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SCHOLARSHIP WINNER�Vice-Commander Jim Brennan of Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3 of the American Legion in Westfield congratulates Megan Clarke, a
graduating senior at Westfield High School, who was named the recipient of the
post�s first scholarship award of $500. Megan, the daughter of Michael Clark,
will be attending Lynchburg College in Lynchburg, Virginia in the fall.

Former Israeli Ambassador
Speaks Before Rotarians

At a recent meeting, Westfield
Rotarians heard of peace prospects
in the Middle East when Israeli
Ambassador (retired) Yossi Ben-
Aharon spoke on the subject which
relates to the fourth item to be en-
couraged in meeting the object of the
Rotary.

�The object of the Rotary is to
encourage and foster the ideal of
service as a basis of worthy enter-
prise and in particular to encourage
and foster �The advancement of in-
ternational understanding, goodwill
and peace through a world fellow-
ship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal service,��
he said.

Between 1996 and 1980 Ambas-
sador Ben-Aharon served Israel�s
Foreign Service in Burma, Washing-
ton, D.C., and New York City. He
served as Chief of Staff to Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, coordinat-
ing the Prime Minister�s work with
special emphasis on foreign rela-
tions.

Throughout the years of the
American involvement in advanc-
ing an Arab-Israeli peace process,
being promoted by then Secretaries
of the State George Shultz and James
Baker, Yossi Ben-Aharon played a
key roll in drafting speeches, diplo-
matic correspondence and position
papers.

In addition, he took part in top-
level negotiations held between
1987 and 1992 including the
Madrid Peace Conference. He was
head of delegation at the negotia-
tions with Syria.

Following the change in govern-
ment, Yossi Ben-Aharon retired from
the Civil Service and now spends his
time writing for the media in Israel
and abroad and lecturing on political
issues. He is an occasional advisor to
the current Prime Minister of Israel
Benjamin Netanyah.

Yossi Ben-Aharon brought greet-
ings from the members of the Rotary
Club of Jerusalem to the follow
Rotarians in Westfield.

INFORMATIVE MEETING...Israeli Ambassador (retired) Yossi Ben-Aharon,
a former Chief of Staff to former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, was
guest speaker at a recent luncheon meeting of the Rotary Club of Westfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield Rotary Club President Dr. D. Michael
Hart, Ambassador Yossi Ben-Aharon, Westfield Rotary Club Past President
Jack L. Cohen and Dr. Luis Fleischman, Director of Community Relations and
Public Affairs, Jewish Federation of Central New Jersey.

BASH�98 Again a Success
For Westfield High Seniors

The parents of the Westfield High
School senior class were able to sleep
soundly on graduation night, June
18, even though their sons and daugh-
ters were out at an all-night party.

Concern over that traditional drive
to the shore, after a night that in-
cluded one-too-many drinks by their
teenager, was a thought that did not
enter their mind, according to Don
Pray, Project Graduation �BASH �98�
Chairman.

That is because a total of 267 se-
niors or 88 percent of the graduating
class attended BASH �98, an all-
night, fun-filled, drug and alcohol-
free party on their graduation night
at Ricochet Racquet in South
Plainfield.

Co-sponsored by the Optimist Club
of Westfield, the Westfield High
School Parent-Teacher Organization
and the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission, the party achieved its objec-
tive of making graduation night a
safe, sober and, above all, fun way to
mark the end of the high school
experience, Mr. Pray stated.

�The entire Westfield community
deserves credit for the success of the
BASH �98 Graduation Party, as this
event received overwhelming sup-
port from our Board of Education,
parents, teachers, local businesses,

clubs, professionals, corporations,
sponsors and the senior class to make
it a success.

�Special thanks are also due to all
of those individuals who worked on
the project and the 28 chaperones
who attended BASH �98, many of
whom stayed the entire evening,� he
added.

�As project chairman and on behalf
of the co-sponsors, I would like to
express my sincere thanks to all of
those individuals who supported or
worked on BASH �98. We can all be
proud of  the response of our commu-
nity to this worthy undertaking for the
Class of �98 and future seniors at WHS.�

�Westfield is a special place to live
and the success of BASH �98 is testi-
mony to the positive spirit that exists
in this community,� said Mr. Pray.

School One Students Get
A Taste of George Gershwin
Students at School One Elemen-

tary in Scotch Plains were treated to
a morning of George Gershwin on
June 15. Actor and musician Dennis
Kobray gave an informative and en-
tertaining performance in which he
portrayed himself as George
Gershwin.

He described how Gershwin taught
himself to play the piano by watch-
ing the notes being played by a
friend�s player piano. He explained
how the composer wrote his music as
a way of telling a story or creating a
painting, but that instead of using
words or paint, he used musical notes.

Throughout his performance he
played many of George Gershwin�s
most popular songs on the piano,
including, �I Got Rhythm,� �Rhap-
sody in Blue,� �An American in
Paris,� and �Swanee.�

At the end of the performance, Mr.
Kobray noted that this year is the
100th anniversary of the birth of
Gershwin. The assembly was spon-
sored by the Cultural Arts Commit-
tee of the School One Parent-Teacher
Association. The members of the
Cultural Arts Committee are Mary
Everson, Kathy Shelus and Barbara
Cronenberger-Meyer.

Alex Winnicker Cited
At Seton Hall Prep�s

Graduation Ceremony
Westfield resident Alex Winnicker

was honored
at the Seton
Hall Prep
School grad-
uation exer-
cises on Sat-
urday, June
13. He was a
recipient of
the Monsi-
gnor Tho-
mas J. Tuohy
Medallion,
awarded to those graduates who, over
the four years of their study, achieved
a cumulative average of �A� or bet-
ter. He will attend Penn State Univer-

sity, Univer-
sity Park,
Pennsylva-
nia, in the
fall.

Westfield
resideni Tho-
mas Murch
was also
among the
graduates in
the Class of
1998. He will

attend Muhlenberg College, Allen-
town, Pennsylvania.

The graduation ceremony was held
in the South Mountain Arena in West
Orange.

Osborn Cannonball To Display
Flags For Independence Day

Blood Drive Slated
For �Y� on July 2

A blood drive will be held at the
Westfield �Y,� located at 220 Clark
Street, on Thursday, July 2, between
2 and 7:30 p.m.

F-SP Thrift Shop to Open
For Summer on Tuesday

Fully restocked and refurbished,
The Thrift Shop, operated by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League, will open for the summer
season this Tuesday, July 7.

Summer clothes for children are
available as are dresses, sportswear,
accessories and shoes for women in
the Designer section.

Also in stock are boys� play clothes,
slacks and jackets. The shop�s new

Crafts Department has Christmas
craft items on hand.

The Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, will be open from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. every Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday in July
and August.

For further information, please call
the shop�s 24-hour hot line at (908)
322-5420.

OPENING FOR SUMMER...Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League volun-
teers will be on hand to help shoppers when the Thrift Shop reopens for the
summer on Tuesday, July 7. Shop hours will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays throughout July and August. The shop is
located at 1730 East Second Street in Scotch Plains. Volunteers pictured above,
left to right, are: front row, Nancy Anderson, Donna Kuhn, Evelyn Whitehorne,
Edith Ross, Angelina Mazzarisi and Harriet Shaner, and back row, Lynn
Bandtlow, Mary Graham and Dorothy Bandola.

The Osborn Cannonball House
Museum, a circa 1760 salt box farm
house, located at 1840 Front Street
in Scotch Plains, will be open to
visitors on Sunday, July 5, from 2 to
4 p.m.

To celebrate Independence Day,
the day of adoption of the Declara-

tion of Independence in 1776, a col-
lection of flags dating from the 13
star- Revolutionary War flag to the
present 50-star banner will be on
display.

Docents will give tours of the mu-
seum and surrounding gardens. There
is no admission charge.

Commuters Invited
To Attend Meeting

Of Raritan Commission
The Raritan Valley Line Com-

muter Commission (RVLCC)
will be hold its next monthly
meeting Thursday, July 9, at 7:30
p.m. in the Administrator�s Con-
ference Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building.

The RVLCC was formed to
identify and address problems
with the train commute along NJ
Transit�s Raritan Valley Line.
Any interested commuter is in-
vited to attend and participate in
this meeting.

Fanwood Code Now
Available on Computer

At Borough Library
The Fanwood Memorial Library

now offers the complete text of the
most up-to-date Fanwood Code on
computer. This database includes all
general and permanent local ordi-
nances currently in effect in the bor-
ough and is fully searchable by index
or keyword.

In other library news, the Friends
of the Fanwood Library will present
a �Touch of Nature� on Wednesday,
July 8, at 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. Jerry
Zelenka will introduce children to
the wonders of nature with animals
they can see, touch, and come to
understand. Mr. Zetenlu is a natural-
ist and educator and has spent much
time caring for animals and sharing
his animal love with children.

There will be two shows and seat-
ing is limited and only those children
who are four and older and who can
sit without an adult present will be
admitted. For more information,
please call the Children�s Depart-
ment at (908) 322-4377.

Sweets Sounds of Jazz
Coming to Downtown

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) and the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce have joined
together to present the second annual
�Sweet Sounds of Downtown� Jazz
Festival.

The streets of the downtown shop-
ping district will be filled with the
sounds of jazz, as more than 40 dif-
ferent acts perform their own special
blend of jazz, in styles ranging from
classic to big band to funky fusion.

The festival will be held over two
consecutive weekends, Friday
through Sunday, July 17 through 19,
and Thursday through Sunday, July
23 through 26.

Musicians will perform at various
locations throughout the central busi-
ness district. Program books listing
exact dates, times, acts and locations
will be available at selected down-
town businesses throughout West-
field, as well as the offices of the
DWC and the Chamber.

The second weekend of the jazz
festival coincides with this year�s
sidewalk sale in downtown West-
field. As Michael La Place, Execu-
tive Director of the Downtown West-
field Corporation explained, �Shop-
pers will have the opportunity to
enjoy the sights, the sounds and the
stores of Westfield!�

Bryson can be seen on Saturday,

July 19, on Elm Street from 2 to 4
p.m. Terraplane Blues is scheduled
for two shows on Friday, July 17, on
Quimby Street, from 7 to 9 p.m. and
Saturday, July 18, from 1:45 p.m. to
3:30 p.m. in front of the Westfield
Post Office on Central Avenue. The
State of the Trombone will be per-
forming Friday, July 24, from 5 to 7
p.m. at the South Avenue Train Sta-
tion. Chuck Clark�s Little Big Band
will take the stage July 24 from 7 to
9 p.m. on Quimby Street.

For more information, please con-
tact Debbie Schmidt, Executive Di-
rector, at (908) 233-3021.

Jennifer Kassakian
Makes Dean�s List

Jennifer M. Kassakian, the daughter
of Edward and Sharon Kassakian of
Westfield, was named to the Dean�s List
for outstanding academic achievement
during the spring semester of the 1997-
1998 year at Colby College in Waterville,
Maine.

A sophomore at the college, Jennifer
is majoring in biology with a concentra-
tion in environmental science.
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