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Westfield Jaycees Schedule
Raffle Drawing for April 25
The Westfield Jaycees will hold

their dinner dance and annual raffle
on Saturday, April 25, at 8 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. This
year, the grand prize will be a 1998
BMW Z3.

Entertainment will be provided
by Smooth, and J&M of Westfield
and Mountainside will cater the
event, according to Raffle Chair-
man Richard Franko. A maximum
of 400 tickets will be sold, at $160
each.

Each ticket will entitle the buyer to
a one in 400 chance to win the car
and other prizes. In addition, each
buyer will be able to attend the Din-

ner Dance with a guest.
Over the years, the Westfield Jay-

cees have raised hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars for college scholar-
ships.

This year, scholarships will be
granted to local high school seniors
on a need basis, according to Jaycee
President Larry Engel.

Raffle tickets are available from
any Jaycee member, by calling the
Jaycee hotline at (908) 232-5123, or
by mailing a check for $160 payable
to the Jaycees with a self-addressed
stamped envelope to the Westfield
Jaycees, P.O. Box 517, Westfield,
07091.

READY FOR SALE�Ed Orlando, standing at right, discusses the upcoming
book sale sponsored by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library with
sale volunteers. Seated are Ann Robinson and Martie Myers, who are coordi-
nating the volunteers. Dave Kirkwood, a former sale Chairman, is standing at
left. This year�s sale is scheduled from Tuesday through Saturday, March 31
to April 4, in the Program Room of the library on East Broad Street. Donations
of books may be made Friday, Saturday and Monday, March 27, 28, and 30, at
the library. Monies raised through the sale are used to provide equipment,
services, and books for the library.

County Clerk is Reimbursed
By State for Cost of Ballots

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi has announced that she has
received an $11,000 check from the
State Law Enforcement Commission
as reimbursement for the printing
and mailing of the 500-word guber-
natorial statements which appeared
on the 1997 sample ballot.

It is the first time in 13 years, or
three gubernatorial cycles, that Union
County has been reimbursed by the
state, according to Ms. Rajoppi.

�We are very pleased,� she said,
�that the concerted efforts and lobby-
ing by the 21 County Clerks in the
state finally resulted in the state keep-
ing their legislative mandate to reim-
burse us for this portion of the sample
ballot costs.�

Ms. Rajoppi is the Section Chief of
the state�s 21 County Clerks and is
their representative in the County
Officers Association of New Jersey.

She explained that the state elec-
tion law was amended in 1980 to
provide that County Clerks shall be
reimbursed for costs arising from the
printing and mailing of gubernato-
rial ballot statements.

The New Jersey Legislature per-
mitted gubernatorial candidates to
prepare statements on their candi-
dacy on or attached to each sample
ballot in 1980.

Each gubernatorial cycle, Ms.
Rajoppi said, County Clerks filed
forms with the state for reimburse-
ment of the incremental costs di-
rectly related to the printing of the
candidates� statements.

With the exception of the first gu-
bernatorial election cycle completed
in 1985, no monies were reimbursed
to the Clerks. In subsequent years,
the state said it had not appropriated
any monies to reimburse County
Clerks, she added.

�This check represents the state�s
responsibility to reimburse us and

follows the concept of state mandate,
state pay which became effective sev-
eral years ago,� Ms. Rajoppi said.

�I am especially pleased for our
county residents because this reim-
bursement represents a significant
savings in election costs, which af-
fects every county taxpayer and
voter,� she concluded.

UCUA Sponsoring
Collection Days
For Electronics

The Union County Utilities Author-
ity (UCUA) will sponsor two spring
electronics collection days, one in
Roselle Park and another in Westfield.

The first event will be held on Satur-
day, March 21, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Department of Public Works yard,
located at 180 West Webster Avenue
in Roselle Park.

The second spring event, which will
also include the collection of latex paint,
will be held on Saturday, May 16, from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Westfield mu-
nicipal swimming pool parking lot on
Scotch Plains Avenue.

There is no cost to participate; how-
ever, pre-registration with the UCUA
is mandatory. Proof of residence is
required.

Products such as televisions, video-
cassette recorders, audio/stereo equip-
ment, computers, monitors and pe-
ripherals, Fax machines, copiers, print-
ers, microwave ovens, telephone sys-
tems and keyboards will be accepted.

Latex paint will be accepted only at
the Westfield event from Union County
residents, in the original paint cans.
Paint in containers larger than five
gallons will not be accepted.

For more information or to register,
residents may call the UCUA at (732)
382-9400 on Monday, Wednesday or
Friday between 1 and 4:30 p.m.

Freeholder Says State Must Fight
To Gain Transportation Funds

Because the federal government is
�dragging its feet� on providing cru-
cial funding, Union Counter Free-
holder Donald Goncalves says that
bridges important to the county�s in-
frastructure are falling into disre-
pair.

�While the federal government
drags its feet on funding mass transit
initiatives, many related projects are
being held hostage,� said Freeholder
Goncalves, the county�s representa-
tive to the North Jersey Transporta-
tion Authority, explaining that the
$870 million at stake would also
fund the structural needs of bridges
and other projects.

�The need for funds extends be-

yond mass transportation. Union
County needs adequate funding for
ISTEA and related projects,� he
said, referring to the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act that would help fund projects
like the 11-mile, light-rail project
that would link municipalities and
provide much-needed infrastructure
repairs.

But he charged that the federal
government�s slowness is being ex-
acerbated by states is the South and
the Midwest that want to reduce fund-
ing for Northeastern states such as
New Jersey.

�We need the state of New Jersey
to step it,� the Freeholder said,
because dependent projects such as
the Gordon Street Bridge overpass
between Roselle and Roselle Park,
the Elmora underpass, Chilton
Street Bridge, the Cherry Street
Bridge in Elizabeth and other spans
along Conrail�s Raritan Valley and
Northeast Corridor lines have been
neglected and need immediate at-
tention.

�These bridges are examples of
our aging infrastructure, which, if
not maintained, will cripple the trans-
portation network of Union County
and impede our economic develop-
ment programs,� Freeholder
Goncalves asserted.

The freeholder praised the joint
�ISTEA Works!� coalition of
state business and political lead-
ers who have been lobbying for
funds.

�We have been working hard to see
that Union County gets its fair share,�
Freeholder Goncalves said. �We�re
not going to Trenton with our hat in
hand. We need this money for resi-
dents, commuters and motorists
alike.�

Regional Commission Elects
Slate of Officers at Meeting
New officers for the Union County

Regional Environmental Health Com-
mission were elected recently at the
commission�s annual reorganization
meeting.

Andrew Snyder, Health Inspector for
Rahway and Scotch Plains, was re-
elected Chairman. Pamela Agovino,
Health Inspector for the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department, was re-
elected Vice Chairwoman.

Randy Moscaritolo, Health Inspec-
tor for the Plainfield Health Depart-
ment, was reelected Treasurer. Kevin
Schuerman, Commission Director, will
also continue to serve as Executive Sec-
retary.

The Regional Environmental Health
Commission was designated in 1985
by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders to serve as the county�s
lead agency for developing and provid-
ing environmental enforcement pro-
grams throughout the county.

Commission programs currently en-
compass outdoor air pollution, commu-
nity noise, solid waste and hazardous
substance control.

The commission also applied last fall
for New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (NJDEP) certifica-
tion for a new county-wide water pollu-
tion control program for implementa-
tion this year.

Residents interested in learning more

about the Regional Environmental
Health Commission may call the agency
directly at (732) 382-5585 between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

ALMOST TO THE TOP!...The United Fund of Westfield has raised $598,000
or 99.7 percent of its goal of $600,000 for the 1997-1998 campaign. �When you
think about giving, remember that every donation to the Westfield United Fund
makes a difference because someone in the community is counting on you.
Reaching 100 percent of our goal enables us to fully fund our commitment to our
20 member agencies serving the Westfield population,� noted Campaign Chair-
man James McCabe. The current campaign ends Thursday, April 30. Contribu-
tions may still be sent to 301 North Avenue, West, Westfield, 07090.


