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Peer Leadership Program
In Westfield Scene as Model

YOUNG LEADERS...Edison Peer Leaders, left to right, are: front row, Katie
Jenkins and Alyse Squillace; second row, Emily Yudkovitz, Steven Krakauer,
Greg Buntain, John Leonardis and Mike Attanasio; third row, Fumi Chin,
Ruby McCall, Scott Satkin, Yuka Kawano, Casey Benson, Tom Weingarten
and Chris Quackenbush; third row, Seresha McCallum, Suanne Hutchinson,
Christine Villalobos, Gina Pepe, Caroline Page-Katz and Carrie Helfman;
fourth row, Terance Jenkins, Erin Corbett and Kristen Pollock, and Samantha
Sa, Matt Leiz, Tim Mansfield, Mike Charmatz and Mike Stanley.

The Westfield Peer Leadership pro-
gram has been selected as one of the
model programs for the New Jersey
Middle School Peer Leadership Ini-
tiative. Students and adult mentors
from both Edison and Roosevelt In-
termediate Schools will present
model programs throughout Union
County.

The New Jersey Middle School
Peer Leadership Initiative is a model
demonstration program developed by
the state to combat the incidence of
alcohol, tobacco and marijuana use
among middle school youth.

The program uses a school-com-
munity model in which trained adult
mentors work with student leaders to
develop skills to conduct peer to peer
substance abuse outreaches with
younger peers.

The Initiative is sponsored by the
State Departments of Health and
Senior Services, Education, and Law
and Public Safety as well as the
Governor�s Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Abuse.

Funding for the program was pro-
vided by a grant awarded to the West-
field Alliance by the Governor�s
Council and the Union County De-
partment of Human Services, Divi-
sion of Planning.

In April, 1997, Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools were
selected with 42 other schools state-
wide to serve as the first demonstra-
tion models for the program.

During the summer of 1997, 60
eighth-grade students were selected
and began their training as peer lead-
ers. On October 15, fourteen of these
students and three adult mentors,
Detective Sergeant Jim Schneider,
Jenna Wason and Marie Koch, were
participants of a Day of Learning
which was attended by over 600 stu-
dents and mentors.

�As a mentor,� added Detective
Sergeant Schneider, �the students
see police officers from a different
perspective as advisors. It demystifies
the badge, making officers approach-
able. The program also enables the
mentors to see youth in a positive
light as they really are.�

Westfield Peer Leaders have al-
ready conducted programs for the
sixth graders at both schools. They
are teaching team work, trust, per-
sonal growth, enhancing self esteem,
respect for self and others, refusal
skills and making healthy choices.

Peer leaders from both schools also
conducted an outreach for the faculty
members of their respective schools.

Mentors for the program include
school staff, parents and staff mem-
bers of community agencies or orga-
nizations.

Peer leaders from both schools also
conducted an outreach with their own

parents entitled �Challenge by
Choice� with more than 100 parents
in attendance.

During the evening parents learned
about the objectives of the program
and actively participated in problem
solving and team building games
and initiatives.

�More than 1,000 adults and stu-
dents have already been impacted by
the program,� said Ms. Koch, �and it
has begun to self perpetuate. More
than 200 seventh graders have signed
up for peer leadership training and
sixth graders are inquiring about the
timing of their training. Seventh and
sixth graders may sign up during
their lunch study periods.�

Westfield�s Peer Leadership pro-
gram is sponsored by the Westfield�s
Schools and the Westfield Municipal
Alliance/PANDA (Preventing Alco-
hol Narcotic and Drug Abuse).

Expressing the hope of the Alli-
ance, Frank Mulvaney newly elected
Chairman of the Alliance said, �Mod-
ern affluent culture has made the
passage through adolescence more
treacherous than at any time in his-
tory. Children are exposed to adult
situations at earlier ages.

�Doubt about our cherished values
can occur at every turn. It is our hope
that our Peer Leadership program
will enable more of our young people
to stand up for what they know in
their hearts is right and be an ex-
ample to others,� he said.

�The Alliance has proposed con-
tinuing the funding for this program
for the next three years. This will
enable a broad impact throughout
the Westfield schools and the West-
field community,� said Lucy Van
Iperen, Alliance Director.

Parents and other community
members interested in serving as
adult mentors or in receiving addi-
tional information about Peer Lead-
ership may contact Marie Koch at
Edison School at (908) 789-4470 or
Roosevelt School at (908) 789-4190.

Mountainside GOP
To Sponsor Convention
For Council Candidates

The Mountainside Republican Club
will sponsor a local convention for the
purpose of selecting candidates for
the Borough Council. It will be held
in Mountainside Borough Hall on
Wednesday, March 18, at 8 p.m.

Members of the community who
are interested in advancing their can-
didacy may call either the Republican
Committee Chairman, Bill Van
Blarcom, at (908) 233-0836, or the
Vice-Chairwoman, Marilyn Hart, at
(908) 233-4036.

Fanwood Library to Begin
Registration for Storytimes
The Fanwood Memorial Library has

announced its roster of Children�s
Storytimes and special programs for
March.

Fanwood residents are given prior-
ity in those programs where registra-
tion is required, according to a library
spokesman.

In-person Storytime registration
begins on Monday, March 2, at 10:30
a.m. and ends on Saturday, March 7, at
4:30 p.m.

There is no fee or charge for these
programs. Each program lasts approxi-
mately half an hour.

A 2-Year-Old Storytime with crafts
begins on Tuesday, March 10, and will
run on consecutive Tuesdays at 10:30
a.m., concluding on March 31. A par-
ent or responsible adult must attend
with the child. Registration is necessary
and attendance is limited to 10 children.

A 3- and 4-Year-Old Storytime with
crafts also begins on March 10, and will
run on consecutive Tuesdays at 11:15
a.m., concluding March 31.

Parents are invited to attend with
their child or to stay on hand nearby in
the Children�s Department. A parent
or responsible adult must be present in
the building.

Children younger than 3 years of age
may not attend this program. Registra-
tion is necessary and attendance is
limited to 15 children.

A Storytime especially for 4- and 5-
year-olds will be held on Wednesday
afternoons at 1 p.m., beginning March

11 and concluding on April 1. Regis-
tration is required and attendance is
limited to 15 children.

Storytime for children in Kindergar-
ten through grade 3 will be held at 3:30
p.m. on Tuesdays between March 10
and March 31.

Registration is not required, but a
parent or responsible adult must be on
hand in the library. For further informa-
tion, please call Gloria Rusnak or Su-
san Staub in the Children�s Department
at (908) 322-4377.

Philathalians List Dates
For Social Security

The Philathalians of Fanwood will
present Social Security, an adult com-
edy by Andrew Bergman, Fridays and
Saturdays, February 27 and 28, March
6 and 7, and March 13 and 14, at 8:30
p.m. A 2:30 pm. matinee performance
is also scheduled for Sunday, March 1.

The play is being performed at the
Carriage House, 129 Watson Road in
Fanwood (adjacent to Borough Hall.)

Among those appearing in the show
are Fred Cuozzo and Carole McGee of
Westfield. Les Minski is the director of
the show.

Tickets cost $12 each, and $10 for
seniors and students. For reservations,
please call (908) 322-8686.

Chamber to Run Promotions
With DWC Placing Its Focus
On Streetscape in Westfield
The Downtown Westfield Corp.

(DWC) and the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce have formed a major
alliance to conduct a comprehensive
promotional program for downtown
Westfield, officials of both organiza-
tions announced recently.

The joint arrangement will ensure a
coordinated calendar of events for the
downtown and strengthen efforts of
both organizations to heighten aware-
ness and activity in the central busi-
ness district, said Chamber and DWC
officials.

�This is an historic agreement that
brings together the two major players
downtown for the benefit of the entire
business and residential community,�
said Joe Spector, DWC chairman.

�We hope that this will be the start of
several combined efforts towards real-
izing our common goal of making
Westfield the region�s premier shop-
ping and entertainment destination,�
he further explained.

Stan Baum, President of the West-
field Area Chamber of Commerce,
added, �As the Chamber enters it 50th
anniversary year, it is especially grati-
fying to announce this new era of coop-
eration between the Downtown West-
field Corp. and the members of the
Chamber.

�We look forward to a very produc-
tive working relationship as we de-
velop a successful new program of
retail promotions.�

The contract combines strengths of
both organizations: the financial back-
ing and volunteer manpower of the
DWC special improvement district
with the promotions background and
commitment of the Chamber mem-
bers. Management costs and expenses
will be paid by the Downtown West-
field Corp. as part of its annual promo-
tions budget.

Under the new agreement, Debbie
Schmidt, Executive Director of the
Chamber, will plan, coordinate and
manage retail promotions with the guid-
ance of a joint DWC/Chamber Promo-
tions Committee.

Ms. Schmidt spent seven years as
the Promotions Director of the Subur-
ban Chambers of Commerce in Sum-
mit, where she was responsible for
promotions, advertising and member-
ship recruitment.

As Executive Director of the Down-
town Westfield Corp., the governing
body for Westfield�s special improve-
ment district, Michael La Place will
continue to oversee design, promo-
tions and economic development ef-

forts in the special improvement dis-
trict.

His primary focus will be the real-
ization of a downtown action plan cen-
tering on new streetscape improve-
ments. Mr. La Place is a certified plan-
ner with 10 years� experience in down-
town revitalization in Montclair, and
Gaithersburg, Maryland.

Promotional events planned for
1998, the first full year of the im-
provement district, include a down-
town sporting event in cooperation
with the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission, Saturday and Sunday, June
27 and 28; an expanded summer
jazz festival in conjunction with
Sidewalk Sales Days, Saturday, July
18, through Sunday, July 26, and a
�Discover Westfield� fall promo-
tion on Columbus Day weekend,
Saturday through Monday, October
10 through 12.

�Welcome Home to Westfield,� the
annual holiday promotion, will con-
clude the year from Wednesday, No-
vember 25, through Thursday, Decem-
ber 31.

The joint DWC and Chamber Pro-
motions committee will also explore
means to heighten downtown
Westfield�s image beyond the im-
mediate area, such as through a re-
gional advertising or direct mail
campaign.

In addition, the Chamber of Com-
merce will continue to sponsor the
annual Spring Fling and FestiFall
streetfairs, as well as its own 50th
anniversary celebrations.

Volunteers are still being sought to
serve on the new Promotions Commit-
tee. All Westfield business owners and
residents are encouraged to become
involved.

For information and a meeting sched-
ule, please contact Ms. Schmidt at (908)
233-3021.

Spelling Bee Finalists
Told for Junior Women
The Junior Woman�s Club of West-

field has announced the finalists of
this year�s Spelling Bee.

These finalists will each go on to
the District Spelling Bee to be held at
the Cranford Community Center.

The winner of the Spelling Bee is
Daniel Fredrick followed by first run-
ner-up Henry Koehler.

The other finalists are Michael
Agresta, Julian Agin-Liebes and Jake
Brandman. Julian is in the fourth grade,
while the others are fifth graders.


