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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
WAGNER TURNS THE TIDE; WINS 100-BUTTERFLY

Coed Raiders Defeat Devils;
Win 1st North A Swim Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN & MARK

YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Raider Jeff Wagner achieved
something which he previously had never
done and which very few swimmers have
ever done: touch home first before Blue
Devil junior Seth Burstein in the 100-
yard butterfly event. It could not have
happened at a better time, as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School coed swim-
ming team defeated the Westfield High
School boys’ swimming team, 91.5-78.5,
in the semifinal round of the North 1-2
Public A State swimming tournament.

The Blue Devils had won three straight
sectional titles and knew they had their
work cut out for them after experiencing
an earlier season loss to the Raiders’
coed team. Scotch Plains also had also
finished second to Westfield in the county
tournament on February 7, and had fin-
ished behind Westfield in the Pirate Invi-
tational on January 17.

“It was the turning point of the meet. It
was just a super win and I am sure, from
the coaches point of view, that it was
unexpected, commented Raider Assis-
tant Swimming Coach Jim Powers of
Wagner’s stunning victory.

Westfield, which went 12-3 in dual
meets and then out-swam both
Hackensack and Vernon to reach the

finals, realized the tremendous rivalry
between both competing schools/towns
could only help to raise the energy level.

“It was a relatively close meet, and I
think we did pretty much as well as we
could do,” said Westfield Coach Martha
Heintzelman. “They (Raiders) were defi-
nitely very excited and very psyched up.
It’s been very exciting and Scotch Plains
has been really close to us.

“If we did not have Scotch Plains, we
would not be swimming the way we’ve
been swimming,” Heintzelman added.

In the first four events, both squads each
took a pair. Westfield’s quartet of Coley
Lechner, Jay Pollack, Seth Burstein and
Cliff Haldeman won the 200-medley relay
with a timing of 1:43.05, and Burstein swam
a 2:03.56 to win the 200-individual medley.

Scotch Plains got a first-place effort
from Charlie Rowe (1:51.97) in the 200-
freestyle, while David Russ prevailed in
the 50-freestyle in :22.91.

But Wagner’s superb effort of :54.90 in
the 100-butterfly, coupled with Rowe’s
winning time of :51.13 in the 100-free was
just the catalyst the Raiders needed to jump
ahead for keeps. After Pollack (5:07) cap-
tured the 500-free and Westfield then added
on a victory in the 200-freestyle relay, the
Raiders took the last three events to win.

Ian Doebber, always such a key man for
the Raiders all season, won the 100-back-

stroke in :57.19; Russ won the 100-
breaststroke in 1:05.47, and Rowe, Chris
Karelus, Doebber and Russ won the
400-freestyle relay in 3:33.99.

If both of these teams could somehow
meet 10 times, would each team win
five times?

“I would think so,” answered Raiders
Coach Jessica Hulnik, who concurred
that her team’s incentive level was en-
hanced by the competition it was facing.

“They really wanted to win,” added
Hulnik, whose team will go on to com-
pete in the All-Groups tournament on
Feb. 28 against Shawnee, which de-
feated West Windsor, aided greatly by a
controversial ruling that a West Windsor
was wearing an earring. “They were
really excited going into the meet.

“Actually, it was a really good meet.
Both teams swam really well.”

NORTH PUBLIC A
SEMIFINALS:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 91.5 Westfield
78.5

(North Brunswick, 25 Yds)
(Pt. Count - First 3 Places)

200 medley relay – 1. (W) A (Coley
Lechner, Jay Pollack, Seth Burstein,
Cliff Haldeman) 1:43.05, 2. (SPF) (Steve
Berkowitz, Dave Russ, Jeff Wagner, Ian
Doebber) 1:43.39, 3. (John Winkler,
Chris Swenson, Dan Morris, Chris
Smith) 1:52.71

200 freestyle – 1. Charlie Rowe (SPF)
1:51.97, 2. Erik Larson (W) 1:52.52, 3.
Pollack (W) 1:53.20

200 IM – 1. Burstein (W) 2:03.56, 2.
Doebber (SPF) 2:07.10, 3. S. Berkowitz
(SPF) 2:12.18

50 free – 1. Russ (SPF) :22.91, 2.
Lechner (W) :23.11, 3. Haldeman (W)
:23.64

100 fly – 1. Wagner (SPF) :54.90, 2.
Burstein (W) :56.19, 3. Ann Espinoza
(SPF) 1:01.85

100 free – 1. Rowe (SPF) :51.13, 2.
Haldemen (W) :51.60, 3. Larson (W) :51.96

500 free – 1. Pollack (W) 5:07. 57, 2.
S. Berkowitz (SPF) 5:11.21, 3. Rob
Myers (W) 5:12.46

200 free relay – 1. (W) (Haldeman,
Larson, Burstein, Pollack) 1:36.41, 2.
(SPF) (Wagner, Chris Karelus, Smith,
Rowe) 1:38.34, 3. (W) (Turner Yevich,
Matt Cahill, Matt Vidovich, S.
Kautzmann) 1:41.41

100 back – 1. Doebber (SPF) :57.19,
2. Lechner (W) :57.80, 3. Wagner (SPF)
1:00.64

100 breast – 1. Russ (SPF) 1:05.47,
2. Swenson (SPF) 1:06.96, 3. Myers
(W) 1:07.30

400 free relay – 1. (SPF) (Rowe, Karelus,
Doebber, Russ) 3:33.99, 2. (W) (Larson,
Kyle McClusky, Kautzmann, Lechner)
3:37.21 3. (SPF) (Jen Bassman, Missy
Canniff, Espinoza, S. Berkowitz) 3:45.33

FRIEDMAN, TEZUCAR, BALY, 2 KIVETZS WIN

Devil Wrestlers Drop Final
Match to Somerville, 54-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Pioneers came on strong in the
lower weight classes. At 103, Phil DiBetta
caught Blue Devil Mike Sawicki in a far-
side cradle to record a fall in :58. K.J.
Barreiro got the best of Dan Sawicki at
112 and pinned him with a half nelson in
1:15, to put the Pioneers ahead 12-0.

The Pioneers received a forfeit at 119;
then Jason Kraska at 125 pulled an upset
by coming from behind to catch Blue
Devil Dan Todd in a half-nelson to record
a fall in 3:38. At that point, the Pioneers
held a 24-0 lead

Blue Devil Jeff Kivetz put an end to the
shutout, by recording a 7-2 decision over
Angelo Rodriguez at 130. Kivetz got his
first takedown by using an elevator defen-
sive tactic, then used a single-leg to navy-
ride takedown in the second period to take
a 4-0 lead. Rodriguez got a reversal just
before the period ended, but Kivetz added
three more points in the third period with
a running escape and a neat, delayed
single-heel takedown to seal the victory.

A wild bout at 135 ended in Pioneer
Fred Tenore’s favor, when he worked a
Peery pin to half-nelson maneuver on
Francisco Vasquez in 4:50.

Blue Devils Nick Friedman came fir-
ing out at 140 and immediately lifted
Brian Murphy off his feet with a double-
leg takedown. Before the first period
ended, Friedman added two two-point
near falls. In the second period, Fried-

man pulled a switch reversal and added
a three-point near fall, then tacked on
another three-point near fall and a rever-
sal in the third period, to record a 16-0
technical fall in 4:27. The team score
now stood at 30-8.

Onur Tezucar changed the attitude of
a haughty Jason Lowery at 145 by re-
cording a 7-4 decision. The first reality
came when Tezucar got a takedown and
then clamped Lowery in a cradle to take
a 5-0 lead. Lowery got an escape just
before the first period ended, but Tezucar
worked a Peterson reversal early in the
second period to roll ahead, 7-1. Lowery
picked up a reversal and a penalty point,

but time ran out and the Blue Devils
picked up another three team points.

The Pioneers got more good fortune
at 152, when Frank Aquario snapped a
4-4 tie by reversing Tom Hanscom, then
catching him to record a fall in 3:50.

A thriller at 160 ended with Blue
Devil Mike Kivetz picking up a 6-4
decision over Fred Picchiello. Kivetz
was taken down first by Picchiello, but
escaped and worked a head-in-arm,
walk-around takedown to go ahead 3-2.
Picchiello answered with a reversal to
end the first period. After a brutal but
scoreless second period, Kivetz received

FEIGHNER FIRES 17, PATTERSON 13

Raider B-ballers Clip
Cougar Boys, 64-59
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When you get a chance to have some-
thing for free, take it; and the seventh-
seeded Raiders took advantage of 31 free
throws, sinking 25 of them, and sunk the
Cranford High School boys’ basketball
team, 64-59, in the preliminary round of
the Union County Tournament on Febru-
ary 18 in Elizabeth.

The outcome appeared shaky for the
Raiders in the first half, as the Cougars
clawed their way to a 31-27 lead thanks
to the hot paw of Kevin Feeley, who was
dangerous from the three-point range.
The Raiders, however, were on a mission
to contain Feeley.

After regrouping at half-time, the Raid-
ers took an offensive swipe at the Cou-
gars, outscoring them, 18-11, in the third
quarter to grasp a 45-42 lead. The battle
got furiously intense, as the Cougars tied
the score with only minutes remaining.
From that point on, the Raiders took
over. Doug Bishop fired in five free
throws and teammate Don Patterson sank
a basket and two free throws.

Feeley sank five three-pointers for the
Cougars and finished with 17 points. Jeff
Feighner of the Raiders matched Feeley
with 17 points of his own, and Patterson
finished with 13. Raider sophomore Ron
Generette struck for 12 points, and Dave
Gewirtz hit two from the three-point
range and totaled eight points. Bishop
had six points; Ben Martinez made five,

and Steve Simms added three.
“I’m sure they were looking at Gewirtz,

who can hit the three-pointers, I thought
other people picked us up. I thought
Generette really helped. I believe he had
12 points in the first quarter,” commented
Raider Head Coach Willie Leonardi.

“We did a real good job of making our
foul shots. Patterson came in and did a
real nice job. But at different times we
got different buckets from different kids.
Simms had a big three for us, and Gewirtz
had a big three just before the end of the
first half. And we got their lead down to
four at the half.”

Leonardi noted, “The game was pretty
much the same as in the first game we
played them. The scores were pretty much
identical. I believe the key was that we
held Feeley to 17 points and controlled
the rest of the team. Leonardi added,
“We played pretty good defense in the
second half.

Leonardi was asked what precipitated
all the foul shots. He responded, “Yes,
we started to be more aggressive and
when we got more aggressive on the
boards, we got fouled more often. And
not only that, but when you press like
they do (Cranford), you tend to foul a
lot.” Leonardi added, “Then when they
got behind, they had to foul.

The Raiders lifted their record to 16-5,
and advanced to the quarterfinals to face
the second-seeded Union Farmers on
February 21. Cranford dropped to 12-8.

Leonardi was asked if he was going to try
any different strategy against the Union
Farmers. He grinned and said, “Yes, we
are going to do a couple of things differ-
ently.” Leonardi laughed and would not
say just what exactly he was planning to do.
Cranford 17 14 11 17 59
Sc Plns-Fanwood 16 11 18 19 64

Roselle Roundballers Roll
Past Blue Devil Boys, 79-53

Third-seeded Roselle High School
rumbled to a 25-7 first-quarter lead; then
later roared with a 24-8 fourth-quarter
bellow, to overwhelm the Westfield High
School boys’ basketball team, 79-53, in
the preliminary round of the Union County
Tournament on February 18 in Rahway.

Although dazed, the Blue Devils were
not confused, as they drew upon their
pride and did some roaring of their
own. With the determination of juniors
Lamont Turner and Maurice
Boatwright, the Blue Devils put up 25
points in the second quarter. Turner
made some impressive left-handed lay-
ups, then sank two three-pointers.
Boatwright found the basket several

times, while being under heavy pres-
sure from the Roselle defenders.

By half-time, the score had narrowed
to 40-32, and the Blue Devils had Roselle
scrambling to regroup. Unfortunately,
the regrouping occurred. Turner and
Boatwright both finished with 19 points;
Pete Anzelone and Greg Freisen both
scored six points, and Rob McCullam
added three points. Turner hit three from
three-point range; Boatwright hit two,
and McCullam hit one.

Westfield fell to 7-11, while Roselle
climbed to 16-3 and advanced to the
quarterfinals.
Westfield   7 25 13   8 53
Roselle 25 15 15 24 79

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Devil Icemen Topple
Summit in Playoff, 5-2

By ANDREW CAMBRIA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The third time proved to be the charm
for the Westfield High School Ice Hockey
team, as they skated past a tough Summit
Hilltoppers ice hockey team by a score of
5-2 on February 19. The teams previous
two meetings turned out to be disap-
pointing losses for the Blue Devils.

The Blue Devils knew that more was at
stake in their quarterfinal meeting with
Summit in the Van Cott Cup. The Blue
Devils had a strong turn around, as they put
forth three solid periods of play, which
included a three-goal run in the third period.

Westfield battled Summit to a 0-0
stalemate at the end of one period. The
game was a physical one, as eight penal-
ties were called in the first period.

Senior Captain Brendan Hickey helped
lead the Blue Devils to victory, as he
knocked in the first goal. The Hilltoppers
climbed back right away, as they stepped
up to put in a short-handed goal three-and-
a-half minutes after the Blue Devils’ goal.

Just before the end of the second pe-
riod, Ronnie Kashlak made his presence
known, as he put the Blue Devils ahead
by a score of 2-1. Second-period action
highlights included great offensive hustle
by Christian Fagin and Eric Schoenberg.
Both helped give the Blue Devils quality
scoring chances. Defenseman Bryan
Gates helped the offense by rushing the
puck up ice several times during the
period. Defensively, sophomore Chad
Puschel was in net once again, and put
forth an outstanding effort.

The Hilltoppers made things interest-
ing by putting in the tying goal just :30
into the third period, but Mike Byrd and
Brandon Kape both found the net to push
the Blue Devils ahead for good.

Before the game, Kashlak said, “I think
I’m just going to have to go buck wild out
there today.” Kashlak did just that in the
third period, as he put in a beautiful
breakaway goal to help seal the victory.
Kashlak, tallied two goals and two assists.

The Blue Devils appear to be show-
ing new life as things are looking up for
the team.

Gates commented, “The win against
Summit was a big one for all of us. We
were due for a win against Summit. I hope
the team stays on track for the playoffs.”
Westfield 0 2 3 5
Summit 0 1 1 2
    **See Photos on Page 15 and 16 **

DEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFO.....
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST
be submitted by FRIDAY,
4 P.M. Weekend sports
ONLY will be accepted
up till Noon on Monday.
Aritcles must be typed,
double spaced, upper
and lower case and no
longer than 1-1/2 pages.
NO EXCEPTIONS

Blue Devils Place
Two Groups at

Meet of Champs
A handful of Devils successfully com-

peted in the Meet of Champions at
Princeton’s Jadwin Gym on February
22. The afternoon began with Sage
Stefiuk running 5:24 in the girls’ 1,600-
meter run. Stefiuk placed 10th overall.

The Blue Devil boys’ 1,600-meter
relay won the second heat, and also
placed in the top 10 overall. The relay
was led off by senior Dave Geissler with
a :54.5, followed by a :51.5 from senior
Steve Dennis. After a shaky hand off,
sophomore Frank Ianni maintained the
lead with a :53.5, and junior Gordon
Kaslusky crossed the line with a clutch
finish in :52.9.

Kashlak, Kape Make
Ice Hockey Top 15
Westfield High School Ice Hockey

players Ronnie Kashlak and Brandon
Kape remain among the elite in the
Public School Ice Hockey scoring lead-
ers as the season nears its conclusion.
Kashlak has amassed 95 points and
Kape has totaled 47 points.
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(908) 232-1919

A Retail, SCHOOL & TEAM Dealer Offering A Complete
 Line of School Team Jackets, Uniforms & Footwear

AMPLE FREE PARKING

241 South Ave., East, Westfield
(South Avenue Plaza)

“Your All-Season Sports Supply Store”
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For ALL Your Sporting Needs
� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey� Football � Field Hockey

� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running� Soccer � Tennis � Running

Specially Priced

Football Shoe Sale

Converse � Adidas � Nike

Air Adjust ForceMen�s NikeBasketball SneakersReg. $12500 SALE $7500
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CARRYING: • Shinguards • Soccer Balls
• Soccer & Football Cleats & Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service

Closed Wed. and Sun

ALL MODELS ON

• Micron Filtration
• Tools on Board

Sensible Prices
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Your Home Care
Headquarters
� Vacuums
� Central Vacuum Systems
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
www.westfieldnj.com/etpetersen

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIALWe Have

The New

Models!

SALE
Guaranteed

Satisfaction

PROUD NORTH A CHAMPIONS…Very happy and proud Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School swimmers surround Chris Karelus, with trophy, after
defeating the Westfield High School boys in the North A Swimming Title meet.
Jeff Wagner, right of Karelus, and Melissa Canniff, to Karelus’ left, add support.
Dana Berkowitz, lower left, and Ian Doebber, lower right, join in with the
remainder of the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HIGH RIDER…Blue Devil Francisco Vasquez, top,
gets a little high on Pioneer Fred Tenore in the 135-
pound bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PETERSON ROLL…Blue Devil Tom Hanscom loosens his clamp
after performing a Peterson’s roll on Pioneer Frank Aquario in the
152-pound class.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
INTENSE BASKETBALL GAME…Greg Freisen, left, and Tom Langton,
right, of the Blue Devils collide with a Roselle High School basketball player
during their Union County playoff game in Rahway on February 18. Despite a
gallant comeback by the Blue Devils in the second quarter, the third-seeded
Roselle team defeated Westfield, 79-53. See additional picture on page 15.


