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MAINTENANCE CODES TO BE REVIEWED

Mountainside Council
Slates Presentations

For Tuesday Meeting
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Various presentations are expected to
take place during the Mountainside Bor-
ough Council�s next regular meeting,
officials revealed during Tuesday
evening�s agenda session.

Among the events scheduled for the
Tuesday, November 24 meeting, begin-
ning at 8 p.m., are an official ribbon
cutting ceremony for the borough�s new
Multi-Purpose Room.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti announced
that the new Multi-Purpose room, lo-
cated in the upper level of Borough Hall,
is now furnished and had already been
used for a preschool Halloween party and
for senior fitness classes.

A presentation will also be made at
next week�s meeting to award $25,000
received through Union County�s �Project
Pocket Park� program to the
Mountainside Board of Education.

Board President Patricia Taeschler and
Chief School Administrator, Dr. Gerard
Schaller were asked to attend this meet-
ing to receive the moneys.

The one-year, dollar-for-dollar match-
ing grant program provided funds to all
21 county municipalities for the purpose
of acquiring or developing park land or
implementing renovations to existing
parks.

Thirdly, Mountainside�s Good Neigh-
bor Award, given annually since 1983 in
honor of longtime resident Mabel Young,
will be presented at next week�s meeting
to former Mountainside Councilman Bart
Barre, in recognition of his longtime
work on behalf of the borough.

In addition to his service on the gov-
erning body, Mr. Barre served on the
Board of Education and is reportedly
very active in his church.

Also, a resolution is expected to be
announced honoring Lew Strohmeyer,
the 1989 recipient of the Mabel Young
Award, for his many years playing Santa
Claus and putting up Christmas lights for
the borough.

Because of illness, Mr. Strohmeyer
will not be able to perform these duties
this holiday season, but he and his wife
have donated $500 to purchase a new

Santa costume, officials revealed.
In other agenda meeting business, the

Mayor asked council members to review
the borough�s current property mainte-
nance codes. He stated that he wanted to
see how these codes could be revised in
order to prevent property owners from
dragging out home improvement projects
so long that they ultimately become eye-
sores to their neighbors.

As an example, Mayor Viglianti told
how the owners of one home decided to
upgrade their kitchen and bathroom, and
left their old commode and other fixtures
and debris in their backyard for an indefi-
nite amount of time.

Questions were raised as to how long
residents were allowed to leave projects
go without work, or how long building
and construction permits are allowed to
run. Council members agreed to discuss
the matter after a complete review of
these policies was completed.

Senator DiFrancesco Returns
Today From Trip to Israel

New Jersey State Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco will return to-
day, Thursday, November 12, from a
trip to Israel where he accompanied
members of the Jewish Federation of
Central Jersey on a fact-finding tour.

The group visited New Jersey�s trade
office in R�anana as well as historical
and cultural sites and government and
educational institutions.

A highlight of the trip was a tour of
the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey�s sister city in Israel, Kadima,
where economic programs have turned
the city from an urban slum into a
�yuppie� haven, according to a spokes-
woman for Senator DiFrancesco.

�New Jersey shares a tremendous
history with Israel both economically
and emotionally,� Senator DiFrancesco
said. �This visit to a country which has
so much in common with our own state
will help shape my perspective on a
number of upcoming economic and edu-
cational issues.�

�More importantly, perhaps, is the
opportunity to observe first-hand the
emotional history and experiences of
the survivors and families of the Holo-
caust,� Senator DiFrancesco stated.

On an economic level, Israel has
become New Jersey�s sixth largest trad-
ing partner since establishment of the
New Jersey Trade and Investment Of-
fice in Israel a few years ago. A visit to
the office in R�anana was the first stop
on the group�s itinerary.

�The New Jersey Israel Commission
has coordinated several trade and in-
vestment missions to Israel, which have
resulted in Israeli companies locating
their operations in our state,� Senator
DiFrancesco said.

�While in Israel, I anticipate that I
will have the opportunity to explore the
potential for more such alliances with
business groups in R�anana,� he added,
prior to leaving on the trip.

During the week-long trip, the group
was also to travel to the Christian Bible
sites of Jerusalem, Nazareth and

Bethlehem; meet with a member of the
Palestinian Authority; visit the site
where Yitshak Rabin was assassinated;
tour Tel Aviv University; visit the Dead
Sea and the Western Wall; tour the
Supreme Court and the Knesset and
pay tribute at Yad Vashem, the memo-
rial to the six million who died in the
Holocaust.

�New Jersey is home to more than
4,000 Holocaust survivors and their
families, which is why our state has the
most comprehensive Holocaust educa-
tion law in the nation,� said Senator
DiFrancesco.

�I look forward to observing and
being part of the culture and heritage of
the people who survived this horrific
event so that I might gain a better un-
derstanding of the suffering they and
their families experienced during the
Holocaust and in the years since then.

�That perspective will help guide
legislative decisions regarding educa-
tion, cultural and economic issues re-
lated to Israel in the future,� he said.

The JFCNJ along with neighboring
federations in New Jersey�s United Jew-
ish Federation, have provided signifi-
cant funding for the economic revital-
ization projects in Israel and the trip
was designed to highlight those projects.

In Kadima, the group will visit a
town that less than a decade ago was
considered �the drug capital of Israel.�
Today, thanks in part to the JFCNJ
Project Renewal, the community has
undergone a tremendous revitalization
and is home to thousands of young
professionals.

�Israel�s urban revitalization program
could hold the answer to some of the
unique problems our older cities in New
Jersey face,� the Senate President said.

Senator DiFrancesco will share his
experiences in Israel with school chil-
dren in his district after his return. All
school children in New Jersey are re-
quired to study the Holocaust under
provisions of a law passed by the Leg-
islature several years ago.

IN APPRECIATION�Union County Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, right, presents
a resolution to Marion Connolly of Westfield, Volunteer Coordinator, and
Bernard Yarusavage of Clark, President, of the Clark Chapter of the American
Association of Retired Persons, for the group�s donation of hand-decorated hats
and gift baskets filled with toiletries to residents of Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berkeley Heights.

Students Raise $1,000
In UNICEF Drive

This Halloween was not just about
candy for the students at McKinley
School. In a school-wide community
service project to �trick-or-treat� for
UNICEF, students learned about
other children around the world who
lack clean drinking water, proper
nutrition, medical and educational
supplies. Over 200 of the 305 stu-
dents at McKinley presented orange

UNICEF boxes to residents as they
rang door bells on Halloween, and
collected $950 from the community.

The Town Bank of Westfield, in a
partnership with McKinley School,
counted the UNICEF coin donations,
and contributed another $50, bring-
ing the total to $1,000. The project
was chaired by fifth grade teacher
Mary Dailey.

Community Groups Honor
Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich

Three community groups recently
honored Union County Sheriff Ralph G.
Froehlich for his support and commit-
ment to people of color at a breakfast in
the Sheriff�s honor held recently at the
Union Baptist Church in Elizabeth.

The Talented Tenth of Elizabeth, an
organization representing minorities in
education, presented the Sheriff with a
plaque thanking him for �the many
years of being involved with the youth
of our community and for having a
positive attitude toward the relation-
ship between law enforcement and com-
munity relations.�

The Urban League of Union County
presented a plaque honoring Sheriff
Froehlich for �years of dedication and
support to the minority community.�
Sheriff Froehlich has been a board
member of the group for many years.

Sheriff Froehlich also was presented
with a montage of photos of the Union
County monuments honoring Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. The plaque is titled
�a tribute to a friend, Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich.�

�For more than 20 years as our Sher-
iff for many years before that as an
Elizabeth police officer, Ralph Froehlich
earned a reputation as someone who is
for, decent and inclusive,� said Free-
holder Mingo.

A native of the City of Elizabeth who
served in the United States Marine
Corps during the Korean War, Sheriff
Froehlich served nearly 20 years on the
city�s police force, attaining the rank of
lieutenant. He was one of the first white

officers in the city to be paired with an
African-American partner.

First elected sheriff in 1977, Mr.
Froehlich is the longest-serving sheriff
in Union County history. He has won a
number of awards and commendations
on the national, state and local levels in
21 years as sheriff.

This year he and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders devel-
oped a system to place Sheriff�s Offic-
ers in charge of prisoner transportation
from municipalities, giving local po-
lice more time on the streets and less
time escorting prisoners. He pioneered
the use of senior identification cards, to
help locate individuals who are easily
disoriented.

�I am fortunate in that I have had the
opportunity to work with some very
dedicated and effective community
groups,� said Sheriff Froehlich. �These
groups recognize that I did not come to
urban communities as an outsider. I
developed relationships with commu-
nity leaders over many years and devel-
oped a reputation for fairness and con-
sciousness.�

Daniel Kelly Graduates
Public Works Program

WESTFIELD � Daniel Kelly, Sr., a
member of Westfield�s Department of
Public Works, will be recognized as a
graduate of the Certified Public Works
Manager Program next Thursday, No-
vember 19, during the 83rd Annual
League of Municipalities Conference in
Atlantic City.

To receive this designation, individu-
als must complete the requirements of an
intensive, 174-hour training program
which is co-sponsored by the Rutgers
University Center for Government Ser-
vices and the Public Works Association
of New Jersey.

The nine-course program includes
training in public works management,
human resource development, technical
operations, computer technology, local
government, municipal budgeting, pur-
chasing, planning, and public relations.

For further information, please call
the Rutgers University Center for Gov-
ernment Services at (732) 932-3640,
Extension No. 626.


