, board members ac-
knowledged.

Ms. Spector’s proposal included a
front yard depth of 32.8 feet, which
was in non-compliance with the 35-
foot distance required under the Bor-
ough Code.

During the public hearing in
March, Mr. Marsden observed that
the addition would overhang the front
of the house by two feet and the back
by one foot.

While the increase in impervious
coverage is small, the engineer felt it
could increase storm water runoff
along backyards on Crest Lane.

He recommended at that time that
all roof gutters and leaders be di-
rected away from the backyard of the
Spector residence, so that storm wa-
ter would flow into a front yard seep-

Two Appeals Okayed
By Planning Board

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ity) in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools.

Assistant Superintendent for In-
struction Dr. John R. Crews said
more background information is
needed before any discussion can
take place. He said the study will be
conducted during the upcoming year.

With respect to the existing level-
ing program, board member Edward
J. Saridaki, Jr. confirmed that paren-
tal notification procedures are in
place, ensuring that parents would
know what level their child is at
before school starts.

In addition, the board approved
certain changes to the school calen-
dar.

The last days of this school year,
Thursday and Friday, June 18 and
19, as well as the first day of the new
school year, Tuesday, September 8,
were approved as single-session days.
The present school calendar calls for
182 instructional days.

Prior to Dr. Choye’s arrival five
years ago, it was district procedure to
“give back” any days over the man-
dated 180 instructional days.

Board members asked for assur-
ance that the single-session days
would consist of “solid instructional
time” for students. Teachers will use
the afternoon hours to begin to pack
up classrooms for the summer recess.

From the audience, third-grade
teacher Lorna Everhart of School
One said she supported Dr. Choye’s
recommendation.

“Children know it’s the last two
days of school. A single-session day
is more productive because we can
concentrate on instruction in the
morning. By lunch time, we lose
them,” she commented.

Mrs. Everhart said she also ap-
proved of a single-session day for the
first day of school. “It’s a good tran-
sition day for the children,” she said.
“Most teachers walk their children
out. It gives us a chance to greet
parents, which gives us a bit of in-
sight to their child.”

In a separate matter, Mr. Ruggiero
updated the board on the progress of
contract negotiations with the Scotch
Plains- Fanwood Education Asso-
ciation. To date, seven meetings have
taken place. Of the 54 items under
discussion, just three have been re-
solved.

“It’s discouraging that not more
progress is being made to resolve the
contract discussion by June 30,” said

Mr. Ruggiero, who chairs the board’s
Negotiation Committee.

As Policy Committee Chairman,
Mr. Meade recommended the board
approve Policy No. 5141.3 regard-
ing student physical examinations
and immunizations. The policy
states that any student’s health dif-
ficulties identified by the school
health service would be reported to
parents.

The board deferred discussion of a
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion Paper: Standards and Assess-
ment of Student Achievement, to a
later board meeting.

Fanwood resident Carol Campbell
asked if any additional thought had
been given to establishing an intra-
mural athletics program at the middle
school level. Dr. Crews indicated that
at first glance, there did not appear to
be enough children interested in
intramurals, given their other activi-
ties.

BOE Members Laud
Outgoing Colleagues

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ings are held at the Administration
Building behind Evergreen Elemen-
tary School.

In another matter, the board reap-
pointed Casper P. Boehm, Jr., to serve
as Board Attorney for the 1998-1999
school year, at an annual salary of
$83,423.

The professional negotiating firm
of Cassetta, Taylor and Whalen was
named to support board needs with
respect to contract negotiations.

Board member Morris H. “Butch”
Gillet was elected by his peers to
serve on the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission’s Rep-
resentative Assembly for the coming
year.

In addition, Jessica D. Simpson
agreed to continue to serve as the
board’s delegate to the New Jersey
School Boards Association.

A committee was established to
review the six requests for proposals
for auditing services that were re-
ceived by the business office. Board
members Edward J. Saridaki, Jr.,
Thomas Russo, Mr. Meade and Mr.
Ruggiero will serve on the commit-
tee.

age pit and from there into the storm
sewer system. These provisions were
included in the resolution which was
memorialized last week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Ruggiero
Appointed New
BOE President

UP, UP AND AWAY…Carroll Teitsworth from the Liberty Balloon Company
in Groveland, New York, recently gave a presentation on hot air ballooning to
students at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains. After presenting a slide
slow on ballooning, Mr. Teitsworth and his assistants partially inflated a seven-
story balloon in the school auditorium and invited all the children to step inside.
Almost 300 students fit into the balloon at one time. The assembly ended outside
in the schoolyard with a demonstration of how the balloon’s burners work.
Pictured in the gondola is Mr. Teitsworth.

Peter Korn Named a Fellow
Of College of Trial Lawyers
Peter L. Korn of Scotch Plains

recently became a Fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers.
He is a senior partner with the law
firm of McDonough, Korn, Eichhorn
& Boyle of Springfield.

Peter L. Korn

Created in 1950 to recognize ex-
cellence among trial lawyers, the
college includes members from ev-

ery segment of the civil and criminal
trial bar of the United States and
Canada.

Mr. Korn was inducted, along with
four other New Jersey lawyers, at a
ceremony during the recent Spring
Meeting of the College in Palm
Desert, California.

Invitation to membership is ex-
tended by the Board of Regents, the
governing body of the college, based
on a nominee’s experience, skill,
ability and ethical standards.

Mr. Korn has practiced with his
current firm for 25 years, after hav-
ing served as an Assistant Union
County Prosecutor. The newly-in-
ducted Fellow is an alumnus of
Rutgers Law School.

The attorney is a founding Mas-
ter of the Richard J. Hughes chap-
ter of the American Inns of Court;
a member of the American Board
of Trial Advocates, and a former
President and Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Trial Attor-
neys of New Jersey. He has served
as an instructor in Trial Practice at
Rutgers Law School.

PUTTING ON THE RITZ...Each year, under the direction of Mary Williams,
Family and Consumer Education Department teacher for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools, a celebration of food preparation and dressing up takes
place. “Putting on the Ritz” gets all staff members and students involved and
very happy to wear their finest clothes for the day. Pictured above are Terrill
Middle School students.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, APRIL 20
• Elgie McCoy, 23, of Scotch Plains

was arrested and charged with trespass-
ing and with obstruction of justice for
allegedly refusing to leave a Plainfield
Avenue business, authorities said.

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
• The theft of several bundles of news-

papers, which had been delivered to a
convenience store on East Second Street
in the morning, was reported to police.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
• A member of a local golf club re-

ported the theft of a set of golf clubs
which had been stored at the club over
the winter.

• Andrew Kolvalcik, 29, of Brooklyn
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of under 50 grams of marijuana in a
parking lot on Park Avenue, according to
police.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
• A motorist reported the theft of a T-

roof from his 1982 Chevrolet while it
was parked on Rivervale Court early that
morning.

The Times has a drop
box for people wishing to
send press releases to the

paper. The box is located in
Nuts n’ Plenty,

407 Park Ave., Scotch Plains

Eric Shea Attends
Model UN Conference
Eric Shea, the son of Eric and

Denise Shea of Scotch Plains, re-
cently attended the National Model
United Nations Conference repre-
senting Lynchburg College, a pri-
vate college located in Lynchburg,
Virginia.

The student, a 1995 graduate of St.
Joseph’s High School, is a junior
political science major at Lynchburg
College.

Lynchburg College enrolls 2,050
students in the professional, liberal
arts and sciences, and graduate stud-
ies.

Romance fails us and so do friendships, but the relationship of parent and child, less
noisy than all others, remains indelible and indestructible, the strongest relationship
on earth.

— Theodor Reik

A DAY IN THE CITY...Second graders from School One Elementary in Scotch
Plains recently went on a field trip to New York City to visit the Natural History
Museum. Pictured, from left to right, are: front row, Patrick Doliber, Jessica
Santos, Brandon Reddington, Melanie Davis, Kelly Blom, and Robert
Cunningham, and back row, teachers Teresa Joslyn, Jill Slivinski and Leslie
Franko.

TEACHING OTHERS…Charles
Ayala of Fanwood was among the Com-
mercial Art students from Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
in Scotch Plains who recently assisted
with teaching a workshop at the Teen
Arts Festival at Union County College
in Cranford. The workshop was at-
tended by middle and high school stu-
dents from throughout Union County.
They were photographed with a digi-
tal camera and were shown how to edit
their pictures with the latest com-
puter technology.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

success rate” in using the lifesaving
tool, calling her “the Angel of Life.”

Mr. Sullivan additionally credited
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
with teaching cardiaopulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) techniques, observ-
ing that many individuals now know
how to administer CPR until further
medical help arrives.

In other business, the council said it
unanimously supported a request from
the Brunner Elementary School Par-
ent-Teacher Association and Principal
Evelyn Shepard to prohibit automobile
“stopping or standing” between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. on school days along parts
of Redwood Road, Homestead Terrace
and Cedar Brook Road.

Officials said the Scotch Plains
Police Department agreed with the
safety concerns at the sites during
hours when students are dropped off
and picked up.

On a separate issue, the council
okayed a move to “expunge,” or elimi-
nate, property taxes totaling nearly
$1,500 for a piece of property in Scotch
Plains owned by the Township of Clark
that is used as a public park. The 35
acres were formerly part of a reservoir
owned by the Middlesex Water Com-
pany, officials said.

The council also agreed to revise
the “density and bulk requirements”
on 13 acres of property, known as the
Bowcraft site, to 16 units per acre,
with a 42 low-to-moderate units.

Councilwoman Irene T. Schmidt
said the property had already been
identified under the so-called Mount
Laurel court decision for such hous-
ing requirements, and the measure
simply “clarified” the existing ordi-
nance.

In other business, the council
agreed to apply for a $25,000 grant

from Union County to bring town-
ship parks up to standard in accor-
dance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA), at the sugges-
tion of Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Laura Sanson-Botto and the
Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-
sion.

The council approved a wage range
of $12,000 to $34,000 for a munici-
pal Principal Account Clerk. Offi-
cials also authorized Township Clerk
Barbara Riepe to take bids for ADA
improvements to Green Forest Park
and pavement line-striping.

‘Centre Boulevard’ Idea
Sparks Mixed Views

EARNS CERTIFICATE…Thirty four members of Local No. 68 of the Interna-
tional Union of Operating Engineers, West Caldwell, recently received their
Completion Certificates from the United States Department of Labor, recogniz-
ing four years of schooling and the successful completion of the curriculum
relating to their trade as stationary engineers. They were awarded their
certificates during graduation ceremonies at Valley Regency Caterers in Clifton.
Pictured receiving his certificate is Stephen M. Conroy of Scotch Plains, center.
He is flanked by Thomas P. Giblin, right, President of Local No 68, and Thomas
D. Lawrence, Assistant Training Coordinator for Local 68.

Patient Advocate Can Help
With Health Care, Insurance

The Union County Patient Advocate’s
Office, formed last year to help residents
of Union County with health care and
insurance problems, has been success-
fully operating for several months now
under the auspices of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

It is the first such office supported by
the Union County Government and
Catholic Community Services. The Pa-
tient Advocate’s office does not provide
health care, but assists people who have
difficulty getting insurance company
payment for tests and treatment and who
have difficulty getting approval for
needed tests and procedures.

“The Patient Advocate’s Office is a
great resource for those struggling with
the intricacies of insurance forms, of

appeal procedures and of insurance bu-
reaucracy while trying to deal with their
own or a loved one’s illness. At times,
what seems to be a needed and covered
medical service is denied,” explained
Patient Advocate Dr. Erica Fried of
Westfield.

“For many, getting someone to re-
spond on the phone, and someone who
can answer questions and who will fol-
low through to resolve the concern is a
challenge. The Patient Advocate Office
can intercede in these circumstances,”
she added.

The service is free and confidential
and open to all Union County resi-
dents. The Patient Advocate Office
can be reached 24-hours-a-day at
(908) 654-6623.


