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MRS. VERNICK DONATES FIRST PHONE IN BELL ATLANTIC PROGRAM

Councilwoman Submits Application
For 9-1-1 Phones for Crossing Guards

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In effort to prevent a tragedy similar
to what occurred recently in Nutley
when a crossing guard was hit by a car
and killed, Westfield First Ward Coun-
cilwoman Gail S. Vernick announced
last week that she has submitted an
application for 9-1-1 emergency wire-
less phones for the town’s crossing
guards through a program sponsored
by Bell Atlantic.

Through the “Wireless at Work”
program, Bell Atlantic provides com-
munities with mobile phones which
are pre-programmed to hook into the
local police station.

Westfield Police Chief Anthony J.
Scutti said the phones have become
necessary in an age of the two-parent
working household. He said in the event
of an emergency crossing guards can
lose precious time trying to either find
someone at home or flag down a mo-
torist to call for help.

“These cell phones will cut commu-
nication to virtual seconds,” asserted
Councilwoman Vernick.

In an effort to kick-off the program,
Councilwoman Vernick purchased the
first phone which was given to cross-
ing guard John Turek whose post is at
the intersection of Central Avenue and
Clover Street on the southeast corner
of the town near the Clark border.

Upon being presented with a cellu-
lar phone, Mr. Turek declared, “it’s a
good idea, a real good idea.”

Bell Atlantic matched the purchase
with a donation of a second phone
which was given to the crossing guard
at Mountain Avenue and Raymond
Street.

Since the program is geared more
towards urban areas, Westfield may
fight an uphill battle to receive a com-
plete donation of the phones to
Westfield’s 38 crossing guards.

Mr. Lordi noted that among the ar-
eas included in the program’s criteria
are the crime rate in a community.

“We would like to see community
involvement (to help purchase the
phones). Their will be a phone fund set
up,” said Councilwoman Vernick, not-
ing that residents or groups such as
Parent-Teacher Associations can make
donations.

“I feel that being pro-active, rather
than waiting for a problem to occur and
than responding to it, is in the best
interest of Westfield residents,” she
explained.

Councilwoman Vernick said anyone
interested in making a donation of a
phone may call her at (908) 654-5498.

“My goal is to make Westfield as
completely pedestrian safe as pos-
sible,” said Councilwoman Vernick,
who chairs the Town Council’s Public
Safety Committee.

Chief Scutti noted that as the phones
are donated they will be first given to
crossing guards covering what the
Police Department considers “crucial”
school crossings.

The chief noted that, depending on
the response from the community,
phones may be donated by PTAs for
crossings covering a specific school in
town.

Carl Lordi, representing Bell Atlan-
tic, said in addition to crossing guards
the company donated phones to neigh-
borhood watch groups in the commu-
nity.

The phones have been donated
throughout New York City, Westchester
County and New Jersey. Mr. Lordi

noted that Bell Atlantic donates phones
to the Union County Sheriff ’s
Department’s battered women’s pro-
gram. The phones are than given to
stalking victims in domestic and other

Mountainside GOP
Holds First Meeting

The first meeting of the new year for
the Mountainside Republican Club was
held on January 28. During that meet-
ing, a slate of officers was elected for
the new year.

They include President, Jack
Graziano; First Vice President, Glenn
Mortimer; Second Vice President,
Dona Osieja; Treasurer, Bill Van
Blarcom; Recording Secretary, Nancy
Landale, and Corresponding Secretary,
Marilyn Hart.

A discussion was held on the nine
districts in the borough, and how the
elected representatives have been ef-
fective in past elections.

Plans for socials and fundraisers
were also on the agenda, with specific
information to be announced at a later
date, according to a club spokeswoman.

David Hart, an incumbent council-
man, announced that he will not seek a
third term.

Werner Schon, also an incumbent
councilman, announced that he will be
a candidate for a fourth term.

Plans are being made for a local
convention, during which registered
Republicans will select the candidates
to appear on the primary ballot for the
Borough Council.

New members are invited to join the
club. For additional information, please
call Mrs. Hart (908) 233-4036.

Scholarships Available
For Students Who Help
Preserve Environment
The Township of Scotch Plains has

announced the availability of scholar-
ship money for high school seniors
who have taken part in environmental
programs.

Applicants should be students who
have either been involved or taken
leadership positions in environmental
clubs, or have participated in recycling
and anti-litter/clean-up activities, and
who plan to further their education at
either a two- or four-year college.

Students must also either be resi-
dents of Scotch Plains or attend high
school in the township.

Applications may be obtained from
Sharon Pachler, Scotch Plains Depart-
ment of Public Property, 2445
Plainfield Avenue, Scotch Plains,
07076, or by calling (908) 322-6700,
Extension No. 243. The deadline for
submissions is Friday, May 15.

Funding for these scholarships has
been made available through a De-
partment of Environmental Protection
grant to the Township of Scotch Plains.

battered women cases.
“It is a wonderful program,” said

Councilwoman Vernick.
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PROVIDING FOR BETTER SAFETY...Carl Lordi, left, representing Bell
Atlantic, presents a cellular phone for 9-1-1 emergency service to Westfield
school crossing guard John Turek, third from left, at his post at the intersection
of Central Avenue and Clover Street, as part of the company’s “Wireless at
Work” program. Joining in the presentation are Police Detective Sergeant Carl
V. Geis and Westfield First Ward Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick who launched
the program last week.

Mountainside Council Ordinance
For Building Renovations OK’d
By MARK J. YABLONSKY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Along with issuing final passage
of an ordinance that will enable the
borough to renovate its library and
community room facilities, the
Mountainside Borough Council also
approved a measure Tuesday night
that will compensate governing body
members for out-of-pocket expenses
incurred during public functions.

Chief among the borough’s goals
in the $470,000 renovation program
is replacing the library’s 35-year-
old heating and electrical system.
But the borough also wants to fully
finish off a large upstairs room in
Borough Hall that is intended to be
used as an all-purpose community
room.

The idea, explained Mayor Rob-
ert F. Viglianti, is to utilize the
room’s large space, which is even
bigger than the Borough Council
chambers. The room was created
when the borough added space at
the main building two years ago,
and was originally meant to be used
largely for storage/attic purposes.

But, Mayor Viglianti said, an al-
teration in architectural plans al-
lowed the borough to reap a previ-
ously-unforeseen benefit.

“It’s a very generous-sized room,”
explained the Mayor, who said the
borough will also purchase recre-
ational items, such as a pool table,
as well as sliding doors and panels
to create sections in the room. “So
now we’re going to add the basics to
divide it into usable rooms,” he re-
vealed.

“I know it’ll be complete and run-
ning by fall,” the Mayor continued.

“We’re going to allow clubs to meet
in there, and we’ve already had other
organizations ask if they could use
it. It’s going to be a very, very well-
used room.”

Of the total $470,000, only some
$270,000 will actually have to be
borrowed through bond anticipa-
tion notes. Most of the other
$200,000 is coming from the
borough’s capital improvement
funds.

The council also issued unani-
mous approval of an ordinance al-
lowing each governing body mem-
ber a certain monthly reimburse-
ment for costs incurred during either
official duties, or in attending func-
tions as a public official.

The Mayor will receive $200
monthly, while council members will
receive $100 for “non-political”
events.

“This is not a salary; it is a reim-
bursement,” said Mayor Viglianti,
who said he spent over $6,000 of his
own money for numerous expenses
a year ago, including travel costs.
“This is not unreasonable. This is
not something that is exorbitant,”
he added.

“I don’t doubt you’re making these
expenses,” argued Scott R. Schmedel
of Deer Path. “I just think it should
be documented because you are pub-
lic officials.”

Borough Councilman David M.
Hart also announced that he will
not seek reelection this fall.
“We’ve had a very effective time,
and I’ve been privileged to serve
on council,” explained Mr. Hart,
who will complete his second
consecutive three-year term on

Thursday, December 31.
In other business, Mr. Viglianti

and the council:
• Issued a resolution of commen-

dation to Detective Sergeants Rich-
ard Osieja and Todd Turner, both of
whom recently helped with the in-
vestigation and apprehension of a
47-year-old Irvington resident be-
lieved to be responsible for doctor-
ing phony identification in order to
plunder the bank accounts of wealthy
doctors.

• Proclaimed April 1998 as Tis-
sue and Organ Awareness Month.
Lenore Ford, the Chairwoman of
the Gift of Life TWIG from Over-
look Hospital in Summit, thanked
the council for its support.

“Our function is to make the pub-
lic aware of the great need for this
tissue and organ donation, because
57,000 people in the United States
are waiting for organs,” said Mrs.
Ford.

“There are 1,000 in New Jersey
alone. And about nine people a day
die waiting for these organs,” she
said.

Mrs. Ford may be reached at Over-
look Hospital by calling (908) 522-
2004.

• Approved an ordinance on sec-
ond reading that abolishes the
Board of Recreation Commission-
ers and creates a Department of
Recreation.

Although the recreation director
and other key positions will not be
affected, Mayor Viglianti said, “it
will give us a far greater flexibility,
(and) I don’t have to appoint you for
five years, and you don’t have to
commit for five years.”


