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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
BALY TOPS CRUTCHFIELD TO STAY UNBEATEN

Powerful Indians Overcome
Blue Devil Matmen, 60-12
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The strong Rahway High School wres-
tling team celebrated Senior Appreciation
Day, and picked up its 10th win of the
season with an impressive 60-12 victory
over the Blue Devils on February 4 in
Rahway. Amidst the strong showing,
Blue Devil senior Mike Baly picked up a
crucial victory.

The Indians took the offensive, win-
ning by pins in the first two weight classes
and collecting a forfeit at 119. Blake Jack-

son pinned Blue Devil Mike Sawicki in :57
with a near-side cradle, and Rob Burnett
pinned Dan Sawicki in 4:42 with a half
nelson. Dan Sawicki held a 7-2 lead at one
point in the second period.

Senior Dan Todd and Indian Louis Ott
faced each other in the center circle at 125.
Ott struck first with a spin-behind
takedown, then got a gift two-point tilt
near fall to take a 4-0 lead. In the third
period, Ott added an escape, then Todd
slipped behind Ott for a takedown. Time
ran out, and Ott picked up a 5-2 win.

Indian Shawn Stueber, a state qualifier
last year, immediately worked a front
headlock to a cradle and pinned Jeff Kivetz
in 1:12 at the 130-pound class; then the
Indians went ahead, 33-0, when Dan Freer
received a forfeit at 135.

A heartbreaker occurred for the Blue
Devils at 140. Nick Friedman scored a
double-leg takedown on Indian Tom
Petrusko, then added another three points
when he worked a far-side cradle. In the
third period, Petrusko worked a tight-
waist arm bar tilt to pick up two points.
With less then :50 left, Friedman escaped
to go ahead, 6-2; but Petrusko caught him
in a lateral drop, and recorded a pin with
just :25 remaining.

Blue Devil 145-pounder Onur
Tezucar scored with a single-leg
takedown; added two more points with
a half nelson near fall, then put Sam
Shipley away with a sit-through double-
arm bar pin in 1:49. Tezucar upped his
record to 9-2, and will receive a good
seed for the upcoming Union County
Tournament to be held at Dunn Center
in Elizabeth on February 13 and 14.

The Blue Devils won their second bout
of the afternoon, making the team score
39-9, when Mike Kivetz won by a 13-6
decision over Carlo Parra at 152. Kivetz
initiated the scoring with a barrel roll
takedown in the first period.

Parra began the second period with an
escape, but Kivetz nailed him with an-
other barrel roll and a two-point tilt. Later
in the period, Parra got a reversal, but
Kivetz pulled a switch to gain a 8-3 lead.
Kivetz added another five points with a
takedown and a night-ride near fall while
Parra picked up an escape and a takedown

LAMONT TURNER TURNS SEASON-HIGH 28 POINTS

Minutemen Hoopsters Singe
Westfield Boys, 70-69, in OT

By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys’ bas-
ketball team lost a heartbreaking contest
to Elizabeth in overtime, by a score of 70-
69 on February 3. The loss knocked the
Blue Devils out of the state playoffs, and
dropped their record to 7-8. On a positive
note, junior Lamont Turner had the game
of his life when he erupted for a team
season record of 28 points.

The Blue Devils came out on fire in the
first quarter, as they dashed to a 9-0 lead.
With 2:25 left to go in the quarter, senior
Rob McCullam netted a three pointer,
which boosted the lead to 12-3. At the end
of the first quarter, the Blue Devils had
fashioned a comfortable 14-6 lead.

In the second quarter, the Minutemen
fought back and went on a 8-2 surge in the
first two minutes of play. During the next
three minutes, Turner’s accuracy caught
fire, as he scored the next nine points for
the Blue Devils — two of which were
three pointers. Junior Pete Anzelone also
contributed a solid performance on of-
fense, netting two jump shots to give
Westfield a 26-18 lead.

With :13 remaining in the half, senior
Captain Greg Freisen dished a breathtak-
ing, no-look pass to Turner for an easy
two points. With the crowd chanting
“Turner, Turner,” the Blue Devils went
into the locker room with a 30-23 lead.

Turner said, “I knew my shot was on,
so I tried to hit as many three pointers as
I could. Sometimes, you know that your
skills are up, so you just have to take
advantage of them.”

The Blue Devils came out flat in the
third quarter, and the Minutemen capital-
ized on their weakness. Consistent turn-
overs and missed shots allowed the Min-
utemen to tie the game at 36 apiece. During

the quarter, junior Tommy Langton and
Anzelone paced the Blue Devils with four
points apiece. Junior Maurice Boatwright
dazzled the crowd with a slick, finger-roll
lay-up; however, the Minutemen had cap-
tured the lead, 41-38.

In the fourth quarter, the lead changed
four different times. First, it was the Blue
Devils who grabbed the lead back, when
Boatwright sank a jump shot and hit two
foul shots. Next, Elizabeth went up by
two when they tossed in a three pointer.
Then, Turner and Boatwright clicked for
two points apiece, as the Blue Devils
surged ahead, 44-43.

In the final minute of the quarter, the
Minutemen scored four straight points to
steal the lead; but the Blue Devils refused
to lose as McCullam and Turner tied the
game once again. With :20 to go, Elizabeth
was up by two, but turned the ball over on
an in-bounds play. McCullam tried to tie

the score with a jump shot, but the shot was
short. Just as the crowd thought the game
was over, Turner tapped the ball in with
two seconds left, sending the crowd into
pandemonium and the game into overtime.

Turner said, “When Rob’s shot didn’t
go in, I was in the right place at the right
time and I just tapped it in. With my luck,
it went in.”

The Blue Devils were not so fortunate
in overtime, as they were outscored and
wound up losing the game, 70-69. Turner
finished the game with 28, and Boatwright
and McCullam contributed 13 each.
Anzelone tossed in 10, as Langton and
Freisen scored five each.

Turner said, “It was very unfortunate
that we had to lose this game. We shouldn’t
have lost because we had a big lead at the end
of the first quarter and at the end of the half.”
Elizabeth   6 17 18 17 12 70
Westfield 14 16 10 18 11 69

FEIGHNER BLAZES WITH 16 PTS.

Raider Boys Roll With
Big Win Over E. Side

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys’ basketball team got back into the
winning column in a big way, by knocking
off the Watchung Conference’s No. 1 team,
Newark East Side, 35-34, in Newark on
February 3. Senior Dave Gewirtz provided
the fateful shots by hitting two free throws
with only seconds remaining.

Each team played its offensive cards
close to the vest in the first quarter, as East
Side scored just four points and the Raid-
ers scored only two. The Raiders literally
held the ball for seven minutes to draw
East Side out of its zone defense.

The Raiders decided to pull out their
trump cards in the second quarter, spew-
ing to a 17-8 run. Senior Jeff Feighner
accounted for 10 of the points, as the
Raiders grabbed a 19-12 lead by the half.

Sensing the problem, East Side brought
the score to within two by outscoring the
Raiders, 11-6 in the third quarter, then
took the lead by one just before Gewirtz
sank his two free throws which gave the
Raiders the huge victory.

Raider Head Coach Willie Leonardi
explained his strategy, “We held the ball
for seven minutes in the first quarter until

they (East Side) came out of their zone.”
As to his intent, Leonardi acknowledged,
“Yes, we wanted to get them out of their zone
defense and it worked. We wanted to work
the ball and just get the right shot. Whether
people believe in this technique, it really
doesn’t matter. We felt we could win with
this method and we did. It worked out!”

As to the Raiders’ defense, Leonardi
said, “We changed our defense. We nor-
mally have a man-to-man defense but we
played a zone. We played a little combi-
nation zone and it made a difference for us.
We were able to cover their three-point
shooters a little bit better.”

“We had a great second quarter and
scored 17 points. We led 19-12 at the half.
We ran our offense really well and the three
they shot at the end of the game really
didn’t mean anything. We played very
well,” Leonardi concluded.

Feighner led all scorers with 16
points; Gewirtz finished with 12, which
included two three-pointers; Don
Patterson had five points, and Doug
Bishop added two. The Raiders upped
their record to 12-4, while Newark East
Side slipped to 12-3.
Sc Pl-Fanwood   2 17   6 10 35
Nwk East Side   4   8 11 11 34

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

BOYS SEIZE 42ND; GIRLS GRAB SIXTH STRAIGHT

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Take
County Swim Titles Again

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Totally awesome! Why, what else can
you call one school’s 42-year-domination
countywide, and what else can you possibly
call an ongoing rivalry between two great,
neighboring swimming giants that never fails
to bring out the best in both squads?

Totally awesome? You bet. For the
boys’ swimmers of Westfield High School,
their narrow 304-290 advantage over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was good enough
for an unprecedented, 42nd consecutive
Union County championship on Febru-
ary 7 in Elizabeth. And the Westfield
ladies totaled 286 points, 33 ahead of
second-place Scotch Plains-Fanwood, to
win a sixth straight UCT crown.

Ah, but the Raiders, behind the efforts of
Beth Tumulo (2nd-151.35) and Melissa
Kenyon (4th-145.35), still were able to
bring home a county diving championship.
Indeed, the only bad thing the Raiders were
guilty of was in providing extra incentive to
the Blue Devils, which had to come up with
truly Herculean efforts to win — and did!

“They knew they had to do some amaz-
ing stuff to win, and they did,” agreed first-
year boys’ coach Martha Heintzelman,
whose team avenged both a 97-73 loss to the
Raiders on December 11, as well as a finish
just behind the Raiders in the Pirate Invita-
tional meet on January 17. “They came out
with a mission, and you could see it in their
eyes. Especially our seniors, and they really
had a lot to do with our winning.”

In proportionate terms, that’s not very
different from the New York Yankees’
unforgettable pennant drive of 1978, in
which they overcame a 14-game lead by
the Boston Red Sox in the A.L. East to win
an unforgettable playoff game and then a
second straight world title.

“That’s a pretty long (time),”
Heintzelman added. “And there’s quite a
history there, but they really pulled me in
(Saturday).”

“No matter what the sport, to do any-
thing 42 years in a row — well, that’s a
national record, first of all,” commented
Westfield Athletic Director Ed Tranchina,
who was a lad of seven in Nassau County
when Westfield won its first swim title
back in 1957, at about the time another
Long Islander, one Carl Michael
Yastrezmski, was rising to fame en route
to a Hall of Fame career with the Bosox.

In 1957, lest we forgot, New York still
had three baseball teams, although both
the Brooklyn Dodgers and New York
Giants both announced they were Califor-
nia Dreamin’ late that season. The price of

gasoline was about 30 cents a gallon, and
the likes of Buddy Holly, Elvis Presley
and the Everly Brothers dominated the
American pop/rock music scene.

And in October of that year, the then-
Soviet Union began the space age by
blasting into orbit a basketball-sized, arti-
ficial satellite named Sputnik.

“When you think of it in those perspec-
tives, it’s an awesome accomplishment,”
agreed Tranchina, who also was full of
praise for Scotch Plains-Fanwood. “And
how many great swimmers and coaches
have we had? I think this year is really
special, being that this is Martha’s first
year. I’m extremely happy for her, and
I’m extremely happy for the kids, too.”

Just how much of an iron grip did both
the Blue Devils and Raiders command on
this year’s UCT? Consider that of the
1,290-point total from the 12-team boys’
field, 594, or 46 percent, of those points
were from Westfield and Scotch Plains.

Add on the girls’ point totals, and 1,133
of the 2,590 points from this year’s county
tournament belong to Westfield and Scotch
Plains — or 43.8 percent!

In particular, Heintzelman was pleased
with senior Coley Lechner, who turned in
a sparkling time of 22.86 to place second in
the 50-yard freestyle behind the Raiders’
David Russ, who won the event in 22.65.

But Lechner really reached back for
something extra to place third in the 100-
yard backstroke with a season and career-
high timing of 58.03.

Usually, Lechner could do no better
than the one-minute mark in the 100-
backstroke, but this was no usual day for
Lechner. Not at all.

“He was exciting and this meant a lot
him,” Heintzelman said.

Those points were absolutely crucial to
Westfield’s championship, as were the
points generated from another senior, Rob
Myers, who reportedly cut 19 seconds
off of his seed time to place sixth in the
500-yard freestyle (5:17.56). Also, Jay
Pollack’s second-place timing of 5:01.68
was about as good as anyone could get
behind Summit’s sensational Ian Bow-
man, who won both the 500-freestyle in
4:58.47, and the 200-freestyle in 1:48.77,
ahead of Pollack’s second-place showing
of 1:50.70.

Bowman, to be sure, was one of the
biggest reasons behind Summit’s gallant
third-place effort (197.5 points), and he
surely had some effect on the overall
picture, as Heintzelman indicated.

But, to borrow the phrase from Alanis
Morissette, “what it all comes down to,

my friends,” is that Westfield needed at
least a second-place showing in the 400-
freestyle relay to ensure victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, which had five
first-place finishes, and was still pushing
hard at the end.

What happened was that Westfield’s
quartet of Erik Larson, Scott Kautzmann,
Lechner and Pollack took second in the
400-freestyle in 3:27.29 for the necessary
26 points that ensured Westfield’s win.
Scotch Plains won the event, as Chris
Karelus, Charlie Rowe, Ian Doebber and
David Russ turned in a timing of 3:23.90.

Westfield, which got first-place efforts
from Myers (1:05.29) in the 100-yard
breaststroke; Seth Burstein (53.62) in the
100-yard butterfly; and Kyle McCluskey,
Larson, Burstein and Pollack (1:33.91) in
the 200-yard freestyle relay, got six fin-
ishes of second place, including those 26
points in the 400-freestyle.

Cliff Haldeman, with a very historic
surname, came through big time by placing
second in the 100-yard freestyle (51.58)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MAINTAINING CONTROL. Blue Devil 160-pounder Mike Baly keeps control
of Jason Crutchfield of Rahway and pulls out a 6-5 victory. Baly remained
undefeated while Crutchfield lost his second match of the season.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SHOOTING A LAYUP…Blue Devil Lamont Turner, No. 3
front, shoots a layup against the Minutemen. Turner fin-
ished with 28 points, but the Devils lost, 70-69, in overtime.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SHOOTING A FOUL SHOT…Blue Devil Peter Anzelone,
No. 21, begins to shoot a foul shot during the wild game
against the Minutemen on February 3 in Westfield.

FIRST LINERS IN ACTION…Blue Devils Ronnie Kashlak (No. 19) and Josh
Falcone (No. 3) race for the rebound, while Brandon Kape (No. 10) recovers from
his shot, tangled up in the crease. Kashlak scored five goals and one assist in
February 6th’s game against Montclair Kimberly Academy. Falcone provided a
hat trick and an assist and Danny Marer and Mike Bird fired in one apiece.
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Kehler’s

� UMBRO� WILSON � PUMA � ADIDAS � ASICS �� UMBRO� WILSON � PUMA � ADIDAS � ASICS �� UMBRO� WILSON � PUMA � ADIDAS � ASICS �� UMBRO� WILSON � PUMA � ADIDAS � ASICS �� UMBRO� WILSON � PUMA � ADIDAS � ASICS �

(908) 232-1919

A Retail, SCHOOL & TEAM Dealer Offering A Complete
 Line of School Team Jackets, Uniforms & Footwear

AMPLE FREE PARKING

241 South Ave., East, Westfield
(South Avenue Plaza)

�Your All-Season Sports Supply�Your All-Season Sports Supply�Your All-Season Sports Supply�Your All-Season Sports Supply�Your All-Season Sports Supply
Store�Store�Store�Store�Store�
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BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALSBACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALSBACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALSBACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALSBACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALS

For ALL Your Sporting Needs
� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey

� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running

Specially Priced

Football Shoe Sale

Converse � Adidas � Nike

Air Adjust ForceMen�s NikeBasketball SneakersReg. $12500 SALE $7500

CallCallCallCallCall

ForForForForFor

Special
Special
Special
Special
Special

Team
Team
Team
Team
Team

Prices
Prices
Prices
Prices
Prices

CARRYING: • Shinguards • Soccer Balls
• Soccer & Football Cleats & Equipment

M R N J

Magnetic Resonance of New Jersey

Nutley
MRNJ - Open MRI &

Radiology Center
410 Centre Street
(973) 661-2000

Open MRI of Westfield

401 Central Avenue
(corner of Central  & South Avs.)

(908) 301-1100
Fax: 908-301-1223

Bergen
Open MRI of

 Bergen
550 Kindermack Road

(201) 599-8100

Open MRI ofOpen MRI ofOpen MRI ofOpen MRI ofOpen MRI of
WestfieldWestfieldWestfieldWestfieldWestfield

• First In Westfield • Latest Open MRI Technology
• All HMO Participation • Medicare Accepted

 • 24 Hour Reports • Convenient Parking
 • Baby Sitting Available

©

Last Word in Technology – First Name in Patient Care


