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Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader
YOU�RE GONNA GET WET...Hydro-Tek Ltd. recently installed a sprinkler
system for the town along the Broad Street side of Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield. The irrigation system will water plantings and grass 40 feet into the
park. Pictured putting in the new system is Paul Munz, owner of Hydro-Tek Ltd.

William Van Blarcom, Mountainside GOP Chair,
Former Borough Councilman, Remembered

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Borough of Mountainside officials
� past and present � took time out
last week to remember Republican
leader William Van Blarcom, 73,
who died  July 21, at Overlook Hos-

pital in Summit.
Mayor Robert F. Viglianti said the

borough lost a �good friend and great
person� in Mr. Van Blarcom.

According to Carol Van Blarcom
Schagerl, Mr. Van Blarcom�s daugh-
ter, of Ontario, Canada, Mr. Van

Blarcom and his family moved to
Mountainside in 1963 after living in
Maryland and Connecticut.

During his many years in
Mountainside, Mr. Van Blarcom was
very active in his community. He
had been the Treasurer of the
Mountainside Rescue Squad for 24
years, as well as serving on the Bor-
ough Council from 1970 until 1973.

According to Mayor Viglianti,
during his time on council, Mr. Van
Blarcom was �instrumental in help-
ing to build the firehouse in 1972.�
The Mayor noted that, �Bill was the
driving force for the new firehouse,
and because of that he was made an
honorary life fireman.�

When asked about Mr. Van
Blarcom, the Mayor stated, �Bill was
a gentle man who not only cared
about his community, but did some-
thing for it.�

Mayor Viglianti reported that his
�good friend� also held a long-time
position of being the Mountainside
Republican Committee Chairman.

�He did so much for our borough
and never bragged about it. Now that
he is gone it is amazing to reflect on
everything he did,� the Mayor said.

In 1997 Governor Christine Todd
Whitman appointed Mr. Van Blarcom
to the New Jersey Utilization Review
Council as a Public Member.

Also working alongside Mr. Van
Blarcom was long-time friend and
neighbor, Kit Carson, who has served
as the Rescue Squad�s President for
many years. Mr. Carson noted that as
the borough�s Rescue Squad Trea-
surer for 24 years, �Bill was probably
the most respected member of the
squad. All members of the squad
listened to what he had to say. He
helped keep spending down with his
suggestions.�

Mr. Carson stated that his neigh-
bor of 25 years attended over 500
meetings for the rescue squad.

�All of the meetings that Bill at-
tended for the squad were done as a
volunteer,� added Mr. Carson.

Mr. Van Blarcom belonged to the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields, as well as the Westfield Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution and the New Jersey Historical
Society.

Mrs. Schagerl noted that her fa-
ther had �an almost obsessive inter-
est in tracing his family ancestry to
see how far back he could go.�

She stated that this was a passion-
ate pursuit since his retirement in
1991 from the New Jersey Division
of Consumer Affairs, where he
worked as a Chief Administrative
Officer for 25 years. Mrs. Schagerl
stated that her father would call his
newly reported relatives �missing
links.�

She reported that her father was
also passionate about his work as
Assistant Treasurer for Mobile Meals
of Westfield and his role as grandfa-
ther to his five grandchildren.

�My sister, Gail Brossman, has a
daughter and I have three daughters
and one son, all of which were very
special to my father. As their grand-
father he was always very proud and
very encouraging in all of their en-
deavors. He especially enjoyed watch-
ing their sports activities and taking
photographs of them,� said Mrs.
Schagerl.

Mr. Van Blarcom is also survived
by his wife Betty.

A memorial service was held on
July 24 at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield, where Mr. Van Blarcom
was an active member. An obituary
can be found in today�s paper.

Town Purchases Sprinkler
System for Mindowaskin

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Flower gardens in Mindowaskin
Park got relief from the heat wave
last week with a new $10,000 sprin-
kler system along the East Broad
Street side of the park in Westfield.
The water will spray 40 feet into the
lawns.

The park will also get two more
sets of sprinklers this season, accord-
ing to Town Engineer Kenneth B.
Marsh.

The timed watering system is
�something we�ve talked about do-
ing for a long time,� Mr. Marsh said.

President of Friends of
Mindowaskin, Nancy Priest, said the
group lobbied the Town Council in
January for funding to put in sprin-

klers and save the garden shrubs and
annual flowers the Friends donate
every year. The Department of Public
Works (DPW) does the plantings.

Mrs. Priest observed that sprinkler
systems often save thousands of dol-
lars invested in plantings through
regular waterings. Mr. Marsh agreed,
saying �It keeps replacement costs
low.�

The Friends President said the
council also budgeted $50,000 to
study a plan for replacing the so-
called �overlook� on the pond at
Mindowaskin.

�We�ll have to take (the overlook)
apart, totally; there�s nothing left to
save,� according to Mrs. Priest, who
added that the cement platform had

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Taxes Due
The Office of the Westfield

Tax Collector will be open from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. this Monday,
August 3, in addition to regu-
lar office hours of 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Cars Spray-Painted
On Several Streets

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Half a dozen cars on several West-
field streets were sprayed with red
paint last weekend in what authorities
believe are random acts of criminal
mischief. A seventh car was also doused
with paint shortly after the other inci-
dents were reported, police said.

Five of the six vehicles which were

spray painted were parked on streets
within close proximity to one an-
other on the south side of town, De-
tective Sergeant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department re-
vealed Tuesday.

These included three incidents on
Tamaques Way, one at Village Circle
and one on Otisco Drive. A sixth car
was spray painted on Tuttle Parkway
on the north side of town, Sergeant
Parizeau acknowledged.

All of the vehicles were sprayed
sometime between Saturday evening
and Sunday morning, the sergeant
said. In the seventh incident, a
Rahway Avenue resident reported
Monday that unknown persons threw
paint on the exterior of his vehicle.

Sergeant Parizeau stated that there
were no witnesses to any of the inci-
dents. He reported police patrols in
Westfield neighborhoods have been
alerted to the situation.

The sergeant said the cars, one of
which had lettering and a large draw-
ing of a human head spray painted on
it, appeared to be targeted �at ran-
dom.� Authorities do not consider
the incidents to be bias crimes, the
sergeant confirmed.

He said police �don�t have evi-
dence that there is any connection�
between the seven incidents and two
attempted motor vehicle thefts and a
car burglary which also occurred in
Westfield during the early morning
hours on Sunday.

Gretchen Bowman for The Westfield Leader

BIG BAND SOUND...Chuck Clark�s Little Big Band performs on the stage on
Quimby Street last Friday night during the second and final week of the �Sweet
Sounds of Downtown� jazz festival.

Gretchen Bowman  for The Westfield Leader
PLAY THAT BEAT....The Blue Food Trio performs their unique style of music
at the Westfield Train Station as part of the last weekend of the �Sweet Sounds
Downtown� jazz festival.

Gretchen Bowman for The Westfield Leader
WAITING FOR MOM...Lori Siegel, in back, shops outside Baby�s Attic and
Company on Central Avenue during Westfield�s Sidewalk Sale Days as her
children wait for her.

Union County Utilities Authority, Ogden Martin Reach Accord
On 25-Year Lease Agreement for County�s Garbage Incinerator

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Union County�s Resource Recov-
ery Facility, more commonly known
as the trash incinerator in Rahway,
was officially turned over to private
enterprise last week with the comple-
tion of a quarter-century lease ar-

rangement with Ogden Martin Sys-
tems, Inc., the builder of the facility.

Jonathan Williams, General Coun-
sel to the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA), which had pre-
viously operated the incinerator, told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
last Thursday that the final contracts

were signed on July 22.
Ogden assumed operation of the

facility just after midnight the fol-
lowing day.

The utilities authority will send

250,000 tons of waste to the facility
each year through 25-year contracts
signed with the Union County mu-
nicipalities of Elizabeth, Plainfield,
Linden, Hillside, Rahway, Winfield,

Roselle, Roselle Park, Union Town-
ship, Summit, New Providence,
Garwood and Springfield.

These communities all include the
collection of garbage within their

municipal budgets. Kenilworth,
which also offers such a service in its
spending plan, chose not to partici-
pate in the county program.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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State Court Strikes Down Legality of EIC
Trash Tax; Coalition Lobbies for Debt Funds

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A statewide group Coalition to Stop
the Trash Tax cheered a preliminary
decision in Atlantic County Superior
Court on Monday, that virtually
throws out the disputed EIC tax (En-
vironmental Investment Charge) on
garbage in the Union County.

Shock waves from the preliminary
decision may hit home in Union
County, where officials propose an
$18.51-per-ton EIC tax on trash at
the Rahway burner.

A spokesman for the Coalition
claimed that the judgment in the
Galloway Township suit against At-
lantic County Utilities Authority over
the trash tax indicates �that there is
no legal standing for the imposition
of an EIC.�

The EIC tax came about last fall as
the county utilities authorities
struggled to devise plans for paying
off debt on county-owner trash burn-

ers after Federal courts deemed it
illegal to require garbage collectors
to use the local incinerators. The
court action essentially deregulated

the garbage dumping industry.
Estimates put the current debt on

the statewide facilities at $1.6 bil-
lion.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority � which operated the county�s
Rahway trash incinerator until last
week � (see related story above)
hopes to pay off a remaining $80
million debt on the plant, with the
EIC tax on all garbage collected in
the county. An additional $180 mil-
lion will be generated through just
signed lease of the burner to Ogden
Martin Systems of Union Inc., the
builder of the incinerator.

Some local municipal officials
claim the total EIC tax burden per
resident will amount to about $15-a-
year, since the average household
generates less that a ton of trash per
year.

President of the Waste Manage-
ment Association of New Jersey,
Edward M. Cornell, Jr., representing
garbage haulers, said, �We believe
the EIC to be unenforceable.� The
Union County Utilities Authority has
said it will set up �weigh stations� to
track and tax haulers taking trash out
of the county to dump elsewhere.

�We believe that with the EIC it�s
the public who suffers,� Mr. Cornell
said, indicating garbage collectors
will add the tax to what residents pay
for garbage collection. �It�s a �pass
through,�� charge, he said.

The so-called �tipping fee,� which

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHIMNEY SWEEP...Wrecking crews demolish half of the building at 530 South
Avenue, including the tumbling chimney pictured here, yesterday morning.
Officials said a parking lot is proposed for the site and a collection of antique
dealers will replace the former tenant, Andrea�s Furniture, in the remaining
part of the building,. The Town Council okayed the work.

IT SAVED MY LIFE...Westfield resident Charles Vickers helped celebrate the
10th anniversary of NorthStar (Northern Shock Trauma Air Rescue) � the
medical helicopter program serving north and central New Jersey. Charles, who
had been flown by NorthStar in May, 1995, after being hit by a car, is pictured
in front of the specially equipped Sikorsky helicopter at the anniversary picnic
in Liberty State Park. NorthStar is based at the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey in Newark, the Level I trauma center for northern New
Jersey.



Page 10 Thursday, July 30, 1998 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lost many of its decorative elements
over the years and called it a �patch
job.�

�We want to put in what was origi-
nally there in the 1920s � balus-
trades, for example. We want to use
stone � granite � that will last
forever,� Mrs. Priest said.

Estimates put the cost of the resto-
ration at well over $100,000.

The Friends have a dozen board
members and over 500 donors who
have raised $250,000 in the past six
years, Mrs. Priest said.

The Town Council will be taking
bids for the two remaining blocks of
sprinklers, at approximately $10,000
each. Phase two sprinklers will water
the center section of the park, near
the gazebo.

The third set of watering devices

will wet down plantings in the traffic
island at the Mountain Avenue end
of the park.

According to Mr. Marsh, new in-
stallation methods of irrigation sys-
tems minimize digging up the ground.
Reportedly, pipes are pushed through
the soil and water lines pulled through
to various sprinkler heads.

In the past, DPW employees evi-
dently watered the gardens from a
fire hydrant on East Broad Street.
Mrs. Priest claimed, �We don�t get
any water for our plants.�

Mr. Marsh indicated that the sprin-
klers will save �manpower� hours of
DPW staff and equipment used in
watering at the parks.

The sprinkler system will auto-
matically turn on at least once a day
and be turned off during cold weather.

Town Purchases Sprinkler
System for Mindowaskin

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Residents in the other seven commu-
nities � Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford,
Berkeley Heights and Clark � all pay
private haulers directly. These towns
chose not to bid for municipal contracts
to direct the flow of trash to the county
incinerator and, thus, not join the UCUA
agreement.

One of the major concerns of officials
was the deficiency agreement in the
lease deal. Originally, the county would
have had to make up any difference in
cash if tonnage to the incinerator from
the 13 towns fell below 250,000 tons.

Mr. Williams asserted that an ar-
rangement was reached between the
authority and Ogden Martin whereby
the latter will make up the difference by
selling this capacity to other towns.

Another major aspect of the deal,
expected to be announced within a few
weeks, is the settlement of a lawsuit
with Bergen County. The settlement in
that case will enable Bergen to offi-
cially pull out of its contract with the
utilities authority.

Before the settlement, Bergen County
was apparently sending its garbage to
West Virginia for one-half the cost of
using the Union County burner, accord-
ing to Edward M. Cornell, Jr., Presi-
dent of the Waste Management Asso-
ciation of New Jersey.

While the Bergen County Utilities
Authority had a contract with the
UCUA, the end of flow restrictions in
the state essentially freed up Bergen
haulers to dump their trash at a facility
or landfill of their choice, since neither
the haulers or Bergen towns had any
agreements with the UCUA.

Mr. Williams noted that the settle-
ment with Bergen will reduce the por-
tion of the debt to be paid � some $80
million � by nearly half, via the Envi-
ronmental Investment Charge (EIC).
Also reducing this cost will be any leg-
islated state aid which is still pending.

Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla emphasized that, �anyone who
hires a private hauler should not see an
increase (in disposal fees).� In fact, he
noted, a decrease should be delivered to
residents �over the next month.�

However, Mr. Cornell insisted that
any EIC taxes will be passed on to
residents by garbage collectors.

In comparing the new disposal fee at
the incinerator of $50 per ton with the
previous $83.05 figure, Mr. Lapolla
stated that, �the cost of disposing (of)
garbage in Union County in 1998 is
$10 million less than it was in 1997,
and there will be similar savings in the
years to come.�

Mr. Williams said the disposal fees
at the county burner through the mu-
nicipal contracts with the utilities au-
thority will be �stable� over the length
of the lease.

Union County Freeholder Vice Chair-
man Nicholas P. Scutari referred to the
lease agreement as a �landmark ac-

complishment.� He called it a �true
public and private venture� between
the county and the 13 towns which
signed to the long-term agreement with
the UCUA.

�This is no small accomplishment,�
he said, adding that the Freeholder board
�took the bull by the horns� to complete
the deal and provide a stable garbage
disposal system in the county.

Freeholder Donald Goncalves said
that many people, including some
former board members, were accusing
the Democratic majority of being
�chicken little� in their eagerness to
lease the incinerator to solve a looming
waste crisis in the county in terms of the
outstanding debt on the incinerator.

William G. Kravec, Chairman of the
Union County Solid Waste Advisory
Council, while not disproving of the
lease arrangement, expressed some con-
cerns about the EIC fee.

�The Union County Freeholders and
the Union County Utilities Authority
have moved swiftly in choosing an op-
tion that will eliminate the tremendous
debt incurred by the building of the
resource recovery facility,� he said.

�I am, however, concerned that the
option that they chose may conflict with
current legislation that is before the
Assembly, the (state) Senate, and the
program that the Governor is proposing
(for funding incinerators) in the state,�
Mr. Kravec added.

Even if the county imposes an EIC,
Mr. Kravec said that if it is deemed
unconstitutional in the courts, �this will
still leave Union County with a portion
of the debt which could really only be
paid off by increasing property taxes.�

He said this could be done by �trans-
ferring the responsibility of the tax to
the municipalities and may cause the
seven municipalities that have private
collection to go into the garbage busi-
ness.�

The county began talks with Ogden
Martin last year to develop a solution to
the problem of keeping the incinerator
financially viable in the age of deregu-
lation.

Mr. Williams asserted that the lease
will ensure the incinerator will now be
operated �in the black.� Reportedly, the
utilities authority was �in the red� by
some $60,000 to $100,000 since the
dumping fee at the facility was dropped
to $50 per ton in November.

The waste tonnage at the incinerator
also dropped by one-half to two-thirds
in November, at the end of waste flow
control in the state. Haulers at that
point, many of whom were believed to
be from Bergen County, began dump-
ing at less expensive facilities or out-of-
county landfills.

In order to keep the capacity at or
near 100 percent, the UCUA dropped a
disposal dumping fee of $50 per ton
and will likely enter the �spot market.�
The latter is for haulers looking for a
temporary facility to dump.

Accord Reached on Lease
Agreement for Incinerator

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

Recent Home Sales

TUESDAY, JULY 21
• An automobile dealership on North

Avenue reported the theft of two tires
and two rims from the establishment,
according to police.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
• A Fairacres Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of a bicycle valued at
approximately $170 from the rear of his
residence.

THURSDAY, JULY 23
• A Winyah Avenue resident reported

the theft of $2,000 in cash and an unde-
termined amount of jewelry from her
residence.

• A black cellular telephone valued
at $89 was reported stolen from a 1993
Audi which was parked in the lot of an
Elm Street supermarket.

FRIDAY, JULY 24
• A bicycle and hand tools were re-

ported stolen from a Pierson Street ga-
rage. The approximate value of the items
is $330, police said.

SATURDAY, JULY 25
• A North Euclid Avenue resident

reported the theft of a front license plate
from his 1980 Chevrolet pickup. The
plate number is XY46NJ. Police said the
victim turned in the remaining license
plate to the Division of Motor Vehicles.

SUNDAY, JULY 26
• An Edgewood Avenue resident re-

ported that someone entered his 1992
Acura while it was parked in his drive-
way and attempted to steal the vehicle.

• A resident of North Euclid Avenue told
authorities that someone entered his 1998
Jeep while it was parked in front of his
residence in an attempt to steal the vehicle.

The ignition switch was broken and
the Jeep was left running as a result of the
attempted theft, authorities said.

• A Harrison Avenue resident reported
that his 1992 Acura was burglarized while
it was parked in front of his house. A
radio and compact disk player were taken,
and the door and ignition on the vehicle
were damaged in an attempt to steal the
car, police said.

MONDAY, JULY 27
• A resident of Saint Marks Avenue

reported that unknown individuals un-
successfully attempted to steal her auto-
mobile by prying open the ignition and
starting the vehicle.

• Police confirmed that someone
threw a brick with a threatening note
attached to it through the exterior win-
dow of a Cardinal Drive office. There are
presently no suspects in the case, au-
thorities said.

• A West Broad Street resident re-
ported the theft of a stereo amplifier,
valued at approximately $180, from a
first floor room in her home.

• A man living on North Avenue, West,
told authorities he was assaulted by a
resident of North Scotch Plains Avenue
during an altercation at the victim�s home.
Police advised the victim of the proce-
dure for filing a complaint.

• The manager of an Elm Street food
store reported that a counterfeit $100 bill
was confiscated.

• A resident of East Dudley Avenue
reported that his bicycle, which had been
locked at a rack, was stolen from the
north side train station. The bicycle was
valued at $340.

MONDAY, JULY 20
• Three hundred block of South Av-

enue, East � system malfunction.
• Eight hundred block of Knollwood

Terrace � system malfunction.
• One hundred block of Normandy

Drive � system malfunction.
• Seven hundred block of Castleman

Drive � gas grill fire.
• Eight hundred block of Cedar Ter-

race � odor investigation.
TUESDAY, JULY 21

• Two hundred block of North Av-
enue, East � alarm activation.

• Six hundred block of Stirling Place
� lock out.

• Four hundred block of East Broad
Street � alarm activation.

• One hundred block of Sycamore
Street � service call.

• Seven hundred block of Central
Avenue � wire down.

• One hundred block of Manitou
Circle � good intent call.

• Four hundred block of Roanoke
Road � unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Elm Street �
good intent call.

• One hundred block of Lincoln Road
� alarm activation.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

� unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Kimball Circle

� lock out.
THURSDAY, JULY 23

• Two hundred block of Myrtle Av-
enue � water leak.

• Seven hundred block of Hanford
Place � lock out.

• Nine hundred block of South Av-
enue, West � smoke removal.

• Six hundred block of North Avenue,
West � unintentional alarm.

• Nine hundred block of Pennsylva-
nia Avenue � lock out.

• Lamberts Mill Road and Austin
Street � wire down.

• Lamberts Mill Road and Austin
Street � wire down.

FRIDAY, JULY 24
• Two hundred block of Clark Street

� system malfunction.
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road � system malfunction.
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road � system malfunction.
• Six hundred block of Willow Grove

Road � structure fire.
• Four hundred block of East Broad

Street � system malfunction.
SATURDAY, JULY 25

• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts
Mill Road � system malfunction.

• Three hundred block of First Street
� system malfunction.

SUNDAY, JULY 26
• Six hundred block of North Avenue,

West � false call.
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street � system malfunction.
• Eight hundred block of Ramapo Way

� system malfunction.
• Seven hundred block of Glen Av-

enue � carbon monoxide detector activa-
tion.

Courtesy of the Westfield Fire Department

UNDER CONTROL...Westfield firemen are pictured on the roof of 656 Willow
Grove Road after responding to a fire which broke out just after 2 p.m. last
Friday. The fire, according to officials, started in the attic area as the result of
roofing operations. The blaze was brought under control within a half hour.
There were no injuries. Fifteen firefighters responded to the scene, along with
four trucks.

WESTFIELD
I. Shinkai to Messercola Bros. Build-

ing Co., Inc., 1081 Prospect Street,
$220,000.

J. and T. Taylor to Adam R. and
Maribeth D. Shell, 807 Embree Cres-
cent, $270,000.

E. Harrington, C. Udvarnoky and C.
Udvarnoky to Kevin and Maureen
Cunningham, 428 Mountain Avenue,
$210,000.

J. and M. Moncrief to Scott J. and
Megan Decker, 731 Mountain Avenue,
$315,000.

F. and L. Chomowicz to Kevin and
Sherri L. Charter, 641 Maple Street,
$285,000.

J. and M. Hesner to Gerald T. and
Marian R. McCarthy, 839 Wallberg Av-
enue, $220,000.

F. Natelson to Robert A. Whitman and
Valerie J. Geissler-Whitman, 114 Golf
Edge, $399,000.

R. and N. Fry to James and Mary C.
Tonges, 610 East Broad Street, $426,000.

D. and J. Cdebaca to David B. and
Rhonda J. Hatcher, 617 St. Marks Av-
enue, $470,000.

C.K. Murphy to The Myrtle Ann
Birchall Trust, 260 Prospect Street,
$290,000.

M. and E. Eisen to Lynn M. Dessert,
786 Warren Street, $287,000.

T. Couch to Charles Genco and Marsha
Rosoff, 423 Edgar Road, $299,900.

K. Kernan to Susan Duelfer, 515 Trin-

ity Place, $130,000.
D. and P. Bonardi to John N. Craven

and Deborah J. Warner, 26 Cornwall
Drive, $395,000.

D. Readlinger, III and M. Marmion to
Patrick Cerria and Laura Cogan Cerria,
670 Summit Avenue, $225,000.

K. and S. Carter to Thomas M. Sanford
and Alexandra F. Richards, 46 Doris
Parkway, $245,000.

A. Buontempo to Matthew P. Murphy,
118 Clifton Street, $206,000.

M. and S. Law to Al and Maribel
Amjady, 260 Eton Place, $233,000.

V. DeCristoforo to Anthony and Yeo
Duca, 26 Gallowae, $232,500.

E.C. Haden Trust to Raymond and
Maria Kostyack, 438 Poe Avenue,
$340,000.

M.S. and F.E. Boone to Larry Ho and
Sheiai Yong, 617 Norwood Drive,
$299,900.

L.B. and L.A. Weiner to Marc and
Lauren Vernick, 704 Tamaques Way,
$216,000.

B. Catanzaro to Gregory and Kristin
Miedrzynski, 36 Bell Drive, $232,000.

T.E. and L.J. Abrams to Lowell B. and
Leslie A. Weiner, 1 Burgess Court,
$425,000.

P.J. Schiessl, Jr. to Mario C. and Ana
Deborah Ofsievich, 129 Wyoming Street,
$170,000.

F.P. and C.M. Pierce to Kevin and
Ruth Price, 212 Wyoming Street,
$206,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

is what garbage collectors from Union
County pay to dump trash at the
plant, is about $50-per-ton at the
Union County incinerator. Report-
edly, the $50 includes the EIC charge
for in-county garbage. It is unclear
whether dumping fees for out-of-
county garbage would then be re-
duced to $31.49.

The national average rate for
dumping trash is $34.73, according
to Mr. Cornell.

Utilities authorities borrowed mil-
lions after the state mandated that
counties handle their own garbage
disposal in the late 1980s as landfills
threatened to close. Only a handful
of the 21 counties built incinerators
while several other counties created
landfills. Other counties agreed to
dump garbage in those counties that
created facilities.

The Coalition opposing the trash
tax includes The New Jersey State
Chamber of Commerce, New Jer-
sey State League of Municipalities,
National Solid Wastes Management
Association, the New Jersey Busi-
ness and Industry Association, the
New Jersey Waste Management As-
sociation, among others. Mr.
Cornell pointed out that the coali-
tion is �not just garbage collectors
anymore.�

Mr. Cornell said the haulers asso-
ciation along with the Coalition is
lobbying the Governor�s mansion to
bail out about one-half of the stranded
debt and deep-six the notion of an
EIC tax.

Fanwood Republican Councilman
Joel Whitaker has called the EIC
�nonsense.� He claims that proposed
State Senate legislation would spread
the bill for the burner debt evenly
around the state.

�If the state passed the bill, we
wouldn�t need the EIC,� according
to Mr. Whitaker.

Another solution, according to
haulers, would be to auction off the
struggling incinerators and collect

about one-half of the $1.6 billion
debt. Then, with the state picking up
one-half of the remaining debt, only
one-quarter of the original debt would
remain.

After that, haulers propose finish-
ing off the debt with a 3 to 6 percent
dedicated tax, based on gross rev-
enue in the industry.

Mr. Cornell insisted the debt �has
to be based on a statewide solution.�
He claimed that, for example, Union
County dumping fees could be cut in
half under the scheme and competi-
tive with out-of-state facilities.

�Why would a hauler not want to
go to the Union County incinerator?�
Mr. Cornell admitted, if the price
was right.

However, some local officials have
noted that a rise this year in waste
recycling costs after 10 years of gov-
ernment subsidies in the industry,
may have discouraged recycling and
increased dumping overall.

State Court Strikes Down
Legality of EIC Trash Tax

Linnea Rhodes Attends
Child Care Conference

Linnea Rhodes, Executive Direc-
tor of the Westfield Day Care Center,
recently attended a national confer-
ence on ways to improve the skills of
the professionals who deal with child
care.

The four-day event in New Or-
leans, entitled �How Successful Di-
rectors Manage,� was sponsored by
the National Association of Child
Care Professionals. Hundreds of del-
egates from the United States and
Canada were present.

Ms. Rhodes attended workshops
and seminars designed to increase
management skills and to provide a
better environment for children en-
rolled in day care centers.

Fifteen presenters conducted more
than 35 workshops on topics ranging
from personnel management to tech-
nological advances in the industry.

IT SAVED MY LIFE...Westfield resident Charles Vickers helped celebrate the
10th anniversary of NorthStar (Northern Shock Trauma Air Rescue) � the
medical helicopter program serving north and central New Jersey. Charles, who
had been flown by NorthStar in May, 1995, after being hit by a car, is pictured
in front of the specially equipped Sikorsky helicopter at the anniversary picnic
in Liberty State Park. NorthStar is based at the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey in Newark, the Level I trauma center for northern New
Jersey.

NJWA Expands Workshop�s
Pre-Kindergarten Offerings
Scholastic Assessment Tests (SAT),

Achievement Tests, and laptops in the
classroom which are said to place pres-
sures on today�s students are increasing
geometrically.

With this in mind, The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts in Westfield this
year has added Pre-Kindergarten and
Kindergarten programs to emphasize
nurturing children�s language develop-
ment and school readiness skills.

EXPLAINING THE FUNDAMENTALS...New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
faculty member Janet Lyman explains the fundamentals of violin playing to
preschoolers at the Westfield Summer workshop.

According to the NJWA philosophy,
this is primarily accomplished through a
variety of first hand experiences in the
arts, including drama, music, arts and
crafts, reading, dance and movement.

These programs will be conducted in
the five- week summer camp of NJWA�s
Westfield Summer Workshop.

For more information on these pro-
grams, please contact the NJWA at (908)
789-9696.

JAPANESE STORYTELLING...Kindergarten students in Theodora Ritter�s
class at Tamaques School were visited recently by Midori Nagai, who introduced
the technique of Japanese storytelling to the children. Referred to as �Kami
Shibai,� the process involves displaying one page at a time, with only the
illustrations visible to the children. The students are then encouraged to create
their own story. The word �Kami� means paper and �Shibai� translates to role
play. The actual story is eventually read from copy printed on the back of each
picture. Mrs. Nagai is shown teaching Julia Carlino to sign her name in
Japanese. Also learning the new skill are Emily Budnick, and, left to right, Kevin
Monroe, Jr. and Jonathan Brucia. A Westfield parent, Mrs. Nagai has a first
grader attending McKinley School.

A friend is a person who has the same enemies you have.
� Stephen Leacock

The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the grandest intention.
� Anonymous


