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DRESS REHEARSAL…Brownies from Troop No. 640 at McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains pose in rain gear before a dress rehearsal for their
performance of “Singing in the Rain” in the second annual “Baby Bundles”
concert, to be held tomorrow, Friday, March 6, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
McGinn’s Multi-purpose Room. A dozen McGinn troops will perform “Songs
from Stage and Screen” for their families and friends. The price of admission
is one baby item per family. Items will be assembled into “Baby Bundles” and
distributed to local charities. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Michele
Silverstein, Francesca Lumetta, Annie Smith and Kathryn Albanese-Demair;
middle row, Rheana Rien, Jayne Dzuback and Erica Nadal, and back row,
Emily Meehan, Briana Caracter, Molly Meehan and Daneen Easley.

Local DECA Students Excel
At Recent State Competition
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School DECA chapter, an association
of marketing students, continued its
winning tradition in statewide compe-
titions by winning 59 awards, includ-
ing 44 trophies, at a recent competition
at the Cherry Hill Hilton.

Fifty-seven Scotch Plains-Fanwood
students were among 1,200 partici-
pants from over 60 schools throughout
New Jersey who competed at the event,
which featured areas the students learn
in their related marketing class or their
on-the job training.

The competitions are career-oriented
and consist of competency based test-
ing in marketing areas or on market
research projects completed by stu-
dents.

Senior Brian Spitser, a four-year
DECA student who expects to attend
Boston College, was awarded a $1,500
state scholarship, while seniors Marc
Jacobs and Adam Baumwoll were
awarded scholarships of $1,000 and
$750, respectively.

In the competitions, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s Quiz Bowl team led the
way and remained undefeated for the
second consecutive year, with the same
team of Adam Baumwoll, senior Jef-
frey Gillie, Marc Jacobs and Brian
Spitser taking first place honors.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood chapter
won first place in all four chapter events.
Seniors Jeffrey Feighner and Chris
DiFabio won in the Civic Conscious-
ness event, which consisted of a mar-
keting analysis of several of the group’s
activities including their Thanksgiving
Day Dinner for the homeless, monthly
parties at Ashbrook Nursing Home and
their work for the needy.

Seniors Jordan Eannucci and
Rianna Liss teamed up to win the
Public Relations Project, which de-
tailed the organization of activities for
the families of the Interfaith Council.

The Eannucci and Liss team also
won first place in their Retail Market
Research Project done on Gap Kids
where they are both employed, with
senior Marcella DeRubeis winning
second place.

Seniors Kamran Ahmed and Lauren
McCourt and juniors Paul Valenzano
and David Budd won first place in the
Free Enterprise Promotion project,
while Paul and David also won first
place in the International Marketing
event, with senior Lindsay Freeman in
second place.

Brian Spitser and Jeffrey Gillie took
first place honors in the Creative Mar-
keting event, which consisted of fol-
low-up research on the improvement
and promotion of the Scotch Plains
business district.

Senior Adam Koster took first place
honors in the Food Market Research
event, while seniors Becky Goski and
Chris Hughes finished first and second
in the General Marketing Research
category.

Senior Kate Vanderheyden took first
place in the Entrepreneurship event,
with senior David Gewirtz coming in
third and juniors Matt Messina and
Michael Dariani taking honorable
mentions.

The team of seniors Elizabeth Romeo
and Dennis Banic won first place in the
Hospitality and Recreation Marketing
Research event, with Lauren McCourt
placing third and senior Nicole Troiano
receiving honorable mention.

Rianna Liss also won first place in the
Apparel and Accessories competency
based event, with Jeffrey Gillie and
David Budd both finishing a close sec-
ond. Other second place winners eli-
gible to compete nationally included
junior Matthew Pisane in Food Market-
ing and senior Renee DeRubeis in Fash-
ion Merchandising Promotion Plan.

Third place winners included the
team of seniors Suzanne Lamastra and
Adam BaumwolI in the Learn and Earn
event; senior Ted Sweeney with Adam
Baumwoll and David Gewirtz in Ad-
vertising Planning, Marc Jacobs in
Services Marketing, and Lauren
McCourt in Full Serve Restaurant
Marketing.

Other winners for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood were senior Melissa Verducci
in Chapter Activities Project; junior
Pete Kobliska in Business and Finance
Research; junior Tammy Rose, Mar-
keting Management; senior Chris
DeSantis, Retail Management; senior
Unju Son and junior Andrea Liss in
Fashion Merchandising Promotion,
and freshman Tim Gander in Quick
Serve Restaurant Management.

Cancer Survivor Plans
Talk on Art and Healing

Anne Wennhold, speaker and
workshop leader, will explore this
topic with slides at the Fanwood
Woman’s Club meeting on Wednes-
day, March 11, at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church.

Anne is an artist and former teacher
whose experience with cancer took
place seven years ago. Following re-
covery she drew her feelings on a roll
of paper 150 feet long. Many re-
quests to view this mural and hear
about the process led to talks about
art and healing and drawing/paint-
ing workshops. Her art work has
appeared in shows throughout the
Northeast and her photographs and
articles are published in a number of
newspapers and magazines.

She is a national consultant for
Prentice-Hall Publishing Company
giving workshops and seminars to

educational groups throughout the
country. She is also an art therapy
consultant and keynote speaker listed
with the National Career Survivors
Speaker Bureau.

The public is invited to attend
this inspiring program at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church lo-
cated on Martine Avenue at ap-
proximately 2 p.m.

Susan Pepper Chosen to Head
County’s Access 2000 Program
A education advocate and commu-

nity leader from Westfield will direct
Union County’s initiative of ensuring
that every public school classroom in
the county is equipped with a com-
puter and state-of-the-art software by
the end of the year 2000.

Susan H.  Pepper, a former Presi-
dent of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, has been named Director of Ac-
cess 2000.

The three-year, $3 million partner-
ship between the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the county’s
public school districts provides match-
ing resources to purchase computers
with cutting-edge programs and
Internet access, while also training
teachers. It is modeled after an initia-
tive in Camden County.

“Workplace readiness is an impor-
tant component of our county’s eco-
nomic development plan,” said Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan,
explaining that Access 2000 will part-
ner with local school districts to provide
71,000 public school students with the
necessary technological tools to meet
the challenges of the next century.

“Susan Pepper brings valuable ex-
perience in and out of the classroom
that are crucial to the success of Ac-
cess 2000 and our students,” he said.
“She is the perfect addition.”

“She has long been at the forefront
in education, and knows school boards
and superintendents. She is knowl-
edgeable about what our children need
to compete in the emerging global
marketplace,” added County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla.

Mrs. Pepper will work to implement
Access 2000 with a committee of su-
perintendents from Union County
school districts, as well as with Union
County Schools Superintendent Dr.
Frances Lobman.

Mrs. Pepper said she eagerly takes
on Access 2000’s “challenging oppor-
tunities.”

“I am very excited to build a partner-
ship with our schools to accelerate our
students’ access to the technological
tools that can broaden their educa-
tional experiences,” she said.

With more than 20 years’ experi-
ence in education and community lead-
ership, Mrs. Pepper has worked as an
elementary school teacher and as a
consultant to Exxon Chemicals in in-
ternational employee assistance.

A founding trustee and member of
the boards of Education Fund of West-
field and the Garden State Coalition of
Schools, Mrs. Pepper served for 10
years on the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, and was its President from 1987
to 1995.

She serves on the board of the United
Fund of Westfield and chaired its 1996
campaign.

“I see great potential in working
together within the county to advance
our technology, goals and plans.

“Hopefully, through joint purchas-
ing, interdistrict collaboration and shar-
ing, we can be even more efficient. I
am also very optimistic about bringing
in other members of our county com-
monly to join this partnership for the
future of our children,” Mrs. Pepper
said.

Jefferson’s Monticello
Topic for Garden Club
The Garden Club of Westfield will

hold its regular monthly meeting on
Tuesday, March 10, at 1 p.m. at The
Woman’s Club of Westfield.

Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello will
the topic discussed by John
Fitzpatrick, founding Director of the
Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic
Plants, an heirloom plant preserva-
tion program started at Monticello in
1986.

Mr. Fitzpatrick served as Projects
Manager for the Garden Conserva-
tory, a national garden preservation
organization based in Cold Spring,
New York from 1993 to 1997. He is
a horticulture graduate from the Uni-
versity of Maryland and has recently
started graduate work with a focus on
the history of horticulture in the
United States.

Hostess Chairwoman for the meet-
ing is Joan Hogan assisted by Ottilie
Griesemer, Dot Archer, Avis Skin-
ner and Jennie Williams. Westfield
Memorial Library flowers are being
arranged this month by Rita
Mahoney, Nita McHugh, Carolyn
Fleder, Alice Salvato and Jane Curtis.

Union County Chapter
Of Vietnam Veterans

To Hold Dinner Dance
The Union County Chapter No.

688 of the Vietnam Veterans of
America (VVA) will hold its annual
Spring Dinner Dance on Saturday,
March 28, from 7 p.m. to midnight at
the Veterans of Foreign War (VFW)
Post No. 7363 in Clark.

Tickets are priced at $20 person
which includes a buffet dinner, bev-
erages, a disc jockey and door prizes.
Proceeds will benefit the chapter’s
hospital fund and scholarship pro-
gram. For tickets, please call (908)
245-5074, or (973) 467-9185 or (908)
322-7397.

The Vietnam Veterans of America
is a veterans service organization of
former members of the Armed Forces
of the United States who served dur-
ing the Vietnam War Era — January,
1959 through May, 1975.

VVA Union County Chapter No.
688 meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month at American
Legion Post No. 3 on North Avenue
in Westfield. All Vietnam-era veter-
ans are invited to attend the meet-
ings.

For membership information,
please contact Membership Chair-
man Bob Clark at (732) 499-9796.

SP-F High School ’27 Alumni
To Speak Before Alumni Group

The regular scheduled meeting of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Alumni
Association will be held on Tuesday,
March 17, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in Room
No. 101.

For the program that evening, Laura
Novello Negele and Esther Iarussi will
come and share their memories of old
school days. They were members of the
first class to enter the new Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, now Park
Middle School, in 1927.

Mrs. Negele left high school early
and attended Drake Business College
at night, and studied design and dress-
making in New York. Ms. Iarussi gradu-
ated from the high school as Salutato-

The Old Guard of Westfield, a social club for retired and semi-retired men
from Westfield, Cranford, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Clark and other nearby
communities, has announced its March program schedule.

Meetings are held every Thursday at the Westfield “Y” from 9:30 a.m. until
noon. Refreshments are served from 9:30 to 10 with the formal meeting taking
place from 10 to 11 a.m. The program presentation begins after the meeting and
concludes at noon.

The March schedule for the Old Guard is as follows:
• March 5 — 1997 Tax Update (IRS Outreach) presented by William Larkin.
• March 12 — “Type ‘A’ and ‘B’ Personalities” presented by Judith

Goldman of Overlook Hospital in Summit.
• March 19 — “A New Approach to the Tort Problem” by Dewey Rainville.
• March 26 – “Lyme Disease” with Ed Petz of the Union County Rutgers

Extension Service.
For additional information, please contact Don Finter at (908) 233-1407.

rian in 1932. Both have been friends for
life and are also cousins.

Over the years, they have mounted
numerous fund-raising campaigns for
St. Bernard’s and St. Bartholomew’s
churches. Ms. Iarussi ran United Ser-
vice Organization (USO) dances dur-
ing World War II, and Mrs. Negele
worked at the Red Cross.

Now, at ages 83 and 82, respectively,
both women are co-chairwomen of the
township’s Senior Citizens’ Advisory
Board.

All area residents are welcome to
attend. Refreshments will be served.
For more information, please call Marie
Leppert at (908) 233-3829 or Kristi
Hawkins at (908) 232-6845.

Old Guard of Westfield Tells March Programs

Borough Students Make
University of Hartford
Dean’s List for Fall ’97
Fanwood residents Jaclyn Connelly

and Diane Kapner, were recently
named to the Dean’s List at the Uni-
versity of Hartford for the fall semes-
ter of the 1997-1998 academic year.

They are both students at the Col-
lege of Education, Nursing and Health
Professions at the university, located
in West Hartford, Connecticut.

Scotch Plains to Offer
Hypertension Clinic
March 9 at Library

The Township of Scotch Plains
will hold the monthly hypertension,
also known as high blood pressure,
screening clinic on Monday, 9.

The clinic will be held in the Scotch
Plains Public Library Community
Room from 10 a.m. to noon, and is
free of charge.

The intent of the clinic is to iden-
tify new cases of high blood pressure,
a township Health Department
spokesman said.

Those persons who are over 30 and
smoke or are overweight or have a
family history of heart disease or
diabetes and have not had their blood
pressure checked recently are urged
to attend.


