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Town Needs to Rise
To Challenge to Rid

Park of Geese Problem
I am responding to the February 12

editorial, and Nancy Priest�s letter- to-
the-editor, both encouraging budgetary
support to continue refurbishing
Mindowaskin Park.

I endorse the Public Works
Department�s proposal to budget funds
for reconstruction of the cement overlook
and for a new sprinkler system.

I also encourage the Westfield Town
Council to spend what is necessary to rid
Mindowaskin Park of the geese. Goose
fecal matter has created a health risk
throughout the park, particularly at the
playground and on the adjoining lawn.

I have observed geese grazing on the
grass and wandering through the play-
ground daily. Because of the unsanitary
conditions, I have stopped taking my
toddler to the playground. It is impos-
sible to walk through the pathways un-
perturbed by goose droppings.

I recognize that moving the geese per-
manently would be a challenge. In the
interest of health and safety, the town
should rise to the challenge. At a mini-
mum, the playground area should be
fenced immediately to reduce future con-
tamination.

Teresa Moore
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Concerned Residents Urged to Attend
Discussion on School Funding Status

The year 1997 brought big changes to
school funding and Department of Edu-
cation regulations in New Jersey.

School Choice, CEIFA, Core Curricu-
lum, Abbott vs. Burke,
Regionalization...these kinds of references
appear daily in the newspapers, but often
we don�t know how or if they touch our

lives.
These issues do affect us all, in our

wallets as property taxpayers, and more
important, with our children in public
schools.

Please come to East Brook Middle
School in Paramus at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 11, when the Garden
State Coalition of Schools will host an
informational evening to discuss the sta-
tus of school funding for suburban dis-
tricts. State legislators have been invited
for a dialogue.

The Garden State Coalition is an advo-
cacy group representing suburban school
districts like Scotch Plains/Fanwood,
Westfield, New Providence, Summit and
many more across the state. These dis-
tricts receive very limited funding from
the Department of Education.

The Coalition, along with a very vocal
public, have worked to improve funding
legislation for suburban districts. Their
efforts to seek high quality education for
all New Jersey students continue.

The school board and budget election
is fast approaching. The more we all
understand the ramifications of the new
school funding guidelines and regula-
tions, the better equipped we�ll be to cast
an informed vote on Tuesday, April 21.

Even though it�s a bit of a trip, please
make the effort to attend on March 11.
Call (908) 322-8023 for directions.

Pat Hoynes
Scotch Plains-Fanwood

School Funding Task Force

Strip Mall Would Further Diminish
Historic Character of Park Place Site
I frequently watch the Scotch Plains

Township Council meetings on Chan-
nel 34 and I am impressed by the fact
that the phrase �we must maintain the
character of Scotch Plains� is often
used when development issues are dis-
cussed.

On Thursday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m.,
the Board of Adjustment will be meeting
to contemplate a use variance that would
allow the property at the Park Place
Restaurant to accommodate a substantial
retail mall.

I have a map, circa 1777, that shows
the Short Hill Tavern on this site and I am
saddened by the fact that this historic
Revolutionary War site will possibly
become further contaminated by a strip
mall.

It is bad enough that the Park Place
Restaurant was allowed to construct a
building completely out of character with
the predecessor restaurant and one that
was built practically on top of Raritan
Road without sufficient setback. Why
allow the property to take another step
downward and out of character with its
original roots?

Why allow a strip mall to be con-
structed on the south side of Scotch Plains
that is completely out of character with
the area and which the local residents do
not want?

You may say that the answer is obvi-
ous and that the Board of Adjustment
will turn down the applicant and the
issue will be over. Don�t bet on it! Strange
things sometimes happen.

It is imperative that a large turnout of
concerned citizens attend the hearing at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
and voice their concerns in regards to this

proposed strip mall development.
We must maintain the character of

Scotch Plains!

Marc Friedenberg
Scotch Plains

New Math Program
Doesn�t Earn Grade

With This Parent
The new math program in Westfield�s

middle schools is designed in such a way
that my seventh grader is toting the same
book as his ninth grade brother. Both are
disgruntled. My high schooler finds it be-
littling; my seventh grader, overwhelming.

If my little one wore his big brother�s
sneakers to school I could well expect a
call from the nurse. If he arrived in his
brother�s coat and jeans, guidance would
undoubtedly query as to the parent�s
availability and even his and her sanity.

As a parent, I feel similarily about his
�wearing� his big brother�s math book in
his backpack every night, and so does he.
In all of my sanity, I truly question the
appropriateness, as I�m certain the school
would, if the clothes were ill-fitting.

Would it not be more fitting, and defi-
nitely more constitutional, to give parents
a voice in deciding if they want their 12
year-old�s noses in high school textbooks?
I, for one, don�t want my child pushed.

My daughter is in the fifth grade. I
want her learning specifically from text-
books designed specifically for middle
school children, and not learning from
high school textbooks until she is in the
high school, thank you.

Sharon Savage
Westfield
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Scotch Plains Shops Offer
Discounts to Benefit WSO

SUPPORTING THE ARTS�Richard Roberts, Ltd. and Beautiful Things,
both in Scotch Plains, will offer a 10 percent discount between March 2 and 9
to customers who mention the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) when
making their purchases. Both shops will contribute 10 percent of symphony
patron sales to the WSO. Pictured, left to right, are: Rick Brownlee, proprietor
of Richard Roberts, Ltd.; Susan Zeigler, Business Manager of the WSO, and
Nell Goodwin, proprietor of Beautiful Things.

During the week of March 2
through 9, Richard Roberts, Ltd.
and Beautiful Things in Scotch
Plains will offer a 10 percent dis-
count to customers who mention the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) when purchasing items at
their stores.

During this promotional period,
both shops will contribute 10 per-
cent of Westfield Symphony patron
sales to the WSO.

Richard Roberts features fine
home and garden furnishings, while
Beautiful Things offers contempo-
rary crafts and unique gifts includ-

ing jewelry, pottery, glass and wood,
among others.

�We are grateful for the participa-
tion of Richard Roberts, Ltd. and
Beautiful Things in this mutually
beneficial promotional effort,� said
Patrick Gaines, WSO Executive Di-
rector.

�We invite other businesses to
join the WSO in future promotions
that serve to strengthen our com-
bined efforts to promote area mer-
chants and support high quality cul-
tural experiences for residents of
Westfield and its surrounding com-
munities,� he added.

Upcoming WSO events include
performances on Saturday, March
21, and Saturday, April 18, and the
WSO 1998 Gala: S�Wonderful on
Saturday, March 28.

The performance on March 21,
Glory of Great Britain, will be held at
the Union County Arts Center at 8
p.m. On April 18, the WSO will
present Porgy and Bess in concert at
The Presbyterian Church in West-
field at 8 p.m.

The 1998 Gala celebrating the
centennial anniversary of composer
George Gershwin�s birth, will be
held at the Short Hills Hilton.

More information may be obtained
by calling (800) GALAWSO.

Tickets are available for both WSO
performances. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-9400 or
visit the WSO web site at
www.westfieldnj.com/wso.

SP-FHS Graduate Gains
Promotion in U.S. Navy

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduate Rear Admiral Keith
W. Lippert, United States Navy Vice
Commander for Naval Supply Sys-
tems Command, has been selected
for promotion to the rank of Rear
Admiral Upper Half (RADM).

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Lippert of Fanwood, he is a 1965
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. RADM Lippert became
Vice Commander last September.

A native of Chicago, he was com-
missioned in 1968 through the Navy
Reserve Officers Training Corps pro-
gram, upon graduation from Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio, where
he earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Mathematics.

RADM Lippert also holds master�s
degrees from the Naval Post Gradu-
ate School in management, awarded
in 1969, and operations research,
which he received with distinction in
1975.

In 1994, he attended the Senior
Executive Program in National and
International Security at the John F.
Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University.

RADM Lippert�s afloat tours have
included duty as a supply officer on
the USS Queenfish, Assistant Supply
Officer on the USS Simon Lake and
supply officer on the USS Canopus.

His shore assignments have in-
cluded Assistant Comptroller and
Commander Submarine Force for the
United States Pacific Fleet, Opera-
tions Research Officer at the Navy
Ships Parts Control Center and in-
ventory analysis staff for the Naval
Supply Systems Command.

RADM Lippert has also served a
Executive Officer at the Naval Sup-
ply Center in Jacksonville, Florida;
Director of the Spares Programs and
Policy Branch of the Office of the
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations
for Logistics; Deputy Commander
for Financial Management and
Comptroller at the Supply Systems

Command, and Commander of the
Defense General Supply Center in
Richmond, Virginia.

Prior to returning to systems com-
mand, RADM Lippert was the First
Commander of the Naval Inventory
Control Point with sites in
Mechanicsburg and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

RADM Lippert is married to the
former Linda Scott of Augusta, Geor-
gia. They have three children, Scott,
Laura and Cathy.

The Naval Supply Systems
Command�s primary mission is to
provide United States Naval Forces
with quality supplies and services.

With headquarters in Mechanics-
burg and employing a worldwide work
force of more than 820 military per-
sonnel and approximately 11,000 ci-
vilians, the command oversees logis-
tics programs in the areas of supply
operations, contracting, resale, fuel,
transportation, security assistance and
mobile fleet hospital support.

In addition, Systems Command is
responsible for Quality of Life issues
for naval forces, including food ser-
vice, postal services, and movement
of  household goods.

NCADD Announces
Two-Day Workshop
In Emotive Therapy

A two-day workshop on Rational
Emotive Therapy Counseling Tech-
niques will be offered on consecutive
Saturdays, March 7 and 14, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sponsored by the National Council
on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
of Union County (NCADD), the course
will be presented by Ed McDonnell.

The cost of the two-day training is
$95 and registration is required to
prevent course cancellation. The
workshop will be held at the NCADD
offices, located at 300 North Avenue,
East, in Westfield.

For further information and regis-
tration, please call (908) 233-8810.

Hopefully Meeting Will Bring Dialogue
On Importance of Woman�s Club House
After your article came out about the

Woman�s Club of Westfield a few weeks
ago, I have wanted to share some thoughts
from a neighbor�s perspective.

I grew up one block away from the
Woman�s Club on South Euclid Avenue,
where I can see the house from my family�s
property.

I remember passing the house daily
while walking to school down that street,
riding a bike to a friend�s house, or just
a trip to a local store. I remember looking
over at the house and thinking what a
beautiful place it was, and how much it
added to our neighborhood.

It was great to have such a majestic
house serve our community in so many
ways in the past. I did not know that the
house was once called The Little White
House or even that the neighborhood was
sited for being a historic district by the
Westfield Historic Commission.

When I read that the Woman�s Club
could be subdivided, and the house could
be torn down, I wondered what this meant
to a wonderful neighborhood.

I understand two points of view: one is
the preservation of a neighborhood, and
the other is to get the true value of the
property. I think, believe it or not, the
best of both worlds can be had here. It is
clear that the neighborhood and the town
community would like to keep the house
and property as one, and simply have the
house change hands to a new owner.

The property sold as one piece will not
only perpetuate the value of the house,
but will benefit the new owner and the
surrounding neighborhood. The true value
of the house is not the monetary value of
the property or how many houses can fit
into one lot, but the distinctiveness this
manor adds to the neighborhood and the
character of Westfield. That would be
valuable to any prospective buyer.

I would like to encourage dialogue at
the Planning Board meeting on Monday,
March 2, at the Municipal Building. At
this meeting I hope that the representa-
tives of this non-profit organization and
the rest of the community can get a
deeper understanding of what this prop-

erty means to Westfield.
I would like to see this community

improved by the outcome of the upcom-
ing decisions, and hope you can join me
at this gathering.

Paul Nazzaro
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Rear Admiral Libbert


