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County Worker is Killed
By Tree While Clearing

Debris From  Stream
By SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

A Union County Public Works
employee was killed February 18 when
a tree crashed through the cab win-
dow of an excavator he was using to
clear debris from a stream in Scotch
Plains.

John P. Stubbs, 30, of Clark, who
worked for the Department of Public
Works� Bureau of Mosquito Control,
was removing debris with three other
men at a right-of-way easement on
Waverly Place when the accident oc-
curred at 9:39 a.m., authorities said.

Mr. Stubbs had grasped a fallen, 20-
foot tree with the excavator bucket to
pull it out of the stream, according to
Union County Director of Public
Works Frank Dann. He said the tree
suddenly slipped from the bucket,
however, and crashed through the
window of the excavator�s cab.

While the site supervisor radioed
for medical assistance, the other two
workers tried in vain to free their col-
league, who had been pinned against
the rear of the cab by the tree, Mr.
Dann said.

Township police, along with the
Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad
and Mercy 6 of Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield responded
to the call.

The victim, who exhibited no vital
signs when medical units arrived, was
pronounced dead at the scene at 10:13
a.m. by emergency personnel, accord-
ing to a statement by the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

An autopsy performed later that
day at University Hospital in Newark
revealed that Mr. Stubbs died of posi-
tional asphyxiation, according to po-
lice. The victim had worked for the
Bureau of Mosquito Control for eight
years.

Mr. Dann explained that the �some-
what wooded� Waverly Place site
where the men were working is one of
25 �hot spots� for mosquito infesta-
tion in the county which are serviced
annually by the bureau.

The Public Works Director said
these areas typically involve bodies
of water which have become clogged
by trees, brush and other debris. When
the water cannot move, it turns stag-
nant and becomes a breeding ground
for mosquitoes, Mr. Dann stated.

Mr. Stubbs, who was born in The
Bronx, had lived in Roselle Park before
moving to Clark three years ago. He
was a member of the Clark Volunteer
Fire Department for three years, and
had served as a fire inspector for that
township as well.

He previously had been a Lieuten-
ant with the Roselle Park Volunteer
Fire Department.

�His whole life was dedicated to
Public Service,� remarked Mr. Dann.
�These days, its hard to find people to
volunteer. I gave him a lot of credit for
doing that.�

The Public Works Director said the
department allowed Mr. Stubbs time
away from his job to respond to calls
for the Clark Fire Department. �He was
a wonderful guy,� Mr. Dann said.
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AUDIENCE CAPTIVATED BY BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM

St. John�s Youngsters Share History
Of Famed Underground Railroad
By CANDACE WALLER

Specially Written for The Times

The history of the underground
railroad, a clandestine network that
allowed African-Americans to find
their way to freedom, came alive this
past Saturday night during a program
at St. John�s Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains.

Toddlers to teenagers all made
unique contributions to the program,
which celebrated February as Black
History Month.

As recounted by the youngsters,
traveling along the underground rail-
road was extremely dangerous. Blood-
hounds were used to track slaves and
return them to their masters, where
they would be beaten or killed by
overseers.

�Every flight from slavery repre-
sented the bravest of actions,� said
Gloria Young Brody, who was dressed
in African clothing. �Anything was
better than returning to the plantation
to receive a beating by the overseer.�

It has been estimated that railroad
�conductors� led 100,000 slaves to
freedom.

Park Middle School student Kashari
Slaughter explained that, �The under-
ground railroad took escaped slaves
to northern states and Canada. It was
called the underground railroad be-
cause it was swift and secretive.�

The underground railroad helped
African-Americans from southern
states such as Virginia get to northern
states and Canada, explained Tina
Granderson in her address. Trails led
through Ohio, Indiana and Pennsyl-
vania.

Due to the danger, escape code
words were used when talking about
the subject. Hiding places were called
stations, and conductors were free
African-Americans and some whites
who led slaves into freedom.

The most famous underground rail-
road conductor was Harriet Tubman,
a former slave who eventually led
hundreds of other slaves to freedom
without being caught.

Often beaten as a young girl,
Tubman was seriously injured when
she was struck on the head while
coming to the aid of another slave
who was engaged in a heated argu-
ment with the master.

As a result of that injury, she would
often have periods when she blacked
out and suffered memory loss. This
disability, however, did not stop her
from helping others to freedom.

There were huge bounties for the
return of slaves, and slave catchers
were vicious in the handling of their
captives. This forced many slaves to
use their creativity and ingenuity to
escape. Henry �Boxed� Brown
wrapped himself in a box with a few
provisions and addressed the box to
Philadelphia.

�It took 26 hours for me to arrive in
Philadelphia from Virginia,� said Kyle

Gillyard, the young actor who played
Brown in the program at St. John�s
Church.

�Sometimes the ride was uncom-
fortable when the box I was in was
turned upside down. I have been
known as Henry �Boxed� Brown every
since,� revealed Kyle in his role as the
clever former slave.

Negro spiritual songs were often
codes to help escaping slaves. Slave
masters encouraged singing because
they thought the slaves were happy,
but oftentimes they were used to send
messages.

The St. John�s Children�s Choir,
under the direction of Sharynn Porter,
sang �Swing Low Sweet Chariot,� one
such code song.

The St. John�s Youth Choir per-
formed a moving rendition of �Stomp,�
recorded by Kirk Franklin.

Scotch Plains� own Keva Otunga
performed a spiritual dance to the
song �O�Shea BaBa� which is Nige-
rian for �Thank You Father.�

Ms. Otunga has been dancing for
only a year, but she captivated the
audience with her movement and fa-
cial expressions.

Two Seek BOE Seats
As Deadline for Filing
Petitions Draws Near

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Only two candidates so far have filed nominating petitions for the three
available seats on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, the
office of School Business Administrator and Board Secretary Matthew A.
Clarke has confirmed.

The deadline for filing petitions is this Monday, March 2, at 4 p.m.
Petitions, which require 10 signatures, may be picked up at and returned
to the school district�s central administration offices at Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

School elections will take place on Tuesday, April 21.
Last year, eight candidates ran for three vacancies on the board. Among

them was Norman A. Ross of Nicholl Avenue in Scotch Plains, who filed
his petition last Friday in another election bid.

The open seats this year are held by Dr. Donald E. Sheldon, President
of the board, Albert J. Syvertsen and Richard R. Meade. Dr. Sheldon and
Mr. Syvertsen both live in Scotch Plains, while Mr. Meade is a resident of
Fanwood. Full terms on the board are three years each.

First elected in 1992, Dr. Sheldon is seeking his third term on the board.
The incumbent, who lives on Acacia Road, has been President of the
school board for five years. He filed his petition on February 2.

Dr. Sheldon, a township resident for 30 years, was formerly employed
by the school district for 23 years as Director of Guidance and later as
Director of Special Services.

Mr. Ross, who has lived in Scotch Plains for six years, was a teacher of
emotionally-disturbed students at Rahway High School for 30 years. Now
retired, the candidate has also taught adult school courses in various New
Jersey municipalities.

OCEAN ROUTING PUSHED BY SOME RESIDENTS AT HEARING IN TOWNSHIP

FAA Plans to Implement Test of New Departure
Routes at Newark Airport Starting on March 15

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

A Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) official told Union County resi-
dents Tuesday at a forum in Scotch
Plains Township, that the FAA will
begin a six-month test on Sunday,
March 15, at Newark International
Airport that will allow departing air-
craft to rise to higher altitudes more
quickly and include a 260-degree turn
southwest of the airport.

Referred by the agency as the
�Arthur Kill Two SID,� the test will
supply data in seeking a reduction of
noise from low-flying aircraft for area
residents, according to FAA Air Traf-
fic Division Manager for the Eastern
Region, Franklin D. Hatfield.

 �Around Newark, LaGuardia and
Kennedy Airports, you have three of
the busiest air spaces on the face of
the earth,� he declared.

FAA officials told City of Linden
Councilman Albert S. Youngblood in
response to a question about the plan
that the tracks or flight paths of air-
craft will not change much, but the
altitude for aircraft taking off will be
doubled from the end of the runway.

 The plan takes aircraft to 5,000 feet
within two miles of the runway and
feeds it along an industrial zone be-
tween Carteret and Rahway, accord-
ing to Mr. Hatfield. Higher � faster,
became the mantra of the evening in
describing the plan.

If the 260-degree turn plan were to
go into effect year round, Mr. Hatfield
indicated, it would affect about 45
percent of air traffic at Newark Airport

over 60 percent of the year, or about
seven months out of 12.

A similar plan using a wider 250-
degree turn for aircraft out of Newark
was abruptly canceled last August
when departing planes from Newark

and incoming aircraft to LaGuardia
crossed paths and experienced what
Mr. Hatfield called �a loss of separa-
tion� in airspace near Newark.

 He said that computer analysis of
the plan had looked good but, in prac-

tice, it failed to prove safe.
Safety, efficiency and environmen-

tal impact (noise) are the three pri-
mary factors Mr. Hatfield said the
FAA will be looking at in determining

Jeanne Whitney for The Times

HIGHER, FASTER...Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Air Traffic East-
ern Region Division Manager Frank Hatfield, right, and Tom Bock, left, FAA
Airspace Branch Manager, indicate flights of an estimated 600 daily departures
out of Newark International Airport that will fly higher more quickly after
takeoff under the 260-degree turn plan.
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Candace Waller for The Times

SPIRITUAL SONG�The Children�s Choir of St. John�s Baptist Church in
Scotch Plains, under the direction of Sharynn Porter, performed the Negro
spiritual �Swing Low Sweet Chariot� during a program last Saturday at the
church. Youngsters from pre-school through adolescence recalled the signifi-
cance of the underground railroad � a network which helped slaves escape
north to freedom � in observance of February as Black History Month.

Proposed Development
Generates New Concern
Over Roadway Design

By CANDACE WALLER
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
heard additional testimony February
18 concerning an appeal by Ernest
Fantini for permission to develop prop-
erty he owns near Pheasant and Sleepy

Hollow Lanes.
The board rejected a proposal iden-

tified as Plan A for development of the
property last month, and Mr. Fantini is
now attempting to win approval for
Plan B. Like its predecessor, this plan
calls for the applicant�s property to be
divided into nine separate lots.

The property, earmarked for what is
known as the Better View Homes de-
velopment, straddles the border be-
tween Scotch Plains and Plainfield.
Because of this, Plainfield officials
will hear the application as well.

Last week, traffic expert John
Vincenti, a consultant with EKA As-
sociates in Scotch Plains, spoke on
behalf of citizens who are opposed to
the Fantini application. No decision
was rendered at this meeting, how-
ever.

Plan A of the Fantini application
was rejected on the grounds that all of
the proposed homes, including the
ones in Plainfield, would be built fac-
ing Scotch Plains. Board members also
determined that, under Plan A, the
lots would be of substandard size.

Joseph Murray, the attorney repre-
senting Mr. Fantini, said last month
that he believed Plan B would be ac-
ceptable to the board because it does
not require any variances.

Mr. Vincenti, however, spoke about

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Times are reminded that copy should
be e-mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times� e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street,
Westfield or through our mail slot.
To ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we encour-
age e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BOARD ADOPTS SCHOOL CALENDAR WITH SEPT. 8 START DATE

Superintendent Urges BOE to Support
Proposed $41.8 Million Budget for 1998-99

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye has asked the Board of Edu-
cation to approve a $41,835,912 bud-
get for the 1998-1999 school year.

If approved, first by the board, then
by Union County and state education
officials, and, ultimately, by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood voters on Tuesday,
April 21, the budget will generate a
3.47 percent tax rate increase.

In Scotch Plains, where the average
assessed home value is $115,000, the
proposed 1998 school tax rate per
$100 of assessed value is $3.19, com-
pared to $3.12 in 1997, an increase of
2.24 percent.

This means a possible annual in-
crease of $80.50 on an average as-
sessed home in Scotch Plains.

Seventy-five percent of the 4,423
students enrolled in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district reside in
Scotch Plains.

Taking into consideration the
school tax rate, the 2.2 percent tax hike
proposed in the municipal budget,
and a minimal increase in Union
County taxes, owners of an average
assessed home in Scotch Plains are
looking at an anticipated annual tax
increase of approximately $115.

The tax implications are greater for
Fanwood residents. Here, the aver-
age assessed home value is $83,000. If

the budget is approved, homeowners
could expect a 1998 school tax rate of
$3.89 per $100 of assessed value, a
4.01 percent increase over the 1997
school tax rate of $3.74.

This translates into an annual in-
crease of $124.50 on an average as-
sessed home in the borough.

Although Fanwood officials are not
expected to formally introduce the
municipal budget until Thursday,
March 12, preliminary figures from
Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern say
residents may see a 2 percent increase
in borough taxes.

This equates to an additional $24 to
$25 per year on a average assessed
home in Fanwood. However, Mrs.
McGovern stressed that �these num-
bers could change.�

Incorporated into budget revenues
are $3,411,863 in state funding, which
includes aid for transportation, spe-
cial education, bilingual education,
supplemental stabilization, and the
academic achievement award.

Restricted aid of $177,899 is included
for distance learning programs. Fed-
eral aid figures have not been final-
ized.

During budget preparations, the
administration called upon budget
managers to more accurately allocate
their dollars to avoid the need for
monthly budget adjustments during

the coming school year.
A number of school board mem-

bers, including Richard R. Meade and
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr., frequently
spoke out on the importance of creat-
ing a budget based on actual expendi-
tures rather than prior budgets, as had
been done in the past.

According to School Business
Administrator and Board Secretary
Matthew A. Clarke, the proposed 1998-
1999 budget falls $5,600 short of the
cap imposed by the state.

If the board were to seek additional
moneys from taxpayers to fund big
ticket items such as elevators, band
uniforms, improvements to athletic
facilities, or even another modular
classroom, a second question would
have to be added to the ballot for voter
consideration.

�I am recommending that the board
approve the budget as presented,�
said Dr. Choye. �That�s the first deci-
sion. Will we provide a good educa-
tion without stretching the limits of
the taxpayer?�

She added that the one-time expen-
ditures that could fall under a second
question are �things that keep com-
ing up, and won�t go away.

�We�re just putting them on the
table,� said the superintendent.

During the meeting, a motion to hire
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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COLONIAL CRAFT�The circa 1760 Osborn Cannonball House Museum,
located at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains, will reopen for the 1998 season
on Sunday, March 1, from 2 to 4 p.m. The Colonial-era art of rug hooking will
be demonstrated by Judith Ann Trudeson of Scotch Plains, who has been doing
this craft for the past 33 years. Some of her many rugs will be on display.
Docents will give visitors tours of the museum. There is no admission charge.

Second Period Honor Roll
Includes 167 at Terrill

The names of 167 students who earned
Honor Roll standing during the first mark-
ing period at the Terrill Middle School in
Scotch Plains were announced last week.

In the sixth grade, 29 children, or 20.57
percent of the 141-member class, were
named to the Distinguished Honor Roll,
which requires an �A� in all subjects.

Forty-two children, or 29.79 percent of
the class, were named to the Honor Roll,
which requires at least two �A�s,� no
grade lower than �B� in major subjects and
at least a �C� in other subjects.

In the seventh grade, 15 children, or
10.34 percent of the 145-member class,
were named to the Distinguished Honor
Roll and 40 children, or 27.59 percent of
the class, were named to the Honor Roll.

In the eighth grade, 6 children, or 4.20
percent of the 143-member class, were
named to the Distinguished Honor Roll
and 35 children, or 24.48 percent of the
class, were named to the Honor Roll.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE

Flora Alexander Amanda Miller
Ricardo Arocha Jared Montagna
Ryan Aspell Scott Moynihan
Sara Beckerman Jessica Neuringer
Erica Bloom Lindsay Ordower
Alexander Clark Vaidehi Patel
Rachel Diken Rosanna Ryskasen
Dani Finkel Allyson Salisbury
Kristi Gayara Tracy Salmon
Michael Hessemer Barie Salmon
Cheryl Kaplun Dana Skwirut
Vani Kilakkathi Stephen Tavares
Morgan Larkin Jonathan Wagner
Deryck Middleton Christopher Wallden

Daniel Wasserman

HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE

Jesse Allen Ashley McCoy
Louis Balestriere Lauren McManus
Ashley Cocuzza Peter Miller
Sean Colvin Christina Minniti
Brian Coyle Yoav Nudell
Amanda DelGrosso Nathan Parker
Kevin DelMauro Joshua Parker
Michael DeNichilo Arianna Power
Danetha Doe Abigail Rosenblatt
Caryn Feder Perry Saifi
Brandon Femia Juliana Sams
Amanda Frank Kristin Schardien
Michael Gallo Kimberly Schurtz
Matthew Goldberg Elaine Shea
Jaime GomezSalvador Danielle Stanley
Hannah Greenspan Eric Swenson
Joshua Liss Michael Thompson
Arleta Lobacz Yosuke Toda
Kimberly Loronzini Tamie Walker
Laura Manzi Talia Weinberg
Robert Maroney Sara Woods

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

Kendra Andrews Malina Milonnet
Pamela Cameron Sonali Phatak
Rhoa Chakraborty Elizabeth Pilkington
Sofia Fayngold Amy Ryan
Benjamin Flath Nisha Tamhankar
Tomo Gibson Jorge Valladares
Sarah Ginsberg Sarah VanWagner

Judith Wicker-Briscoe

HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

Rebecca Babicz Holly Kramer
Miriam Bamberger Alicia Lazur
Joseph Bartolotta Jeremy Lipstein
Anisha Bhasin Kelly Lusk
Jessica Bruntel Aurpon Mitra
Jamie Buteas John Piniat
Nancy Callahan Sarah Poplyansky
David Chang Steven Rodriquez
Brian Curcie Alexandra Rosloff
Alyssa David Neal Shukla
Raynor Denitzio Julia Simpson
Kevin Dukelow Delsa Slaugh
Gianna Ferrante Bruce Smith, Jr.
Rachel Geriach Erica Speer
Samantha Grzywacz Michael Toffolo
Scott Hyman Timothy Voelker
Dustin Jefferson Emily Walker
Stefanie Katz Caroline Webb
Annmarie Kilmowicz Amanda Wells
Sarah Konzelman Kristen Wuest

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE

Matthew DeNichilo Susannah Grossman
Kathleen Donovan Brian Kaplun
Elena Goetz Caitlin Mahony

HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE

Erin Baer Allison Hessemer
Kristen Baird Michael Hughes
Carolyn Barnett Alaina Ingram
David Baumwoll Leanne Kacsur
Adam Bondik Kellie LaForge
Charles Blauth Carolyn Lathrop
James Bolante Richard Lemence
J. Raymond Bover Lisa Mortkowitz
Joanna Cichon Daniel Nelson
Angelica D�Annunzio Christine Perrotta
Marquitta Davis Jonathan Quijano
Thomas DeCataldo, Jr. Rennuel Mar Razalr
Jayme Ferraro Patrick Romeo
Brendan Fleming Timothy Ryan
Shannon Gallagher Leslee Schrader
William Gonch Danielle Turner
Jennifer Harrison Maria Vacas Siguenza

Robert Wallden, 3rd

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• Police reported that an unlocked

vehicle was entered and the glove com-
partment contents taken. The incident
occurred on Byrd Avenue some time dur-
ing the night.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• A plow motor was reported stolen

from a truck at the Shackamaxon Golf and
Country Club on Shackamaxon Drive,
according to police.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
• Police received a report that an indi-

vidual filled the gas tank of his vehicle at
a Route No. 22 gas station and left without
paying.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• A resident of Scotchwood Glen re-

ported that a mailbox and driveway light
were vandalized during the night, authori-
ties said.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16
• Floyd Groves, 20, of Plainfield and

Jermaine West, 18, of Roselle were ar-
rested and charged with fighting at a Terrill
Road nightclub, according to police. The
incident occurred around midnight.

• A Front Street service station atten-
dant reported that a motorist drove off
without paying after his vehicle�s gas tank
was filled.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
• Frances S. Walker, 37, of Scotch

Plains was arrested and charged with pos-
session of suspected cocaine and with
possession of narcotics packaging para-
phernalia, according to police. Walker was
also arrested on outstanding warrants from
the jurisdiction, authorities said.

• Shakir McCray, 20, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with obstructing the
administration of the law after allegedly
providing false information to officers
who were attempting to issue motor ve-
hicle summons.

• The burglary of a residence in the 300
block of Hunter Avenue, in which jewelry
and cash were taken, was reported to
police. Entry appeared to have been gained
through a ground floor window.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20
• The theft of computer equipment

from a vehicle parked in the municipal
parking lot near the Scotch Plains Public
Library was reported to authorities.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
• Dennis Ragusa, 20, of Wayne was

arrested along with a 17-year-old female,
also of Wayne, on charges of possession
and use of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. The arrests occurred pursuant
to an officer�s investigation of a parked
vehicle, according to police.

Authorities said Heidi Cellure, 21, of
Oakland, the owner of the vehicle, was
subsequently charged with intent to dis-
tribute when further investigation revealed
a quantity of suspected marijuana located
in the vehicle.

• A patron of a local recreational facil-
ity reported the theft of his watch from the
locker room area of the establishment.

• Rui Dias, 18, of Hillside was arrested
and charged with possession of under 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant to
an investigation by a police officer at a
nightclub located on Terrill Road, authori-
ties said.

Local Students Attain
Honor Roll Status

At The Pingry School
Headmaster John Hanly of The Pingry

School in Martinsville has announced that
several area students have earned first
semester Honor Roll status in the Middle
and Upper Schools.

They include Marc Werres and Mindy
Wu of Scotch Plains and Laura Cowan of
Fanwood, all in Grade 11, and Leslie
Wepner and Meredith Wepner of Scotch
Plains and Rebekah Murphy of Fanwood,
all in Grade 12.

The Pingry School is a coeducational,
country day school which enrolls about
1,000 students on campuses in Short
Hills (Kindergarten through grade 6)
and Bernards Township (Grades 7
through 12) near the community of
Martinsville.

The program was put together by
St. John�s �tag team,� members of the
Outreach Program that promotes the
teachings of the Gospel, according to
Minister Robin Suggs.

Superintendent of the Sunday
School program, Lillian Bullock, urged
people to continue studying African-
American history.

�We have to talk about the under-
ground railroad like we talk about the
holocaust,� Ms. Bullock said. �I don�t
know why adults don�t know about it.
They�re libraries in every county. The
underground railroad is even on the
Internet.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Youngsters Recall
�Railroad� Journeys

aircraft tracks or routes.
 �I am not adverse to looking at

ocean routing,� he said, referring to
schemes where Newark air traffic
would fly at low altitudes over the
Atlantic Ocean during takeoff or land-
ing instead of over land.

 One area resident said, �The ocean
plan is the only one that reduces the
noise (for residents) in a meaningful
way. I don�t care if it does take 15
minutes more to land.�

Jerry Feder, a Westfield resident
and Chairman of the Union County
Air Traffic Advisory Board, showed
FAA officials a map with proposed
alternative ocean routes that he said
had been endorsed by �air space ex-
perts.�

Mr. Hatfield described air traffic as
�highways in the skies� that exist in
several dimensions. �We can�t just
think about left and right when it comes
to tracks; we also have to look at up
and down.�

 For example, he said, airplanes from
New York airports fly along the
Hudson River at certain altitudes and
Newark aircraft must fly below that
altitude in that area. That is why the
FAA can not simply change one route
that flies over a particular location.

 �It�s like dominoes,� he said, �if
you change one, it affects the others.�

A Cranford resident complained of
�a pattern of tremendous increase� in
noisy flights over her house at night.
Mr. Hatfield said he knew of no reason
for such an increase.

 �Let me tell you this,� Mr. Hatfield
emphasized, �if I find anyone tinker-
ing with air traffic patterns, I will fire
them.�

 Mr. Hatfield is responsible for all air
traffic routes over New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Virginia, West Virginia and Wash-
ington, D.C.

A Plainfield resident asked for a cap
on the number of flights allowed in
and out of Newark Airport. Accord-
ing to Mr. Hatfield, the FAA has no
authority to control the number of
flights handled by an airport.

 �But we can delay aircraft and make
sure they�re separated,� he said.

 �You have been very successful
here, in promoting Newark Airport as
an alternative to New York. People

want to come here,� he pointed out,
noting that this has increased the
frequency of flights and subsequent
noise.

Tom Bock, an FAA Airspace
Branch Manager said, however, that
when delays become too lengthy, an
airline will generally cut back on its
number of flights to the airport be-
cause it is unprofitable for the com-
pany to operate under those condi-
tions.

A North Edison resident drew audi-
ence applause when she asked for a
ban on late-night flights, citing the
11:30 p.m. curfews at New York�s
LaGuardia and Kennedy Airports.

 �If construction companies can�t
build at night because we have to
sleep, why are planes allowed to fly all
night?�

 She described her life as �miser-
able� from nightly aircraft noise since
the Solberg Mitigation Plan of April,
1996. This plan was intended to pro-
vide some relief to residents following
the implementation of the FAA�s Ex-
panded East Coast Plan in 1989. That
plan was, among other things, aimed
at reducing flight delays at major air-
ports in the region.

Mr. Hatfield said only four airports
currently have caps on night flights.
National Airport in Washington, D.C.,
recently renamed after former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, closes down at
10 p.m.

 �I don�t think the FAA can unilat-
erally step out there and cap an air-
port. It would have to be carefully
scrutinized and discussed by every-
body in the state,� Mr. Hatfield said.

A Westfield resident and member
of the Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board, pointed out that 20
more arrival and departure gates for
aircraft are being added at Newark
Airport.

 �What is Newark�s capacity?� she
said.  �We need to know, do we relo-
cate?�

Mr. Hatfield said a five-year study
by the FAA was in the works on the
use of airspace over the entire United
States.

 �There�s only so much concrete
(runway),� he said. �Now, we have to
look at airspace. And we have to look
at how Newark�s airways can hook up
with these (nationwide) tracks.�

Mr. Hatfield confirmed that cargo
planes, which Scotch Plains Mayor
Joan Papen said tend to be older �Stage
2� aircraft with noisier engines, would
be required to follow the proposed
260-degree turn path.

 Mr. Hatfield added that by the year
2000, all aircraft must be �Stage 3�
with quieter engines.

Reportedly, Congressman Bob
Franks, who represents the Seventh
District, is collecting suggestions and
plans from area residents that will be
sent on to FAA officials about the use
of air space over their heads.

 One Plainfield resident claimed she
counted 180 flights over her house in
a day.

In conclusion, Mr. Hatfield stated,
�I want to get this on the record.
Departing Newark Airport is perfectly
safe today. We want to enhance
safety.�

FAA Plans to Implement Test
Of New Departure Routes
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the concerns he had with Plan B. His
main focus was what he described as
a lack of sight visibility in the pro-
posed road development.

Mr. Vincenti holds an engineering
degree from Rutgers University in New
Brunswick and took traffic classes at
Northwestern University in Evanston,
Illinois. He has been working in traffic
design for over 10 years.

�I recommend that intersections be
at a 90-degree angle,� Mr. Vincenti
said. �The acute angle (of the pro-
posed road) forces drivers to crane
their necks to view traffic on the left.�

Mr. Vincenti argued that the current
plan does not comply with design
standards set down by the American
Association of State Highway Trans-
portation Organizations, and pro-
jected that safety hazards would be
created.

�In my opinion this is a very unsafe
intersection,� Mr. Vincenti said. �The
alternative is to change the grading in
the area. However, it�s highly unlikely
the grading is going to be allowed
because the land is on the Schwartzes�
property.�

The Schwartz property is located
on Pheasant Lane, adjacent to the
Fantini site. Mr. Vincenti told The Times
that the owners are opposed to the

current application because their prop-
erty would be impacted by the devel-
opment.

Another point of debate brought
out by the opposition was how the
proposed homes would handle the
additional runoff in the water deten-
tion centers.

At this point in the meeting, board
member Robert LaCosta said that fur-
ther study would have to be con-
ducted in this area, because if the
water levels significantly increased,
other considerations may have to be
factored into the decision making pro-
cess.

The subdivision application by
William and Jennifer Clancy of 1018
Leland Avenue brought out heated
debate. The Clancys want to subdi-
vide their property into two lots, but
a gray area exists concerning how the
codes for this area are interpreted.

The R-2 code for this zone states
that front yard setbacks are deter-
mined by already existing homes
within a 500-yard area. The conflict is
that the code does not specify in
which direction.

Plans for a home were not presented
in the application but some citizens
and board members still expressed
concern.

Ronald Kelly who lives in the area,
had a petition signed by neighbors
that he wanted to present to the board.

�I feel the house should be 60 feet
away from the street,� Mr. Kelly said,
pointing to the map. �I bought my
home for the view � now I�ll have a
house sticking way out.�

Planning Board Attorney Lawrence
A. Woodruff said that the board
doesn�t take petitions.

Township Engineer Dennis
Harrington said that the board should
make a provision concerning the pos-
sibility for a home to be built.

�Another alternative is to set the
house back further form the road,�
said Councilman Martin Marks, who
sits on the Planning Board. �It would
mean giving up the swimming pool.�

Additional testimony in this case
will be heard at a later date.

Proposed Development Sparks
New Concern Over Traffic
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LAND OF THE DINOSAURS�Title I Pre-Kindergarten students from El-
ementary School One in Scotch Plains had the opportunity to explore science
and social studies concepts in numerous child-sized exhibits during a recent
visit to the New Jersey Children�s Museum in Paramus. These youngsters,
using a prehistoric diorama, dramatized stories about raging dinosaurs and
exploding volcanoes. Pictured, left to right, are: Portia Alston, Kyle Turk and
Alyssia Gonzalez.

Superintendent Urges BOE
To Support Proposed Budget
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an architect to prepare drawings and
specifications for a proposed eleva-
tor addition at Terrill Middle School
was withdrawn.

Mr. Meade asked that further infor-
mation regarding the architect�s fee
be supplied by Mr. Clarke�s office
before approval is granted.

�When the motion is brought
back,� added board member Theresa
Larkin, �I�d like to know where fund-
ing is coming from, and have some
upper and lower limits to the cost
projections.�

�There is a consensus that an el-
evator is needed,� said Board Presi-
dent Dr. Donald E. Sheldon. �It�s a
question of financing the construc-
tion.�

Although a lift is in place to trans-
port handicapped students between
floors at Terrill, it frequently breaks
down. During a recent locker fire, stu-
dents were unable to use the stairway
with the lift to vacate the school.

As a result, Terrill Principal John C.
Foulks made arrangements to ensure
that classes for the two seventh grad-
ers who would need to use the lift
could meet on the first floor.

Scotch Plains resident Deborah
Asher reminded board members that,
while it is �doable� to hold classes on
the first floor, it is not convenient, and
will become less so as more special
needs students enter the middle
school.

�These children are seen as an in-
convenience to teachers and their
classmates,� said Mrs. Asher. �They
should be able to make their school
their own, with the same access to
classes as those without physical dis-
abilities.�

Scotch Plains resident Ann
L�Heureux suggested the board con-
sider the cost savings which could
result from having the architect draw
up plans for an elevator at Westfield
High School at the same time he is
preparing drawings and specifica-
tions for the project at Terrill.

The business office is investigat-
ing alternate sources of funding for
the elevator project.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the 1998-1999 school calen-
dar, which calls for district schools to
open Tuesday, September 8 (after
Labor Day) and close on Wednesday,
June 23, 1999. Students are required to
attend school for 180 days.

The administration built more pro-
fessional development opportunities
for faculty members into the new cal-
endar.

Full-day programs (when school is
not in session) and single-session
days on three Fridays (September 4,
October 23 and January 8) will give
teachers time to collaborate with each
other about teaching styles, learning
styles and site plans.

According to Assistant Superin-
tendent for Instruction Dr. John R.
Crews, this time is not available dur-
ing the regular school day, and teach-
ers have asked for it.

Mr. Saridaki questioned the value
of single-session days because of the
�hardships they create for a large part
of the community,� and their inability
to give students the instruction time
they need.

�I also question the logic behind it
(the single-session day) as it doesn�t
leave a lot of time for much construc-
tive professional development,� he
added.

Dr. Crews defended the work ses-
sions, saying, �Three one-and-a-half
hours are better than nothing. We can
take advantage of it.�

Coles Elementary School Principal
Carl Kumpf told the board that, since
hour-long faculty meetings are already
used for professional development,
having �half again as much time� could
work very well.

Mr. Kumpf�s colleague at McGinn
Elementary, Principal Mariana
Cassidy, added, �Perhaps we could
adjust staff meetings to follow that
(single-session) day, and make it a
two-and-a-half-hour block.�

Board member August Ruggiero
questioned the contractual implica-
tions of moving staff meetings to a

different day, and asked if that would
need to be addressed with the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Education Associa-
tion.

Dr. Sheldon, an acknowledged op-
ponent of single-session days, said,
�Only because this is part of a well-
planned professional development
program can I support this.�

While Dr. Choye recognized the
potential difficulties which additional
single-session days pose for parents
and teachers, she asked the board to
�try it for a year, then assess the
benefits to teachers and the hardship
to parents.�

The 1998-1999 school calendars will
be distributed to school principals
and Parent Teacher Association presi-
dents this week.

During the meeting, two parents of
freshmen at the Union County Mag-
net High School for Math, Science
and Technology raised questions
about the status of the board�s deci-
sion to withhold tuition payments to
the magnet school.

�I would hope that our students�
continued presence there is not in
jeopardy,� said Bob Bergen of Scotch
Plains. He urged the board to �care-
fully consider its actions between now
and the end of the year, so as not to
jeopardize the children there.�

Board Attorney Casper P. Boehm
announced that, following certifica-
tion by Drs. Choye and Sheldon, he
would file a petition with the state
Commissioner of Education by today,
Thursday, February 26 �at the latest.�

In response to a request from Scotch
Plains parent Kathy Silber, Mr. Boehm
summarized the grounds for the peti-
tion. �We feel there is a violation of
state educational statute...,� he said.

�We feel there is a violation of fed-
eral law...that (tuition) is tantamount
to a gift of public funds to a private
school...and that the education that
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools pro-
vide is comparable and, in many areas,
more beneficial to students than that
supplied by the magnet school,� he
continued.

During the superintendent�s report,
the board accepted a $30,000 grant
from the Education Law Enforcement
Partnership, and approved the sub-
mission of a proposal for Middle
School Distance Learning Funding of
$20,000 from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Board members also approved the
HIPP grant application, �Retired
Teachers Have More Class...es� in
the amount of $5,300, written by
Brunner Elementary teacher Merrie
Snow.

The program, which includes 85
third-, fourth- and fifth-grade students
at Brunner, is designed to have four
retired teachers return to school to
teach lessons based on their travels
during the year.

In another matter, Mr. Saridaki refer-
enced a letter from the Cranford Board
of Education regarding a proposed
amendment to New Jersey�s Drug-
Free School Zone Statute which would
expand the statute to include public
playgrounds and parks.

Mr. Saridaki said such an amend-
ment is inappropriate as there is no
connection between school business
and municipal business. He encour-
aged citizens to write to their legisla-
tors to support a new statute with
respect to playgrounds and parks.

Under Personnel business, the
board acknowledged the following
retirements: Dr. Joan Byorek, who re-
tired January 1 after 42 years teaching
at Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School, Terrill and Park Middle
Schools; Sonya Martin, 33 years
teaching at Park; Anne Riccobono, 31
years teaching at Coles and Terrill,
and Mary Salinard, 11 years as a lunch/
general aide at Brunner and Coles.

Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Riccobono and
Mrs. Salinard will retire on Wednes-
day, July 1.

The board also approved the draw-
ing for position on the ballot for can-
didates running for the annual school
election. The drawing will take place
on Wednesday, March 11, at 4 p.m. in
the administration building.

Hsin-Ting Feng Named
To Director�s List

At Rochester University
Hsin-Ting Feng, a senior majoring

in music education/piano at the
Eastman School of Music of the Uni-
versity of Rochester in Rochester, New
York has been named to the Fall 1997
Director�s List for academic achieve-
ment.

To be eligible for the Director�s List,
a student must be enrolled full time, be
in the top 25 percent of his or her class,
and have no missing or incomplete
grades.

Hsin-Ting, a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in
Scotch Plains, is a resident of Scotch
Plains.


