
OUR 108th YEAR � ISSUE NO. 10-98 FIFTY CENTS232-4407

The Westfield Leader
� Serving the Town Since 1890 �

Thursday, March 5, 1998USPS 680020
Periodical � Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.

Published
Every Thursday

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4 p.m.
on the Friday prior to publication.
The Leader�s e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street or
through our mail slot. To ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone number
where the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

EXISTING HOUSE MUST REMAIN INTACT FOR FIVE YEARS

Town Planning Bd. Grants
Controversial Subdivision

Of Woman�s Club Property
By RUSSELL R. WATKINS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a 6-1 decision Monday night, the
Planning Board approved a proposal
Monday night by the Woman�s Club
of Westfield to subdivide its South
Euclid Avenue property into three
separate lots.

While neighbors objected to the
subdivision, the board and the
Women�s Club compromised by ap-
proving several conditions for the
granting of the subdivision.

One of those conditions states that
the existing home must remain a single-
family residence for at least five years,
the theory being, according to the
board, that this would prevent a de-

veloper from bulldozing the house.
Also, any new homes built on the

property would have to be �architec-
turally harmonious� with the sur-
rounding homes in the neighborhood.
The front-yard setback also was in-
creased from 35 to 40 feet for the lot
which fronts on South Euclid Av-
enue. The other lots front on Tremont
Avenue.

The subdivision now paves the way
for the organization to sell the prop-
erty through sealed bids to the high-
est bidder. Bidders have the option of
bidding on the house and the lot it sits
on, the house and any one of the two
vacant lots created through the sub-
division, the house and both vacant
lots, and either or both of the vacant
lots.

Speaking to the more than 65 area
residents, who had turned out to voice
their objections to the proposal, Plan-
ning Board Chairman Martin Robbins
reminded them that, �anything can
happen. Many chapters could still be
written as a result of this decision.�

Robert Krause, a land use attorney
representing the Woman�s Club, ex-
plained to the board that although its
members were �heartbroken� over the
decision to sell the property, they had
decided it was no longer cost-effec-
tive to own and manage the property.

Mr. Krause explained that the
Woman�s Club, like many civic orga-
nizations, suffers from declining mem-
bership. Once boasting a roster of

600, today the Woman�s Club has
barely 100 members, most of whom are
retired.

Mr. Krause told the board that the
Woman�s Club sought the subdivi-
sion in order to maintain some control
over its announced private sale of the
property. If sold as the property cur-
rently exists, the club would have no
control over the sale.

The attorney told the board that the
club intended to sell the house as a
single family residence to a new owner,
who would upgrade and preserve it.
The house is situated in an RS-12 zone
which prevents its use as professional
office space.

Mr. Krause also assured the board
that, �any money from the sale of this
property will find its way back to the
community,� possibly through the
club�s continuing education fund
which, since 1949, has awarded schol-
arships to graduating Westfield High
School seniors.

Under the subdivision plan, the
existing garage and all pavement
would be removed. According to
Michael J. Tobia, a New Jersey li-
censed professional planner who tes-
tified before the board on behalf of the
Woman�s Club, this would result in
more green space on the site than
currently exists.

According to Mr. Tobia there is no
planned alteration of the Woman�s
Club building, nor should anything

Resident Faces Charges
Involving Distribution
Of Child Pornography

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A 21-year-old Westfield man was
arrested at his home last week on
charges that he used his Internet web
site and the mail to distribute child
pornography, authorities said.

Detectives from the New Jersey
State Police high-technology crimes
unit, along with Westfield officers and
United States postal authorities, con-
ducted a raid on Angelo Gadia�s resi-
dence shortly before 9 a.m. last Thurs-
day.

Lieutenant Daniel Cosgrove of the
State Police said that Gadia, who is
single and unemployed, lives in an
apartment complex in the 300 block of
First Street, next to Holy Trinity El-
ementary School.

The police spokesman said Gadia�s
arrest marked the culmination of a
two-week-long investigation, which
was launched after a resident of the
Monmouth County area came across
the suspect�s web site on the Internet
and tipped authorities.

The lieutenant said the individual
who alerted police had viewed �what
appeared to be children displayed in
a sexual manner� on the web site.

He said that Gadia became con-
nected to the Internet through
Webspan Communications, a service
provider in Howell, and that he pub-
lished his address for potential cus-
tomers.

Authorities, who arrested Gadia
while executing a warrant out of
Monmouth County, also confiscated
a computer and an array of materials
from the suspect�s residence, the lieu-
tenant said.

Law enforcement officials seized
six CD-ROMs containing child por-
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Town Developer Gives His Side
On Grandview Housing Plan

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Understanding the confusion and
controversy that has arisen over a
plan to develop an area of land he
owns in and around Grandview Av-
enue, developer David L. Kervick
maintained last week that he has no
intention of antagonizing nearby resi-
dents who are unhappy with his pro-
posal.

�The last thing in the world I would
ever want to do would be something
to the detriment of the town,� stated
Mr. Kervick in a personal interview
with The Westfield Leader this past
Friday.

�I will make my application through
the Planning Board, and they will make
the decision. I�m not a confrontational
person.�

Mr. Kervick, 51, is a Public Defender
in Morristown and a near-lifelong resi-

dent of Westfield. He owns two par-
cels of land that total some 69,000
square feet in the town�s farthest
southeast areas, property that is adja-
cent to Grandview Avenue, Myrtle
Avenue and Grove Street.

That land itself was a hotly-con-
tested issue in state Superior Court,
before Judge John Pisansky, who ruled
on November 8, 1991 that all of the
land in question must affect a Mt.
Laurel plan of some kind.

On the parcels he owns, Mr. Kervick
wants to increase housing density
from eight to 12 units per acre, which
would come to about 22 separate units.

In accordance with Judge
Pisansky�s ruling, Mr. Kervick says
he is currently free to develop hous-
ing on his land at eight units per acre,
which would give him about 10 less
units � 12 � than he would have under

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Eileen Satkin
Files for Seat

On School Bd.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Unlike the past few years, when
local school board elections at-
tracted a full compliment of candi-
dates, voters in Westfield are with-
out a contested race for the first
time in recent memory.

According to Lorre Korecky, a
school district spokeswoman, the
uncontested race is quite unusual
for Westfield. Since 1981, when
candidates� night forums began,
there was a school board race of
some sort.

Among the busiest years were
1987, when 13 people sought three
seats; 1981, when seven candi-
dates ran, and 1989, 1990 and 1997,
when six candidates sought open
board seats.

In 1995, seven people ran for
three seats, with another two resi-
dents running for an unexpired seat.
Two of those candidates are run-
ning for reelection this year.

The list of nominees ended Mon-
day afternoon, when former board
member Eileen Satkin filed her nomi-
nating petition with the office of
Assistant Superintendent for Busi-
ness and Board Secretary Robert
C. Rader.

When asked why she decided to
serve on the board again, Mrs. Satkin
told The Westfield Leader that she
�fully enjoyed serving on the board�
during her previous stint and wanted
to make a contribution again.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

READ ACROSS WESTFIELD...Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine took time out of his busy schedule on Tuesday morning
to read to students at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield as part of the National Education Association�s �Read
Across America Campaign.� The national campaign began Monday, the 94th anniversary of the birth of Dr. Seuss� creator,
Theodore Seuss Geisel.

Board Introduces $52.02 Mil. Budget
With Slim 2.33% Increase Over 1997

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
introduced its proposed 1998-1999
budget at its meeting Tuesday night
by a tally of 9-0.

The tab of $52,016,848, which repre-
sents a 2.33 percent increase over last
year�s mark of $50,527,495, will go to
the Union County superintendent�s
office for review, prior to the board�s
final, �formal� vote on Tuesday,
March 17.

�We�ve worked very hard on this
budget, we feel it�s a good budget,
and we would like to see the public
support it (on April 21),� board Presi-
dent Susan Jacobson said.

Although Westfield has seen only
about two of its budgets defeated in
the past 15 years, district officials
intend to keep working carefully with
the public to ensure passage of the
spending plan by voters next month.

In fact, the district has planned a
public information session on the
budget alone for this Saturday, March
7, from 10 a.m. to noon at the district�s
Elm Street Administration Building.

And in particular, district officials
have pointed out that even as enroll-
ment figures have shown a slow,
steady increase during the past five
years, per-pupil costs have been drop-
ping at the same time.

�That�s the real thrust of this bud-
get,� district spokeswoman Lorre
Korecky said.

With the 2.33 percent increase, the
tax rate will climb by only seven cents
per $100 of assessed valuation, ac-

cording to district officials.
More specifically, since the county

certifies Westfield at 60 percent of
true property value, the average ho-
meowner with a sale value of $290,000
would pay an increase of about $122
over last year�s tab, district officials
said.

That is because the home is only
assessed at about $174,000 by Union

County.
Finance Committee Chairman Keith

S. Hertell, who was elected to the
board in 1995 but is not seeking re-
election this spring, said the budget-
ary process did not occur overnight.

�We did not arrive at the financial
position we�re in this evening last
July,� commented Mr. Hertell. �This is
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William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

A HISTORIC HOME...The Town Council is scheduled to take a vote this
Tuesday, March 10, to designate the Charles Marsh House, located At 508
Salter Place, as a historic landmark in Westfield�s Master Plan. The two-story,
vernacular Dutch center hall colonial farm house was built around 1775. The
home, lived in by four successive generations of the Marsh family, is now owned
by Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Clark Alley. Mr. Alley is a third cousin five times
removed of Mr. Marsh.

Republicans, Democrats Debate Proposed Use
Of Disposable Service Ware at Sidewalk Cafés

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town Council will vote Tues-
day night on revisions to Westfield�s
sidewalk café ordinance for the down-
town, the most controversial of which
would allow establishments to apply
for the use of paper and disposable
service ware at outdoor tables.

Following a tense debate Tuesday
night over this provision, which will
enable café operators to use dispos-
able cups and utensils, the council
opted to put the final version of the
ordinance up for adoption this Tues-
day night.

While Democrats on the council
said the goal of the revision in the
code is to create a more business-
friendly and less restrictive ordinance,
Republicans countered the changes
were not requested by any of the
existing operators of sidewalk cafés,
and could exasperate the downtown
litter problem.

Assistant Town Attorney Paul D.
Strauchler explained that the new code
will only allow an operator to use
disposable materials if they can ex-
plain in their application why they
cannot use more durable, non-dis-
posable service ware.

Also, operators would be required
to have their own outside trash recep-
tacles, which must be included on a

detailed sketch of the their café.
Lack of enforcement of the ordi-

nance was another point raised by
Republicans.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick said Zoning Officer Jeremiah
P. O�Neil is unavailable during eve-
nings, when the bulk of the café vio-
lations occur.

In this regard, Second Ward Coun-
cilman Matthew P. Albano suggested
that an enforcement committee, simi-
lar to that included in the town�s exte-
rior property maintenance code, be
instituted.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim quickly
asserted that this provision would
make the ordinance �more restrictive.�

After hearing the comments of Re-
publican council members, Laws and
Rules Committee Chairman Lawrence
A. Goldman said they were �assum-
ing that this Pandora of horribles is
going to happen.�

He said if a licensee continually
violates the ordinance, the council
simply will decline to renew the
violator�s permit the following year.

Operators also face a fine and pos-
sible jail sentence if convicted of vio-
lating the code.

In discussing the issue of trash
blowing from outside tables, Fourth
Ward Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein suggested that employees

of eateries with cafés could be in-
structed to ask customers if they in-
tend to eat inside or outside.

She those using outside tables
would be told they must use non-
disposable service ware.

Councilwoman Vernick said she has
heard from residents of Prospect Street
who are �very, very upset� that the
council is considering the use of pa-
per products at outdoor cafés.

She said her view of the ordinance
is, �if it ain�t broken, you don�t need
to fix it.�

Mayor Jardim said he believes the
key is to educate the community that
Westfield is a clean town and that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Erratum
A story last week on Page 1 of

The Westfield Leader contained a
typographical error regarding the
number of units anticipated by the
builder of a high density housing
development proposed for the far
southeast corner of the town.

James Flynn, attorney for devel-
oper David Kervick, stated that his
client anticipates constructing
some 23 units on the 69,000 square-
foot parcel he currently owns at a
density of 12 units per acre.

The story incorrectly indicated
that 203 units were anticipated. The
Leader apologizes for the error and
any confusion it might have caused
our readers.
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be built on the other lots that would
be, �contrary to the character of the
neighborhood.�

Mr. Krause noted that the house is
estimated at $500,000 and Mr. Tobia
estimated that the house would cost
$100,000 to modernize.

The sole legal issue confronting
the Planning Board concerned the
distinctive Greek Revival porch of the
Woman�s Club building. A section of
the land use ordinance requires that
any building must have a front-yard
depth of at least 35 feet.

With its nine-foot porch, the
Woman�s Club building has a front
yard of only 29.9 feet. Under the ordi-
nance, violations must be removed
unless three criteria are met.

• The existence of the violation is
not a �substantial detriment to the
public good.�

• The existence of the violation
�will not substantially impair the pur-
pose of the ordinance and the Plan-
ning Board.�

• The purposes of the zoning act
would actually be enhanced if the
violation were permitted to stay. In his
presentation, Mr. Tobia referred to the
porch as, �the most significant archi-
tectural feature in the area.�

The Planning Board unanimously
agreed to let the porch remain. With the
porch issue resolved, all three lots were
in full compliance with the Westfield
land use ordinance. The ordinance
states that any subdivided lot in the
RS-12 zone must be at least 12,000
square feet, with a width of 75 feet and
a depth of 120 feet. All three lots ex-
ceeded these minimum requirements.

According to Planning Board attor-
ney William Jeremiah, the board could
not therefore legally prevent the sub-
division.

This did little to ease the concerns
of the residents who turned out to
voice their objections to the plan.

John P. Clark, a former Falls Church,
Virginia resident, said he moved to
Westfield with his wife because its
�character very much attracted us.�
He lamented a possible future in which
people in Westfield only remembered,
�houses that used to be there.�

Sharon Rabbit, also of Westfield,
said, �The property and structure has
a lot of historical significance and
speaks a lot to the sort of place we

want to live and raise our kids.�
The Greek Revival house is home to

two former Westfield mayors.
Mr. Robbins echoed the concerns

of the community in stating, �Cer-
tainly there are enough people around
that would think nothing of plowing
the house down. That�s what has a lot
of us worried.�

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, who sits
on the board, noted that town ordi-
nances need to be revised to make it
more difficult for developers to elimi-
nate open space and historic build-
ings.

�We passed an ordinance a while
ago and it had some mistakes,� the
mayor said. �I hope we can fix this
ordinance before the developers grab
all the space.�

Several residents raised concerns
about the manner in which the
Woman�s Club was accepting bids for
the property. With Mr. Krause�s help,
the property is being offered for pri-
vate sale through a sealed bid.

Westfield resident and local Real-
tor Carol Tenor wondered, �whether a
sealed bid encourages a developer to
come in. Are they (the Woman�s Club)
going to hold out for bigger bucks or
for a good buyer who wants to pre-
serve the historical integrity of the
house?�

In the end, the Planning Board
sought a compromise between its le-
gal obligation and the feelings of the
community.

Board member Robert Newell told
the audience that, �As much as I�m in
favor of keeping things as they are,
the law allows a subdivision to occur
and it is out of our hands as a commit-
tee. I�d rather have the Woman�s Club
handle it than have a single buyer
come in and subdivide it later.�

Mr. Robbins also noted that it was
the board�s responsibility to �deal
with the specifics of the law.�

The board finally approved the
subdivision, 6-1, with Anthony M.
LaPorta casting the sole dissenting
vote. He said he wanted the home to
stay a single-family residence for 25
years.

Mr. Krause said this condition
would not be reasonable. Mayor
Jardim suggested seven years before
the board and applicant agreed on
five years.

Woman�s Club Is Granted
Controversial Subdivision

the higher density.
Many residents in that area spoke out

strongly against a plan involving higher
density at a specially-called meeting on
February 18, by the Town Council�s
Building and Town Property Committee
in council chambers on East Broad Street.

Several residents of nearby Myrtle and
Windsor Avenues condemned any higher
density from what is currently zoned for
Mr. Kervick�s land, which is eight units
per acre.

One person said the developer appeared
�confrontational,� while a local lawyer
contended that if part of Grandview Av-
enue were ever vacated by the town to
allow for more development, his family�s
business would suffer greatly and would
likely result in a lawsuit.

Mr. Kervick, who is represented by
local attorney James B. Flynn, says he
was present at the February 18 meeting
and felt �sad� that he could not �allay� the
fears of the affected residents.

Although no one has even suggested
privately that the issue of vacating
Grandview Avenue could be a �red her-
ring� of sorts, Mr. Kervick explained the
issue arose when he first inquired about
the possibility of acquiring two nearby
town-owned lots, one of which is a con-
tiguous parcel of about 16,000 square feet,
which sits directly northwest of the two
lots the developer already owns.

Although he wants a higher density on
the site, Mr. Kervick said the vacation
theory was not a diversion to gain this
approval from the council, but was rather
a possibility �subject to how the neigh-
bors responded to it.�

Originally, Mr. Kervick had mentioned
the possibility of a density calling for 16
units per acre, but later indicated that 12
units per acre is something he could ac-
cept.

�My position is that �12 would be a
fair number,� Mr. Kervick, a resident of
Clark Street, said. �I don�t think that eight
would be a fair number. We�re seeing if
we�re on any common ground that could
work.�

Mr. Kervick, who pointed out that his
wife, Mary K. Meyers, was born in
Westfield, also said he has not ever counted
on, or even anticipated, being able to
acquire another large tract of state-owned
land in the area, which is presently home
to the state�s New Jersey Division of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) inspection sta-
tion.

Mr. Flynn had also said the same thing
a week earlier.

Some town officials have already stated
publicly that it is unlikely they would
support rezoning Mr. Kervick�s land to a
higher density, although they did leave the
possibility open.

Second Ward Councilman Matthew P.
Albano, the Building and Town Property
Committee Chairman, told The Leader
one week earlier that �based upon what I
heard last night (February 18), I would not

be in favor of that. But the jury�s still out
and I�m waiting for information.�

Mt. Laurel, the object of a controversial
court ruling both in 1978 and again in 1983,
established that municipalities statewide
have the legal obligation to allow for a �fair
share� of low- to moderate-income hous-
ing.

Judge Pisansky, as Town Attorney
Charles H. Brandt explained, understood
that the DMV site, located close to the
Garwood border, is already occupied. But,
Mr. Brandt said, the judge ruled that in the
event it were to be vacated, zoning would
have to include some type of Mt. Laurel
commitment.

The town, Mr. Brandt has said, has
taken care of that. The Mt. Laurel obliga-
tion has been interpreted as working on a 4-
to-1 ratio, meaning that Mr. Kervick would
likely have to recognize one house out of
every five he builds as being under Mt.
Laurel guidelines.

Mr. Kervick, who also pointed out that
he has run the Westfield Men�s Softball
League for 30 years, mentioned that he is
proceeding on the current assumption
that he is free to develop the 69,000-
square-foot parcel at a density of eight
units per acre, since the courts, he added,
have already told him this.

But he would like a higher density,
along with the acquisition of the contigu-
ous tract of town-owned land, which he
says he has a right of first refusal, or the
right to match any outside offer for the
land.

�My contention is that eight (units per
acre) may be low. I�m requesting consid-
eration for a higher density of 12,� the
developer said.

�What I would like people to try to
visualize is this: to purchase that one lot
if possible, I would be looking at 12 units
per acre,� Mr. Kervick added.

Would the developer recognize the in-
terpreted 4-to-1 Mt. Laurel formula?

�That�s something I would discuss with
the town,� Mr. Kervick replied.

The developer added that he does un-
derstand the Mt. Laurel obligations.

Mr. Brandt, when asked by The Leader
if the town were legally obligated to sell or
vacate town-owned property on
Grandview Avenue, responded, �They�re
not legally obligated to vacate a street.
You�ve got to look at the street vacation
and the sale of land as two different things.

�But I think we should sell it to him; the
court order tells us if he were to develop
Mt. Laurel housing, we would have to sell
it to him,� said Mr. Brandt.

Is the town worried that the developer
would contest the matter in court, if a
higher density is not granted?

�No, we�re not anticipating at this point
that there�s going to be another lawsuit,�
Mr. Brandt replied.

�That�s hypothetical as far as I�m con-
cerned,� added Third Ward Councilman
Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., who sits on the Plan-
ning Board as the council�s representative.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Developer Offers
His Side on Grandview Plan

a three-year effort. It�s also been an
effort to bring the administrative cost
per pupil down.

�We set out three years ago and we
had a plan,� Mr. Hertell added. �That
plan was to really manage our finances.
I don�t believe taxpayers defeat bud-
gets when they see money going into
the classroom. And that�s what we
made an effort to do.�

The per-pupil cost for the 1998-
1999 budget is targeted at $8,154, about
$450 less than what it was just two
years ago. Of the total expenditures
for 1998-1999, exactly 52.77 percent
goes toward instruction.

Also, because Westfield receives a
relatively small amount from state aid,
5.79 percent, property taxes must ac-
count for 88.04 percent of the pro-
posed budget.

Ironically, Westfield, which a de-
cade ago had as many as 13 candi-
dates vying for three board seats,
does not have a race this year. Three
candidates are running for the three
available seats on the board.

Two of those candidates are in-
cumbents Darielle M. Walsh, Vice
President of the board, and Ginger
Hardwick. Former board member

Eileen Satkin will fill Mr. Hertell�s
seat.

�I�ve enjoyed every minute of it,�
Mr. Hertell said. �I think one of the
reasons you don�t see a contested
election this year is because of the
work we�ve done over the last few
years.�

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley announced one change
within the capital maintenance por-
tion of the budget, which will post-
pone for at least a year the possible
renovation of two shop rooms into
classrooms. Instead, the district plans
on cable installation to classrooms
for networking high school comput-
ers.

The cost for both projects, how-
ever, carries the same $150,000 price
tag, so the switch will not affect the
budget, board members confirmed.

Under other business, Mrs.
Jacobson announced that five se-
niors in the high school � Alice
Kelman, Thomas Olsen, Ryan St.
Clair, George Wu and Andrew
Zachar Jr. � who were named semi-
finalists in the national merit schol-
arship competition, have now be-
come finalists.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Board Unveils Budget
With 2.33 Percent Increase

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
• Clifford Lawson, 39, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with shoplifting
disposable cameras valued at $57 from a
West North Avenue photo finishing es-
tablishment.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
• A representative of a dry cleaning

firm on Boulevard reported the attempted
theft of a 1991 Dodge van from the com-
pany lot.

• A Tice Place resident reported that
someone stole her 1990 Mazda mini-van
from the south side Westfield train station
lot.

• A bicycle valued at $445 was re-
ported stolen from a Vernon Place resi-
dence. It was taken from the side of the
house, police said.

• Police reported that a bicycle rack
valued at $550 was stolen from a vehicle
at an apartment complex on Central Av-
enue.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• A 15-year-old Roselle youth was

arrested at a county-run educational facil-
ity on Lamberts Mill Road and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana, according to police. He was
released to the custody of a responsible
adult.

• Richard Dunay, 53, of Piscataway
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated in the 1100 block of
South Avenue, according to police. He
was released after posting $375 bail.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
• William Oliva, 32, of Huntington,

New York was arrested and charged with
possession of an open container of alcohol
and with possession of suspected cocaine
after being stopped on Ross Place, au-
thorities said. He was being held in lieu of
$1,225 bail.

• Carlo Fabre, 24, of Newark and
Wayne Payne, 34, of Irvington were ar-
rested and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana after being
stopped for allegedly running a red light at
Elm and East Broad Streets, according to
police.

Payne was released on $250 while Fabre
was remanded to the Union County Jail in
lieu of $500 bail.

• Irma Montero, 40, of North Plainfield
was arrested and charged with shoplifting,
according to police, based on a complaint
from a North Avenue department store.
She was released after posting $275 bail.

• A West Broad Street resident re-
ported that someone forced entry into his
home and stole cash and jewelry.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• Seven hundred block of East Broad

Street � system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of South Av-

enue � system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

� unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Marlin Court

� smoke condition.
• Nine hundred block of Willow Grove

Road � wire down.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

• Seven hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue � hazardous condition.

• Seven hundred block of St. Marks
Avenue � unintentional alarm.

• Seven hundred block of East Broad
Street � system malfunction.

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue � unintentional alarm.

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue � unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of East Dudley
Avenue � unintentional alarm.

• Three hundred block of Orenda Circle
� lock out.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
• Eleven hundred block of Boynton

Avenue � unintentional alarm.
• Eleven hundred block of Boynton

Avenue � unintentional alarm.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

� system malfunction.
• Two hundred block of

Cowperthwaite Place � unintentional

alarm.
• Two hundred block of Springfield

Avenue � automobile accident/extrication.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26

• Six hundred block of Hyslip Avenue
– system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Rogers Av-
enue – water evacuation.

• Five hundred block of Sherwood
Parkway – smoke scare.

• Three hundred block of Clark Street
– system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Harrison Av-
enue – system malfunction.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
• One hundred block of Boynton Av-

enue – system malfunction.
• Six hundred block of Leigh Drive –

wires down.
• Seven hundred block of Mountain

Avenue – water evacuation.
• Four hundred block of North Av-

enue, West – odor investigation.
• One hundred block of Summit Court

– water evacuation.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

• Five hundred block of Colonial Av-
enue – unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Normandy
Drive – unintentional alarm.

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road – alarm activation.
• Fifteen hundred block of Lamberts

Mill Road – good intent call.

patrons should keep this in mind when
eating at outdoor cafés.

Mr. Goldman explained that if there
are problems with any of the cafés, the
business community will undoubt-
edly inform the town or the council,
which will then take action.

In responding to Republican coun-
cil members� worries about the danger
of increased litter from the cafés, Coun-
cilman Goldman responded that the
cafés are �a problem in search of itself.�

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., said when the ordinance
was adopted a few years ago it was,
more or less, aimed at fine dining res-
taurants, not take-out establishments
which have been increasing in num-
ber in the central business district.

In other business, the council de-
cided to support a request from former
councilman Donnell Carr to designate
the corner of Osborn and Downer
Streets as Paul Robeson Corner.

Robeson was described in Mr. Carr�s
letter as a �great American actor, orator
and singer whose family lived in
Westfield during (the years) 1907-1910.�

Robeson�s father, William Drew,
founded the presently standing St.
Luke�s African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church, located at 500 Downer
Street at Osborn Avenue.

Next month, the state will celebrate
Robeson�s life, and will mark the 100th
anniversary of his birth on Thursday,
April 9.

The new road sign will be affixed on
top of the existing sign at the intersec-
tion of Downer and Osborn. The exist-
ing sign will remain intact.

The Friends of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library have requested permission
from the town to serve alcohol during
a 10th library anniversary celebration
planned for Saturday, December 12.

It was also announced that
Westfield High School will hold a walk
to educate the community on the
awareness of breast cancer.

On another matter, the council au-
thorized Town Administrator Edward
A. Gottko to send a letter to Westfield
public school officials regarding the
possibility of the town absorbing le-
gal responsibility for the playground
at the former Lincoln School building.

The school is currently under lease
by the Union County Educational
Services Commission.

Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh said the property would be a
strong candidate for Union County�s
�pocket park� grant program.

The issue was discussed by the
liaison committees of the Town Coun-
cil and Board of Education at a recent
meeting.

On another matter, Mayor Jardim
defended a letter published in last
week�s Leader in which he stated he
would not support a tax increase to
support this year�s municipal budget.

The $22.7 million spending plan was
presented to the council by Mr. Gottko
on February 10. The preliminary bud-
get represents an increase in spend-
ing of $433,000 over last year.

The Mayor said, after listening to
comments by Republican council
members Gregory S. McDermott, rep-
resenting the First Ward; Councilman
Sullivan and Councilwoman Vernick,
that he has a �free speech� right to
communicate with residents.

He explained that, unlike some other
communities, the Mayor of Westfield
is not charged with releasing the bud-
get to the governing body.

Thus, he wanted to communicate
his feelings on this spending plan as
the budget process began at the coun-
cil level.

Mrs. Vernick said council members
are entitled to know the Mayor�s
thoughts on the budget. Mayor
Jardim explained that he will detail his
opinions this Saturday, March 7, when
the council continues budget discus-
sions with department heads.
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Town Council Debates Use
Of Disposable Service Ware She said she had gained a �different

perspective� on what the community
is experiencing concerning school
board related issues.

Mrs. Satkin said her major interest
is in the area of curriculum, which she
referred to as the �foundation of stu-
dents� education.�

She is professionally both an occu-
pational therapist and an educator.

The candidate has resided in West-
field for 15 years. Mrs. Satkin and her
husband, Steven, have two children,
a son, Scott, an eighth grader at Edison
Intermediate School, and a daughter,
Beth, a Westfield High School junior.

The candidate is presently em-
ployed in the Garwood public schools
where she provides occupational
therapy to special education students.

While on the board, she chaired the
Programs and Policies Committee and
served on the Facilities, Long Range
Planning and Attorney Selection Com-
mittees.

Most recently, Mrs. Satkin co-
chaired the Parent-Teacher Council�s
Special Education Committee and the
�Awareness Expo� where she was a
presenter. She is an active member of
the Westfield Coalition for the Arts
and is presently chairing the Teacher
Scholarship Committee.

Board Vice President Darielle M.
Walsh and Ginger Hardwick will con-
tinue to serve on the board for another
term, due to the lack of a pool of

candidates this year.
Mrs. Walsh will begin her third term

in April, while Ms. Hardwick will com-
mence her second term.

Mrs. Satkin also taught social stud-
ies in New York City and was an in-
structor in the Occupational Therapy
Assistant Program at Union County
College.

Mrs. Walsh, a former elementary
school teacher, has a degree from the
College of Mount Saint Vincent in
New York. She and her husband,
Michael, have two grown children.

Ms. Hardwick, an attorney, has
taught as an adjunct professor at the
Seton Hall School of Law in Newark.
Prior to that she practiced with a New-
ark law firm, specializing in commer-
cial litigation.

The candidate and her husband,
Steven Lapidus, have three children,
Jake. A Roosevelt Intermediate School
fifth grader; Sarah, a third grader at
Franklin Elementary School, and Ben,
will enter Franklin in the fall as a
Kindergartener.

Keith S. Hertell, the other incum-
bent whose seat expires in April, chose
not to seek reelection to a second
three-year term. He is serving as Chair-
man of the Finance Committee this
year.

The school board election will be
held on Tuesday, April 21. Voters will
have the opportunity to decide the
fate of the $45,739,665 tax levy.
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Eileen Satkin Files for Seat
On Westfield School Board

nography in padded envelopes ready for
mailing, plus 20 blank disks and 20 padded
envelopes, 15 child pornography maga-
zines and 12 pornographic video tapes,
the lieutenant confirmed.

He said authorities also recovered mail-
ing lists, but said investigators had not
released specific information as to where
the tapes were being sent, citing an ongo-
ing investigation into the case.

Gadia was charged with endangering
the welfare of a child, based on his alleged
distribution of the pornographic material,
according to the lieutenant. He was re-
leased after posting $10,000 cash bail.

Authorities believe that Gadia either
scanned pornographic images from maga-

zines onto his own web site, or else down-
loaded them from other Internet locations,
Lieutenant Cosgrove said.

The images were apparently then cop-
ied onto tapes and sold for $13 each, the
police spokesman revealed.

Postal officials were brought into the
case, Lieutenant Cosgrove said, because
the suspect is believed to have been
“using the service to mail child pornog-
raphy.”

It was unclear as to how long the sus-
pect was allegedly operating the web site.
Lieutenant Cosgrove said authorities had
received another tip about the site around
the beginning of February, but “nothing
developed from it” at the time.

Town Resident Faces Charges
Involving Child Pornography
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Recent Home Sales

G.G. Merrill, to Michael J. Donofrio, 928
Everts Avenue, $165,000.

K.P. and B.C. Walker, to Kristen Y. Kim,
815 Clark Street, $400,000.

R.A. Boyer, to Robert L. and Sara C.
McKeown, 137 Stanmore Place, $525,000.

C.R. Thorpe, to Michael N. Colucci and
Patrice Reynolds, 419 Alden Avenue,
$435,000.

D.T. and C.D. Molowa, to Charles E.
Childs, 3rd and Trina C. Childs, 274 Canter-
bury Road, $399,000.

F.J. Abella, to Charles R. and Adriene Y.
Carson, 107 Jefferson Avenue, $270,000.

P. and M.J. Trainor, to Damian O. and
Renata E. Handzy, 438 North Chestnut
Street, $277,000.

C.C. and B.B. Richey, to Kevin P.
Shanahan, 901 North Avenue, $133,000.

J.M. Heffron, Jr. and Karin M. Heffron,
to Taras and Joanna Wayner, 723 First
Street, $230,000.

R.L. and S.C. McKeown, to Matthew D.
and Patricia Felix, 531 Hillcrest Avenue,
$335,500.

J.C. Ricker, to Ilia R. Harkins, 523
Hillcrest Avenue, $227,000.

B. Cai and Y. Pan, to Hongchaun Liu and
Hong Xiao, 41 Woodbrook Circle,
$255,000.

E.O. and V.R. Fischer, to Christopher P.
and Megan Collins, 453 Everson Place,
$258,000.

D.G. Miller and V.L. Cefarati, to Sven
Migot and Sara Cohen, 131 Pearl Street,

$235,000.
P.P. Fraser, to Michael A. Rivezzi, 1309

Boulevard, $170,000.
T. and M. Iwamoto, to Charles F. Heyder,

4th and Salley Susan Perlstein, 41 Moss
Avenue, $220,000.

J.A. and B.J. Muraglia, to David J. and
Joan B. Crabiel, 1609 Pinegrove Avenue,
$207,000.

T.J. and M.A. Bryson, to Erik Allen and
Krystyna Monczka, 446 Channing Av-
enue, $275,000.

M.D. Smith and M.E. Lee, to Denise
Mary Mil ler, 642 Hanford Place,
$335,000.

S.J. and A.M. Knight, to Linda L. Mack,
360 Dudley Avenue, West, $259,500.

N. Shapiro and H. Terry, to Tracy Tener,
240 Clark Street, $277,000.

S.J. and N.C. Cuoco, to Adrian A. and
Abbie F. Shoobs, 322 Park Street, $257,000.

A. and E. Ciullo, to A.D.U. Building
L.L.C., 201 Cacciola Place, $37,000.

A.D. and C. Kampf, to Stuart C. Pistol,
515 Trinity Place, $162,000.

P.R. Basch, to Yair Fussman, 206 Myrtle
Avenue, $175,000.

K. and S. Powell, to Paul and Mindy
Buckley, 525 Grove Street, West, $262,000.

E. and D. Botvinick, to Leonid and
Violetta Pesenson, 406 Otisco Drive,
$265,000.

E.H. Furch, to Andrew John and Susan
Elaine Gibbs, 121 Wyoming Street,
$156,000.

EARNING THE BADGE...Webelo Cub Scouts, James Hanas, Paul Goldweitz
and Gregory Speir recently with Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim to earn
their citizenship badge. The boys learned about their local government and
were able to see how their town council meets to discuss local issues. The boys
belong to St. Helen’s Cub Scout Troop No. 273.


