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Students Explore Set Design
At New York City Museum
Gerry Mohr, an art teacher from

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, and three of her painting
students, Jason Meehan, Christie
McPartlan and Susan Tiedemann,
attended a workshop for high school
students at the Cooper Hewitt Na-
tional Design Museum in New York
City.

Through this workshop, entitled
�Architecture for the Imagination:
Set Design for Film and Televi-
sion,� the students worked with pro-
duction designers, Roger Fortune
(who designs Bill Cosby�s sets) and
Audrey Soodoo-Raphael (a Broad-
way set designer who worked on
Bring In �Da Noise, Bring In �Da
Funk.

They explored how sets for film,
shows and television are imagined,
designed and realized. Using a scene
from a novel or short story as a
foundation, students developed

sketches and models of their own
imaginary place, according to a school
spokeswoman.

Students were asked to bring a
favorite novel or short story as their
�ticket� to this program, the spokes-
woman said.

For the month of February, Mrs.
Mohr arranged for her high school
art students to exhibit their work in
the International Departure Lounge
of Terminal B at Newark Interna-
tional Airport.

The works of art consist of draw-
ings, paintings and computer graph-
ics, and will be on display through
the end of the month.

Mindowaskin Park �Friends�
Seek Town Funds for Overlook

The Mindowaskin Park �over-
look� is falling apart and is in
desperate need of restoration work,
according to members of the Friends
of Mindowaskin Park.

The overlook is at the front of
Mindowaskin Park in the center of
Westfield, located on East Broad
Street.  The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, the park�s own
non-profit watchdog organization,
has requested Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim to adopt a budget that con-
siders funds for the necessary res-
toration work to the dilapidated
�overlook.�

The overlook was originally built
circa 1918 and has been repaired or
updated at least twice since. It has
been several years since there has
been any maintenance to the struc-
ture.

�It�s important for the town to
approve funds for the necessary
restoration work to the overlook
to get the ball rolling, and once
the money is  approved,  the
Friends organization will raise
additional monies from private
donations.

�Once the issue of funds is com-
pleted, we�ll oversee analysis and
bids and eventually construction,�
said Nancy Priest, President of
Friends.

�We (The Friends of Mindowaskin
Park) are dedicated to preserving

this precious resource of Westfield,
our town jewel, Mindowaskin Park,�
she stated.

Friends of Mindowaskin Park is
a non-profit organization formed
in 1991 by the directives of the
town mayor to work in a partner-
ship with the town to maintain and
improve the park.

The organization successfully
completed �Phase I� projects as
reported last December and is now
attempting to accomplish the suc-
cess of their �Phase II� projects,
which includes the restoration of
the overlook, and is committed to
further preserving and improving
Mindowaskin Park.

Because of the �Friends�� hard
work, said Friends spokeswoman
Karen Gorman Rea, the park is
now listed in the National Garden
Conservancy and is a designated
historic district listed by the West-
field Historic Preservation Com-
mission.

Mindowaskin Park is considered
by some to be the town�s crown
jewel and certainly offers a lot for
all of Westfield to be proud, Ms.
Rea added.

Those residents interested in do-
nating any monies to the Phase II
projects are asked to write to Friends
of Mindowaskin Park, Attention.:
Treasurer, P.O. Box 87, Westfield,
07091.

Local Thrift Shop
Plans Half Price Sale
The Thrift Shop at 1730 East Sec-

ond Street in Scotch Plains will hold
a half-price sale from Tuesday, March
3, through Saturday, March 7.

Shop hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday.

For further information, please call
(908) 322-5420, a 24-hour service.
All profits are returned to local and
county charities each year.

A SPECIAL GIFT�Westfield resident Stephen Toal, President of The
Neumann Foundation, presents a check to Norma Godin, Executive Director,
and Karen Spencer, Director of Development for the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion of New Jersey, to grant a wish of a seriously-ill child from Union County.

Neumann Foundation Helps
Grant Child�s Disney Wish

The Neumann Foundation, in con-
junction with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of New Jersey, recently
made it possible for a little girl from
Union County and five family mem-
bers to go to Disney World for a

three-day visit.
The itinerary for the family in-

cludes one three-day ticket per per-
son to the Magic Kingdom, EPCOT
Center, MGM Studios, Universal
Studios, Sea World and Dinner The-
ater.

Accommodations for the family
will be at �Give Kids The World,�
with activities including a pool party
with Sea World characters, breakfast
with Disney characters, horse rides
and a ceremony to have a star placed
on the ceiling of the �Castle of
Miracles� with the wish child�s name
on it.

The Neumann Foundation, a non-
profit organization based in West-
field, was founded in 1989 in memory
of Essex County Police Officer Keith
Neumann, who was killed during a
pre-dawn drug raid.

The foundation provides financial
support to various causes including
mountain bikes for various police
departments, according to a spokes-
man for the foundation.

The bikes are used to patrol the
local parks and downtown areas in
an attempt to eliminate crime and
reacquaint the police with the com-
munity, the spokesman said.

To contribute to The Neumann
Foundation, please send contribu-
tions to: The Neumann Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 2654, Westfield,
07091.

DWC Director to Speak
On Initiatives Planned
For Business District
Michael La Place, Executive Di-

rector of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, will be the featured
speaker at a meeting of the College
Woman�s Club on Tuesday, March 3,
at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge of the First
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

He will discuss new developments
in Westfield�s central business dis-
trict, including recent retail activity
and design initiatives such as the
Central Avenue gateway project and
proposed streetscape improvements.

Mr. La Place is a certified planner
with over 10 years of experience in
community planning and downtown
revitalization. He joined the DWC
last August, where he is responsible
for managing design, economic de-
velopment and promotional programs
for the downtown special improve-
ment district.

The district was formed by ordi-
nance of the Town Council in June,
1996 to stimulate downtown growth
and development.

Prior to coming to Westfield, Mr.
La Place was a town planner in
Montclair, and Gaithersburg, Mary-
land, where he was actively involved
in historic preservation, urban de-
sign and business recruitment ef-
forts.

He holds a bachelor�s degree and a
Master of Urban and Regional Plan-
ning degree from The George Wash-
ington University in Washington,
D.C.

The program is open to all College
Woman�s Club members and their
guests. Founded in 1917, The College
Woman�s Club awards scholarships to
deserving young women from West-
field and provides numerous enrich-
ment opportunities for its members.

For membership information,
please contact Mary Ellen O�Boyle,
at 233-1031 or 233-5347.

STATE OF DISREPAIR�The Friends of Mindowaskin Park in Westfield has
requested that the Town Council include funds in the 1998 Municipal Budget
to restore the concrete overlook of the park on the East Broad Street side.

Residents Warned of Calls
Offering Chimney Work

The Westfield Fire Department has
reported that a number of chimney
cleaning service contractors have
been soliciting work in the Union
County area via �cold calling� tele-
phone calls.

The callers state that they are work-
ing in the prospective client�s area
and will be available to clean a chim-
ney flue for a specified amount of
money, according to the Fire Depart-
ment.

Once they begin work on the chim-
ney, they claim to have found serious
problems with the integrity of the
flue which requires immediate atten-
tion.

They then attempt to sell the client
a chimney liner system, which they
claim is immediately necessary to
prevent the client from being poi-
soned by carbon monoxide, the Fire
Department revealed.

�Carbon monoxide is a product of
combustion emitted by your heating

system and water heater,� the depart-
ment explained in a statement.

�Please be advised that this type of
work requires a permit from the
Westfield Building Department in
order to verify that the correct mate-
rials are being used, and to provide
for inspections by the Building In-
spector and Fire Inspector,� read the
statement from the Fire Department.

�Once the inspections are con-
ducted, a certificate of approval is
issued to the home owner by the
Construction Official,� the statement
concluded.

Anyone who becomes involved in
this type of situation is urged by the
department to contact a local chim-
ney contractor for an inspection of
their chimney and a second opinion
as to the necessity of such work.

They may also call the Westfield
Building Department at (908) 789-
4125, or the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4130, to request
an inspector�s assistance.

Ingrid Willemsen
Receives Honors

At Purdue University
Ingrid Nicole Willemsen was one of

about 5,900 Purdue University students
who earned academic honors for the fall
1997 semester.

To earn honors, students must have at
least a 3.5 semester or cumulative grade-
point average on a four-point scale.

Ingrid received scholastic honors in
the field of science.


