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FRISBEE �
This word etymology should be a

piece of cake, or perhaps it would be
more appropriate to say a piece of
pie. In fact, the Frisbee �, which
many people enjoy throwing to and
fro, was originally designed as a pie
tin. Join us to see how it �took off.�

It all started back in 1871 in Bridge-
port, Connecticut, where brother and
sister team William and Susan Frisbee
started the Frisbee Pie Company.

Susan baked the pies while her
brother, Bill, sold them. In nearby
New Haven, Yale University students
enjoyed eating the Frisbee pies al-
most as much as they did throwing
the tins in which they came. It was
these aerodynamically unique tins
that started the Frisbee � craze.

Meanwhile, in California, Fred
Morrison began manufacturing aero-
dynamic plastic discs which he called
�Flying Saucers.� According to the
World Almanac of Inventions, the
disc really �took off� when the Wham-
O-Manufacturing Company pur-
chased the patents from Morrison.

They renamed their product after
the original pie company but with a
distinctive new spelling - Frisbee �.
Wham-O has sold millions of Frisbees
� since 1957. Just think it all started
as a pie (tin) in the sky.

1 ½ popcorns
Director Edward Zwick�s The Siege

is a murky failure, a rather unhappy,
scattered film with too few good mo-
ments to recommend it.

Set in the present day, the movie�s
title initially refers to a series of Pales-
tinian terrorist bombings that have all
but closed down New York City.

By the time the final reel rolls, the
title cynically alludes to an occupying
military presence as the equally deplor-
able solution. Shades of the Japanese-
American plight during WWII, stadi-
ums are turned into makeshift detention
centers full of Arab-Americans.

Screenwriters Lawrence Wright,
Menno Meyjes and Mr. Zwick attempt
a statement about hate, fear, and racism,
but founder in the very confusion their
inconsistent script creates.

Embodying decency and waxing en-
thusiastic for the American conscience
is Denzel Washington as FBI agent An-
thony Hubbard. A patriot in the old
Hollywood tradition, Mr. Washington�s
special agent never expands beyond two
dimensions.

But his sincere style and established
credibility make his one of the film�s
few acceptable performances, virtually
insulated from the groping wiles of a
script fraught with uncertainty.

But not to worry if you�re hoping for
some irritatingly hazy portrayals.

Annette Bening supplies a lulu as
mysteriously phlegmatic CIA agent,
Elise Kraft. Symptomatic of the film as
a whole, practically all the performances
play on different wavelengths. Ms.
Bening�s character is truly in lalaland.

Thoroughly annoying, if it was the
actress� goal to make her loyalty-ques-
tioned operative a completely distaste-
ful entity, then she is a success. Inform-
ing that her first boyfriend was a Pales-
tinian, the covert hussy relates: �My
father (an American professor who raised
his daughter in the Arab world) says
they seduce you with their suffering.�

The film�s only character with real
pith is Tony Shalhoub (Big Night) as
agent Frank Haddad, Hubbard�s trusty,
right-hand man.

Frank�s allegiance is tested when his
son winds up among the detained. So he
sulks in his ethnic pride and doesn�t
even bother to call in.

Of course, no sooner does that happen
when his services are urgently needed;
a break in the case requires his exper-
tise. Will he come through? The dra-
matically-challenged story plays like a
typical cops �n robbers gambit. It ven-
tures nothing out of the ordinary.

The story�s catastrophic explosions
play to our visceral anxieties with suspi-
cious impetus. And despite the film�s
preachy devotion to truth, justice and
the American way, Arab-Americans are
portrayed with a prepossession Holly-
wood once accorded Native Americans.

There is a halfhearted subtext about
the Arabs wishing the release of master-
mind Sheik Ahmed Bin Talal, but it just
doesn�t wash.

The dastardly doings are the work of
a group of Palestinian thugs who, in the
opening scene, begin the bidding with
the suicide bombing of a bus. They
raise the ante to include a Broadway
theater.

The next day, a panicked America
keeps half its children home from school.
The Arabs turn up the terror with yet

more attacks. Having flushed out sev-
eral hideouts, The FBI is now at a loss
to uncover this last cell of opposition.

There are those like General William
Devereaux (Bruce Willis) who would
confiscate our civil liberties in return
for the illusion of security. Though he
says martial law should be instituted
only as a last resort, when push comes to
shove the fascist can barely disguise his
glee.

Out of his normally glib element,
Willis proves uninteresting as the gung-
ho militarist.

The Siege is as much a poor man�s
treatise on power struggles among the
FBI, the CIA and the military as it is
about Arab terrorism on our shores.
Trying to mix large-scale action with
political philosophy, the effort is in over
its head, taking more than an hour-and-
a-half to theorize what should have been
a given in the opening credits: that
martial law is an expediency as unsa-
vory as the terrifying situation that pre-
cipitates it.

Failing to capture the imagination,
The Siege can hardly lay claim to your
movie-going money.

*  *  *  *  *
The Siege, rated R, is a 20th Century

Fox release directed by Edward Zwick
and stars Denzell Washington, Annette
Bening and Tony Shalhoub. Running
time: 109 minutes.

Editor�s Note: The following, origi-
nally received as a letter-to-the-editor, is
being published as a guest column with
the permission of the author.

*  *  *  *  *

As I reflect upon the obligations that
we all undertake when we choose to
become part of a community, I am con-
tinually driven to the conclusion that the
constituents of working age (in the main
22 to 65), bear a moral obligation for the
well-being of their junior and senior
counterparts.

For a community to thrive and remain
a decent place to raise a family and
eventually retire, the needs and concerns
of our junior and senior citizens must be
addressed in an efficient, caring and
timely fashion, as it matters to them!

On the surface, one may define the
bond as only having an impact upon the
junior members of our community, in
essence our children. I believe however,
that a failure to acknowledge and solve
this immediate problem will result in a
longer-term impact on our community as
a whole, especially our senior citizens.

The Westfield school bond issue will
solve two distinctly separate but equally
important problems. Firstly, there is the
desperate need for repairs and improve-
ments to be made to our community
schools before it becomes too late and
too cost prohibitive to fix anything due to
the increasing state of disrepair.

Secondly, there is the need to accom-
modate the increasing number of chil-
dren enrolling in our schools due to the
changing demographics of the commu-
nity and the success of the school system
itself, which this year ranked 12th in the
state.

To agree with the initial problem one
has only to witness the conditions that
some of our schools are in to vote for
changes to be made. The second problem
of overcrowding is certainly not as clear
cut, as without the advantage of under-

Bond Approval Will Help Repair
Schools While  Accommodating

Student Enrollment Increase
By Stuart M. Williams

standing today�s changing education re-
quirements, many of us may not see the
need for classes of 25 students or less.

After all, many people succeeded very
well in education and life while being
educated in classes of 30 or more.

Let us firstly look at how our children
of special needs are treated today as
opposed to even 15 to 20 years ago. I am
personally delighted to see that both State
and Federal guidelines have begun to
mirror the desires of morally upstanding
community members who want to see
children of special needs receive the
finest education they can.

Furthermore, it is important that those
children not be ostracized from society
by being sent to �different� schools, but
be integrated into the community by at-
tending the same schools as everyone
else.

This is equally important for the chil-
dren who do not require special needs as
it provides for a more cohesive commu-
nity structure plus a better understanding
of other people and life in general. Yes,
this may require the setting aside of
classrooms in our existing schools to
accommodate this need but, in my opin-
ion, so be it.

Twenty years ago, these children would
have been moved to separate schools or
�thrown-in� with everyone else to sink or
swim.

Secondly, our children have more to
learn than we did if they wish to succeed
in their careers and lives. They need to
learn technologies that did not even exist
when we were in school as to be com-
puter illiterate in today�s marketplace is
almost tantamount to being linguisti-
cally illiterate 20 years ago.

They are almost mandated to learn a
foreign language if they are to compete in
today�s global economy as America is no
longer an �island� of self sufficiency and
our children will compete for their ca-
reers with peers from all over the world.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Editor�s Note: The following column
is the second in a four-part series regard-
ing the referendum proposed by the
Westfield Board of Education. Mr. Flast
is a former member of the school board.
In the coming weeks, this newspaper will
be publishing commentaries both in fa-
vor and against the $11.7 million pro-
posed bond referendum which goes be-
fore voters on Tuesday, December 15.

*  *  *  *  *
As stated last week, there are three

reasons for opposing the Board of
Education�s upcoming �all or none� bond
referendum for approximately $12 mil-
lion:

•The new building portion of the bond
proposes a permanent solution to a tem-
porary problem;

•The enrollment projections on which
the bond is based contradict respected
professional sources; and,

•Based on the official class size policy,
there will be little or no need for extra
elementary classrooms.

This week, the first two of the three
reasons are explored.

In 1994, a professional demographic
research consultant, Dr. Sara K.
Weissman, was hired by then Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Mark Smith, to
make projections of future enrollments.

Unfortunately, her final report did not
help build confidence in Dr. Smith�s and
the board�s proposed $7.6 million bond
for 22 new classrooms.

In her report, she said, �Westfield�s
population seems to be following the
national �boom echo� scenario detailed
for the New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion in 1987 by Dr. James Hughes of
Rutgers University. The �bust echo,� pre-
saged by the 11.1 percent drop in 18 to 24
year olds, may already be represented by
the downturn in U.S. births between
1990 and 1993.

Assuming continuing grade stability,
grades 1 to 12, Westfield�s school facili-
ties problem for the next decade will be
how to house a temporary bulge passing
through the schools without creating more
space than will be required in the first

Fixing Short-Term Enrollment
Hike With Long-Term Bond:

Wrong in 1994, Worse in 1998
By Robert H. Flast

decade of the next century.�
If it was a bad idea in 1994 to build a

long-term solution to a short-term prob-
lem, then it is an even worse idea in
1998, when we are four years closer to
the end of the problem.

The enrollment projections on which
this year�s nearly $12 million bond are
based were not prepared by an indepen-
dent professional demographics research
consultant.

The Citizens� Advisory Committee
recruited by the Superintendent and board
to study and hopefully support the bond
referendum published their report in-
cluding data prepared for them by the
Superintendent.

These volunteers deserve a lot of re-
spect for the time and effort that they
contributed to this project. They also
deserved to have a professional and inde-
pendent source of data as the basis for
their analyses and recommendations.

Ironically, Dr. Weissman was given
actual enrollment data each year since
1994 for comparison with her original
forecasts. However, she was never asked
to produce new forecasts for the Citizen�s
Advisory Committee.

Two weeks ago, when questions were
raised about the quality of forecasts pro-
vided to the Citizen�s Advisory Commit-
tee, Dr. Weissman was asked to produce
new forecasts for the next five to 10
years.

Interestingly, her new forecasts, deliv-
ered on November 6, for enrollments
going out to 2003 for the elementary
grades and 2007 for the middle and high
school grades are higher than Dr. Foley�s
projections for the elementary and middle
schools and lower for the high school.

Dr. Weissman acknowledges that
Westfield�s recent birth rates are �con-
trary to the U.S. experience of declining
births since 1990 and suggests that home
resales are to younger families of child
bearing years.�

Nevertheless, she still believes that
this is a temporary though delayed prob-
lem, and that the greater priority should

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Tom Cusimano Offers Special Thanks
For His Recent Election Experience

I would like to congratulate the win-
ners of this year�s town elections �
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, Councilmen
Larry Goldman, Jack Walsh, Jim Gruba,
and newly-elected Councilman Carl
Salisbury.

Having entered the political arena for
the first time, I can honestly appreciate
the time and energy that each one of you
has put into your campaign.

I would like to congratulate Mr.
Goldman and commend him for running
a clean and ethical campaign which fo-
cused on the issues of our town and the
Fourth Ward.

It was my pleasure to run alongside
three outstanding individuals, Council-
woman Gail S. Vernick, Noreen Lund
and Jon Bramnick. The three of you, and
your campaign teams, can be proud of
your hard work and the dedication you
brought to this year�s election.

I would also like to acknowledge the

efforts of my campaign team � Loren
Weinstein, John Caravello and Dan
Biglin. Thank you for the hours of hard
work and for a job well done. I would
like to express my sincere thanks to
Janis Weinstein, who has been a good
mentor and advisor throughout the cam-
paign.

To my family � Debbie, Meghan,
Stephen and Jackie � your patience,
understanding, support, assistance and,
most importantly, your love, means more
to me than I�ll ever be able to express.

Finally, to all my supporters and friends
� thank you for expressing your trust
and confidence in me on Election Day.
Your loyalty and allegiance will never be
forgotten. I will continue to work for you
to make Westfield a wonderful place to
live and raise children.

Tom Cusimano
Republican Candidate

Fourth Ward Town Council

School Bond Can Preserve Tradition
Of Excellence in Our School District

On Tuesday, December 15, Westfield
residents have an opportunity to vote
�Yes� for excellence in our schools.

We know this community places a
high value on quality schools, and this
reputation has been hard-earned over the
year. We are proud to support the well-
conceived bond referendum which will
ensure continued excellence.

A Citizens Advisory Committee, com-
prised of our neighbors and friends, rec-
ommended a bond referendum to ad-
dress some of our district�s more press-
ing needs. These committee members
should be commended for their effort
and time in producing such a thoughtful
proposal.

While our schools are achieving mea-
surable success with our students, they
are doing so in spite of certain inadequa-
cies within our infrastructure. The bond
addresses some of the more critical needs.

For years, our elementary schools have
faced overcrowding. Our children expe-
rienced overcrowding first hand at
Franklin Elementary School. Unfortu-
nately, curriculum has been adversely
impacted, e.g., projects and labs were
reduced in scope or eliminated altogether
due to large class sizes and lack of space.

Since our youngest is currently in the
third grade, we know that the additional
elementary school space will not directly
benefit our family. Yet, we know that the
space is so very important to all the other
children in our town. The additions to
our elementary schools are essential to
continue in our path of excellence.

Our schools are also desperately in
need of some capital improvements. The
six classrooms which will be created at
Westfield High School (WHS) will be
critical to handle the increasing enroll-
ments.

Recently, WHS was named by New
Jersey Monthly as one of the best schools
in the state. To maintain this status we
must invest in the future. Additionally
projects such as bathroom renovations,
window and floor replacements are good
investments.

As we all know as homeowners, it is
critical to keep up with these types of
essential maintenance.

Lastly, the bond addresses district-

wide technology infrastructure needs. In
this age, computer skills are a critical
component of education. This bond will
ensure that Westfield is keeping pace
with the increasing demand for com-
puter literacy.

We don�t think anyone would argue
with the fact that better schools mean
higher property values. Certainly,
Westfielders have enjoyed this benefit
for many, many years.

Our Board of Education has done a
fabulous job over the years of providing
excellence in education for the lowest
price tag possible. This bond maintains
this tradition.

The minimal tax consequences to the
average homeowner of between $18
(1998-1999) to $56 (2003-2004) per year
for the many benefits conferred by the
bond exhibit this fiscally sound approach.

We hope that all residents will use the
next month to learn about the bond and
its significance for our town and, in
particular, our children. We will be vot-
ing yes � we hope you will too.

Richard F. Ricci
Denise Fontana Ricci

Westfield

UNICEF Participants
Thanked for Support
On behalf of the Jefferson Elementary

School Parent-Teacher Organization
(PTO), I wish to thank all area busi-
nesses and residents who participated in
our drive for the United Nations
Children�s Fund (UNICEF).

The United States Committee for
UNICEF helps an estimated seven mil-
lion children in developing countries by
providing nutritious foods and vitamins,
necessary vaccines, and treatment for
illnesses and diseases.

By supporting this important cause,
we teach our children about respect and
compassion for others and help them
develop a sense of civic responsibility.

Thank you for your generous support
and for showing our kids that they can
make a difference.

Maria Vellucci
Westfield

School Board President Observes
Accomplishments of School District

November 15 to 21 marked the 77th
annual observance of American Edu-
cation Week � a time for saluting our
public schools and the people who
work in them.

This year�s celebration is part of a
long tradition that began back in 1921.
Distressed that 25 percent of draftees
in World War I were illiterate, and
that schooling for most youngsters
ended at the eighth grade, the Na-
tional Education Association and the
American Legion created American
Education Week to rally support for
quality public education.

The theme of this year�s celebra-
tion � �teaching children to think and
dream� � reflects the fact that schools
do more than teach basic skills. They
nurture and inspire children. They
help shape young minds and equip

them with a range of skills for the 21st
century.

This June, 98 percent of the senior
class of Westfield High School gradu-
ated, with 94 percent continuing their
education. A total of 98 percent of
these students took the Standard As-
sessment Tests, which is the largest
percentage in recent history.

Test scores at all levels are going
up, as is enrollment. More and more
young families are moving into town,
due in large part to our education
system.

On behalf of the entire Board of
Education, I�d like to express my ap-
preciation to the teachers, students,
parents and the community-at-large
for the cooperative efforts that make
Westfield Public Schools so success-
ful.

Darielle Walsh,
President

Westfield Board of EducationScotch Plains Resident
Salutes Democracy

At long last the democratic pro-
cess is alive and well in Scotch Plains.
Bravo!

Now let us hope the two parties can
work together for the good of the
community.

Dorothy L. McGrath
Scotch Plains

More Letters
On Page 5

Turkey Day Brings With It the Start
Of Shopping, the Rush for Parking

Now that turkey day has arrived, so has the holiday
rush of the shopping season. The game we like to call
�musical parking spaces� will also be starting. This,
of course, is the adult version of the game we all used
to play as kids, only our toys are much bigger now.

This year should be especially busy in downtown
Westfield, where the likes of national retailers Banana
Republic and Williams Sonoma have joined The Gap
and the array of local stores anchored by Lord &
Taylor.

Thus, parking in the immediate downtown area is
expected to be at a premium � even more so than in
past years. Those who �over park� in Westfield are
likely to receive a �courtesy� ticket under a new
program launched this year. The �tickets� will be
placed on windshields of vehicles where time on two-
hour meters has expired.

The courtesy ticket will provide an additional 30
minutes of �free� parking time. Anyone parking over
this time, though, would be open for a parking sum-
mons if the friendly Grinch strolls by.

The courtesy tickets replace the bagging of meters,
which was a tradition in Westfield but discontinued
last year. Officials from the Downtown Westfield
Corporation and the Chamber of Commerce have said
the bagging of meters has not worked because employ-

ees in the downtown park all day. This defeated the
program, which was designed to assist shoppers and
create a regular turnover of spaces.

Neighboring communities such as Scotch Plains,
Mountainside and Fanwood have robust, but smaller
business districts. They are free of meters, and park-
ing is generally less of a problem for holiday shoppers.

We encourage our readers to shop locally in all your
towns whenever possible, to ensure the continued
success of your local retailers and your downtowns.

Keep the spirit of Christmas alive; have fun while
you shop. Be courteous, anticipate and forbear a little
parking competition.

In the spirit of the holidays, we would like to note the
dates and times for municipal tree lighting ceremo-
nies. Westfield�s program is set to begin at 5 p.m. this
Sunday, November 29, in front of the northside park-
ing lot at the train station. Scotch Plains� program is
set for Sunday, December 6, at 5 p.m. on the Village
Green. Fanwood�s holiday celebration, which includes
the tree lighting, will take place near the borough train
station on Sunday, December 13, between 2 and 5
p.m. Mountainside has scheduled its celebration for
Saturday, December 5, at 4:30 p.m., next to the
municipal building on New Providence Road at the
corner of Route No. 22.


