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Letters to the Editor
Resident Commends Tony Schilling

On �Revitalization Success� of Downtown
There finally is a positive upbeat atmo-

sphere in downtown Westfield! That mo-
mentum and invigorated business environ-
ment is the product of much volunteer
effort, the cooperation and positive in-
volvement of landlords, tenants, municipal
government and support of our residential
community.

Westfield�s business district was a �bas-
ket case� just a short time ago. Empty
stores, empty parking spaces, facades of
buildings in disrepair, dirty streets. Even
our movie house was running away! The
cry was loud and clear for more than four
years. �FILL THOSE EMPTY STORES!�

Thank you�s are overdue to the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (the SID) and
the former MainStreet program that have
helped focus and channel energy into the
revitalization of our important Central
Business District. Most of the properties
on East Broad Street between North and
Central have been repainted, facades and
brick cleaned up. New tenants, both smaller
�Mom and Pops,� as well as larger national
and regional retailers, thank goodness have
moved into most of those formerly ugly,
empty storefronts. This rejuvenation has
taken place throughout our downtown dis-
trict, even the South Avenue corridor.

Special credit goes to Tony Schilling of
Relocation Realty, who has to be the hard-
est working commercial real estate broker
in the region. To his credit, and the benefit
of our community, Mr. Schilling is the
agent who has assisted, or brought together
over 40 commercial deals for ground floor
retail space in our downtown district. He
has assisted, working with both the local
small merchants as well as larger commer-
cial tenants, making �marriages� between
landlords and tenants. Unfortunately he
has been unfairly maligned in previous
letters and articles published in this paper.
Here an individual has done his job, done
it effectively, while working in the interest
of his clients, and the community.

To his credit Mr. Schilling has assisted
long established businesses by assisting
their move within Westfield�s business
district when changes within businesses or
real estate arrangements necessitated
change. Several examples include the move
of Mademoiselle Shop to East Broad from
Quimby. He was an instrumental person in
the fight and movement to keep our Rialto
Theatre alive and here in downtown West-
field. Another local favorite, The Ameri-
can Shoe Repair, under the management of
M. Sa relocated from its former spot near
the old John Franks to larger and more
economical space on East Broad between
Prospect and Elm. Mr. Schilling likewise
assisted Moto Photo, in moving to larger
accommodations on North Avenue near
the train station this year.

Mr. Schilling has assisted over 20 other
smaller businesses by finding space or
helping maintain their business presence
in the Central Business district. Some of
those include Ahree�s Coffee, Hunan Wok
II, Little Treasures, Oscar�s Hair Cutters,
Cellular Signal Plus, Bandstand, Merle
Norman Cosmetics, Doris Amster, Roy
Lighting, Sir Puffs Café, Windmill Restau-
rant, J&M Café, Poppyfields, National

Beauty Supply, Precious People Day Care
Center, Station Nail Salon, The Dry
Cleaner, Kaplan Score, Village Curtains,
and China King. To his credit Mr. Schilling
has also been able to assist half a dozen
larger firms to successful leasing terms
with local landlords as well. This list of
successes does not begin to include the
dozens of office tenants, and residential
folks that Mr. Schilling has assisted in
leasing or finding space in the often forgot-
ten but important second and third stories
above Westfield�s retail base.

Mr. Schilling has played a large role in
the revitalization success that has taken
place in our downtown. Our community
has much to thank him for. He has been the
local commercial broker that has spent the
time and effort required, networking and
working successfully on a daily basis fill-
ing Westfield�s vacant space, assisting
landlords, and helping retailers big and
small find economically viable space in
Westfield�s downtown.

The Downtown Westfield Corporation
(the SID) and the whole community have
much to be proud of. Cooperation, planning,
a good balanced downtown program based
on promotion, economic development, de-
sign initiatives, organization, and plain old
hard work have helped to turn our business
district into the upbeat business center that
Westfield has become. We the citizens and
taxpayers of Westfield look forward and
expect more hard work to keep Westfield�s
forward momentum going!

Mayor and Council, where is our park-
ing deck? How many years more do we
have to wait?

Debra Nardi
Westfield

Ms. Christine M. Nelson and Travis A. Rebok

Ms. Christine Nelson
Engaged to Travis Rebok

Rutgers Cooperative Reveals
Schedule of Classes for Fall

Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County will offer free
classes in the fall dealing with lawns
and houseplants, to be held at the
Westfield Administration Building,
300 North Avenue, East, in West-
field.

All classes begin at 7:30 p.m. and
run approximately one or one-and-
a-half hours. Participants will have
an opportunity to ask questions. The
class topics are as follows:

�Ticks,� on Thursday, Septem-
ber 24, with speaker Ed Petz. At-
tendees will learn how to identify
different types of ticks and how to
protect themselves and their fami-
lies from bites.

�Composting,� on Monday, Sep-
tember 28, with speaker Walter
Pommnitz. Attendees will learn
how to recycle their leaves, lawn
and garden, and how to turn kitchen
leftovers into a valuable soil amend-
ment.

�African Violets,� on Wednes-

day, October 28, with speaker Jules
Stang. Instruction will be offered
on how to cultivate beautiful, happy
and healthy blooms from African
Violets.

�Making the Most of What
You�ve Got,� on Thursday, Novem-
ber 5, with speaker Ellie Gural.
This class will focus on some of the
best plants for the growing condi-
tions in one�s yard. Special empha-
sis is given to the shady spots.

�Houseplants,� on Monday, No-
vember 30, with speaker Wes Philo.
Participants will learn how to care
for their favorite houseplants and
multiply their collection.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension
provides information and educa-
tional services to all people with-
out regard to sex, race, color, na-
tional origin, disability or handi-
cap, or age.

To register for the classes, please
call Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County at (908) 654-9854.

Melissa Kuchar Helps Callers
Talk Through Their Problems

Audas Welcome
Matthew Evan

Christopher and Anne Auda of
Scotch Plains have announced the
birth of their son, Matthew Evan
Auda, on Monday, July 13, at
Somerset Medical Center in
Somerville.

Matthew weighed 8 pounds and 3
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his brother, Michael
Stephen Auda.

Matthew�s maternal grandparents
are Lyn and Marie Walford of Scotch
Plains.

His paternal grandparents are Ri-
chard and Barbara Auda of Cape
Cod, Massachusetts, formerly of
Westfield.

Martin Edward
Welcomed By

Wiaczek Family
Marty and Pam Wiaczek of West-

field have announced that a son,
Martin Edward Wiaczek, Jr., joined
their family on Tuesday, June 2.
Marty, Jr. was born on Saturday,
January 17.

Marty�s maternal grandparents are
John and Margaret Paxton of
Greenville, South Carolina.

His paternal grandparents are
Martin and Joyce Wiaczek of
Manahawkin and the late Mrs. Joyce
Hillborn Wiaczek.

Melissa Kuchar

Melissa Kuchar of Scotch Plains
always thought she wanted to be a
nurse. She even took emergency
medical technician training at the
age of 17 in order to volunteer for
her local Rescue Squad.

But one day, while tending to a
patient�s medical needs, Ms. Kuchar
realized she wanted to make a dif-
ference in another way � easing
the emotional pain and stress of
others.

The compassionate young
woman, who will begin her gradu-
ate studies in social work next
month at Columbia University in
New York City, has been volunteer-
ing for nearly a year at CONTACT
We Care, the Union County-based
telephone hot line and crisis inter-
vention service, as a means to
broaden her experience in the men-
tal health field.

�The more ways I can learn and
the more experiences I have work-
ing in the field, the better,� said
Ms. Kuchar. �It�s so satisfying to be
a CONTACT volunteer and help
the callers put things into perspec-
tive. I�m there to listen to them,�
she added.

Ms. Kuchar, who is engaged to a
Scotch Plains police officer, recently

completed her studies toward a
Bachelor of Social Work Degree at
Kean University in Union.

�It�s the best of both,� said Ms.
Kuchar about her ability to help
people medically and emotionally
through her work on the rescue
squad and CONTACT�s hot line. �I
get to put together my two inter-
ests.

�The most satisfying part of work-
ing as a telephone volunteer is when
a caller says they feel better after
talking with you,� Ms. Kuchar con-
tinued. �I don�t expect to resolve
the callers� issues, but it certainly
makes you feel good when you are
thanked.�

Describing herself as the one her
friends have always turned to for
advice, Ms. Kuchar said it makes
her feel good to be there for people.
�I haven�t known anyone in life
who hasn�t needed to talk to some-
one,� she remarked.

�I�ve been fortunate enough to
have people to talk to. Some people
aren�t so fortunate. They need to
reach out for help,� she observed.

Anyone interested in becoming a
CONTACT We Care volunteer may
call the organization at (908) 889-
4140. The next volunteer training
program runs Monday evenings,
September 28 through December
14, at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church.

Mrs. Evelyn Pierce of Fanwood
and David Nelson of Orlando, Florida
have announced the engagement of
their daughter, Ms. Christine M.
Nelson of Herndon, Virginia, for-
merly of Scotch Plains, to Travis A.

Rebok of Reston, Virginia, formerly
of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Allen
Rebok of Chambersburg.

The bride-elect graduated from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in 1989 and received her Bachelor of
Science Degree in Management and
Computer Science from Lehigh Uni-
versity in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
in 1993. She is employed as a senior
consultant with Andersen Consult-
ing.

Her fiancé, who graduated from
Chambersburg High School in 1987,
was awarded his Bachelor of Science
Degree in Management Information
Systems from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania in 1992. He is em-
ployed as a systems developer for
AT&T�s Business Markets Division.

The couple plan to be married in
May of next year at the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church in West-
field. The reception will be held at
Mayfair Farms in West Orange.

OUTSTANDING MUSICIANS...Terrill Middle School, in Scotch Plains, sev-
enth-grade students Elizabeth Pilkington, second from left, and Sarah Konzelman,
third from left, hold up plaques of the David Ferro Music Scholarships they were
recently awarded. The award is given annually by the school�s Music Booster
Association to two outstanding student musicians in memory of a Terrill student
who died unexpectedly. Elizabeth plays flute, and Sarah plays alto saxophone.
Music Booster Association Co-Presidents John Vilas, left, and Susan Vilas are
shown presenting the awards at the school�s recent spring concert.

maintaining interpersonal relationships.
They represent four different home schools.

Before the creation of this class, they
required out-of-district education to have
their special needs met, which meant sepa-
rating them from typical students, at a cost
of approximately $30,000 plus each to the
community.

To be able to appropriately educate
them in the district is a benefit for both the
taxpayer and the children if it affords these
children the opportunity to mainstream
and grow up with their age peers.

Frankly, we need your help. I have been
told that we just don�t make enough noise,
no matter how justified we may be. So we
ask you: Please write and/or call your
school board members, anyone you know
on the task force commission, and Dr.
Choye to let them know that it is wrong to
move these children.

Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles,
religious leaders, health care and educa-
tional professionals, neighbors�we�re
asking you, please help give these children
a home school.

Deborah Graffox, Scotch Plains
Kim O�Neill, Scotch Plains
Jeanne Shanker, Fanwood

Permanent Home Schools
Are Vital to Education

Of Autistic Students
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