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Mayor�s Reelection, Passage of School Bond, Closing of  Elm St. Stores
Among Top News Stories Reported During The Second Half of 1998
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor�s Note: This is the final of
a two-part series of articles summa-
rizing news events for the second
half of 1998.

*  *  *  *  *
The second half of 1998 continued

with a number of news events, culmi-
nating with the reelection of Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim and passage of the
$11.7 million school referendum.

July
The Town Council moved ahead

with its revision of the town zoning
ordinance. The revised code addresses
everything from downtown off-street
parking for businesses, �ham� radio
antennas, and �screening� or shrub-
bery.

West Milford High School Princi-
pal Dr. Jamie P. Edmonds was named
Assistant Superintendent for Schools
for the Westfield school district, re-
placing Dr. David Rock, who retired
earlier in the year.

Westfield�s South Avenue traffic
circle and the Union County light
rail system connecting eastern and
western Union County were among
projects to be funded through a
proposed four-cent increase in the
gasoline tax proposed by Governor
Christine Todd Whitman. That tax
increase, though, was later
scrapped.

Officials from Union County and
the City of Wenzhou, China signed a
Sister City agreement at a ceremony
in Elizabeth. Joseph Ponte announced
his resignation as Director of the
Union County Jail. He was replaced
by Assistant Director James E.
Coleman.

County Freeholders unveiled a
$38.93 million capital improvement
program, which includes the restora-

tion of 11 lakes including the upper
portion of Echo Lake in
Mountainside.

News spread around the down-
town that the leases of the Elm Street
Delicatessen and Backroom An-
tiques, both on Elm Street, would not
by renewed by their landlord, who
planned to lease the space to
Gymboree, a national children�s
clothing retailer.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority and Ogden Martin Systems of
Union Inc. reached an accord whereby
Ogden agreed to lease the Union
County Resource Recovery Facility
in Rahway, more commonly known
as the incinerator, for the next 25
years. County Freeholders said the
deal would help keep the incinerator
financially solvent in a free market
disposal system.

In a related development, a judge
in Atlantic County made a ruling
which all but struck down the pro-
posed Environmental Investment
Charge, or EIC, that was to be charged
on waste generated in counties with
outstanding debt on garbage incin-
erators. Union County had proposed
collecting $18.51 on garbage gener-
ated in the county but not disposed of
at the county incinerator.

Environmentalists protested a pro-
posal for a regional medical facility
to be built in the City of Linden. To
date, the issue has not come back
before the Freeholder board, which
must approve any changes to the
county�s solid waste management
plan.

August
Miss New Jersey, Stephanie

Ferrari, told youngsters about the
importance of preserving the arts in
public schools during a visit to Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield.

The Planning Board approved an

application by the owners of the
former Excellent Diner site, the Lekas
family, to construct a three-story brick
building with retail on the bottom
floor.

In a related development, Mayor
Jardim created an ad hoc committee
to look for the best way to spend
$100,000 of Union County �Pocket

Park� grant money, and another
$100,000 in matching funds from
Westfield.

The grant was originally to be used
by the town to acquire the property
and build a park on the site.

A group of teenagers unsuccess-
fully pleaded with the Town Council
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Courtesy of Jorge Lopez Suero for The Westfield Leader
ROUGH GOING...A utilities truck drives through flooding on North Avenue
near the Scotch Plains border following the Labor Day storm. Nearly half the
town was impacted by either a loss of electricity or downed trees and limbs from
the thunderstorm which produced two tornadoes in the area.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GRAND OPENING...Elected state officials joined with officials of the Town
Bank of Westfield during a ribbon-cutting ceremony held November 20. State
Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco was assisted by Linda Maggio, Execu-
tive Director of The United Fund of Westfield, in cutting the ribbon.

The Staff of The Westfield Leader would like to take this opportunity to wish each
 and every reader the best in 1999. May your New Year be happy, healthy and prosperous.

Burgdorff ERA, Rorden Realty Merge;
Union of Firms Called �The Right Fit�

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Warren and Virginia Rorden of
Rorden Realty have revealed that
they will be closing the doors of their
1898 triangular landmark building
in Westfield after 27 years of dedi-
cated service to merge with Burgdorff
ERA of Westfield.

The decision to merge with
Burgdorff reflects the changing times.
Warren Rorden told The Westfield
Leader, �One of the reasons for the
decision to merge is that the busi-
nesses are changing from small to
national mega brokers.�

Mr. Rorden explained, �We are
really the last independent, so to
speak, in town.� He cited Burgdorff

as �the best-managed in the indus-
try.�

�The merging of our company and
Burgdorff ERA is the right fit,� he
stated.

�Dedication to service at Burgdorff
is one of the main reasons for merg-
ing,� Mr. Rorden observed.

When asked about the trend of
�Mom and Pop� stores being taken
over by larger companies, Mr. Rorden
said, �It�s a different way of doing
business today.� He added that it is
�more costly today to operate a real
estate office than ever before.�

Mr. Rorden will join Burgdorff
ERA as a broker salesman.

Mrs. Rorden will retire after 30
years of dedicated service.

An administrative assistant and
the majority of their salespersons will
join in the merge with Burgdorff.

�We are proud of our integrity and
that is what is most important to us,�
observed Mrs. Rorden.

The highly-esteemed real estate
firm, which was founded in 1971,
has served Westfield, Cranford,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Clark, Plainfield and
neighboring areas while displaying
eye-catching montages of Westfield
homes in their large windows.

Rorden Realty was first housed in
a smaller office on Lenox Avenue
before the historic building on the
corner of Quimby and Elm Streets

was purchased in 1975.
While real estate has been the pri-

mary focus and business, the Rordens
remarked that their unique building
has also housed a �mini-Ticketron,�
providing tickets and information,
and advertising posters for many com-
munity events and venues.

Mr. Rorden noted that the office
has opened its doors for phone-a-
thons for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, while supporting the 4-H club,
Westfield music and theater organi-
zations, and sponsoring a garden in
town.

Rorden Realty has also been in-
volved in the Tot Finder Program

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

REAL ESTATE PIONEER�Warren Rorden, co-founder of Rorden Realty,
prepares for his merger with Burgdorff ERA in Westfield. Mr. Rorden will be
a broker salesman at Burgdorff. He will also continue his service to the
community through the Westfield Rotary Club, the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the American Red Cross.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

PREPARING TO MERGE�Rorden Realty has announced that it will leave its
landmark location at the corner of Quimby and Elm Streets to merge with
Burgdorff ERA in Westfield. Warren and Virginia Rorden established Rorden
Realty in 1971 with a small office on Lenox Avenue, before purchasing their
current building in 1975. Rorden Realty has been a household name for 27 years.
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Gail Vernick Thanked for Her Efforts by Council,
Former Mayor, Ex-Councilman at Last Meeting

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After four years representing the
First Ward on the Town Council,
Gail S. Vernick was thanked for her
efforts by Republicans and Demo-
crats alike at her final governing
body meeting December 22.

Ever since Mrs. Vernick joined the
council in 1995, she has been a strong
advocate for public safety and related
issues, council members emphasized,
including bringing pedestrian safety
signs to the town.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, who also
chairs the local Democratic Party,
said Councilwoman Vernick has �set
a standard for constituent service�
that she now passes on to current and
future council members.

�I wish I had the time and tenacity
to follow� the effort put in by Mrs.
Vernick, he said from the council dais.

One of her Republican colleagues,
Second Ward Councilman Matthew
P. Albano, told Councilwoman
Vernick that she has �a lot of heart
and you serve with a great deal of
dedication, and I thank you for what
you did for the town.�

�You will be a hard act to follow,�
remarked Democratic Third Ward
Councilman John J. Walsh.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, who
served with Mrs. Vernick the past
two years and ran against her in this
year�s Mayoral race, said Mrs.
Vernick is, �quite an effective coun-
cil person.� He added that Council-

woman Vernick is �quite a tenacious
person who really fought to get things
done� for her constituents.

�She made my job extremely easy
the first year,� said freshman Repub-
lican First Ward Councilman Gre-
gory S. McDermott, due to the popu-
larity of Councilwoman Vernick
among residents of her ward.

He said she has made public safety
her main emphasis with the pedes-
trian signs, in addition to providing
cellular telephones for school cross-
ing guards and postal workers.

�We (he and Councilman-elect Carl
A. Salisbury) will do our best to fill
your shoes,� he added.

Former Mayor Bud Boothe, who
served with Mrs. Vernick in 1995
and 1996, thanked the councilwoman
particularly for her aggressiveness in
bringing the pedestrian safety signs
to the town.

Jean Sawtelle, a Highland Avenue
and First Ward resident and former
Westfield Republican Committee
Chairwoman, thanked Mrs. Vernick
for her �tireless effort.�

�We won�t forget her and we will
miss her,� said Mrs. Sawtelle.

Kenneth MacRitchie of Trinity
Place, a former councilman, said Mrs.
Vernick is one of the those persons
�who takes responsibility seriously.�
He also noted her �high polished�
run for Mayor this past fall.

Councilwoman Vernick said she
was a bit �overwhelmed� by the ac-
knowledgment of her council work
by governing body members. She

said she was �honored� to have served
on council, �and trying to resolve
problems in a timely fashion.�

�I will definitely cherish these
(council) memories,� she said.

During her tenure, Mrs. Vernick
served as Chairwoman of the Build-
ing and Town Property Committee in
1995 and 1996 and as a committee
member in 1998; as Chairwoman of
the Transportation, Parking and Traf-
fic Committee for part of 1997 and as
a committee member in 1997; as a
member of the Public Safety Com-
mittee from 1995 through 1997 and
as its Chairwoman this year; as a
member of the Public Works Com-
mittee from 1996 through 1998, and
as a member of the Solid Waste Com-
mittee in 1995 and 1996.

Mrs. Vernick was council Liaison
to the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Board of Health
the past two years; to the Recreation
Commission in 1996, and to PANDA
(Preventing Alcohol, Narcotics and
Drug Abuse) in 1995.

In other business at last week�s
meeting, the council authorized a
contract with Kinsey Associates of
Hackettstown at a cost of $14,000 to
develop plan specifications for the
reconstruction of Sycamore Field.

The firm also received a contract
for $4,000 to complete plans for the
construction of a picnic shelter at
Tamaques Park.

The projects are part of improve-
ments authorized under a grant re-
ceived through the county�s �Project

Pocket Park� program. A total of
$40,000 has been earmarked for Sy-
camore, with another $60,000 for
Tamaques. The county provided
$100,000 to the town to upgrade its
parks, with the town providing match-
ing funds in the same amount.

In another item, the governing body
approved the purchase of a second
solar traffic monitor at over $13,000.
The free-standing device registers
the speed of approaching traffic to
help reduce speeding.

Also approved was a $32,110 con-
tract to F&R Safety Products of
Ridgeland for entry signs to Westfield
at the town�s borders with surround-
ing communities. The town solicited
bids a second time after receiving only
one bid earlier, which was nearly three
times what the town had budgeted.

Inauguration Set
For New Year�s Day
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim will be

sworn into a second term when the
Town Council holds its inauguration
ceremony tomorrow, Friday, Janu-
ary 1, beginning at 3 p.m. in the
Town Council Chambers of the Mu-
nicipal Building.

Also taking the oath of office will
be First Ward Councilman-elect Carl
A. Salisbury, along with Second
Ward Councilman James J. Gruba,
Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh, and Fourth Ward Council-
man Lawrence A. Goldman.

A reception in the Community
Room will follow the ceremony.
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to preserve dirt mounds located off Dun-
ham Avenue. The mounds have been
used for years by adventurous bikers as
an obstacle course. Town officials feared
the insurance risk such an activity could
have for the town. The mounds were later
destroyed.

Statistical Research Incorporated of
Prospect Street announced it was going
up against television ratings industry gi-
ant Nielsen Media Research. The four
major networks all issued letters of in-
tent to provide the $60 million necessary
for Statistical Research to take its method
of measuring television viewership na-
tionally.

The Leader ran a three-part series on
property taxes, in which it was reported
that the average Westfield property owner
pays $7,000 a year in property taxes. The
average home in Westfield is assessed at
$174,000, with a market value of
$300,000.

A fire at Edwards Supermarket on Elm
Street damaged a rear storage room. A
store sprinkler system helped prevent
the fire from spreading.

September
The Board of Education discussed

plans to create a citizens advisory panel
to look at a proposed $11.7 million bond
referendum for the district, to cover ma-
jor improvements to school buildings, as
well as additional classrooms at two
schools.

ShopRite opened a convenience store
at the Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
complex on Boynton Avenue. While
Wakefern Food Corporation, which op-
erates ShopRite stores, has stores in oc-
cupational centers, the Westfield store is
the first located within a seniors citizens
center.

School officials ripped the state De-
partment of Education�s �School-to-
Work� Initiative, which requires that
11th- and 12th-grade students spend one
day per week in the workforce in order to
graduate from high school. This follows
a path that begins as early as kindergar-
ten through grade 4, where kids are intro-
duced to careers. By 10th grade, students
would select from a list of careers.

Faced with heavy opposition from en-
vironmentalists, the Freeholder board
withdrew an ordinance which would have
paved the way for Earth Care Systems of
South Plainfield to build a $6 million,
12,000-square-foot medical waste facil-
ity in Linden. The matter was referred to
the Union County Utilities Authority.

A sudden thunderstorm hit the area on
Labor Day, producing top sustained winds
clocked at 100 miles per hour. It was later
revealed that a tornado had touched down
in neighboring Clark.

The Westfield Town Council appro-
priated $200,000 for its storm cleanup
effort; half that amount was later funded
through emergency aid via the state De-
partment of Transportation.

The Freeholders handed out checks to
officials from the 21 municipalities in
the county, totaling $1.7 million, to fund
the board�s �open space initiative,� oth-
erwise known as �Project Pocket Park.�

The Westfield Council approved the
creation of a housing commission which
will be responsible for identifying resi-
dential housing properties in need of
rehabilitation grant money and low inter-
est loans.

It will be operated by a volunteer
board, with no money appropriated from
town funds, and will assist property own-
ers in making applications for grants or
low-interest loans.

October
Mayor Jardim took responsibility for a

telephone poll conducted allegedly by a
firm in Washington D.C. Half of the cost
of the poll was picked up by the state
Democratic Party, with the remainder
paid by the Mayor�s reelection campaign.

Those conducting the poll, according
to some people who received telephone
calls, made some negative comments
regarding Republican Councilwoman and
Mayoral candidate Gail S. Vernick and
her husband, Dr. Harris Vernick.

Both houses of the New Jersey Legis-
lature introduced bills to deregulate the
state�s natural gas and electricity indus-
try. The Assembly version was co-spon-
sored by Assemblyman Richard H. Bag-
ger of Westfield.

Visiting the Westfield Council later in
the year, Mr. Bagger explained that the
legislation calls for a cut of up to 10 percent
on electric bills. Additional savings could
be achieved through a system of aggrega-
tion, where towns and organizations gain
favorable prices for electricity and gas heat
for their residents and members through
the public bidding process.

A previously approved plan by the
Town Council to add 71 parking spaces
at Tamaques Park by paving over a
portion of the green park land was heavily
criticized by area residents during meet-
ings of the Recreation Commission and
the council. Later in the year, the coun-
cil banned parking on the park�s road-
way.

The Westfield Neighborhood Council
held its first street fair on Cacciola Place
in an effort to acquaint the entire commu-
nity with the neighborhood and the work-
ings of the council.

The Westfield school board officially
approved an $11.7 million bond referen-
dum for improvements at schools, addi-
tional classrooms, and wiring for the
Internet in all of the district�s schools.

Roger McGuinn of the 1960s rock

group The Byrds entertained some 500
people during a concert at Westfield
High School sponsored by The Westfield
Jaycees.

The Town Council reached a compro-
mise on how to appropriate �Pocket Park�
grant money and matching town funds.
Under the plan, Gumbert Park was given
$70,000; Sycamore Field, $60,000; and
Tamaques Park, $40,000. Another
$30,000 was geared for �various parks
and recreational facilities.�

Mayor Jardim announced that he had
dismissed his Campaign Manager, Ken-
neth Rotter, in order to take more control
of his campaign following the telephone
poll controversy.

President Bill Clinton signed into law
the water resources package for the 1999
Federal budget, which designates $9.9
million towards flood control construc-
tion projects in parts of Middlesex and
Somerset Counties, as sought for years
by the Green Brook Flood Control Com-
mission.

Former Westfield Mayor H. Emerson
Thomas, 96, was among those honored
during the annual �Faith in Westfield�
awards program sponsored the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce.

The Westfield League of Women Vot-
ers sponsored a candidates forum, in-
cluding one hour for the eight council
candidates and a second hour for the
three mayoral contenders � the only
local forum presented after Republicans
decided against the makeup of the fo-
rums in neighboring Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside. Six Free-
holder candidates faced off in an event
held in Cranford.

November
Democrats beat their Republican coun-

terparts by winning the Mayor�s race and
three of the four council seats, thus de-
creasing the GOP majority to 5-4 come
January, as it was in 1997.

Victorious were Mayor Jardim over
Republican Mrs. Vernick and indepen-
dent Norman N. Greco in the Mayor�s
race. Mayor Jardim won by a margin of
over 1,600 votes, taking all 25 voting
districts in the process.

In the council races, Democrat Carl A.
Salisbury defeated Republican Jon
Bramnick in the First Ward; incumbent
Republican James J. Gruba beat Demo-
crat Joe Stoner in the Second Ward;
incumbent Democrat John J. Walsh was
victorious over Republican Noreen Lund
in the Third Ward, and incumbent Demo-
crat Lawrence A. Goldman turned back a
challenge from Republican Thomas
Cusimano in the Fourth Ward council
race.

Republican Congressman Bob Franks
won a fourth term by beating Democrat
Maryanne S. Connelly, the Mayor of
Fanwood, in his biggest Congressional
challenge to date. Mr. Franks won by
some 12,000 tallies in the Seventh Dis-
trict race, a district that includes Westfield
and Mountainside.

Democratic incumbents Daniel P.
Sullivan of Elizabeth, Mary P. Ruotolo
of Westfield and Lewis Mingo of
Plainfield defeated Republicans George
P. Gore of Plainfield, Juan Fernandez of
New Providence and Andrew J.
MacDonald of Fanwood in the county
Freeholder race.

Long-term Democratic Sheriff Ralph
G. Froehlich easily defeated Republican
Esther Guzman-Malcolm, a Sheriff�s
officer, to win an eighth three-year term.

In lieu of bagging the meters in the
downtown for the holiday season, the
Town Council approved the use of a
courtesy ticket program. The green tick-
ets provide an additional 30 minutes of
shopping parking over the two-hour limit
on meters which have expired.

It was decided that each motorist would
be given a maximum of one courtesy
ticket. Parking violations officers re-
placed the courtesy tickets after the 30
minutes were up with summonses.

Angry residents in the vicinity of Gary
Kehler Stadium complained to the Board
of Education following a Friday night
Westfield High School football game on
October 23. Portable lights were used
during the game against Linden High
School. Residents complained over the
noise, lights and parking problems cre-
ated by night games.

The Friends of Mindowaskin Park
announced that they were seeking a mu-
nicipal ordinance to ban the feeding of
Canadian geese at the park. The ordi-
nance is seen as the first step in address-
ing the problem of geese debris through-
out the park.

The Freeholders approved a $3 mil-
lion bond ordinance to upgrade the infra-
structure surrounding Linden Airport.
The airport is being redeveloped to in-
clude a hotel and movie theater, along
with a new terminal building and hanger
buildings.

The Westfield Leader reported in mid-
November that pilots flying the newly
established 220- and 260-degree routes
for departing Newark International Air-
port aircraft were unclear about the new
flight instructions. As a result, they were
apparently flying into the arrival air space
for LaGuardia Airport. The new routes
were intended to place airplanes over
industrial areas when climbing to their
final altitudes.

On another matter, the speculation
over whether the Division of Motor Ve-
hicles Inspection Station on South Av-
enue would close ended with the an-

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
• A Springfield resident reported the

theft of a cellular telephone valued at
$50 from his motor vehicle, which was
parked at the rear of a South Avenue
property.

• Jamal Jeffery Baldwin, 27, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
shoplifting based on a complaint from a
North Avenue department store, accord-
ing to police. Bail on that charge was set
at $275.

Baldwin, who was also taken into
custody on warrants out of Millburn,
North Plainfield, Newark, Irvington and
Morris Plains, was arrested the follow-
ing day and charged with driving with a
revoked license at Elm and Orchard

Streets, authorities confirmed. He was
released after posting $1,000 bail.

• Lewis Citer, 43, of Santa Monica,
California, was arrested at Central Av-
enue and Clifton Street and charged with
driving with a revoked license, according
to police. He posted $1,000 bail and was
released.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• An East Orange resident told police

he was assaulted by a Westfield resident
on Windsor Avenue. Authorities said no
one has been charged and no complaints
have been filed in connection with the
incident.

• A resident of Saint Marks Avenue
reported that a diamond pendant valued
at $2,700 was stolen from her residence.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
• One hundred block of Tamaques

Way � unintentional alarm.
• Three hundred block of North Av-

enue West � emergency medical call.
• Eight hundred block of Bradford

Avenue � gasoline spill in garage.
• Five hundred block of Springfield

Avenue � unintentional alarm.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22

• One hundred block of Park Street
� wire down.

• Seven hundred block of Belvidere
Avenue � lock out.

• One hundred block of Marlboro
Street � lock out.

• East Broad Street and North Av-
enue � automobile accident/extrica-
tion.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street � unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Elm Street �

system malfunction.
• Two hundred block of Eton Place �

gas odor investigation.
• Three hundred block of Woods End

Road � oven fire/smoke scare.
• One hundred block of Harrison Av-

enue � smoke scare/oven fire.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24

• One hundred block of Elm Street �
system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Elm Street �
system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Ayliffe Av-
enue � system malfunction.

• Eight hundred block of Tice Place
� structure fire.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street � unintentional alarm.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
• One hundred block of Gallows Hill

Road � unintentional alarm.
• Six hundred block of Sherwood

Parkway � carbon monoxide detector
activation.

• Two hundred block of Kimball Av-
enue � unintentional alarm.

• Seven hundred block of Westfield
Avenue � oil burner malfunction.

• Two hundred block of Scotch Plains
Avenue � good intent call.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
• Three hundred block of Woods End

Road � carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Eight hundred block of
Shackamaxon Drive � service call/wa-
ter condition.

nouncement that it would be upgraded
and stay open.

The facility is one of 35 stations state-
wide now operated by the California-
based Parsons Infrastructure and Tech-
nology Group. It has been retrofit with
new, modern equipment to meet updated,
tougher Federal government clear air
standards.

Jane Ormsby Zito, owner of Hems R
Us, was forced to change the name of her
seamstress business on South Avenue
under the threat of legal action from Toys
R Us. The national toy retailer stated that
Ms. Zito had infringed on the Toys R Us
trademark.

Ms. Zito said she will change the name
of her business to �Hems 4 U.�

Westfield Rotarians honored Austin
B. Sayre as the 12th recipient of the
annual Charles Bailey Humanitarian of
the Year Award. The 40-year resident
was recognized for over 20 years of com-
munity service to Westfield.

Over 1,000 persons attended the offi-
cial grand opening of the Town Bank of
Westfield on November 21. The institu-
tion is the first locally-owned, indepen-
dent commercial bank to open in the
town in over 70 years.

A bank in neighboring Fanwood was
the scene of an armed robbery November
17. The robbery marked the first holdup
of a bank in Fanwood since the borough
was founded more than a century ago.

Law enforcement officials confirmed
more than $6,000 was taken in the heist.
The suspected bank robber, 20-year-old
Michael Terrance Howard of Plainfield,
was killed by police November 25 after
opening fire on several officers who were
attempting to arrest him on Route 22 at
the Scotch Plains-Mountainside border.

Howard had also been wanted for
murder in Baltimore and for shooting
two police officers in Plainfield the day
before he was killed.

Karwin Brown, 19, of Somerset was
arrested and charged with fatally shoot-
ing another man in the parking lot of
Club Malibu in neighboring Scotch Plains
on November 27.

The shooting was believed to have
been in retaliation for an incident several
months earlier in which Brown was al-
legedly stabbed by the victim, authori-
ties said. Another teenager was discov-
ered on Terrill Road with a gunshot
wound around the same time the Malibu
incident occurred.

December
Faced with a council chambers filled

with angry commuters, the Town Coun-
cil decided to amend a proposed change
in parking permit fees. Originally, the
council planned to double the fees to $40
a month at the South Avenue railroad
station parking lot, and $20 per month at
the Watterson Street lot.

Instead, the governing body cut the
increase in half, thus setting 1999 fees at
$30 a month at the train station lot, and
$15 at the Watterson lot.

Non-residents at Watterson will pay
$22.50 each monthly. Permits can be
paid annually, semi-annually and quar-
terly. A proposal to offer discounts to
persons paying once or twice a year was
rescinded.

Actress Susan Wood, a 1986 graduate
of Westfield High School, was profiled
in The Leader after joining the cast of the
Jamie Foxx Show on the Warner Broth-
ers, better known as the WB, network.

Westfield voters overwhelmingly gave
their support to an $11.7 million bond
referendum for improvements to school
buildings, construction of new classrooms
at two schools, and for technology initia-
tives. The bond passed by a margin of
2,800 to 1,033 votes.

The community celebrated the 10th
anniversary of the Westfield Memorial
Library with a gala at the library attended
by many past and present members of the
Friends of the Westfield Library, as well
as current and former school and town
officials.

The council began reviewing 1999
municipal budget requests, including two
new fire pumpers for the fire department,
new restroom/storage facilities for
Gumbert and Tamaques Parks, and a
proposed addition for the Public Works
Center on North Avenue.

The county received $3.7 million in
state grants aimed at Welfare reform.
The county�s Welfare program was named
one of the top 10 programs which re-
ceived Welfare-to-Work grants this past
year. The state money will be used to
purchase clothes for Welfare recipients
recently placed into jobs, and for funds to
transport them to and from work.

Amalgamated General Agencies
(AGA) was named as the new insurance
representative for the Town of Westfield,
replacing Bollinger Fowler (which has
changed its name over the years). The
latter had the contract for the town for
half a century.

Democrats charged politics in the ap-
pointment, which was made following a
vote along party lines, due to the fact that
AGA is owned in part by Ronald Frigerio,
a Republican former Mayor of Westfield.
Republicans hold the majority on the
council.

The Freeholder board approved a reso-
lution slamming a New York City plan to
transport the city�s garbage by barge to
sites in Newark and Carteret. After that,
trash would be off-loaded, placed in con-
tainers and shipped to sites in and out of
New Jersey.
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for 20 years, which supplies decals
for homes in order to make
firefighters aware of the rooms which
are occupied by children in the event
of a fire.

The Rordens reminisced about their
�Do You Know Westfield� project,
which awarded a T-shirt to citizens
who could identify landmarks from a
picture placed in The Westfield
Leader.

The T-shirt would read, �Do You
Know Westfield? � We Do! �
Rorden Realty.�

And the Rordens and their staff at

Rorden Realty have undoubtedly
known Westfield and the needs of its
citizens for over two decades.

�We hope we�ve had some im-
pact,� said Mrs. Rorden.

�People will miss our location be-
cause of all we�ve contributed to com-
munity service,� Mr. Rorden added.

�We�re not going anywhere,� Mrs.
Rorden explained, citing that the
Rordens will continue to remain ac-
tive in Westfield in several organiza-
tions.

Mr. Rorden revealed that he will
maintain his service with the
Westfield Rotary Club, the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce, and
the American Red Cross.

Jean Massard, Vice President of
Burgdorff ERA and Manager for 11
years, said she could not be happier
about the marriage of the Westfield
real estate firms.

�I have known Warren Rorden
around 30 years in the real estate
business. He has run his business the
way Burgdorff runs theirs,� she
stressed.

She added that she respects the
professionalism and integrity of
Rorden Realty. She stated that both
Rorden Realty and Burgdorff focus
on �doing business in the proper way
to benefit the client.�

�I know that Warren has always
taught that to his agents. That is what
we stand for,� she added.

�It�s a wonderful group over there.
I�ve always felt close to the Rorden
people. I have great respect for their
team,� she concluded.

Rorden Realty to Merge
With Burgdorff ERA

Closing of Long-Time Elm Street Stores
Among Stories for Second Half of 1998

Recent Home Sales

R. E. Thompson, Jr. to Raymond, Jr.
and Lori B. Yarusi, 1229 Prospect Street,
$305,000.

J. E. and H. Geoghan to Jeffrey B. and
Claudia Frankel, 15 Breeze Knoll Drive,
$595,000.

M. A. Birchall � Trustee to Michael
J. and Luz M. Oates, 1070 Lawrence
Avenue, $342,500.

Y. S. and Y. J. Chun to Luis Garfias-
Mesias and Hweekoon Tay, 713 Girard
Avenue, $237,000.

H. and L. Goss to Richard J. and Claire
E. Hughes, 13 Faulkner Drive, $237,000.

P. J. Snyder to Jeffrey R. and Alison V.
Torres, 1000 Tice Place, $274,000.

Raymond, Jr. and Lori B. Yarusi to
Wendi J. Cohen, 1501 Pinegrove Av-
enue, $210,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Company,
Inc. to Weldon and Alma M. Chin, 459
Whittier Avenue, $370,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Company,
Inc., Ergino and Dina M. Messercola,
447 Whittier Avenue, $120,000.

J. Donnelly to Cheryl J. Oberdorf, 30
Gallowae, $432,500.

J. D�Aiutolo to Barry Buckland, 257
Orchard Street, $235,000.

H. J. and J. L. Hall to Catherine Barone
and Carolyn Urso, 260 Prospect Street,
$247,500.

S. and R. Arbes to Patricia and Robert
Shakal, 320 Highgate Avenue, $270,000.

J. Calenda to Linda A. Terjesen, 545
Carleton Road, $273,000.

E. F. and T. Dugan to Alan M. and
Marie-Laure Wexler, 558 Boulevard,
$519,000.

B. T. and D. N. Dunnan to Judith S.
Kassan, 519 Trinity Place, $172,000.

R. M. and K. V. Shovlin to Jason
Meyer, 608 Fourth Avenue, $131,600.

W. Wilson to Thomas J. and Kristin

M. Fuccillo, 525 Hillcrest Avenue,
$272,500.

R. L. and C. Friedman to Richard L.
and Kathleen M. Carlson, 912 Stevens
Avenue, $445,000.

M. G. Lefkowitz and T. M. Olitt to
Stewart A. and Carin C. Ritter, 780
Norgate, $535,000.

LET�S HAVE BREAKFAST�First-, second- and third-grade students at
Washington Elementary School in Westfield recently enjoyed �Breakfast with
the Principal.� Pictured are Connie Odell, Principal, with students as they share
stories, bagels and juice.

MUSICAL GIRL SCOUTS�In October, seven Girl Scouts from the Washing-
ton Rock Council of Westfield attended the first Arbor Chamber Music Society
concert, Klezmer and Classical, at St. Paul�s Episcopal Church in Westfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Anya Kaplan, Emily Kieczykowski, Alena
Fleming, Katherine Tutela, Kimeya Koparkar, Ilene Goodman and Ellen
Ramage; back row, clarinetist David Krakauer, cellist Semyon Fridman, Aaron
Davis, pianist and Arbor Director Lenore Fishman Davis and violinist Maria
Bachmann. The Arbor Society will hold its second concert of the season,
featuring music by Mozart, Schubert and Berlioz, on Sunday, January 17, at 4
p.m. in St. Paul�s Episcopal Church.

Rutgers Cooperative Offers
Tips For Secure Finances

WESTFIELD � Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County has
offered five steps to help consumers
prepare for a secure financial future.

• Set financial goals � Figure out
what you want out of life over the
next few years. Then, figure out what
it is likely to cost and how many
years you have to accumulate the
money necessary to fund your finan-
cial goals.

• Get Started � Figure out how
much you can set aside each month
for each goal and do it � no excuses.
The best approach is to develop a
spending plan or budget and make
saving and investing a part of your
regular monthly expenses along with
your rent and telephone bill.

If the amount you can afford to set
aside is less than what you need to
save to reach your goals, you may
have to reexamine your priorities or
delay certain goals. But, don�t aban-
don your financial plans entirely.
Even if you can�t do everything,
whatever you manage to set aside
now will reduce the amount you need
to save later.

• Match Products and Goals �
Investigate the best places to save
and invest for each of your goals.
This will depend on how much time
you have to meet a goal, your in-
come, your ability to tolerate risk,
and how you intend to use the money.

• Monitor Progress � At least once
a year, assess your progress by asking
yourself the following questions:
Have your goals changed? Are your
savings and investments performing
as expected? Do you need to adjust
your asset mix? Could you be saving
more money?

• Carefully Select Advisors � You
may be able to develop and carry out
a financial plan on you own using
discount brokers and no-load mutual

funds. Public libraries, book stores,
and the Internet are all good sources
of information about financial plan-
ning strategies and saving and in-
vestment products.

However, if you decide you need or
want the help of a financial profes-
sional � either in developing a plan
or in choosing the products to imple-
ment it � determine in advance the
services you want. Then narrow your
selection to two or three properly
licensed professionals who special-
ize in your needed services, are expe-
rienced, and have clean disciplinary
records.

For further information, please con-
tact Dr. Ensle at Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Union County at (908)
654-9854.

SUPER SCIENTISTS�Students in Cynthia Ziegler�s seventh-grade science
class at Edison Intermediate School recently completed their study of the basic
unit of life, the cell, and the organelles which enable the cell to carry out the life
processes. The students expressed their creativity by building their own cells.
Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Richie Moran, Rachel Trissett, and Mrs.
Ziegler; front row: Danielle Gelber, Michael Checchio, Stephen Rizzetta, and
Annika Danielsson.

Elizabethtown Water Co.
Offers Recommendations
To Prevent  Pipe Freezing

WESTFIELD � Elizabethtown
Water Company has prepared some
tips to help customers protect their
plumbing throughout the winter.

• Start by closing the stop and
waste valves on outside hose fau-
cets. The valves are not located near
the faucet, but inside the basement
wall. Once the valve is closed tightly,
drain the outside piping and remove
hoses from outside faucets.

• Insulate pipes located near out-
side walls, garages and basements.
Rags or old blankets can be used
instead of commercial insulation ma-
terials.

• Repair cracks and broken win-
dow panes in the basement and open
cabinet doors under all sinks to al-
low warm air to circulate around
exposed pipes and further safeguard
against freezing.


