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Tree Disposal
Announced by Town

Christmas trees may be depos-
ited by residents at the lower
parking lot in Tamaques Park
(behind the shuffleboard courts).
Christmas trees will not be picked
up by the town.

William A. Burke  for The Westfield Leader
BACK ON BOARD...Janis Fried Weinstein, who served on the council in 1996,
is sworn in as Fourth Ward Councilwoman by Town Clerk Joy C. Vreeland
during Saturday’s ceremony as her children, Alison and David, hold the Bible.
Looking on are her husband, Loren H. Weinstein, and father, a former
councilman himself, Arthur C. Fried.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A HAPPY MOMENT...Newly sworn in First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott is welcomed by fellow Republicans Gail S. Vernick, who also
represents the First Ward, former Mayor and now state Assemblyman,
Richard H. Bagger, at right, and his father Frank X. McDermott, a former state
senator and currently Chairman of the Union County Republican Committee.

 WESTFIELD COUNCILMEN SULLIVAN & ALBANO BEGIN NEW TERMS ON GOVERNING BODY

Republicans Vow to Put ‘Customers’ First in 1998 as New
Town Council Members McDermott, Weinstein Take Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a much different setting than a
year ago, the Republican majority on
the Westfield Town Council wel-
comed their newest members, Gre-
gory S. McDermott and Janis Fried
Weinstein, at a swearing-in ceremony
Saturday afternoon at the Municipal
Building.

With the start of the new year,
Republicans now enjoy a 6-3 major-
ity on the governing body. GOP mem-
bers have pledged a program of “Con-
sumer Focus ’98” as their central
theme for the new year.

Just a year ago, a Democratic
Mayor — the first in eight decades
— and two new Democrats on the
council were sworn into office, leav-
ing the GOP with a slim 5-4 major-
ity.

On Saturday the Republicans offi-
cially gained one of those seats back.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., a resident of Sycamore
Street with a background in banking,
who was not present Saturday due to
illness, was sworn in to a second
term on the council Tuesday night.

As part of the Republican “Cus-
tomer Focus ’98” theme, he said in
his speech Tuesday night that the
council must use technology and
management techniques “to make
government easier to deal with; make
it more economical; and make its
services and information more valu-
able to the customer.”

Mr. McDermott, a Lawrence Street
resident and an executive with a com-
mercial printing outfit, has taken the
seat which was occupied by Norman
N. Greco for the past six years. He
said he plans to work to accomplish
at least two of the major goals of his
fall campaign.

These include the creation of a
town ombudsman to act as an eco-
nomic facilitator to guide businesses
through regulatory and economic
hurdles regarding the downtown
business district.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, in his
State of the Town Message delivered
Tuesday night, endorsed the ombuds-

man proposal, along with the cus-
tomer focus theme this year.

The other goal Councilman
McDermott wants to see to fruition is
the publication of a town-wide direc-
tory of services which would include
telephone numbers, addresses of the
town’s essential departments, com-
missions and boards.

“I understand the positive impact I
can have on the community for which
I serve,” he said, adding that he will
“work with great enthusiasm to pro-
tect the quality and uniqueness of

Westfield so that future generations
will be able to enjoy the high stan-
dard of living for which Westfield is
known.”

In a news release issued by the
Republicans and published in The
Leader last week, the GOP promised
to give Councilman McDermott’s
ideas top consideration as part of
their platform this year.

The new councilman is the son of
former State Senator and current
Chairman of the county Republican
Committee Frank X. McDermott.

The councilman, with his father look-
ing on and his son, Bryan, holding
the Bible, joked that “the second
generation of McDermott politicians
has officially begun.”

Councilman McDermott serves on
the Union County Improvement
Authority and was appointed last
year by Mayor Jardim to the West-
field Revenue Expenditure Commit-
tee, a committee assigned to look at
reviewing the budget process and
expenses in the municipal budget.

Returning to the council after a
one-year absence, Councilwoman
Weinstein, a resident of Knollwood
Terrace, promised to “work tirelessly
in moving Westfield forward to the
21st century.”

She emphasized the importance
of keeping Westfield’s downtown
attractive and viable. Repeating the
Republican motto, Councilwoman
Weinstein said the town government
must be “customer friendly” and pro-
vide a “customer service” attitude.

The councilwoman, who is an of-
fice manager for a law firm, was
named by the Westfield Republican
Town Committee to fill the unex-
pired seat of Michael E. Panagos in
1996. She was defeated by some 14
votes by Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman in the general election that
year.

The new councilwoman defeated
Donnell Carr by 41 tallies for the
Fourth Ward seat last November.
Mr. Carr filled out the remainder of
former Councilman James Hely’s
term last year.

The daughter of former council-

man and Union County Freeholder
Arthur C. Fried, Councilwoman
Weinstein pledged a “spirit of coop-
eration” with Mayor Jardim and her
fellow council members.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano of East Broad Street,
an attorney beginning his second
term on the governing body, was
critical in his speech on Saturday of
some of the Democrats who ran in
the November election, noting that
they had chosen to “make statements
which were purely political in nature

and made to frighten Westfield resi-
dents.

“We, the Republican candidates,
however, chose a more practical ap-
proach during the campaign last
year,” he said, referring to the sur-
veys sent to residents by Republican
candidates.

He said those surveys returned in-
dicated residents’ top concerns were
a lack of sufficient parking in the
downtown, the condition of the town

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

LEASE OF GARBAGE INCINERATOR FOR 25 YEARS IS MAJOR STORY AT COUNTY LEVEL

Naming of New Fire Chief, Approval of Maintenance Code,
Beginning of Redistricting in Schools Tops 2nd Half of ’97

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Says Council Must Move Beyond ‘Pettiness in Politics;’
Planning Bd. to See New Leadership; Mr. Brandt Re-Appointed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Committed to moving “beyond the
pettiness in politics,” Democratic
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim promised
Tuesday night to work with his Re-

publican colleagues on the govern-
ing body as he begins his second year
as the chief elected official in town.

Through their speeches at
Tuesday’s organizational meeting
and at Saturday’s swearing-in cer-

emony, Republicans and Democrats
alike said it is important for the coun-
cil as a unit to work together for the
betterment of the town.

“There is no value in pointing fin-
gers or placing blame. If we are to be

truthful to ourselves, both sides of
the political aisle must take respon-
sibility for at times (in 1997) allow-
ing the prism of politics to blur our
obligation to make policy,” Mayor
Jardim said in his State of the Town

Message.
Among the challenges facing the

council are making sure the special
improvement district, governed by
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), flourishes “unhindered”
thus allowing for a “balanced devel-
opment of both local and national
establishments.”

He also said the town must begin
enforcing its new exterior property
maintenance code and shade tree
preservation ordinance, adopted by
the council last year, which he la-
beled as important to the quality of
life of Westfielders as much as the
quality of the local public school
system, police and fire departments.

Also high on the Mayor’s list of
priorities this year are the develop-
ment of a comprehensive road im-
provement program and the initia-
tion of a plan to make “badly-needed”
improvements to both Memorial Field
and other parks and fields within the
town.

He also said it is “imperative” that
the council implement recommen-
dations of the Westfield Expenditure
Review Commission, including a
proposal for the council to set strate-
gic goals as opposed to “reacting to
day-to-day crises.”

Mayor Jardim also said the council
will be assisted by the Westfield Solid
Waste Advisory Commission in mak-
ing a decision on solid waste collec-
tion that could have a “long-lasting
impact on the residents” if the town
contracts for such services in the
municipal budget.

He also said the council, through
the Westfield Raritan Valley Line
Commuter Commission, must con-
tinue to push for improvements on
the line — including direct service to
New York City, thereby bypassing
Penn Station in Newark.

Newly sworn in to a second term,
Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr. said the council must
“be all united in our love for our
community and our commitment to
getting things done for our commu-
nity as a team.”

Given the new 6-3 Republican
majority, the list of appointments
lacked the impasse witnessed last
year when Democrats held an extra
seat.

Charles H. Brandt, who was to
retire this year with Paul Strauchler

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
END TO AN ERA...Woolworth announced in July that it was closing the
remaining 400 stores nationwide, including the Westfield store – a staple in the
downtown for nearly seven decades.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The second half of 1997 featured a
number of news events, including
changes in town government, in the
downtown and the implementation
of the redistricting plan for a number
of school children. The following is
a recap of the second half of the year.

July
Walter Ridge retired as Westfield

Fire Chief after 16 years at the start of
the month. He was with the depart-
ment for 38 years. He retired after
reaching mandatory retirement age
which was reinstated by the state.
Deputy Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr.,
was named Acting Chief.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim formed
a special steering committee to begin
looking at the feasibility of applying
for a Neighborhood Preservation Pro-
gram grant for the Central Avenue
corridor. The grant program is uti-
lized mainly for the rehabilitation of
owner-occupied housing.

Janis Fried Weinstein was named
to the Republican ticket as the candi-
date for the Fourth Ward seat on the
Town Council. Mrs. Weinstein, who
served out the remaining months of
Michael E. Panagos’ term in 1996,
replaced Christian Sepe on the GOP
ticket after Mr. Sepe bowed out to
accept a job promotion.

In its plan to improve the economy
of Union County, the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders took action to acti-
vate 12 miles of freight railway along
the previously abandoned Staten Is-
land and Rahway Valley Railroad
lines.

The board also created a Transpor-
tation Development District whereby
developers would be responsible for
any infrastructure improvements that
are needed to handle increased traf-
fic flow as a result of new develop-
ment.

The Westfield Planning Board
granted preliminary and final site
plan approval to the Windmill Res-
taurant for 256-260 East Broad Street,
the former store front of Fine Toys
Limited. The store, which features
gourmet-style hot dogs among other
foods, is located next to the Rialto
Theatre.

Members of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce were present
to express concerns that the town has
too many restaurants.

The Board of Adjustment on July
14 granted preliminary approval for
a non-conforming sign to Liberty
Travel, Inc., for the former store front
of Westfield Drugs & Surgical on
East Broad Street at the corner of
Elm Street.

Woolworth’s announced it would
close its remaining 400 stores, in-
cluding the East Broad Street store
— a staple in Westfield’s downtown
the past 68 years. The store is located
next door to the former Auster’s ap-
pliance store, leaving the area with a
sizable amount of vacant storefronts.
The store officially closed in the fall.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) hired Michael La
Place from Gaithersfield, Maryland,
as its first Executive Director of

DWC, the governing body which
runs the town’s Special Improve-
ment District (SID). He received a
salary of $50,000.

Matt Sklar of Westfield, at 23,
became one of the youngest conduc-
tors on Broadway when he was named
Director for the month of August for
the hit musical, Titantic.

August
Jesse Sayegh, the new owner of the

Rialto Theatre, announced that he
planned to double the number of
screens at the 75-year-old landmark.
Two additional auditoriums would
be created on the first floor, with
another screen planned for the bal-
cony area, thus creating a six-screen
theater.

The “Sweet Sounds Downtown,” a
weekly series of live jazz perfor-
mances sponsored by the DWC, be-
gan at selective sights in the down-
town.

Town Council members and offi-
cials vowed to keep a close watch on
a developer building four homes on
Tice Place. Residents showed up at a
council meeting to state their con-
cerns regarding damage to a sprin-
kler system which runs along the
town easement.

One resident said as part of an
agreement with the town the devel-
oper, Frank Paparatto of Kenilworth,
was required to return the town-
owned land to its pre-construction
state, including replacing grass,
shrubbery and sprinkler heads and
sewer piping.

Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt
noted that $35,000 was being held in
escrow until the developer satisfac-
torily met the letter of the law of the
agreement. If not, the town would
use the money to make the necessary
repairs.

Former Westfield resident Sally

Williams Cook releases a book she
co-authored with former college and
professional football coach Gene
Stallings. The book, “Another Sea-
son: A Coach’s Story of Raising an
Exceptional Son,” details the coach
and his wife’s experience in raising a
Down Syndrome son. The coach was
interviewed on national television to
promote the book.

Liberty Travel was granted final
approval to move into the former
Westfield Drugs site. The travel
agency was in need of a variance to
place a sign on the Elm street side of
the building.

During an interview with The West-
field Leader, newly-appointed Ap-
pellate Court Judge William L’E
Wertheimer recalled his years as a
Superior Court judge in Union
County. He admitted that he will
probably be remembered most for
presiding over the case of John List.
List was eventually convicted of mur-
dering his entire family in 1971 and
then leaving the state. He was cap-
tured in 1989 after a former neighbor
saw the television broadcast of
“America’s Most Wanted” which fea-
tured the List case.

List was found guilty for the five
murders and is serving consecutive
life terms for the killings.

Westfield public school officials
prepared for the opening of school
and the redistricting of 80 students
from Franklin Elementary School to
Wilson Elementary School on the
north side of town.

On the south side, nearly 100 stu-
dents were redistricted from
Tamaques Elementary School to
Jefferson Elementary School.

A number of safety measures were
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
· Joseph Rybka, 28, of Dayton, Ohio

was arrested and charged with driving
while suspended in the 800 block of
Central Avenue, according to police. He
was held in lieu of $500 bail.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
· A 1989 Mitsubishi Galant was re-

ported stolen from in front of a South
Avenue eatery, according to police. The
vehicle had not been recovered.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
· A woman reported that someone

broke a rear basement window at her
Tamaques Way residence and scratched
the plastic rear bumper of her Ford
Explorer.

· A Scotch Plains man reported that
the rear window of his vehicle was
broken out by unknown means while it
was parked on East Broad Street.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
· David Hansen, 29, of Hillsborough

was arrested and charged with the theft

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29
• Twelve hundred block of Rahway

Avenue — smoke scare.
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

— system malfunction.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30

• Five hundred block of Parkview
Avenue — water evacuation.

• Five hundred block of Boulevard —
water evacuation.

• Six hundred block of South Avenue
West — hazardous condition.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street — unintentional alarm.

• Eight hundred block of Rahway
Avenue — water condition.

• One hundred block of Lincoln Road
— hazardous condition.

• One hundred block of Clifton Street
— system malfunction.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
• Nine hundred block of St. Marks

Avenue — water evacuation.
• Two hundred block of Canterbury

Road — system malfunction.
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road — unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of First Street

— power line down.
• Three hundred block of North Av-

enue East — good intent call.
• Seven hundred block of First Street

— excessive heat from refrigerator.

Adoption of Town Exterior Maintenance Code;
Redistricting in Schools Tops Second Half of ’97 of $200 from a woman’s purse at the First

Baptist Church on Elm Street.
The suspect, who was taken into cus-

tody at the Westfield train station, was
additionally charged with possession of a
hypodermic needle. The money taken from
the woman’s purse was recovered, ac-
cording to police.

Hansen was also arrested on a fugitive
warrant from Somerset County for proba-
tion violations, with no bail. Westfield
police turned him over to Somerset County
authorities.

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
· Joy Thompson, 21, of Scotch Plains

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated at Central Avenue near
South Avenue, according to police. She
was released on $375 bail.

· Nine hundred dollars in cash was
taken from a purse at Holy Trinity School
on First Street on December 23, accord-
ing to police. There are no suspects and
the money has not been recovered.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

• One hundred block of Prospect
Street — system malfunction.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
• One hundred block of Prospect

Street — system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Orenda

Circle — lock out.
• Six hundred block of Drake Place

— system malfunction.
• Two hundred block of East Broad

Street — gas odor investigation.
• Two hundred block of Watchung

Fork — system malfunction.
• Two hundred block of East Broad

Street — carbon monoxide inspection.
• Eleven hundred block of Boynton

Avenue — unintentional alarm.
• Eleven hundred block of Boynton

Avenue — smoke scare.
• One hundred block of Carol Road

— carbon monoxide detector activation.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 2

• Two hundred block of Watchung
Fork — system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Elm Street —
unintentional alarm.

• Seven hundred block of Willow
Grove Road — hazardous condition.

• Seven hundred block of East Broad
Street — smoke scare.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
• Six hundred block of St. Marks

Avenue — odor investigation.

Appointments to Result
In Changes on Town Boards

taking over as Town Attorney, was re-
appointed for a year. Mr. Strauchler
will continue to serve as Assistant Town
Attorney. Also re-appointed was
Frederick T. Danser, 3rd, as Labor
Attorney.

Among the new appointments,
Mayor Jardim named Martin Robbins
a full member of the Planning Board.
He was an alternate in 1997 after being
appointed by the Mayor.

Also appointed as a full member
was Marc A. McCabe, last year’s
Democratic challenger for the First
Ward council seat. Robert Newell, who
was a full member and served as Vice
Chairman, was named as an alternate
— a one-year term. Full terms are for
three years. Todd Evans was named as
an alternate, as well.

Not re-appointed were Robert T.
Schwarz, the board’s Chairman the
past five years, and Vic Trzesniowski,
who was an alternate on the board and
is a former Republican candidate for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

Councilman Sullivan will also con-
tinue to serve on the board.

The Planning Board will meet Mon-
day night, at which time a new Chair-
man and Vice Chairman will be elected
by the board. Mayor Jardim serves on
the board.

Another Democratic council candi-
date, Kenneth Rotter, was appointed to
a three-year term on the Insurance Ad-
visory Board. Republican William
Kravec was re-appointed to the Union
County Solid Waste Advisory Board
along with new appointee John Salerno,
a candidate for the State Assembly as a
Democrat in 1985.

Seymour Koslowsky was re-ap-
pointed for three years to the Recre-
ation Commission and was named
Chairman again. Dr. William Bonsall
was moved up from an alternate to a
full member.

New appointees to the commission
are Thomas Cusimano and, as an alter-
nate, Maureen Regan. They replace
former Board of Education member
Melba Nixon and Daniel M. Schwebel.

Glenn de Brueys was named a full
member of the Board of Adjustment
along with new member William
Heinbrockel. Realtor Frank Isoldi was
named an alternate. They replace G.
Graydon Curtis, who had been Vice
Chairman, and Thomas C. Phelan.

Re-appointed to the Board of Health
for three years was former Republican
Councilman W. Jubb Corbet, Jr. He
served as board President last year.

Jeffrey M. Gechtman will continue
to serve as Municipal Judge in an
acting role as the Mayor did not put a
nominee up for the appointment.

The Mayor’s attempt to name Mr.
Gechtman to the permanent post to fill
the remaining two years of former
Judge Marion S. Mogielnicki’s term
was defeated by Republicans last
month. The GOP has said they want
Edward J. Hobbie, who served for 12
years prior to 1997, re-appointed.

Named to the Westfield Memorial
Library Board were Lee Miller, for
three years, and Betty Barcan and
Michele Albano, wife of Councilman
Matthew P. Albano, for three-year
terms. Former Westfield MainStreet
Manager Michele Picou, who was
board secretary, was not re-appointed.

In terms of council committees,
Mayor Jardim has split the Public
Works/Solid Waste Committee back
into two committees with Council-
man John J. Walsh chairing Public
Works and Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott, Solid Waste.

Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick will
chair the Public Safety Committee,
with Councilwoman Janis Weinstein
heading the Personnel Policy Com-
mittee.

Councilman Sullivan will take over
as Chairman of the Transportation,
Parking and Traffic Committee. In an
unusual move, Mayor Jardim will
serve on that committee this year.

Councilman Lawrence A. Goldman
will continue to serve as Laws and
Rules Committee Chairman, with
Councilman James J. Gruba remain-
ing intact as Chairman of the Finance
Committee.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

parks, fields and roads, the continued
improvement of municipal services
such as collection of leaves and snow
removal, and the vibrancy of the down-
town.

He said the council’s challenge will
be to accomplish these objectives while
also “keeping taxes in check despite
receiving less county and state aid.”

“Let’s face it, good government does
not happen — ask (Assemblyman)
Rich Bagger (who was present at the
ceremony); it takes hard work,” he
noted.

Councilman Albano said Republi-
cans are committed to “put political
differences aside and truly work in the
best interests of the Town of Westfield.”

The three concepts that Councilman
Sullivan said he believes the council

Republicans Vow to Put
‘Customers’ First in ’98

must focus on this year are treating
taxpayers as customers, bringing at-
tention to the quality of the delivery of
municipal services, and teamwork by
the council as a whole.

“Our efforts must not be distracted
by those who choose to pursue their
personal agendas and seek to divide
our community,” he said.

“We must not be diverted by others
who choose to pin labels on those they
disagree with or launch attacks based
on half-truths or hearsay in an attempt
to secure what they perceive as ‘power’
in our community’s government,” the
councilman stated.

He noted instead that the governing
body “must build a team that endures
through electoral cycles to promote
the greater good of Westfield.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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put into place by the police department to
ensure students’ safety at school crossings,
given the increase of students at Jefferson
and Wilson Schools. Six classrooms were
added to each of the schools to handle
increased enrollment district-wide.

The state Division of Motor Vehicles
announced that the Westfield inspection
station and 10 other stations would stay
operational until more modernized fa-
cilities are built nearby to replace them.

Abigail Stotler was crowned Miss New
Jersey American Teen on August 24,
thus moving on to the national pageant in
Orlando, Florida.

September
The Laws and Rules Committee of the

Town Council unveiled a draft of a pro-
posed property maintenance code. The
code addressed open excavation sites,
storage of rubbish and garbage on pri-
vate property, overgrown grass and veg-
etation and vacant storefronts, among
other things.

Several local businessmen announced
that an application had been made to the
State Department of Banking and the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC) for the Town Bank of Westfield,
which, if approved, would become the
first locally-owned, independent com-
mercial bank in Westfield in 70 years.

It was announced that the proposed
Chief Executive Officer would be Frank
N. Goffreda, who has 25 years in the
banking industry under his belt. The
bank would be located in the former
Plastics Palace at 520 South Avenue.

Paul A. Battiloro, Jr., was named
Westfield Fire Chief. He was chosen
over Deputy Chief John Castellano. The
fall campaign began with the Westfield
Town Democratic Committee holding
its annual picnic at Echo Lake Park, and
Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger hold-
ing his annual brunch at L’Affaire Res-
taurant in Mountainside.

The Town Council’s discussions on
the maintenance code turned ugly when
Laws and Rules Committee Chairman
Lawrence A. Goldman and Republican
committee member Norman N. Greco
argued over the intentions of the code.
Mr. Greco was sensitive when refer-
ences were made to a section of East
Broad Street where the former Auster’s
appliance store and Woolworth’s were
located. The buildings are owned by Mr.
Greco’s in-laws.

Mr. Greco later presented a proposed
code which includes the word “exterior”
throughout to guard against the possibility
of officials coming into residents’ homes
other than in cases of rat infestation.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick announced that a proposal was
being considered to form a Westfield arts
council. The proposal included the selec-
tion of an individual to become West-
field Arts Coordinator.

Democrats on the Freeholder board
demanded the resignation of Blanche
Banaziak as a Commissioner on the Union
County Utilities Authority after they
learned she had moved to Somerset
County. Republicans countered that her
experience was vital given that the county
was in the middle of a solid waste crisis
following a federal court’s decision strik-
ing down waste flow controls in the state.

The Freeholder board announced that
the county was pursuing state funding for
lake restoration projects. Among the sites
considered for funding were the lower
sections of Echo Lake in Mountainside,
Nomahegan Lake in Cranford, Warinanco
Park in Elizabeth, Rahway River Park in
Rahway and Meisel Pond in Springfield.

Westfield Municipal Court Judge
Marion S. Mogielnicki resigned suddenly
on September 18, citing time constraints
— both in her law practice and her family
life. Mayor  Jardim announced that he
would appoint a council committee of two
Democrats and two Republicans to begin
the search process for a new judge.

Governor Christine Todd Whitman
made a campaign swing through down-
town Westfield during the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce’s annual FestiFall
street fair. Although her visit was ex-
pected to be just 45 minutes, the Gover-
nor wound up staying for close to two
hours after getting mobbed by supporters
and visitors.

The eighth annual FestiFall attracted
a crowd of 40,000 — making it the most
successful street fair to date.

Residents in the area of an undevel-

oped section on Dunham Avenue turned
out to tell the Town Council they support
the use of the area as a play area for
middle and elementary school dirt bikers
and skate boarders. Residents asked that
the mounds of dirt be kept so as to be used
for stunts by youths.

Union County officials and delegates
from Wenzhou, China reinforced their
relationship, established in 1994, by form-
ing a committee to generate economic
trade, cultural exchange and educational
programs.

The agreement, aimed at strengthen-
ing the county’s economy, was signed by
Deputy County Manager and Director of
the Department of Economic Develop-
ment George Devaney and Zhan Youyu,
Chairman of the People’s Congress of
Wenzhou.

October
Burton and Nancy Michaels, and their

two teenage daughters, filed a $2.5 mil-
lion lawsuit against McDowells Oil Heat,
Inc., of Westfield, Prudential Insurance
Company, Utica Mutual Insurance Com-
pany and MacArthur Fuel Oil.

The 38-count complaint includes
claims for property and punitive dam-
ages, personal injury and fraud stem-
ming from the spilling of 400 gallons of
home heating oil into the basement of
their home on Emerson Place in 1995.

The Friends of Mindowaskin Park an-
nounced plans for the second phase of im-
provements to the park, this time centering
around the concrete overlook of the park.

Third Ward Councilman John J. Walsh
announced his proposal for a $2 million
bond issue, once the $6.5 million bond
for the Westfield Memorial Library is
paid off, which would be used for the
town to undertake a comprehensive road
improvement program.

The Freeholder board appointed Dr.
Erica Fried of Westfield to the newly
created voluntary position of Patient
Advocate, where she will work with citi-
zens to resolve issues concerning heath-
care services.

The Concerned African-American Par-
ents of Westfield, in a presentation by
Melba Nixon, asked the Board of Educa-
tion to redistrict 37 kids from the Cacciola
Place area to Jefferson Elementary
School. The children were being bused to
Wilson, Tamaques and Washington El-
ementary Schools under the town’s cur-
rent desegregation plan.

Lee M. Hale was named the 1997
recipient of the Charles P. Bailey Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award by the
Westfield Rotary Club.

Katherine L. Broihier resigned as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Chamber of Com-
merce to become Manager of Group Tours
with the New York Botanical Garden.

The Planning Board granted major
site plan approval, thus paving the way
for The Town Bank of Westfield to open
in the spring at 520 South Avenue, West,
the former home of Plaster Palace.

The Freeholder board appropriated $3
million to renovate the third and fourth
floors of a building owned by the county
at 24-52 Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth.
The space is used to house the county’s
youth detention center. The Democratic
majority is searching for a new site for
the center. The state has cited the facility
for not meeting state safety codes.

The county Freeholders hosted an eco-
nomic development conference on Octo-
ber 16 entitled “Transporting Union
County into the 21st Century: A Leader-
ship Conference on Economic Develop-
ment.” The conference featured decision
makers from all levels of government,
private industry, academia and the non-
profit sectors.

The county published an advertising
supplement in The Wall Street Journal
which was prepared by the Economic
Development Department. The supple-
ment was geared toward promoting Union
County as a great place to do business,
under the heading, “Union County, New
Jersey: The Left Side of New York Har-
bor; The Right Side for Your Business.”

The Westfield Leader published its
pre-election issue on October 30 with 14
pages in full color — the first full color in
the 108-year history of the paper.

A bomb scare led to the evacuation of
227 residents of the Westfield Center,
Genesis ElderCare Network.

November
Republicans swept their Democratic

foes in the three contested races for the

Town Council, thus increasing their ma-
jority to 6-3 in the new year. Gregory S.
McDermott beat Marc A. McCabe by
over 450 votes in the First Ward; incum-
bent Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., defeated Ken-
neth Rotter by some 120 tallies in the
Third Ward, while Janis Fried Weinstein
edged out Councilman Donnell Carr in
the Fourth Ward race by 41 tallies. Sec-
ond Ward Councilman Matthew P.
Albano, who was unopposed, was elected
to a second term.

Democrats Alexander Mirabella,
Deborah Peer-Scanlon and Chester
Holmes were elected to the Freeholder
board over Republican incumbents Frank
H. Lehr, Henry W. Kurz and Edwin H.
Force, thus giving the Democrats a 9-0
majority this year.

An Election Day bomb threat at West-
field High School was determined to be
unfounded. The threat forced the evacu-
ation of staff, students and poll workers
and voters. The school is one of the
town’s polling places.

A 17-year-old Westfield High School
student was later charged with telephon-
ing in four bomb threats to the school.
Calls were reportedly received Novem-
ber 4, 7, 10 and 12.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley, informed the school board
that additional redistricting may be nec-
essary at the intermediate school level.

The Chamber of Commerce named
Debbie Schmidt, formerly with the
Surburban Chambers of Commerce in
Summit, as its new Executive Director.

The council introduced an amended
exterior maintenance code. The jail pen-
alty was removed. Violators, however,
will be subject to a $1,000 fine for each
day a violation is not corrected.

The Planning Board approved a pro-
posal to renovate a property at 159-169
East Broad Street. Two stores will be
combined for retail space for Ann Taylor,
which is planning to come to Westfield.
The space currently includes the former
Milady’s store and Village Curtain.
Apartments on the second and third floors
will be renovated.

The council met the day after Thanks-
giving at 9 a.m., at which time they held a
public meeting before voting to rezone 32
properties in and around Westfield Av-
enue. The council had to approve the new
zoning before the Planning Board meet-
ing on Monday night, when action would
have been taken on the application.

The move was done to prevent a devel-
oper from tearing down a 100-year-old
home on Westfield Avenue and replac-
ing it with two new homes.

Milton A. Steinfeld, the owner of the
house, had claimed a hardship case in
that the house was in such bad condition
that he could not sell it and that his family
did not have the funds to make the neces-
sary repairs.

The rezoning forced the developer,
Michael Mahoney, to look at filing a new
application before the Planning Board
since under the new zoning, with regard
to lot size and frontage, the subdivision
application for building two houses would
no longer be permitted.

The Transportation, Parking and Traf-
fic Committee proposed doubling com-
muter parking fees at the south side train
station lot from $20 to $40 a month.
Users can presently pay permit fees quar-
terly, twice a year or annually.

A proposal was also considered for a
new Parks Department to maintain the
town’s parks and playing fields. The
department would be self-funded.

Dr. Foley announced that he believes
the school district may not be able to
afford a Interactive Television studio.
The ITV studio was originally planned
for the former auto body shop at the high
school. The $225,000 price tag was said
to be $100,000 more than the district had
planned.

Donald Hamilton, a former Westfield
attorney, admitted to embezzling $1.25
million over a period of eight years from
the estates of five clients. He faces 10
years in prison for the crime.

Reports were issued by the Westfield
Solid Waste Advisory Board and the West-
field Raritan Valley Line Commission, the
latter of which reported on a number of
improvements sought by Westfield train
commuters to make their trip more enjoy-
able and more efficient. The ultimate goal
is direct service into Manhattan.

The solid waste report provided the
council with an explanation of all its
options for solid waste including con-
tracting with one or more carriers, start-
ing a town operated program or staying
with the current private haulers program.

The report came at a time the council
was considering whether to contract with
the utilities authority for long-term ac-
cess to the solid waste incinerator in
Rahway. The town would have to have a

contract in order to direct its hauler or
haulers to send its trash to Rahway.

December
The council adopted an exterior main-

tenance code. The goal of the new law,
Councilman Goldman said, was to help
address cases where properties not prop-
erly maintained were impairing on the
rights of their neighbors. Mr. Goldman
also asked for a quick appointment of an
enforcement officer for the code.

The council also unveiled a shade tree
code aimed at saving trees on land ca-
pable of being developed. The code would
end the practice of clear-cutting trees to
make room for new homes. This is a
practice whereby a developer takes down
all trees on a lot rather than what is
needed to build the home and open up
space for front and back yards.

School board member Ginger
Hardwick recommended that the district
explore using the ITV studio operated by
the Union County Educational Services
Commission at their facility on Lamberts
Mill Road as an option to funding the
district’s own such studio.

The Town Bank, in development, was
given permission to begin raising capi-
tal. The bank needs to raise a minimum
$5 million; $2 million of which has al-
ready been committed.

The bank gained conditional charter
status from State Banking and Insurance
Commissioner Elizabeth Randall. The
bank would serve an estimated 15,000
households, as it would also serve sur-
rounding communities. The names of the
bank’s Board of Directors were released,
all being people who live or work in
town. The bank’s Chairman will be
former Mayor Ronald J. Frigerio.

Town, state and federal officials held
a public hearing at the Municipal Build-
ing on December 3 to address the pros-
pect of gaining a ban on train whistles
along the Lehigh Valley Railroad tracks
on the far south end of town. The first
step would involve the town implement-
ing safety measures at grade crossings on
Rahway Avenue.

The council allocated $10,000 towards
installation of non-mountable median
barriers in 1996; however, they have yet
to be erected. Town Engineer Kenneth
B. Marsh said he would come before the
council in 1998 for an additional request
of $15,000 to $20,000 for the project.

Residents in the area of Myrtle Av-
enue were critical of a plan to build high-
density housing in their neighborhood,
which town officials said was in accor-
dance with a Mount Laurel low-to-mod-
erate income housing lawsuit settlement
brought by a developer six years ago.

A hearing is expected to be conducted
by the Building and Town Property Com-
mittee in early 1998. The developer now
involved is seeking an increase in hous-
ing units per acre and also the closing off
of Grandview Avenue so that a town-
owned lot could be combined with exist-
ing land the developer already owns to
make for a larger development. The de-
veloper is seeking to buy the town land in
accordance with the settlement.

Susan Noon was named Tax Collector
effective in January, replacing Violet
Jacob, who retired. Mrs. Noon has been
a town employee for nine years.

School officials and staff supported
the concept of Student Assistance Coun-
selors on the elementary level. Two such
counselors were proposed at a total cost
of $100,000. The program would replace
an existing one involving part-time as-
sistance to students.

As promised by Republicans at the
council’s December 9 conference meet-
ing, Mayor Jardim’s appointment of Jef-
frey M. Gechtman for Municipal Judge
was defeated in a 4-4 vote on December
16, since tie-breakers count as a defeat.

Mr. Gechtman will continue to serve
as judge in an acting capacity until and if
a permanent replacement is found. Coun-
cilman Greco noted that there are two
years remaining on the term of Ms.
Mogielnicki.

The county Freeholder board approved
an amendment to the county’s Solid Waste
Management Plan which will allow the
Union County Utilities Authority to en-
ter into a long-term contract with Ogden
Martin Systems of Union, Inc. to run the
incinerator. The plan also allows towns
to voluntary enter into contracts with the
authority to send trash to the incinerator.

All county-generated trash not sent to
the incinerator will have a charge placed
on it that will go towards paying off the
incinerator debt. This charge is included
in the disposal fee as part of the agree-
ments being offered to towns to sign with
the authority.

The council acknowledged the efforts
of Councilmen Carr and Greco as they
participated in their final meeting on the
governing body.


