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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gordon Kaslusky and Maura
McMahon blazed the way as the
Westfield High School girls’ winter track
team placed in a tie for first, and the boys
finished in third at the East Brunswick
Relays on December 20. The Blue Devil
girls totaled 42 points and the boys fin-
ished with 33.5 points.

McMahon paced her way to a time of
2:32.1 and teammates Heather Dennis at
2:39.1, Laura Brucia at 2:39.1 and Sage
Stefiuk at 2:34.8 combined for a time of
10:25.2* to seize first in the girls 4 x 800.

The Devil girls also took three addi-
tional firsts. In the Sprint Medley, Susan
Hinds with a time of :31.9, Aubrey
McGovern at :29.8, Mary Korfmacher at
:64.6 and Katie Egan at 2:28.2 put to-
gether a first-place time of 4:32.8*.

Stefiuk turned in a time of 2:37.7 in her
leg of the distance medley and Laura
Brucia, Sara Carpenter and Alexis
Anzelone had respective times of :67.6,
4:19. 1 and 5:56.5 to total 14:01.5* and
grab first place. The Blue Devil “B” squad
of Tanya Tran at 2:49, Andrea Constandis
at 1:12, Tara Bhandari at 4:13 and Adrienne

KASLUSKY, McMAHON BLAZE THE WAY IN RELAYS

Blue Devil Girls Tie for First;
Boys, 3rd at Brunswick Relay

Blauvelt at 5:59.1 actually placed second
in the event; however, their combined time
of 14:13.1* was not counted in the varsity
team point total.

Korfmacher, Dennis, Egan and Stefiuk
had times of :65.2, :66.1, :62.8 and :65.8,
respectively, to cross the line first with a
total of 4:20.6* in the 4 x 400 relay.

The foursome of Hinds, McGovern,
Paige Corbett and Becky Hamilton totaled
1:59.3* with respective times of :29.7,
30.7, 30.5 and :28.3 to come in fifth in the
4 x 200 relay.

Kaslusky was involved in the two first
places and the one second place that the
Blue Devils captured. Steve Dennis, Frank
Ianni, John Cognetti and Kaslusky turned
in times of 2:06.4, 2:06.2, 2:09.8 and
2:00.2, respectively, to breeze to a first-
place total of 8:22.8* in the 4 x 800 relay.

Mark Mathews at 2:09.5, Dave Geissler
at :54.7, Bill Zachar at 3:25.2 and Kaslusky
at 4:47.6 totaled 12:14.1* to grasp a firm
grip on first in the distance medley. In the
4 x 400 relay, Ianni, Dennis, Cognetti and
Kaslusky had respective times of :53.2,
52.5, 56.5 and 53.5 to take second with a
total time of 3:36.4*.

Seth Augenstein with a time of :24.8,

Dennis at :23.3, Jon Atkins at :26.5 and
Geissler at :23.2 finished sixth in the 4 x
200 with a combined time of 1:38.5*.

*Note – All the individual times may
not add up due to various judges being
assigned to do the individual runner and
some judges being assigned to time the
collective event time.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A big upset occurred as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’ bas-
ketball team hung with the 12th-ranked
Union High School squad and pulled out
a stunning, 65-58, overtime victory in the
finals of the Cindy Pools Classic in Scotch
Plains on December 29.

All did not look well for the Raiders, as
the mighty Farmers jumped out to a 20-7,
first-quarter lead, but the determined Raid-
ers whittled their way back, outscoring
the Farmers, 17-11, in the second half and,
16-14, in the third quarter.

The Raiders had a three-point lead with
only five seconds left in the fourth quarter,
but Farmer Dave Hoffman bombed a three
pointer to send the game into overtime.
Senior Jeff Feighner got the offense blaz-
ing in the overtime period, as he hit for four
of the 11 Raider points while the Farmers’
offense went cold.

Feighner and Donald Patterson had a
big impact, as each contributed 15 points
to the exciting victory. Dave Gewirtz and
Ben Martinez had 11 points apiece, and
sophomore Ron Jennerette added eight

FEIGHNER’S 15 FORGES THE WAY

Raiders Prevail in OT;
Ruin #12 Union, 65-58

while senior Doug Bishop contributed
five points.

“I thought it was really a great team
effort offensively and defensively,” com-
mented Raider Head Coach Willie Leonardi.
“It was really gut-set time for us when
they tied the game, but we came back to
win it in overtime. I thought we played
very well in the overtime.”

Leonardi continued, “We did not play
particularly well in the first half, but we
played well in the second half. We played
great defense in the second half. In the end,
when they started fouling us, we made all
the foul shots and that was another gut-
check time for us.”

When asked if the Farmers may have
lost a little of their confidence due to the
constant Raider persistence, Leonardi re-
sponded, “Well that could be, that could
be. They are very well coached. They are
defending Group 4 Champs. Their coach
does a great job with them, but I think we
sneaked up on them a little bit.”

The Raiders upped their record to 4-0,
while the Farmers slipped to 4-1.
Union 20 11 14   9   4 58
Sch Pl-Fnwd   9 17 16 12 11 65

By DAVID B. CORBIN and STEVE
ABELES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team lost a disappointing game to
an undefeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood
squad, 63-43, on January 3 in Westfield.
The Blue Devils had difficulties contain-
ing all of the Raider scoring threats; espe-
cially, senior Donald Patterson who net-
ted 29 points in the game.

Both teams played to a 4-4 stalemate
halfway through the first quarter; how-
ever, Patterson broke loose and started his
scoring assault on the Blue Devils. The
Raiders then, hit four out of their next five
shots to grab a 12-4 lead. The Devils woke
up and battled their way back to make the
score 14-8 by the end of the quarter.

Patterson continued on the offensive
in the second quarter; however, the Blue
Devil offense regained its composure and
traded the Raiders point-for-point as
senior Rob McCullam fuel the fire by
scoring six points. Patterson fired in ten
points to maintain the Raider lead.

Blue Devil senior Martin Seimoniet
played strong defense in the first quarter
and had five defensive rebounds. At the
half, the Raiders had a 32-24 lead.

Devil junior Lamont Turner com-
mented, “We had a lot of trouble making
our shots in the first half. Our offense was
lacking some intensity and we weren’t
getting the job done on defense.”

The Raider offense resumed its attack
in the third quarter while the defense
threw ice water on the Blue Devils’ of-
fense. The Devils had trouble finding the
inside of the net as they hit just 2 for 11
from the floor. Junior Maurice Boatwright
tossed in four of the Blue Devils’ five
points in the third quarter. Patterson
exploded for eight of the 13 Raider points
scored in the quarter.

Assisting Patterson’s offensive out-
burst was senior David Gerwitz who
scored five points, but caused the Blue
Devils to key off him because of his
dangerous scoring ability. Also, the need
to keep senior Jeff Feighner in check,
spread the Blue Devils’ defense thin and
allowed Patterson more freedom.

McCullam  and junior Pete Anzelone
added four points each in the fourth
quarter; but the Blue Devils’ defense was
unable to stop the rugged Raider siege as
they continued to grind out 18 additional
points. With five minutes to go in the
game, Turner made a spectacular blocked
shot against Patterson, saving two points
for Westfield.

McCullam and Boatwright led the scor-
ing for the Blue Devils with 14 points
each and Turner finished with seven
points. Patterson scored 29 points, Ben
Martinez sank 15 points and Feighner
put in 12 points for the Raiders.

Seimoniet said, “Our offense was un-
settled for most of the time so we were a
little confused and that made it hard for us

PATTERSON PUMPS IN 29; MCCULLAM SCORES 14

Unbeaten Raiders Roll Over
Blue Devil Boy Cagers, 63-43

to hit our shots. Overall we just didn’t
play a very good game.”

Raider Head Coach Willie Leonardi
stated, “I did not think we played very
well in the first half, but I thought that if
it weren’t for Martinez and Patterson in
the first half keeping us in the ball game,
playing well offensively. Defensively, we
didn’t do a bad job, but offensively, we let
down a little bit.

Leonardi further stated, “In the second
half, we started to play a little bit better.
Everyone started to get involved in the
offense. I thought we played better then;

but overall, I thought it was a real good
defensive effort. We held them to 43 points.”

Having been asked if Westfield had
their hands full because of all the Raider
scoring threats, Leonardi responded,
“They were concentrating on Gewirtz so
Donald was wide open on this night. On
other nights, Gewirtz has had two great
games recently. They can’t really concen-
trate on everybody because we have three
or four people who can put the ball in the
basket.”
Sc Plains-Fnwd 14 18 13 18 63
Westfield   8 16   5 14 43

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team, down four points at the begin-
ning of the fourth quarter, had to battle
back to overcome the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ second half
surge to pull out a 24-22 knee-knocker on
January 3 in Scotch Plains. The steady
hand of junior Liz McKeon made the final
difference.

Situations appeared under control for
the Blue Devils in the first quarter when
their defense hung tough and held the
Raiders to only two points. By the end of
the quarter, the Devil girls held a 7-2 lead.

Each team effectively used a stubborn
defensive strategy in the second quarter.
The Raiders crept two points closer, out-
pointing the Devils, 4-2, and the half time
score tightened to 9-6.

MCKEON SINKS TWO IN LAST :18

Revived Devils Come
Back to Beat Raiders

With the help of junior Nikki McCoy,
the Raiders broke through in the third
quarter to outscore the Blue Devils, 12-
5, and carried a four-point lead into the
final period.

The Devils’ offense rose in the fourth
quarter as their defense revived and played
stubbornly once again. Senior Vicky Nusse
started hitting the mark and scored six
points to help the tie the score, 22-22,
with less than a minute remaining. As the
clock ticked to :18 left, McKeon drew a
foul. The pressure was on; however,
McKeon coolly sank the first shot, then
the second. The Blue Devil defense con-
tinued its revival and prevented the Raid-
ers from scoring as the final second ticked
off the clock.

Nusse led the Blue Devils in scoring
with 10 points, followed by McKeon

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several events had to occur in order for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team to pull an upset of the
12th-ranked Roselle Park squad. The
Raiders needed to win big in each of the
first three weight classes; win by decision
at 130, 145 and 189, and come up with
mild upsets at 215 and heavyweight.
Unfortunately, that scenario did not oc-
cur and the Panthers won, 48-15, in Roselle
Park on December 30.

Raider sophomore David Loewinger
did his part at 103 when he easily dis-
posed of Lou Panetta in 1:12; but Mike
Loewinger was narrowly defeated by
Rory Adams, 7-4, at 112 and Charlie
Tripet lost a 3-2 heart stopper at 119.

Junior Tony Melendez had his work
cut out for him at 130 when he had to face
Craig Frost, who placed fifth in the state
last year and recently placed first in the
Blue Devil Invitational. Frost pulled off
a beautiful throw-by takedown just be-
fore the end of the first period, to carry a
2-0 lead into the second.

Known for his ability to control his

CERCHIO DETHRONES KING, 6-5

Raiders Fall to No. 12
Roselle Park Matmen

opponent from the top position, Frost
defended his reputation well by slipping
a single-leg cross-body ride constantly on
Melendez throughout the second and third
period, to pull out a 6-1 victory.

Senior Luke Cerchio got involved in a
nail-biting bout with Chris King, who
recently won the 145-pound title at the
Blue Devil Invitational. After trading one-
point leads throughout the bout, Cerchio
dethroned King, 6-5.

Senior Tony Zardecki was on fire and
added six points to the Raider team score
with a 3:51 pin over Nick Tokarski at 189.
At 215, Frank Thorne fell short of his
needed upset, losing 5-2 to Blue Devil
Invitational Champ Pat Appello.

Heavyweight Jim Feeley dropped an
unfortunate 2-1 decision to Mike Munoz.
After a scoreless first period, Feeley was
the first of the big men to score when he
came up with a one-point escape. Just
before the end of the second period, Feeley
drew a warning for backing up. In the third
period, Munoz tied the score with an
escape. Neither wrestler could take the
other to the mats; however, with just :20
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 WATCHUNG CONFERENCE
GIRLS TEAM OUTCOMES:

December 29:
Columbia 66, Cranford 38
Columbia 24 13 20   9 66
Cranford   9   6 13 10 38
Bridgewater-Raritan 45, Plainfield 29
Plainfield   2   9 10   8 29
Brdgwtr-Raritan   8 18 14   5 45
New Providence 42, Rahway 36
Rahway 15   6   2 13 36
New Providence   9 12 15   6 42

December 30:
Governor Livingston 37, Rahway 19
Immaculata 70, Plainfield 33
Plainfield   8   8 11   8 33
Immaculata 11 23 18 18 70
Union 75, Bayley-Ellard 20
Union 20 15 15 25 75
Bayley-Ellard   2   4   8   6 20

January 3:
Elizabeth 50, Kearny 33
Kearny (2-4) 11   6   7   9 33
Elizabeth (5-0)   8 13   6 18 45
Linden 50, Newark East Side 41
Linden (1-2) 12   9 17 12 50
Nwk E. Side (2-4) 11   6   9 15 41
Plainfield 65, Union 50
Union (4-2) 11 19 14   6 50
Plainfield (2-3)   9 21 17 18 65
Shabazz 51, Rahway 30
Rahway (1-3) 10   2   8 10 30
Shabazz (4-1) 13 16   6 16 51

William A. Burke for The Leader and The Times
THE LAYUP…Raider senior Dave
Gewirtz, No. 44, gently lays the ball in
for a basket as a shocked Farmer looks
on during the finals of the Cindy
Pools Classic game with Union High
School. The Raiders stunned the 12th-
ranked Farmers. Gewirtz along with
teammate junior Ben Martinez struck
for 11 points apiece.

William A. Burke for The Leader and The Times
THE REBOUND…Senior Raider
Donald Patterson, No. 14, leaps way
over his Union High School opponents
to eventually pull down a rebound.
Patterson hit for 15 points in the game.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood stunned the
Star Ledger’s 12-ranked team in Scotch
Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SURROUNDING THE BALL…Raider Ben Martinez, No. 11, and Jeff Feighner,
left, surround the basketball to gain possession in their game against the Blue
Devils. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys defeated Westfield, 63-43, in Westfield
on January 3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
YANKING DOWN THE REBOUND… Blue Devil senior Greg Friesen pulls in the
rebound as junior teammate Tom Langton watches in the game against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BATTLE FOR THE BALL…Several members of the Blue Devils and the Raiders
battle for possession of the ball in the first quarter in Scotch Plains on January 3.

SOCCER SKILLS
AND DRILLS INC.

(908) 753-8240
Tom Turnbull, Dir.

A YEAR ROUND SOCCER TUTORING
SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES, WE

SPECIALIZE IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF BALL CONTROL SKILLS.

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR FALL &
WINTER CLASSES

Rt. 22 East

Selected T-Shirts & Shorts

908-654-1112908-654-1112908-654-1112908-654-1112908-654-1112
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(opposite
 Bowcraft Amusement)
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NEW CONVENIENT HOURS
Mon. to Fri., 10 A.M. to  9 P.M. • Sat., 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. • Sun. NOON to 5 P.M.

Plus Other
In Store
Specials

DEADLINE IFO.DEADLINE IFO.DEADLINE IFO.DEADLINE IFO.DEADLINE IFO.
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST be
submitted by FRIDAY, 4
P.M. Weekend sports
ONLY will be accepted up
till Noon on Monday.
Aritcles must be typed,
double spaced, upper and
lower case and no longer
than 1-1/2 pages.
NO EXCEPTIONS


