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Terrill Middle School Pupils Catch
Holiday Spirit as They Prepare
Production, A Christmas Carol

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is only November and already,
the Christmas spirit is stirring at
Terrill Middle School in Scotch
Plains as students anticipate their
holiday performance of A Christ-
mas Carol, scheduled to run Fri-
day, November 2,7 through Sun-
day, December 2,7 at New York�s
Madison Square Garden.

The production, which will pro-
vide 18 shows, including a perfor-
mance on Friday, December 25,
Christmas Day, will also feature
Roger Daltry of The Who.

During a rehearsal on November
5, Mrs. Farrell called her �Broad-

way team� toward the bleachers.
�Do the Broadway smile. Don�t stop
smiling. Hands at your sides,� she
instructed.

The faces of the students became
as bright as Christmas trees, lit up
and ready for the spotlight.

�If you need to breathe, open
your mouths and breathe,� Mrs.
Farrell added.

The children were transformed
into mini-Broadway singers as they
sang, �God Bless Us Everyone.�

Dan Birnmaum, a sixth grade
student at Terrill, told The Westfield
Leader, �I�m excited and kind of
happy� to be in the New York mu-
sical. He added, �Everyone

screamed when we made it,� not-
ing that everyone on the other side
of the school building wanted to
know what all of the excited com-
motion was about.

�Moms are buying lots of tick-
ets,� he concluded.

Abraham Hiatt, another sixth
grade student, stated that he was
�really happy� when he found out
that the choir was accepted for the
musical. He hopes that his stint on
A Christmas Carol will encourage
him to pursue his desire to become
a professional singer.

Sarah Van Wagner, an eighth
grade student, who was also in-
volved in a production of The Wiz-
ard of Oz at Terrill Middle School,
stated that she was also �very ex-
cited� about the upcoming produc-
tion.

Elizabeth Gassler, another eighth
grade student, observed, �It feels
great to be in it (the musical). It�s a
good opportunity.� She was also in
the production of The Wizard of Oz
two years ago.

Andre Glasgow, a seventh grader,
stated, �I�m happy we made it. All
of our hard work paid off.� Andre
said that he hopes to become a
professional singer some day.

During auditions on October 27
in New York City, Andre said that
he was �very nervous� and that he
�kept shaking.� He said he was
worried for two days until the choir
got the good news on October 29
that they were a part of the musical.

The students explained that there
is a chance that the production could
be extended to January 9.

During the show, the students
sing through windows and press but-
tons to light candles in the windows
as they sing along with Scrooge.
They said they sing a song to encour-
age Scrooge to change his life.

When asked about their instruc-
tor, Mrs. Farrell, the students stated,
�She�s a really good teacher. She
shows you how to win. If it wasn�t
for her, we probably wouldn�t have
won.�

Mrs. Farrell most recently served
as Vocal Artist Instructor this past
summer at the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center in Newark. She
added that she holds an extensive
recording background and was a
member of a rock band.

She told The Leader that the stu-
dents take their homework with
them to productions and stay very
quietly backstage before it is time
to take the stage.

The students are a part of a full
choir which was chosen from 12
separate choirs. The students audi-
tioned over the summer to become
a part of the full choir.

�It was very competitive,� the
mini-Broadway vocalists remarked.

County Economy Rides on Better
Transportation, State Legislators

And Business Leaders Agree
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County�s Department of Eco-
nomic Development gathered together
county business leaders and elected
officials, on Monday in Elizabeth, to
chart the economic health of Union
County. This begins the second year
of the department�s initiatives.

With an emphasis on development
of �global� trade for the county
through the Port of Elizabeth and
Newark International Airport, offi-
cials said they are looking to expand
surrounding roads and rail service
and dredge the 40-foot deep harbor to
50 feet.

Chairman of the Union County
Freeholders, Daniel P. Sullivan stated
that, �A great deal of this county�s
economic success is based on its ac-
cess to air, water, rail and road trans-
portation.

�By building on that infrastruc-
ture, you get renewed jobs, new and
exciting business opportunities, a
better quality of life, and additional
tax ratables to this region.�

Overall, business leaders said mov-
ing goods and people in timely, cost-
effective ways is a key to continued
economic growth in the county.

�Transportation is the key,� said
Assemblywoman Rose M. Heck, who
chairs the Light Rail Transit Panel in
the State Assembly.

Assemblywoman Heck played a
major role in developing the Hudson
Bergen Light Rail Transit system for
passenger service.

�Our view is to connect the entire
state,� she said, �you can build it
piece by piece. We can set the pace for
the entire East Coast.�

�Union County has great poten-
tial,� Assemblywoman Heck insisted.

So far, Union County has started
planning a cross county rail link that
will connect Plainfield to Elizabeth,
with stops in between.

Federal Express Managing Direc-
tor William Doherty said FedEx op-
erates its second largest distribution
hub from Newark, employing 3,200
staff, he said.

�This is a labor-intensive indus-
try,� he added, �and we need a short-
term strategy for transportation,
whether it�s express buses or what-
ever.�

William Merrigan, a vice president
with Wakefern Foods Corporation,
agreed that public transportation was
needed for entry-level employees.

�We are the largest employer in
New Jersey,� he said, �with 1,000
employees in Newark and Elizabeth.
There is a real need [for transporta-
tion] at low cost.�

Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage asked for financial support
to complete the Light Rail transit

system for passenger service. He
claimed it would encourage hous-
ing development and improvement
in its wake.

Other growth investment for the
county is the Transportation Devel-
opment District, known as the TDD.
The district is about 15 miles along
Route 1 and 9, marketed as providing
special financing for development.

A Route 82 Corridor Improve-
ment project was the product of a
public and private partnership, in-
cluding a Morris Avenue rail stop.

Former Congressman from the
Eighth District, Robert A. Roe,
highlighted the fact that funding
for solutions to much of the county�s
transportation woes was authorized
in a $151 billion bill he sponsored
in 1991, called the Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Efficiency Act
(ISTEA).

�There is a job to be done. The
money is there. We can�t take 30
years to do it,� Mr. Roe said.

Mr. Roe encouraged environmen-
talists to �help, not hinder� with
solutions for expansion in the
county.

�Of course you�re going to stir up
PCB�s when you dredge the port.
Solve it,� he said.

�Railroads need yard space. Air-
ports are flying warehouses,� he
added.

Congressman Bob Menendez,
from New Jersey�s 13th District,
said the county must �reposition�
its thinking in order to utilize the
advantages of its location. He said
that over the past 10 years, export
trade has risen to $21 billion from
$7.6 billion.

�The county�s vitality is related
to the port,� he claimed.

He cautioned, however, that 200
percent increases in rent by Port
Authority owned properties along
the coast, will botch development.
He said other ports, like Halifax,
are anxious to take business from
the Port of New York and New
Jersey, and may offer sweeter deals
to businesses.

President of IKEA Center Urban
Renewal Inc., Roy Perez-Daple, said
that transportation and retail devel-
opment were definitely �a major
conflict.�

County Manager Michael Lapolla
concluded that, �Union County is
not looking for business as usual.�

He pointed out that the Swiss
company IKEA store in Elizabeth
was built 11 years ago on what was
once a dump surrounded by aban-
doned buildings.

�Thank goodness for IKEA,� he
said.

Mr. Perez-Daple said IKEA has
36,000 customers per week and sales
of $100,000 a week

NJ Prudential Granted
Variance for Ground Floor
Offices on North Ave. Site

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield�s Board of Adjustment
approved, Monday, storefront of-
fice space in the downtown, a sub-
division and a residential deck but
rejected an extension to a deck on
Summit Avenue.

NJ Prudential Realty of 215 North
Avenue sought a use variance to put
business offices on the ground floor.
space Located in the central busi-
ness district of Westfield, ground
floor space � especially with glass
front windows � is limited to re-
tail only, officials explained.

NJ Prudential Realty representa-
tives said they felt the offices would
mean more business to Westfield
merchants from increased activity
at the site.

Opposing NJ Prudential Realty�s
request was Robert Newell, a mem-
ber of the Westfield Planning Board.

�Sales agents coming and going
would create a lot of traffic for the
area,� Mr. Newell said.

The number of on-site parking
spaces was also a consideration,
however, the board approved the
appeal for NJ Prudential Realty.

In a separate application, Michael
Moran asked the board for a subdi-
vision of property he owns at the
corner of Westfield Avenue and First
Street. The property has two houses
on it, which is a violation of town
ordinance.

However, the board noted that

this was a pre-existing condition.
Mr. Moran said he would subdi-

vide the property into two lots and
leave one house on each. Since the
property is in a P-2 Professional
Zone, the Board felt that subdivid-
ing the lot would actually enhance
the property and so the application
was granted by the board.

Donald Fishbein of 314 Scotch
Plains Avenue, previously granted
a variance to build a two-car de-
tached garage on his home with a
non-conforming rear yard setback,
was granted a coverage variance
for an existing deck.

Lot coverage on a home with a
deck cannot exceed 22 percent. The
board approved a variance for Mr.
Fishbein�s deck which is .6 percent
over that limit.

Dani Holder of 1150 Central Av-
enue requested permission for a
circular driveway on her property.
The board approved an increase of
16 feet in width for her driveway.
While the town code usually per-
mits only 10 feet in width, the board
determined that her property ac-
commodates the extra width of the
driveway.

Michael and Mary Lou
Weingarten of 680 Summit Avenue
withdrew their appeal to erect an
extension to existing deck. The new
deck would place the total lot cover-
age at 23.8 percent, or 1.8 percent
over the allowable coverage as re-
quired in the town�s building code.

Sen. DiFrancesco Urges FAA
To Do Live Ocean Routing Test

SCOTCH PLAINS - New Jersey
Coalition Against Aircraft Noise
(NJCAAN) Executive Director
Pamela Barsam-Brown has an-
nounced the endorsement by the
state�s second most powerful official
of the citizen group�s effort to inject
some peace and quiet in northern and
central New Jersey.

Senate President Donald
DiFrancesco, a Scotch Plains resident,
released a copy of a letter he wrote to
Federal Aviation Administration Ad-
ministrator (FAA) Jane Garvey, urg-
ing the agency to conduct a live six-
month test of ocean routing as part of
its efforts to redesign air traffic pat-
terns over northern and central New
Jersey.

Senator DiFrancesco said that the
inclusion of ocean routing in the rede-
sign process was �necessary to pro-
vide New Jerseyans with relief from
the current all-noise, all the-time air
traffic policy.�

�Securing the strong support of
Senate President DiFrancesco is very
valuable and emboldening for our ef-
fort,� said Ms. Barsam-Brown, who
praised the Senator for adding his
important voice in favor of reducing
aircraft noise �after he considered the

issue thoughtfully.�
Ms. Barsam-Brown said the group,

which has members in more than 300
municipalities in northern and central
New Jersey, reached a milestone of
political support this year.

�Developing this powerful consen-
sus has been a marathon effort,� she
said, �and Senator DiFrancesco�s let-
ter highlights effectively the signifi-
cant progress we have made.�

She asserted that, �the Senate
President�s support will have a signifi-
cant impact on the fight to provide
relief to residents throughout northern
and central New Jersey and from the
deafening skies.�

Ms. Barsam-Brown said that Sena-
tor DiFrancesco�s support provides the
group with increased momentum.

�The senator�s endorsement will
help us raise the level of public pres-
sure several decibels as we ratchet up
our lobbying efforts to lower the jet
noise decibels,�

NJCAAN was founded in 1990 �to
combat thunderous noise on the ground
from increased jet traffic in the skies,
which has detrimentally affected the
quality of life for residents in the north-
ern half of the state,� Ms. Brown ex-
plained.


