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Westfield High School Students
Chosen for State Orchestra, Choir

TALENTED ARTISTS...Westfield High School (WHS) students who were
recently chosen as members of the 1998 New Jersey Region II Orchestra and
Region II Choir, left to right, are: Mohamed Ibrahim, Peter Yu, Christina Yang,
Isabel Chen, and Yair Ghitza; middle row, Andy Bhasin, Allen Yu, Marina Yu,
Beth Satkin, and Dierdre Lynn; front row, Kristina Williams, Leanne Meriton,
Natalie Warren and Colleen Donovan. Not pictured is Sung Bin Lee.

Fifteen Westfield High School
(WHS) students were recently
chosen to be members of the

1998 New Jersey Region II Or-
chestra and Region II Choir.

Auditioning against students
from the Region II area, which
encompasses greater central
New Jersey, WHS vocalists Col-
leen Donovan, Leanne Meriton,
Natalie Warren and Kristi Will-
iams were selected for the Re-
gion II Chorus.

Instrumentalists Andy Bhasin,
Yair Ghitza, Mohamed Karim
Ibrahim, Sung Bin Lee, Deirdre
Lynn, Beth Satkin, Isabel Shen,
Christina Yang, Allen Yu, Marina
Yu and Peter Yu captured posi-
tions in the Region II Orchestra.

In addition to participating in the
chorus or orchestra, Colleen
Donovan and Marina Yu, both se-
niors, share the distinction of be-
ing chosen for the Region II Cho-
rus and Orchestra, respectively,
for the fourth year in a row.

Other honors were achieved
by Natalie Warren, an 11th grader
selected as a chorus soloist, and
by ninth graders Peter and Allen
Yu who were named as orchestra
concertmaster and principal cel-
list, respectively.

WHS music teacher Raymond
Wojcik and vocal teachers James
Beil and William Mathews praised
their students for their accom-
plishments.

Linda King, Director of Fine
Arts for the Westfield Public
Schools, added, “The achieve-
ments of these students reflect
their exceptional talent and the
fine work of their teachers. We
are very proud of their efforts.”

Historical Society Reveals
Presentation of Rare Map

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A PIECE OF HISTORY…Herbert F. Sailer, Jr. stands beside an original copy
of the first map of Union County, which he restored and presented to the
Westfield Historical Society. The rare document, published just five years
after the creation of Union County in 1857, includes topographical and
geographical detail, as well as small vignettes about the area.

Herbert F. Sailer, Jr. presented an
original copy of the first map of Union
County to the Westfield Historical
Society at its membership meeting on
January 15 at the Community Room of
the Municipal Building in Westfield.

The map, created by Ernest L.
Meyer, one of the top cartographers
and surveyors in the county’s his-
tory, includes a very accurate repre-
sentation of Westfield Township at a
time when the central village was just
beginning to grow, according to Soci-
ety Curator Ralph H. Jones.

Published just five years after the
creation of Union County in 1857, the
rare map is done in color, with some
topographical geographical detail, and
measures 54 by 41 inches, according
to a spokesman for the Historical So-
ciety.

A surveyor himself, Mr. Sailer ac-
quired the map when he took over the
surveying business of Edward

Grassman years ago. He then spent
hours restoring it and financed the
framing and enclosure in glass.

The map was accepted on behalf of
the Historical Society by Vice Presi-
dent Robert Miller. It will hang in the
Community Room on loan to the town.

Library’s Annual Report
Spotlights Achievements

What breed of dog was Toto from
the movie The Wizard of Oz? Can you
find the quotation “Let him who de-
sires peace prepare for war” in Latin?
What is the sales tax in Chicago?

These are just a small example of the
26,879 reference questions answered
by the librarians at the Westfield
Memorial Library in 1997, according
to a spokeswoman for the library.

The library also welcomed approxi-
mately 377,936 visitors, the equiva-
lent of every resident visiting the li-
brary 13.09 times during the year, the
spokeswoman said.

Circulation of library materials was
323,558, or 11.21 items, per resident.

The Westfield Library’s Annual
Report highlights these facts and
other accomplishments for the year.
Over 5,300 Westfield children attended
programs at the library, ranging from
Toddler Time to class visits and spe-
cial events, the spokeswoman ex-
plained.

In addition to the heavy use of the
library facilities, the library also re-
ceived $29,558 from individuals and
groups in Westfield, and the Friends
of the Library donated another $29,000.

The most popular book in the adult
collection was found to be “The
Partner” by John Grisham, while the
most popular children’s book was
“Miss Nelson is Missing” by Harry
Allard.

By far the most popular video was
Fargo. Of books on cassette at the
library, John Gray’s “Men are from
Mars, Women are from Venus” had
the highest circulation in the adult
collection, and “Matilda” by Roald
Dahl went out most from the children’s
collection, said the spokeswoman.

Copies of the 1997 Annual Report
are available at the library. By the way,
Toto was a Cairn Terrier, “Qui desiderat
pacem, preparet bellum” is the Latin
quotation, and the sales tax in Chi-
cago is 8.75 percent.

Project Graduation Plans
Are Well Underway at WHS
Plans are well underway for an all-

night substance-free party for the se-
niors of Westfield High School on
their graduation night, Thursday, June
18, according to a spokesman for the
event.

The party, Project Graduation –
Bash ’98, is being co-sponsored by
the Optimist Club of Westfield, the
Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Organization, and the West-
field Recreation Commission.

The purpose of Project Graduation
is to avoid the tragic automobile acci-
dents that can occur from drinking
and driving following traditional cel-
ebrations after events such as gradu-
ation, said the spokesman.

“Last year’s party was a great suc-
cess by attracting 271 students, or 90
percent of the graduating class,” noted
Project Advisor Donald Pray, “and we
are hoping to surpass that level for the
class of 1998.”

This is the ninth year of the West-
field post-graduation party. Ricochet
Racquet in South Plainfield has been
reserved for the event.

The party will take place after gradu-
ation from 10 p.m. until 7 a.m. the next
morning, and bus transportation will
be provided for the students depart-
ing from the high school.

Activities available at the club in-
clude racquetball, swimming, basket-
ball, volleyball, and wallyball, which
will be complimented by a disk jockey,
dancing, massages, sumo wrestling,
pedestal joust, nail art, lip-synch con-

test, laser karaoke, live entertainment
and other student-planned events.

Door prizes and food are continu-
ous throughout the evening and the
grand prize drawing (last year a
Compaq Presario computer) will take
place at breakfast. All seniors will
receive a gift.

Funding for Project Graduation —
BASH ’98 will come from parent con-
tributions, business and professional
donations, grants from Parent-Teacher
Organizations (PTO) and clubs in
town, along with planned fund-rais-
ing events. The total budget for BASH
’98 is approximately $15,500, accord-
ing to the spokesman.

Maureen Mazzarese, a teacher at
Westfield High School, is the advisor
to the project and is forming a senior
student committee to work on the
event.

A survey of the entire senior class
is scheduled to take place today,
Thursday, February 5. Parents inter-
ested in working on the project may
volunteer by mail or contact Darielle
M. Walsh of the Westfield High
School PTO.

Miller-Cory to Highlight
Colonial-Style Valentines

St. Valentine’s Day will be celebrated
at the Miller-Cory House Museum at
614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield
this Sunday, February 8, from 2 to 4
p.m. The last tour of the historic farm-
house will begin at 3:30 p.m.

Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield will
demonstrate how early Americans
made valentines using the techniques
of the period. A variety of prepared
valentines will be on display for visi-
tors to enjoy.

Named in honor of St. Valentinus, a
Roman martyr priest of the third cen-
tury who was known as the patron
saint of lovers, this festive occasion
became a welcome winter treat, ac-
cording to a museum spokeswoman.

The custom of exchanging valen-
tines was brought to America by the
English settlers, but was not widely
celebrated during the 1700s. Lace
papers and hearts produced in En-
gland and Germany often were as-
sembled by hand and sold in America
in the 1800s.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults and 50 cents
for students six years of age and older.
Children under six are admitted free.

Anyone interested in becoming a
Miller-Cory volunteer may call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.

On Sunday, February 15, the mu-
seum will feature a presentation on
butter churning with Joan Barna of

Scotch Plains. For information about
the museum and its calendar of events,
please call the museum office.

Scholarships Main
Topic for Discussion

By Catholic Daughters
The regular meeting of Court Trin-

ity of the Catholic Daughters of
America will be held on Wednesday,
February 11, at 1:30 p.m., at the rectory
of Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

The meeting will be presided over
by its Regent, Anna Checchio. Hospi-
tality Chairwoman Julia Piscopo will
provide refreshments.

Court Trinity traditionally awards
scholarships each spring, usually to
students of the Holy Trinity Inter-
Parochial School, and these will be the
main topic of the meeting. Members
are urged to attend and to make their
opinions known.

Also, applications for the New Jer-
sey State Court scholarships will be
available. These are for college level,
and are open to all members’ children
and grandchildren.

The State Court will hold its annual
Day of Recollection on Sunday, April
25, at St. Joseph’s Shrine in Sterling.

Any Catholic woman wanting to
join may call Mrs. Checchio at 233-
5843.

Westfield Old Guard
Seeks Bridge Players
The Westfield Old Guard is looking

for retired area bridge players inter-
ested in joining the group’s duplicate
bridge games.

The sessions are held every Tues-
day and Thursday afternoons at
12:30 p.m. at the Community Room in
the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield. Please call
Ed Brecka at (908) 654-6518 for fur-
ther details.


