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All letters to the Editor must bear
a signature, a street address and a
daytime telephone number so au-
thors may be verified. Letters that
are E-mailed to the Editor also must
contain a daytime telephone num-
ber. Our E-mail address is
“press@goleader.com.”

Letters may be no longer than one-
and-a- half pages, typewritten and
double-spaced. Letters must be typed
upper and lower case. All letters are
subject to editing due to space limi-
tations and style.

The deadline for letters is Friday
by 4 p.m., if they are to appear in the
following issue.
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By Michael S. Goldberger

The Apostle: Some of
That Old Time Religion
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FLASH IN THE PAN
In addition to enhancing efficiency or

“the quality of life,” new technologies,
such as computers or television, result in
the creation of many new words or ex-
pressions.

Consider the flintlock rifle, for ex-
ample. The flintlock did little to improve
life; on the contrary, it was quite efficient
in taking it. But, it did add a bright figure
of speech to our vocabulary.

The flintlock, a Colonial-period
weapon, was in use from the 1600s to
about 1850.

Its name was derived from a piece of
flint in the hammer of the rifle that
produced a spark when released. This
spark, in turn, ignited a small quantity of
priming powder in the “pan,” thus firing
the main charge.

Flintlock rifles were not always reli-
able. Occasionally, the priming powder
in the pan failed to ignite the main charge.
This resulted in a brilliant flash, but
little else — or so it seemed at the time.

The legacy of this inconsistent weapon
was a flashy new metaphor, “flash in the
pan,” which came to mean “a person who
failed to fulfill his early promise or whose
brilliance was short lived.”

If Valentine’s Day was not already
an institution, it would have had to be
invented.

I am sure the second millennium
will not be remembered for its scien-
tific achievements. They will look back
at us in the same kind of awe that we
look at the Pyramids: “How did they
ever do such things with the primitive
tools they had?” will be the comment.

Just at the start of this millennium, in
the late 1100s, poets and minstrels
began singing and making poetry for
ladies. They were the ones who secu-
larized the words “love” and “pas-
sion.”

Now it all comes down to my oldest
daughter approaching 16. The day af-
ter Valentine’s Day, she and her friends
sit around the dining room table and
count their cards.

Of course all cards from relatives
and family are discarded. Since nearly
all the cards are anonymous, there is
room for cheating. Last year one of the
girls sent 15 cards to herself. Unfortu-
nately they were all exactly the same
card. She was expelled from the meet-
ing.

The winner gets no prize, but she is
envied, which is even better than a
prize.

It all ends up with me running around
like a fiend trying to find a gift for my
wife which shows sentiment, love and
gratitude. Luckily, diamonds are not
my wife’s best friend. Nor is a robe,
which is usually my last resort.

This year the present will be a bottle
of perfume at 500 times its cost. I will
get three ties which I will wear this
spring and summer. I never ask their
cost but I still think $60 a tie is ob-
scene.

Since I can’t say “Happy Valentine’s
Day” to you, I’ll say something even
better. I hope it brings happy memo-
ries, which are the best gift of all.

Human Services Director Thanks
Community for Its Generosity

Since its almost Valentine’s Day, I
thought this would be a most appropri-
ate time to say “thank you” to all those
wonderful caring hearts out there in the
Westfield community who gave so gen-
erously over this past holiday season.

Thanks to your efforts, hundreds of
Westfield men, women and children
were assisted in helping to make their
holidays bright and by restoring their
faith in our community through this
caring and sharing program.

So to all the service groups, schools,

churches and religious organizations,
social and civic group members, I thank
you. And to the private individuals and
families who donated to The Caring
Neighbor Fund, your donations will
enable this department to provide emer-
gency assistance throughout the year,
not just at holiday time.

Again, a huge “thank you” from my
heart to yours.

Lillian W. Corsi,
Human Services Director

Town of Westfield

Request for Town Support to Refurbish
Mindowaskin Park is Money Well Spent

In their continuing effort to restore Mindowaskin
Park to the way it looked in the early part of the 20th
century, the Friends of Mindowaskin Park are now
looking for financial support from the town to up-
grade the park’s cement overlook which is located
along East Broad Street.

Back in 1993, the Friends launched a fundraising
drive to coincide with the 75th anniversary of the
park. The drive raised a quarter of a million dollars
during the first phase of the project — moneys which
were used for new lampposts, benches, gardens, trees
and shrubs as well as playground equipment. The
town chipped in an additional $140,000 to include
infrastructure improvements.

In its proposed budget, the Public Works Depart-
ment has included $100,000 for reconstruction of the
overlook and $60,000 for a new sprinkler system. The
sprinkler will save the town a great deal of man hours
which have been required to water the gardens and
grass.

The Friends will once again be raising funds for the
latest improvements and work with the town to ensure
the park is brought back to the way it looked when
Mindowaskin was officially dedicated in 1918.

We believe it is important that the town do its part
by working in conjunction with the outstanding ef-
forts by the Friends, a volunteer group which was

incorporated in the early 1990s.
The park needs to be properly maintained to ensure

that future generations get to enjoy this treasure which
is a centerpiece in Westfield. The park, obtained by the
town in 1907, is built on 12.6 acres on land and
includes what was known as Clark’s Pond.

The park is surrounded by a walkway and features
a bandstand and a pond complete with spray foun-
tains. The park makes a great post card during all
four seasons and is widely used as the perfect spot
for pictures by wedding parties. In the winter, a
model of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield is lit
up at night.

Also, a number of groups including the Westfield
Art Association have used the park for their shows
and craft fairs, as have the Friends with their annual
Party in the Park.

The request from the Friends of Mindowaskin Park
comes at a time when the county is beginning its
efforts to improve recreational facilities in the county
— including the dredging of a number of county lakes.

Also, the Town Council is beginning its budget
process, which will feature long-range plans to im-
prove Westfield’s infrastructure — including the town
parks.

We wholeheartedly endorse the requested budget
items as money well spent for the town’s future.

School Officials Planning Strategy
To Deal With Rising Enrollments

In today’s issue of The Times we have included the
second installment of our series depicting the history
of rising school enrollments in the elementary schools
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district. The
series is intended to give some food for thought on
how actions, taken by both the township’s planning
board and the school board, are now impacting the
local elementary schools.

While we are not blaming anyone, all proposed
development needs to be considered as to their future
impact on the local school system.

Faced with meeting requirements for low to moder-
ate income housing as required in the wake of the
Mount Laurel court decision, the township made
major zoning changes in the late 1980s which paved
the way for new development - such as Lamberts Mill
Village, Glen Eagle Estate, Stirling Chase and a
development by Saugatuck Associates.

Compounding these developments was the closing
of Shackamaxon Elementary School on Martine
Avenue some 17 years ago. Shortly thereafter the
building boom hit the township — the first of which
was 332 garden apartments known as Lamberts Mill
Village.

Student population, which dropped from 8,000 in

1970 to below 5,000 eleven years later, is on the rise
again from 3,717 in 1994 to 4,234 in 1997. Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye has been
working with school administrators the past few years
to handle overcrowding in elementary classrooms.
Among the initiatives taken by Dr. Choye was to move
the Office of Director of Pupil Services from Brunner
Elementary School to Park Middle School.

Modular classrooms are planned for Elementary
School One, Coles and Evergreen Elementary Schools;
pre-Kindergarten would be located at Park Middle
School.

In order to get a better handle on enrollment projec-
tions, the Parent-Teacher Council (PTC) will conduct
a door-to-door survey starting in March to determine
the number of kids in each home enrolled and pro-
jected to attend school in the district.

We hope this series will provide our readers, espe-
cially those new to the township — with some insight
as to the dilemma faced by administrators the past few
years.

The Times will continue to cover the enrollment
situation as recommendations and future actions are
made to cope with the situation while ensuring a
suitable learning environment for all students.

Neighbors on Township’s South Side
Are Urged to Oppose Retail Proposal
Somehow the township’s Master Plan

believes that residents on the south side
of Scotch Plains need more retail in light
of recent residential development.

We all get into our cars and drive the
mile or two to the nearest shopping and
have for many years. We do this because
we like the “country” feeling of this area.
We don’t want an ugly strip mall or fast
food chain or whatever might eventually
occupy the lot where the Park Place
Diner now stands.

Taking a look at the blueprints for
development of this lot should scare a lot
of people living in the area. If the zoning/
use variance that has been filed for is
approved, there will be no turning back
from the macadam plateau that will nearly
double the existing lot and building,
felling many perimeter trees in the pro-
cess.

We will still have to get into our
cars if we wish to patronize any of
these stores because, unlike the north
side of town, the adjacent neighbor-
hoods are all off of major roads. The
sub-optimal access to the site and
current traffic at that intersection are
enough to keep most “convenience
shoppers” away.

We can stand up and say that we like

our neighborhoods just the way they are
and send developers packing for more
fertile ground.

I would like to suggest that anyone
living within a mile of the Park Place
Diner do just that when the Board of
Adjustment meets to hear “experts” dis-
cuss our neighborhood at their next meet-
ing on Thursday, March 5.

Jean McAllister
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Friends of Mindowaskin Seek Money
In Budget for Reconstruction Work

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was addressed to Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and members of the Westfield
Town Council with copies sent to The
Westfield Leader, the Downtown West-
field Corporation, the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce and the West-
field Board of Realtors. Although the
letter is longer than our policy allows,
we felt it was of importance and thus
we have published it in its entirety.

*****
As you prepare the 1998 Capital Bud-

get for the Town of Westfield, I would
like to strongly encourage you to adopt
the Public Works proposed budget which
includes $100,000 for the Mindowaskin
Park overlook reconstruction project and
$60,000 for a sprinkler system for the
gardens in the park.

In 1989 a committee of government
and private individuals was formed to
study and implement the rehabilitation
of Mindowaskin Park.

From that committee The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, a non-profit organi-
zation, was formed in 1991 to work in a
partnership with the town to maintain
the park.

The project’s Phase I began with a
report to the Town Council that included
the infrastructure improvements that the
town undertook in regrading, modifying
drainage, and installing new roadways at
a cost of $140,000.

The Friends concurrently raised over
$250,000 from individuals, corporations,
foundations and town organizations for
the new lampposts, benches, designed
gardens, trees, shrubs, playground equip-
ment and signage. Over $400,000 has
been spent on this park so far.

Over 500 citizens and organizations
contributed to this worthwhile cause.
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park con-
tinues to monitor the park which is con-
sidered to be a valued investment to the
community.

This group has succeeded in rehabili-
tating a town-owned facility into a much
loved masterpiece of which all of the
town can be proud. An award from The
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union for the preservation of
this park has been granted.

The Westfield Chamber of Commerce
gave their “Faith in Westfield Award” to
the Friends for the park renovation. Our
park is now listed in the distinguished
Garden Conservancy, a national publi-
cation.

Most important of all is that
Mindowaskin Park is a designated His-
toric District listed by our Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission.

The time has come to start Phase II
that has been a part of the agreement

between the town and the Friends since
1991. Phase II would include reconstruc-
tion of the facade of the overlook on East
Broad Street.

This concrete structure has been ne-
glected and has been deteriorating for
several years. It is now beyond repair. It
is literally falling apart.

A sprinkler system for the designed
gardens in the park is desperately needed.
In the past, the town did not adequately
water these plantings, so many of them
died. In turn, the town had the expense of
replacing those plantings that had been
neglected.

A sprinkler system could enable the
Public Works crews to concentrate on
other tasks in the town or to repair the
many areas of the park that never get
attention. For example, the vandalized
bandstand railings and balusters need
repair; the continuing “geese health haz-
ard” needs resolution, especially for the
children; and extremely dangerous rusted
posts (screen) located near the bridge by
the playground area needs some other
solution.

The Friends will be totally involved
with this project in all phases of selec-
tion and construction. We believe in this
endeavor and will do our part to raise
funds.

However, this is town property; there-
fore it remains the town officials’ re-
sponsibility to maintain this facility.
According to Edward A. Gottko, our
Town Administrator, there are state
grants and loans from which communi-
ties like ours may benefit if researched
and approached.

As leaders of our community, you
have the major responsibility to pre-
serve our precious resources in the
town. Mindowaskin Park is the jewel
in the center of the town surrounded by
the historic church and our own Mu-
nicipal Building. It is obvious that the
people of Westfield value this park and
enjoy the facility by their presence in
the park.

The citizens expect and deserve that
these facilities be well maintained in our
community and it is up to our mayor and
council to see that they are.

By adopting this proposed budget for
the overlook and sprinkler system, you
will confirm the town’s commitment to
improved facilities at a time when em-
phasis is being placed upon revitaliza-
tion projects such as the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the Neighbor-
hood Preservation Program, and various
other endeavors.

Nancy Priest
President

Friends of Mindowaskin Park
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

3 & 1/2 popcorns
Do you believe in God? How about

Jesus Christ? Do you accept him as your
Lord and savior. Even if you don’t, odds
are Preacher Sonny Dewey will soon
have you thinking about it. And think-
ing plenty. Per the charismatic Southern
evangelist superbly portrayed by Rob-
ert Duvall in The Apostle, there isn’t a
soul that can’t be saved. In simple terms
aptly used by the pastor (Walter
Brennan) in Sergeant York to describe
the title character’s unswerving faith,
Sonny has “the usin’ kind of
religion......not just the Sunday go to
meetin’ kind.”

Possessing enough faith for every-
one, Sonny is a true believer. But then
again, he’s no saint. And therein, dear
reader, lies the gist of this extraordinary
film.

A preaching prodigy who was called
to the ministry at the tender age of 12, as
the movie opens Duvall’s hip-hopping
pastor enjoys fame and modest fortune
as the religious leader of a well-heeled
Fort Worth, Texas, congregation. But
perhaps the years of evangelical barn-
storming have helped develop a wan-
dering eye for the ladies. And that
lifestyle has taken its toll.......on his
wife, that is. Farrah Fawcett as the
weary Mrs. Dewey has had it, which
might in part explain her adulterous
affair with the youth minister. To add
insult to injury, the fallen woman has
amassed enough power to wrest the
congregation away from her spouse. Her
lover will be the new preacher.

Sonny plots revenge, and then thinks
better of it. But then, at an altercation
during a Little League game, push comes
to shove and, in the heat of the moment,
Sonny renders his rival comatose with a
well-swung baseball bat. Sonny takes it
on the lam.

He is down, but not out. Sonny’s
ongoing dialogue with the Deity goes
into high gear. As is his fashion, the
enchanting odyssey that ensues will be
of a profoundly religious nature.

Strutting his endearing stuff, Duvall
takes the audience on a journey of faith
as Sonny seeks his way to redemption.
Taking to the backroads and vocifer-
ously ministering to no one in particu-
lar, the resilient holy man ponders God’s
purpose. He meets an old, black, one-
legged man who offers him shelter, a
finely touching encounter thick with
Biblical connotation. The elderly gent
recommends a minister in Louisiana to
Sonny. Taking this cue as a sign, the
wandering pilgrim wends his way to the
Louisiana backwater in question.

Sonny’s faith and egotism go hand-
in-hand, a prime factor of the movie’s
charm. By the time he meets the rural
burg’s black cleric, now retired due to
health considerations, Duvall’s soul
searcher extraordinaire has conveniently
formulated his own revelation: On a
mission from God, he has been sent to
save the little town’s souls and rebuild
its church. Sonny begins calling himself
the Apostle E.F.

He ingratiates himself with the local
populace in short order. Certainly, this

energetic stranger is beguiling — a Mu-
sic Man of the cloth. But what’s more,
because they believe that he truly be-
lieves, his faith is contagious. And thus,
though the abandoned church has gone
to seed, he gets the sidelined parson’s
blessing for its resurrection. Sonny is
back in business. And that’s just fine
with everyone, except for one threaten-
ing bigot played by Billy Bob Thornton.
The inevitable showdown is priceless.

Making a deal with the local radio
station owner (Rick Dial), the devout
dynamo takes to the air and publicizes
his new church. An ace mechanic to
boot, Sonny rebuilds a dilapidated old
bus in order to ferry his nascent flock to
services. And to further the cause, he
works part-time jobs slinging hash and
fixing cars. Along the way, he finds the
time to attract the attentions of the radio
station secretary, convincingly realized
by Miranda Richardson. Via the ensu-
ing relationship — a tense but some-
times comical bit of dating — a telling
light is shed on yet another side of
Sonny.

Writing, directing and starring in his
own film, Mr. Duvall performs the cin-
ematic hat trick with notable panache.
Adding to his usual style and likability,
the veteran actor puts an extra oomph
into Sonny’s super-animated, holy-roll-
ing physicality — a stunning choreogra-
phy that dramatically underscores the
preacher’s all-consuming passion.

Authentic location backdrops and the
use of actual churchgoers give a further
note of realism to Duvall’s compassion-
ate study of Southern evangelism. It is
his contention that integration has long
flourished in such backwater parishes.
But what really sets The Apostle apart
from the hackneyed Hollywood treat-
ment is the character of Sonny himself.

Whereas the shopworn rule is to por-
tray this uniquely American form of
clergyman as a money-grubbing charla-
tan, Duvall as film auteur cuts a refresh-
ing angle. His Pentecostal anti-hero may
be a bit of a wag, but his religious
conviction is beyond question. Regard-
less of one’s individual beliefs, there’s
no denying the tempting allure — to
bask for a while in Sonny’s feel-good
positivism, replete with its heartwarm-
ing promise of  everlasting life.

In the nit-pick department, the clos-
ing sequences move a mite slow despite
the climactic tension Mr. Duvall builds.
About 15 minutes could have been
lopped off the ending. Also, the two
sub-plots — the fate of Sonny’s victim,
and whether or not the authorities will
root out our religious fugitive — are
noticeably weak. Happily, while this
lack of dramatic balance detracts from
the film as a whole, The Apostle suc-
ceeds in spreading its inspirational
message.

*  *  *  *  *
The Apostle, rated PG-13, is an

October Films release directed by
Robert Duvall and stars Robert
Duval l ,  Farrah Fawcet t  and
Miranda Richardson. Running time:
135 minutes.

By Louis H. Clark

Happy Memories
Are the Sweetest
Valentines of All

Residents Invited
To Sharpen Skills
At OWL Meeting

Have you ever gone into another room
or opened the refrigerator door and for-
gotten why you are there? Or had diffi-
culty remembering a familiar name or
word?

Because of the way the brain works
almost everyone as they age experi-
ences forgetfulness that is considered
“normal” memory loss, according to
Dr. Toby Marx, Director of the Geron-
tology Program at Union County-Col-
lege.

“But,” explained Dr. Marx, who has
done extensive studies of memory, “there
are ways we can improve our memory
skills using abilities we already possess
and by learning new techniques to help
us stay mentally strong.”

“Keeping Your Memory Skills Sharp”
will be the subject of a talk Dr. Marx
will present at a public meeting spon-
sored by OWL of Central New Jersey at
10 a.m. on Saturday, February 21, at the
Y.W.C.A. of Summit, located at Morris
Avenue and Prospect Street.

Dr. Marx, who has taught at the col-
lege since 1980, is a member of the
Advisory Council of the Union County
Division on Aging and of the Union
County Human Services Advisory Com-
mittee.

The Older Women’s League is a na-
tional grassroots organization working
to improve the lives of midlife and older
women through research, education and
advocacy, according to Miriam
Dickman, a spokeswoman for the group.

For further information, please call
(908) 272-5671 or (973) 467-8136.

Nature Center Seeks
Treated Wood Donations
Treated wolmanized lumber is

needed for trail construction projects
in the Fanwood Nature Center.

If the wood is used it should be in
good condition. The size needed is
two inches thick by six inches wide,
with a minimum length of five feet.
Pick up of the wood can be arranged
through the center.

Please call the Fanwood Environ-
mental Commission Chairman Dean
Talcott at (908) 322-6577 to make
arrangements.


