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Youth Actors Hit High Note
With Carousel at NJPAC

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor�s Note: Our reporter at-
tended the July 25th performance of
Carousel and the following piece is a
combined review and news coverage
story.

*  *  *  *  *
WYACT � otherwise known as

Westfield Young Artists� Coopera-
tive Theatre, Inc. � scored a certain
victory after seven years of hard work
to join forces with the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center youth work-
shop in a production of Rodgers and
Hammerstein�s musical, Carousel,
that played July 17 through last Sun-
day at the sparkling New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) in
Newark.

Director of the production Cynthia
Meryl is a Westfield resident and
founder of WYACT. Approximately
one-third of the Carousel cast are
members of the WYACT group. Oth-
ers cast members auditioned from
around the region.

Last Saturday�s performance on
the Victoria Theater stage at NJPAC
was followed by a reception where
cast members mingled with patrons
and spoke about the six weeks of
rehearsal for the musical.

Lead character Billy Bigelow, a
�bad boy� carnival barker played con-
vincingly by Richard McNanna,
called the experience �the best sum-
mer of my life.� Mr. McNanna, a 20-
year-old music education senior at
Seton Hall University in South Or-
ange said rehearsals were often 10 or
more hours a day.

�It was intense,� he said.
The grueling rehearsal schedule

evidently paid off as Mr. McNanna
belted out songs with all the power
and swagger required of barker Billy,
yet he was able to pull back through
tough transitions into the gentler
tones of lover and father, most nota-
bly in his �Soliloquy� at the end of
the first act. He seemed to hit the
mark on every note he sang, no mat-
ter what the volume.

�He has the best instincts of any
young actor I�ve worked with,� Ms.
Meryl said about Mr. McNanna.

Although last Saturday�s perfor-
mance was beset by �gremlins� � like
bits of set decoration that floated down
into the action, a dancer�s costume
burst a seam on stage, a running en-
trance ended in a fall � the perfor-
mance garnered enthusiastic applause
after each song and brought tears to the
eyes of a full house at the finale, with a
reprise of �You�ll Never Walk Alone.�

The theater seats over 450.
Recent Westfield High School

graduate Melissa Miller was delight-

ful and sensitive in the role of Julie
Jordan, and proved adept at dealing
with the unhappy issue of domestic
abuse that runs through the plot.
Miss Miller�s rendition of �If I Loved
You� in a duet with Billy, was inter-
rupted by applause.

Her wistful �What�s the Use of
Wond�rin� as she stands by her man-
gone-wrong, was a moment of near
heartbreak for listeners.

Afterwards, Miss Miller spoke
about the production experience, say-
ing, �It�s fantastic to be here, in this
building � and with Rodgers and
Hammerstein.� She revealed that the
pair of composers is her favorite and
that she has used the song �If I Loved
You� in auditions for years. Carousel
was based on a 1909 play, Liliom by
Ferenc Molnar.

Westfielder Julianne Mandrillo�s
role as Carrie � the spunky friend
who always tries to do right � had a
zesty stage presence and vibrant sing-
ing voice that seemed beyond her
years as a sophomore at Westfield
High School.

Miss Mandrillo and Miss Miller
are a fine complementary pair, with
perhaps credit extending even to the
casting of the roles.

Director of Rodgers and
Hammerstein Theater Library in New
York, Tom Briggs, attended the Sat-
urday performance and called it �truly
extraordinary � so absolutely pro-
fessional.� He said his organization
deals with licensing rights to Rich-
ard Rodgers� and Oscar
Hammerstein�s works.

Costumes and scenery of the pro-
duction were nothing but professional
and the carousel horses were won-
derfully depicted through both cos-
tume and dance. Featured dancers
Dina Jo Sison and Lisa Morse wowed
the audience with their technique
and style.

The pit orchestra was made up of
New Jersey youths as well, and aside
from competing occasionally with
the singing, they held their own at
most every turn and trill.

By the end, when Billy Bigelow
turns up in Heaven, he is met by wise
old Starkeeper, played with confi-
dence by 15-year-old Justin Restivo.
Mr. Restivo is a sophomore at the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
and his film credits include Leave It
To Beaver, among others. He has also
performed at the Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn.

Four members of the Carousel cast
will be featured in Wendy
Wasserstein�s humorous drama Isn�t
It Romantic at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club, tomorrow, Thursday, July
30, through Sunday, August 2.

Primary Enrichment Program
Builds Kids� Self-Confidence

The Principal of the Primary En-
richment Program (PEP) for the West-
field Public Schools, Patrick Rooney,
said he wants all 135 students to enjoy
their first week of class this fall.

More importantly, he is looking
forward to their full participation
and progress in the entire three-week
program which began July 27 and
runs through Friday, August 14.

According to Mr. Rooney,
�Throughout the program, enthusi-
asm and confidence builds up so that
the students are motivated to begin a
new school year in September. We
make it as much fun as possible by
using creative techniques and strate-
gies of our teachers and guest speak-
ers who share their skills and inter-
ests with the children.�

The PEP program, in its ninth
summer in Westfield, is designed to
strengthen language skills, to create
positive attitudes about learning and
to give students preparation for a
new school year.

A total of 135 students who are
entering grades 1, 2 and 3 in Septem-
ber attend the half-day classes which
are designed to enable the students to
be actively involved in the learning
process.

Westfield public school students
representing all six elementary
schools in town are enrolled in the
program which features limited class

sizes of 10 to 12 students. The classes
are held at Wilson School, where Mr.
Rooney served as Assistant Principal
during the 1997-1998 school year.

He will continue his full-time As-
sistant Principal role at Franklin
School during the 1998-1999.

After last year�s success, a music
component will again be included in
the PEP program. Vocal music in-
structor Debbie McCullam�s lessons
include teaching songs to build the
children�s self-confidence.

Mrs. McCullam will also lead the
students in the second annual �PEP
Rally� to be held the last day of the
program on August 14, when all the
children will share the songs that
they�ve learned.

Poetry teacher Laura Schneider
works with the students to develop
creative thinking and poetic writing
skills, while nurse Benedette Graf
instructs health education classes,
giving summer safety advice and les-
sons on good nutrition.

In addition to these specialists,
there are 12 classroom teachers se-
lected for this program.

�These are very creative teachers

PEP SQUAD ROLLS OUT WELCOME MAT... Westfield Public School
teachers met recently to discuss this year�s curriculum and activities for the
Primary Enrichment Program. They include, left to right, seated, Teddi Ritter,
Gayle Brody, Laura Schneider and Mary Ann Sepe; middle row, Karen Salter,
Linda Tupper, Melissa Greenwald, Patti Hughes, Bene Graf and Pat D�Angelo;
back row, Mary Jo Juelis, Elizabeth Boan, Trista Pollard, Debbie McCullam and
PEP Principal Pat Rooney. Not pictured photo is teacher Stacey Stanzel.

who make learning both interesting
and productive,� commented Mr.
Rooney. �They use art, music, poetry
and writing activities to enrich the
language arts skills. They develop
themes and integrate every aspect of
the curriculum. The children make
connections and learning is reinforced.�

�The teachers also send sugges-
tions home to parents to continue to
keep the ball rolling during the rest
of the summer,� he continued.

The teachers in the PEP program
include: Teddi Ritter, Gayle Brody,
Laura Schneider, Mary Ann Sepe,
Linda Tupper, Melissa Greenwald, Patti
Hughes, Bene Graf, Pat D�Angelo,
Mary Jo Juelis, Elizabeth Boan, Trista
Pollard, Stacey Stanzel, and Debbie
McCullam and Karen Salter.

The PEP program also works
closely with the Westfield Memorial
Library during the three weeks of
classes. Children librarian Carol
Wilson and Adrian Basso will visit
each class and encourage reading
among the students.

Franklin parent Dr. James Fleming
will visit the PEP program on Thurs-
day, August 13, when he will hold
assemblies for each grade to display
and discuss rocks and minerals.

Pam Swallow, author of children�s
books, will hold an assembly and
writing workshops on Thursday,
August 6.

At the end of the program, each
student will bring home a collection
of poems written by all the students;
a novel, which they will be encour-
aged to read during the remainder of
the summer; a dictionary presented
by Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley; and a year�s subscrip-
tion to Ranger Rick magazine, do-
nated by the Optimist Club.

Brett Pinkin Awarded
Bachelor�s Degree

From Pomona College
Brett Pinkin, the son of Mr. and Mrs.

James Pinkin of Westfield, recently
graduated from Pomona College in
Claremont, California with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Economics.

He is a 1994 graduate of The Pingry
School in Martinsville.

Head of Mountainside
Schools Hails Progress

By MICHAEL P. BABIK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has been eight months since
Dr. Gerard Schaller took the reins
in Mountainside as Chief School
Administrator. Combining the roles
of kindergarten through eighth
grade Principal and Superintendent
into one position, Dr. Schaller be-
lieves that he has the best of both
worlds.

�It�s very exciting because I�m
working with students and staff,
while also taking care of adminis-
trative duties,� he explained.

Dr. Schaller is not only respon-
sible for supervising the 572 stu-
dents who attend Deerfield Elemen-
tary School, but also for the nearly
200 high school students from
Mountainside who attend Gover-
nor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights.

The borough spends $12,500 to
educate each Mountainside student
in Berkeley Heights.

The cost per student does not
cover busing � an average 25
minute journey � Dr. Schaller said.
The buses, after making morning
runs to Governor Livingston, are
used for kindergarten through
eighth grade students in
Mountainside.

Prior to �de-regionalization� of
the districts in November 1996,
one regional school board was re-
sponsible for four area high schools,
including Jonathan Dayton High
School in Springfield, David
Brearley in Kenilworth, Arthur L.
Johnson in Clark, and Governor
Livingston.

After the schools were localized,
and each municipality became re-
sponsible for its own school, school
boards were able to set their own
budgets.

�We now have more power to
negotiate and set the limits on the
cost of educating each student,�
said Dr. Schaller, calling the new
plan more �cost effective.�

Wearing the hat of Deerfield
School Principal, Dr. Schaller has
proposed several changes to the
school to be implemented over the
next several years.

Improvements include a revamp-
ing of the scheduling system for
grades six through eight and in-
clude longer math and science pe-
riods. The lengthening of the class
from 40 minutes to nearly an hour
is thought to allow for better labo-
ratory instruction and more in-
depth lessons.

Dr. Schaller said he is also in the
process of upgrading the science
classrooms with the addition of
what he called �tri-facial� tables.
The octagon-shaped tables will have
gas and water hook-ups, and will
be joined by three side tables which
can be used for demonstration pur-
poses.

Also in the works is a new indus-
trial arts wood and metal shop
course of study which will enable
students to design projects on com-
puters and then build the project in

the shop.
�We�re doing a lot with technol-

ogy,� he explained, while discuss-
ing a plan to include more com-
puter-based projects at Deerfield.

Every classroom already has one
or more computers, and the library
computer is hooked up to the
Internet. As a long-term goal, Dr.
Schaller hopes to provide Internet
access to all classrooms.

As for enrollment at Deerfield,
Dr. Schaller recently announced the
addition of another section for both
the first and second grades. Space
however, is scarce at Deerfield, and
he said he is carefully monitoring
new enrollment figures.

The school district also owns the
Beachwood School, which is cur-
rently leased to the Morris-Union
Jointure and serves as a school for
special education students. If nec-
essary, the Mountainside school dis-
trict can expand to the Beachwood
facility if enrollment continues to
increase, he explained.

Dr. Schaller is no stranger to
elementary education or school dis-
trict administration. He started his
career as a elementary school
teacher in Connersville, Indiana.
Later, he worked in Ewing Town-
ship and as an administrative assis-
tant for the Mercer County Super-
intendent of Schools.

In 1975, Dr. Schaller joined the
West Windsor-Plainsboro elemen-
tary schools as Assistant Principal.
He rose to Assistant Superinten-
dent in the district before moving
to Mountainside as Chief School
Administrator, last November.

�I find the position exciting, chal-
lenging, and frustrating at times,�
Dr. Schaller admitted, �but I think
the biggest benefit is to work with
the students and the community.�

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE WAY...Dr. Gerald
Schaller, Chief School Administrator
of the Mountainside district, prepares
for the first day of class in his office at
Deerfield School.

Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STANDING ROOM ONLY...Director of the WYACT production of Rodgers
and Hammerstein�s musical Carousel, Cynthia Meryl, looks over a musical score
with Andrew Pratt, Assistant Musical Director of the youth orchestra for the
show. The show was sold out for its entire run, according to Mrs. Meryl, who
founded WYACT, Westfield Young Artists� Cooperative Theatre, Inc.


