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Freeholder Among Leaders
Of Gender Equity Program

SPOTLIGHTING GENDER ISSUES…As part of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district’s Vision 21 program, professionals and academics led a workshop
on gender equity during a district-wide “professional development day.” Partici-
pating in the workshop, pictured left to right, are: first row, Jean Wahlers, Donna
Lauricella, Lynn Schenk and Charlene Hall, and second row, Kathy Marvel,
Karen Lacey, Dr. Marlene Rosenbaum, Carol Johnson, Patty Whitehouse, and
Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.

Union County Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella is one of five
executives from Chubb & Son who
spoke recently at a workshop on gen-
der equity at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Mr. Mirabella, of Roselle Park,
presented the workshop with Carol
Johnson, Karen Lacey, Kathy Mar-
vel and Patty Whitehouse of Chubb
& Son; Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity Professor Marlene Rosenbaum,
who has studied gender relations and
communications in schools, and sev-
eral teachers from the district.

The workshop was presented dur-
ing a “professional development day”
for teachers in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district.

Participants discussed the differ-
ent communications styles commonly
seen in men and women, and ways in
which teachers relate to boys and
girls and the impact these differences
have on their education and develop-
ment.

Teachers also considered current
research, state and federal law, and
ongoing classroom practices which
address gender and communications.

The 90-minute workshop con-
cluded with a discussion on how
teachers can alter their communica-
tions strategies to give students bet-
ter educational choices.

“We wanted to speak about the way
businesses manage this issue,” said
Freeholder Mirabella. “In the busi-
ness community, we have learned the
importance of recognizing differences
in the ways people communicate and
learn. We are pleased that we could
bring this experience to educators,”
he added.

All Chubb & Son employees are
members of the Information Tech-
nology Women’s Council (ITWC),
which is dedicated to equal access to
opportunities regardless of gender,
and has worked with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s chapter of
Future Business Leaders of America
for the past four years.

The workshop is part of an overall
program in the district, Vision 21,
which brings the talent and experi-
ence of businesses, community
groups and higher education to teach-
ers and the school system.

Besides Chubb & Son, the district
is working with Lucent Technolo-
gies, Prudential and the Merck Insti-
tute for Science Education.

Saudi Delegation to Meet
With Union County Firms

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel P. Sullivan has announced
that a delegation of 35 major compa-
nies from Saudi Arabia will be visit-
ing Union County on Monday and
Tuesday, May 18 and 19.

The trade mission, focused on oil,
gas, petrochemical and related in-
dustries, is using Union County as its
East Coast hub for over 400 meetings
scheduled with local and regional
companies seeking to sell goods and
services, form joint ventures and stra-
tegic alliances, establish relationships
and obtain or provide licenses for
technology transfer.

“This is a superb example of how our
unified efforts are establishing a com-
prehensive development strategy for
Union County,” Mr. Sullivan explained.

“By partnering with the Union
County Economic Development Cor-

poration (UCEDC) and the U. S. De-
partment of Commerce, we have ex-
panded and enhanced opportunities
in international trade for Union County
businesses to grow,” he continued.

“It is partnerships such as this
which will bring even more economic
activity and investment into our Gate-
way County,” the Freeholder Chair-
man remarked.

The United States Department of
Commerce is arranging the indi-
vidual meetings between regional
companies and the Saudi businesses,
with an eye toward matching prod-
ucts, services, interests and needs.

Mr. Sullivan praised both the visit
by the delegation, and the role of the
partnership that arranged the mis-
sion, noting that the mission is meet-
ing in Houston, Los Angeles and New
Orleans, in addition to Union County.

“The UCEDC and Commerce
worked very hard to ensure that the
East Coast trade delegation would be
located in Union County. Our area is
filled with the industries that match
the Saudi Arabian profiles,” Mr.
Sullivan observed.

The trade delegation is seeking
companies whose products and ser-
vices match categories which include:
bearings, seals, couplings; chemi-
cals; coiled tubing; communications;
corrosion/cathodic protection;
cranes/lifts/winches and dredging.

Other categories are drilling ser-
vices and equipment; electric/electronic
process controls; environmental pro-
tection; heat exchanger and instru-
ment controls; hydrographic and seis-
mic equipment; offshore computers and
software; pipeline inspections and
maintenance, and plant maintenance.

Still others include poll control;
power generation and propulsion ma-
chinery; processing and separation
systems; professional and training
services; project management, re-
search and development, and
consultancy; refractory; safety and
protection; seal plants; spill contain-
ment; subsea production; support
vessels; valves; waste pollution, and
well equipment and well support.

Mr. Sullivan noted that there re-
mains limited space available for Union
County firms to participate, adding
that connections may be made through
the UCEDC at (908) 527-1166.

Runnells Guild Plans
Sale of Fine Jewelry

At Hospital on May 21
The Volunteer Guild of Runnells

Specialized Hospital of Union County
will hold its monthly product sale on
Thursday, May 21, from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of
the facility, located at 40 Watchung
Way in Berkeley Heights.

Featured at the sale will be 14 carat
gold and sterling silver chains, neck-
laces, bracelets, anklets, earrings,
rings, charms, cz rings and fun
watches by Reese Fine Jewelry.

“The public is invited to shop at the
sales the Volunteer Guild holds
throughout the year,” said Freeholder
Deborah P. Scanlon, Liaison to the
Runnells Hospital Board of Managers.

“Part of each sale goes back to the
Guild to directly benefit our residents,
and they have purchased many items
such as televisions, VCRs and bingo
prizes for the residents,” she continued.

“They also hold an annual picnic
and holiday party/gift distribution in
cooperation with the Berkeley
Heights Lions Club,” Freeholder
Scanlon added.

The Volunteer Guild is looking for
members. Those wishing to contrib-
ute a few hours a day may call the
Runnells Office of Volunteer Ser-
vices at (908) 771-5848.

Grant Is Received to Study
Shared Translation Services
Daniel P. Sullivan, Chairman of

the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, recently announced
that the county, in a joint applica-
tion with municipalit ies and
schools, received a $25,000 state
grant to conduct a study on sharing
language translation services.

The Morris-Union Jointure Com-
mission, an education district which
serves children and adults with
needs, is the lead agency on the
project and will oversee the study.

“In order to balance their bud-
gets, local governments need to find
ways to share services,” said Free-
holder Sullivan. “Providing these
translation services will help Union
County government, as well as our
schools and municipalities, to com-
municate better with residents. It
makes sense to share the cost,” he
added.

Studies have identified more than
100 languages and dialects spoken
in various parts of Union County
from newly arrived immigrants,
residents and visitors. Translation
services often are needed by schools,
court officials, the police, clerks
and municipal officials.

A number of local governmental
agencies have passed resolutions
seeking involvement in the transla-
tion services program, including
the municipalities of Westfield and
Garwood, the Hillside and Roselle
boards of education and the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission.

Others are expected to partici-
pate, and have shown a great
amount of interest, according to the
freeholder board.

Officials chose the Morris-Union
Jointure Commission as the lead
agency in the grant because it has
worked extensively with people who
have communication disabilities,
including people who are deaf or
hard of hearing, and has provided
sign language interpretation in
many instances.

The Department of Community
Affairs grant is given to govern-
ment agencies for programs which
encourage shared services.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr., of
Plainfield noted that state officials
gave Union County the maximum
amount provided through these pro-
grams.

Replacement Patrol Cars
Acquired for County Police

REPLACEMENT CARS...Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman Nicholas
P. Scutari, pictured at right, checks on the replacement patrol cars for county
police with, left to right, Officer Nick Incannella, Sergeant Richard Puschel, and
Union County Police Captains Daniel Vaniska and Thomas Grady.

Union County Freeholder Vice-
Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari has
announced that the purchase of three
replacement patrol cars for county
police is part of the county’s ongoing
policy to ensure that public safety is
maintained.

“The county’s policy of replacing
vehicles on a rotating basis enables
police to maintain public safety while
keeping operating costs within bud-
getary constraints for purchases of
necessary police vehicles,” Mr Scutari
said.

Union County Police Captain
Daniel Vaniska said that it is routine
to replace patrol cars every few years
because the older a car gets, the more
structurally unsound it becomes.

“The cars are almost always run-
ning and they idle a lot, which puts
added wear and tear on the engine,”
he added.

Police mechanics make the deter-
mination to replace the cars, usually
after about three years, when they
have 160,000 miles.

“We have to make sure our force is
operating structurally sound vehicles
for the safety of our officers, as well
as being able to provide the best level
of service to county residents,” Cap-
tain Vaniska said.

There are currently 15 marked
patrol cars, as well as a few un-
marked cars used by the county de-
tective bureau for undercover work
and surveillance.

Literacy Volunteers
To Hold Library Day
Saturday in Westfield
The Union County Affiliate of Lit-

eracy Volunteers of America (LVA)
will hold Literacy Library Day this
Saturday, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, 550 East Broad Street in West-
field.

All interested potential or current
students and tutors are invited to
attend this program. Tutors will be
able to find out what materials are
available to use, or how to solve
problems that they are having.

Potential tutors will have an op-
portunity to find out about the pro-
gram. Interested students may be
assessed if they call the LVA office at
(908) 925-7755 to make an appoint-
ment for that day.


