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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

560 Springfield Ave., Suite F � Westfield � (908) 232-6300 � E-Mail: dweeks560@aol.com

Sell Your Home At 4¾% &
Pay The Selling Broker
3-3¼% Commission!

At Barrett & Crain we know the importance of rewarding the
selling broker with the lion’s share of the commission. If your
broker says “impossible” call Dwight Weeks, President of Barrett
& Crain. This unique program allows you to list your home on
the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and saves you dollars to
spend on closing. We offer full service – including mortgage
service and  advertising. See us on the Web

http://westfieldnj.com/
barrett&crain

JOHNSON, MASTERSON, �ZIP� CLEAR THE CONFUSION

The Mattress Factory Repeats;
Beats Chaos, 13-4, to Win Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Production was in high gear when
every player on the Mattress Factory
contributed at least one hit and de-
feated Chaos, 13-4, in the fifth and
deciding game of the Westfield Men�s
Softball League Championship at
Tamaques Park in Westfield on Au-
gust 13. Scott Johnson, Chris
Masterson and Kevin Zippler sup-
plied additional offensive zest to clear
up any confusion as the Factory re-
peated as champions.

The Chaos defense was ready in
the top of the first. After Mike Verano
led off with a single over third and
Tim Walsh popped up to third, Chaos
third baseman Bill Harcourt caught a
line drive from Clint Factor and threw
the ball to first in time to nail Verano
before he could return to the base.

Chaos leadoff hitter Chuck Harcourt
singled to center and Frank Seculic
followed with a double to right, then
Harcourt came in to score on the
throwing error from the outfielder.
Matt Costello sacrificed Seculic home
to give Chaos a 2-0 lead.

Ron Shovlin got the Factory ma-
chines rolling when he bounced a
steaming grounder off the glove of
the second baseman. Gene Mirabella
coolly sliced a double to left as Shovlin
glided in to score. Masterson looped
a single over short and Mirabella
scored. Tom Perotta hacked a single
to right and Gary Nicorak loaded the
bases with a single to left. Zippler hit
an RBI sacrifice fly to left, then Kevin
Lombardi snaked an RBI single to
left to give the Factory a 4-2 lead.

Walsh, the Mattress Factory pitcher
retired all three Chaos batters in the

second, then Chaos pitcher Dave
Kervick returned the favor in the top
of the third. Bill Harcourt turned in
another startling play by making a
diving stab at third and right fielder
Mike Paradise nearly traveled to Eden
to catch a shot off the bat of Johnson.

Chaos edged a run closer in the
bottom of the third. The hustling Al
Rabinowitz beat out a throw from the
third baseman. Jim McKeon skid a
single down the third baseline and
Kervick sliced an RBI single to right.

Still on a roll, Kervick retired all
three Factory batters in the fourth.
Walsh gave up singles to Paradise
and Scott Rossi, but escaped the in-
ning when he caught a line drive and
doubled up the runner at first.

Although getting into gear slowly in
the fifth, Zippler lubricated the �Big
Machine� by whacking a single to left.
Lombardi lashed a single to right,
Varano plunked an RBI single to left
and Walsh drilled an RBI single to left
to put the Factory in the lead, 6-3.

Chaos attempted to cloud the Mat-
tress Factory�s confidence in the bot-
tom of the fifth. Rabinowitz led off with
a single to left and McKeon followed
with a single to center; however,
Kervick lined out to Walsh who then
threw out McKeon before he could
return to first. Now, with two outs,
Chuck Harcourt also lined out to Walsh.

Johnson led off the sixth and right
fielder Paradise, being aware of his
awesome power, stood nearly in
Garwood to play him correctly. But,
Johnson slyly lined a shot which skid
off the top of the hill in right and
eluded the diving Paradise. By the
time the ball was retrieved, Johnson

KILBERG, BERGER, CASTALDO PROVIDE PUNCH

C & C Landscaping Cracks
D & L Locksmiths, 16-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

C & C Landscaping contoured a
clear path toward the B Division
championships in the Scotch Plains
Softball League by winning its sec-
ond game against D & L Locksmiths,
16-7, at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 11. Joe Killberg

and Erik Berger each had four hits
and Vito Castaldo had three RBI to
help engineer the victory.

Mike Parkhill drew a leadoff walk
for C & C in the top of the first.
Killberg hooked a single to left and
Castaldo walked to load the bases.
Vinnie Rappa drove in Parkhill with
a sacrifice fly and Rich Johns sliced

an RBI single to right to give C & C
a 2-0 lead.

In the bottom of the first, John
Oblichinski whacked a double to the
fence in right field and Craig Esser
followed with an RBI single past
third.

The game featured dueling cous-
ins, both named Phil Russo, as pitch-
ers for their respective teams. Both
held the opposition scoreless in the
second inning, but C & C added
another run in the third. Kilberg
knocked a single over third, then
scored on a triple by Castaldo.

D & L tied the score, 3-3, in the
fourth. Oblichinski obliterated a solo
home run over the right field fence.
Bill Bowers singled to center, then
later scored as a result of Steve
Kisley�s single to left.

C & C Landscaping drastically
changed the shape of things in the
fourth. Russo (CC) and Parkhill both
singled, Kilberg reached base on a
force out and Parkhill scored when
Castaldo reached base on an error.
Rappa singled and Johns rapped an
RBI single to center. Jim Talbot
bashed a two-RBI single to right,
then Erik Berger bopped an RBI
single to center. Jason Berger drove

JIM HELLWIG HAMMERS HR, GOES 4-4, DRIVES IN 4

PEPCO Wings Phoenix, 14-9;
Takes 2-1 Lead in Title Series

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An energetic PEPCO team took to
the field at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 12, caught the Phoe-
nix flying low and bagged a 14-9
victory to take a 2-1 lead in the
championship series of the A Divi-
sion of the Scotch Plains Softball
League. Jim Hellwig hammered a
three-run homer in the first inning to
cast doubt in the minds of the Phoe-
nix, then went on to collect four hits,
score three runs and drive in four
runs by the game�s end.

Phoenix had the first opportunity
to score when Fred Behr singled and
Tony Jurist doubled, but the PEPCO
defense held in the top of the first.
Now, the PEPCO offense surged and
took a 5-0 lead in the bottom of the
first. Dave Legg lashed a single to
center, Curtis Gillmore walked, then
Hellwig launched his three-run shot
over the left field fence. Joe Lameira
sliced a single over first base, Rich
Potagna walked and Doug Fisher
hooked a single over second. Mike
DeRosa sacrificed Lameira home and
Tim Kaufman knocked an RBI single

to left.
Phoenix got off the ground and

scored three runs in the second. Rich
Wilson hobbled a single up-the-
middle, Rusty Meyer lined a single to
center, then Greg Roe skid an RBI
single to left-center. Dan O�Dea arced
a single to left and Mark O�Dea
drilled a two-RBI single to center.

Phoenix outfielder Jay Hoynowski
made a fabulous shoelace catch in the
bottom of the second and after Jurist
singled for Phoenix in the third,
PEPCO shortstop Pat Peterpaul
pulled off a slick second-to-first
double play.

PEPCO added a run in the bottom
of the third when Hellwig singled
and scored on Fisher�s single to right.
In the fourth, PEPCO took an 8-3
lead by adding two more runs.
Kaufman chopped a double to left
field and Greg Peterpaul pounded an
RBI single to center. After Peterpaul
was thrown out attempting to reach
second, Butch Toriello thumped a
solo home run over the left field
fence.

Lameira, the PEPCO pitcher who
was quite effective from the third
through the eighth innings, held
Phoenix to a double from Mark O�Dea
in the fifth and a single to Andy Reale
in the sixth. Also, PEPCO second
baseman Torsiello initiated a smooth
second-to-first double play in the sixth
inning. In the meantime, PEPCO
added another run in the lower half
of the fifth when Hellwig and Lameira
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MURANO, MAHER, HOEZEL MASTERMIND GETAWAY

James Gang Stays at Large;
�Snakes� St. Patrick, 20-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Patrick appeared to hold the
upper hand, but a nine-run massacre
in the top of the seventh inning al-
lowed the St. James �Gang� to snake
its way out of a tight spot and come up
with a 20-14 victory at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 14.
Steve Murano, Tom Maher and Jim
Hoelzel combined for 10 hits, 10 RBI
and 10 runs scored to mastermind
the miraculous getaway.

The James Gang came out with
guns a blazing in the top of the first.
Pete DeChristofaro looped a single
into shallow left field, Lou Balestriere
poked an RBI single to left, then
Hoelzel reached base on a force out.
Murano thrashed a single to right
and Maher thumped a two-RBI triple
to deep center. Bill Canata put the
Gang ahead 4-0 when he sacrificed
Maher home.

Matuska, the St. James Gang
pitcher, tossed three innings of per-
fect ball. In the meantime, the Gang
added another run in the third when
Hoelzel singled and scored on
Murano�s triple to the center field
fence. Murano was prevented from
stretching his hit to a home run when
shortstop John Esposito executed a
perfect throw to the plate. In the
fourth, Kucin made a bare-handed,
running catch just behind second
base for St. Patrick.

St. Patrick got determined in the
bottom of the fourth and cast out the
slithery *vermin with an eight-run

retaliation (*Used for story purposes
only). Esposito tripled to right and
scored on Ken Larson�s grounder to
short. Mark DiFrancesco wiggled a
single to center and Al Rezza drove
him home with a single to right. Tom
Kucin and Pat Citera both singled,
then Al Ulichny poked an RBI single
to center. Joe Murano drew an RBI
walk and Esposito ripped a double
down the first baseline to bring in
two-more runs. Larson plunked a
two-RBI single to left to give St.
Patrick an 8-5 lead.

Still with an adequate supply of
ammo, the St. James Gang blasted its
way to an 11-8 lead in the fifth.
DeChristofaro singled, Balestriere
walked and Hoelzel lashed an RBI
single to left. Murano banged a two-
RBI single over third and Maher skid
a single past first. Canata chopped an
RBI single to left, Matuska dumped a
single over second, then Bob Pielhau
whacked a two-RBI single to right.
Shortstop Esposito pulled off a slick
double play when he fielded a
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
1998 WESTFIELD SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS�The Mattress Factory successfully defended its title by
defeating Chaos, 13-4, in the fifth game. Pictured left to right, are: front row; Chris Masterson, Rob Rowland, Kevin
Lombardi, Mike Varano, Tim Walsh and Kevin Zippler, back row; Al Manzi, Scott Johnson, Gene Mirabella, Gary
Nicorak, team sponsor Rich Shovlin, Ron Shovlin, Clint Factor and Tom Perotta.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING HIS THIRD RUN�Jim Hellwig, No. 5, of PEPCO connects with
home base and with Phoenix catcher Dan O�Dea, No. 10, and scores his third
run of the game in the fifth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME RUN CONGRATULATIONS�John Oblichinski, right, of D & L
Locksmiths receives congratulations from teammate Lee Hoy as he rounds third
after crushing a solo homer. See additional picture on page 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON ITS WAY TO EDEN�Scott Johnson of the Mattress Factory hammers a
solo home run past Chaos right fielder Mike Paradise in the championship game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILED OUT AT HOME�Big Steve Murano of the St. James �Gang� gets
called out at home when St. Patrick catcher Pat Citera puts on the tag in the
third inning. Citera barely hung onto the ball, but the James Gang won 20-14.

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVISION B CHAMPIONS�C & C Landscaping won the Scotch Plains Softball League Title on August 12. Pictured
from the left, are: Vinnie Rappa, Tom Bruemmer, Vito Castaldo, Mike Parkhill, Rich Johns, Paul Gosdick, Jim Talbot,
Eric Berger, Joe Kilberg, Duane Hall, Phil Russo and Jason Berger. See story on page 13.


