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Community Players
Keep Theater Arts
Alive in Westfield

MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Community Players
(WCP), headquartered at 1000 North
Avenue, West, in Westfield, has pre-
served a legacy of approximately 64
years, providing a variety of commu-
nity theater to lovers of drama, com-
edy, fantasy and other genres.

�We opened in 1934 and we are
one of the oldest operated theaters in
the area,� explained WCP Director
Victor Cenci. �We have always been
in Westfield, we have 150 theater
seatings, and that is what makes us
unique.�

Mr. Cenci said the group includes
several committees comprised of
members who are enthusiastic about
keeping theater and the arts alive in
their communities.

�We can�t run without our volun-
teers. They are the backbone of our
theater,� he stated.

The WCP maintains a Play Read-
ing Committee which is directed by a
chairman or chairwoman each sea-
son. The committee develops poten-
tial play ideas for the theater�s up-
coming season, determines the avail-
ability of rights to the play, resolves
cast and staging size, and recom-
mends the prospective play to the
WCP�s Board of Directors.

Mr. Cenci said the board will cus-
tomarily accept the committee�s rec-
ommendation, but when rights to the
play are withdrawn, a new produc-
tion must be selected.

The WCP also has an Ushering
and Hospitality Committee, which
sells tickets to benefits which support
the theater and arranges refresh-
ments. A Technical Committee per-

forms the physical work of building
sets and moving furniture and props.

Committees also work to solicit
advertisements, work with printers,
and organize playbills.

Production meetings are held to
discuss lighting, set and costume
design for each play. Mr. Cenci stated
that the set is built and decorated,
and everything is installed while the
cast rehearses.

Mr. Cenci added that the WCP
offers an open invitation to senior
citizens in surrounding communi-
ties to attend the play�s dress re-
hearsal. �We get a live audience and
they (senior citizens) get entertain-
ment,� he stated.

The first production of the fall
season this year is Blithe Spirit by
Noel Coward. Mr. Cenci described
the play, about a married man visited
by the loving ghost of his first wife, as
being �chock full of sharp dialogue.�

Blithe Spirit will open this Satur-
day, October 17, at 8 p.m. Additional
performances will be held on Fridays
and Saturdays, October 23, 24, 30
and 31, and November 6 and 7, also
at 8 p.m.

The WCP will present its winter
production, Prelude to a Kiss, during
January of 1999. Mr. Cenci describes
this play as a �fantasy-comedy about
relationships.�

The spring production, Rocket to
the Moon, written by Clifford Odets,
is scheduled for March of 1999. Mr.
Cenci noted that this play is �a straight
drama, is harder hitting, and deals
with love and relationships.�

Run for Your Wife, is the WCP�s
late spring production, and is sched-
uled for May and June of next year.
Mr. Cenci characterized the play,
written by Ray Cooney, as a British
farce featuring fast-paced lines.

According to Cynthia Smith of the
WCP, the theater recently garnered
several nominations and awards. The
theater was nominated by RECT
(Recognition of Excellence in Com-
munity Theater) for set design and
for Lead Performance in a Play by an
Actor.

The WCP also received nomina-
tions from TEAM (Theater Excel-
lence and Merit) of Union County
Community Theaters for Featured
Actor in a Play, Best Props, and Best
Sound.

Awards were presented by ACT
(Achievement in Community The-
ater) to Bobby Selig for Outstanding
Performance by a Featured Actor,
and to Michael Iovino for Outstand-
ing Performance by a Performer in a
Play.

County Turns Back Clock
To Present Four Centuries
Of History Next Weekend

Union County residents and visi-
tors can turn back their clocks in
October to explore �Four Centuries
In a Weekend. A Journey Through
Union County�s History.�

This heritage festival will take
place on Saturday, October 24, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sunday,
October 25, from noon to 5 p.m.

Throughout the weekend, 20 his-
toric sites across the county will
open their doors to the public. Since
several of these sites are opened
infrequently, this is the only chance
during the year to see them all in a
single weekend.

�Children and adults will find
these historic sites educational and
interesting,� said Daniel P.
Sullivan, Chairman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. �This is a great opportunity to
tour some of the county�s most im-
portant historic sites, some dating
back to the 1600s.�

Families and those of all ages are
welcome to come and imagine life
in Union County during its early
colonial settlement days, the times
of Revolutionary turmoil, the Pre-
industrial and Victorian ages and
the dawn of the 20th Century.

�Four Centuries In A Weekend�
is sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the
Department of Economic Develop-
ment, Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, and the participating
historic and cultural sites. Addi-
tional support is provided by a grant
from the New Jersey Historical
Commission.

�This is an opportunity to glimpse
at how early Union County resi-
dents once lived,� added Freeholder
Mary P. Ruotolo, the board�s liai-
son to the Cultural and Heritage
Programs Advisory Board.

�Period rooms in these historic
sites open their doors to reveal
workshops, kitchen and food pan-
tries, charming children�s nurser-
ies as well as collections of tools,

farming implements, vintage cloth-
ing wardrobes and other articles of
everyday living,� said Freeholder
Ruotolo.

Most Union County towns offer
at least one stop on this self-guided
tour. Illustrated brochures with
maps describe the sites.

The stops along the �Four Centu-
ries In A Weekend� tour include:
Littell-Lord Farmstead and The De-
serted Village of Feltville-Glenside
in Berkeley Heights, Dr. William
Robinson Plantation in Clark,
Crane-Philips House in Cranford,
Belcher-Ogden Mansion and Box-
wood Hall in Elizabeth, Evergreen
Cemetery and Woodruff House/
Eaton Store Museum in Hillside,
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House in
Mountainside, The Saltbox Mu-
seum in New Providence, Drake
House Museum in Plainfield, Mer-
chants and Drovers Tavern in
Rahway, Abraham Clark House in
Roselle, the Roselle Park Museum;
Osborn Cannonball House in
Scotch Plains, Cannon Ball House
in Springfield, Carter House and
Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Sum-
mit, Caldwell Parsonage in Union,
and the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum in Westfield.

For your copy of the heritage
festival brochure or to inquire about
assistive services and other activi-
ties, please contact the Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, 07202, or
call (908) 558-2550.

Relay users please call (800) 852-
7899 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m.

WALKING FOR DIABETES...Union County Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, Product Manager for Prandin of Schering-
Plough Corp. Aaron Berg, his daughters Jamie and Kellie, Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel Sullivan and Joanne Caruso wait at the starting line for the Diabetes
Association Walk-A-Thon held in Cranford. Please see a story on Page 18
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Utilities Authority Sets
Next Collection Dates
For Household Waste
The Union County Utilities Au-

thority has announced that there
will be two Household Special
Waste (HSW) Days.

On Saturday, October 24, in
New Providence, there will be
HSW collection and de-manu-
facturing from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

A second collection is sched-
uled for Saturday, November 14,
in Rahway for HSW collection
only.

Please call (732) 382-9400, Ex-
tension No. 48, to register or for
further information regarding
these events.

Mountainside Council
Notes Police Assistance
On Rescue Squad Calls

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At the Mountainside Council work
session on Tuesday night, borough
Police Chief James Debbie, Jr. re-
ported that, �Since September, the
police have assisted the rescue squad
with 24 of their calls.�

The police assistance is part of an
ongoing effort to provide the borough
with adequate emergency coverage
during daytime hours, which has re-
cently proven to be a difficult task.

Since August, Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti, the council and all emer-
gency personnel have met to find so-
lutions to the persistent problem of
having enough daytime volunteers to
man the fire department and rescue
squad.

There are two officers on the police
force who are available to aid the
squad during daytime hours. Officer
Donald Amburg is trained as an Emer-
gency Medical Technician, while Ser-
geant Richard Weigel is a full para-
medic, according to Chief Debbie.

�Also, there is a newly-appointed
Administrative Assistant, Heather
Theissen, who is a trained Emergency
Services Technician, who helps with
the borough�s paperwork but is also
on hand to respond to emergency
calls,� added Borough Administrator
Gregory Bonin.

Councilman Werner C. Schon added
that Mountainside resident Joseph
Chieppa had recently written a letter
to the rescue squad, offering praise for

the very quick and professional treat-
ment he had received on September
23.

In his letter, Mr. Chieppa had stated,
�My wife had hardly hung up the
phone when first the police arrived,
followed by the rescue squad.�

After the meeting, Chief Debbie
added that he would like to see a new
employment rule instated whereby all
police officers would be required to
become full Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians within their first year on the
job.

In other business, a resolution was
passed awarding a contract to Barone
Construction and Equipment of
Kenilworth to reconstruct and repave
an 80-foot section of Locust Avenue,
starting from Route No. 22. The com-
pany is presently doing construction
work at Deerfield School.

A resolution was also passed ap-
proving the purchase of $10,047 worth
of snow removal equipment for the
Public Works Department. Included
among the equipment are storage tanks
and dispensing equipment for sodium
chloride.

Council members additionally dis-
cussed a parking ordinance for Glenn
Road. Chief Debbie recommended to
members of the council that there be
no parking permitted at any time on
the north side of Glenn Road down to
Mill Lane. He reported that this would
alleviate some major traffic jams.

Finally, the council authorized a
surplus auction scheduled for late
November of bicycles, unclaimed pos-
sessions and excess supplies such as
old desks which have accumulated at
the police department.


