
Page 2  Thursday, September 3, 1998 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

GREEL FEST
3X5

I TO EYE
3X6

MERRYL LYNCH
2X9

YOGA
1X3

SCHMEDI
1X4

Local Psychologist is Indicted
On Insurance Fraud Charges

A 50-year-old Westfield psycholo-
gist was indicted August 26 on insur-
ance fraud charges in connection with
a scheme that involved the bilking of
an insurance company.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan said Andrew Cangelosi
has been named in a six-count indict-
ment which alleges theft by decep-
tion of more than $3,000 from the
Prudential Insurance Company, false
swearing in connection with an ad-
ministrative hearing involving his
license to practice, and four counts of
witness tampering.

The last four counts, according to
Assistant Prosecutor Alan Silver, deal

with Cangelosi�s alleged efforts to
get former patients not to testify, or to
testify falsely, about how he was paid
for his services.

Cangelosi, who is currently in the
third year of a five-year suspension
from practice, is charged with sub-
mitting phony insurance claims for
office visits that never occurred, and
with giving false statements to state
investigators when they were check-
ing on his licensing requirements.

The defendant, who faces up to
five years in prison if convicted of the
charges, has appeared with his attor-
ney before Judge Joan Robinson Gross
in Elizabeth, and entered a not guilty
plea to the allegations.

�We charge he was, in essence,
making up visits to a psychology prac-
tice he operated from an office build-
ing on Broad Street in Westfield and
taking the insurance payments for
two different patients,� Mr. Silver said.

Mr. Manahan said the investiga-
tion, conducted by Detective Bridget
Lawrence of the Special Prosecu-
tions Unit, revealed that the alleged
witness tampering took place in 1995
after the state began looking into
Cangelosi�s fitness to practice.

Officials and Residents Confront
Shortage on Mountainside Squad

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not even standing room was available
Monday night during a special meeting
called by Mayor Robert F. Viglianti to
address manpower shortages within the
borough�s emergency service units.

Members of the borough�s police and
fire departments, the rescue squad and the
governing body were joined by a large
turnout of residents concerned with the
future of these services in their community.

According to the Mayor, the meeting
was a work session for members of the
emergency teams to discuss possible so-
lutions to the most urgent problem at
present, which is the lack of daytime
volunteers to man the Mountainside Res-
cue Squad.

At the beginning of the meeting, a
four-page letter was read for members of
the public, to inform residents of the
events which led to the meeting and to
update them on the solutions that are
presently being discussed.

The Mayor stated that because the
meeting was a work session only, it would
not include audience participation.

He also said a letter would be sent to
all Mountainside residents explaining
what the council�s final resolutions were,
as well as the costs involved.

The Mayor initially addressed what he
termed �the least serious matter at this
time, the Fire Department.�

He reported that at present the fire
department has 29 members, noting that,
�even with this low number of members,
the fire department will be able to an-
swer their calls.�

He also stated that, �through the mu-
tual aid agreement with Springfield and
Westfield, Mountainside will not be faced
with any less coverage than we have had
in the past.�

The Mayor also informed the public
that, through meetings with Gary
Cantagallo and Jay Kelk of the
Mountainside Fire Department, there has
been �some valuable insight as to what
may be needed to maintain and increase
the Fire Company�s membership.�

According to Mayor Viglianti, the two
firemen said an increase to the firemen�s
clothing allotment and other incentives
may be what is needed to maintain present
staff and increase enrollment.

The Mayor said that all incentive rec-
ommendations will be discussed well be-
fore the preparation of the 1999 budget.

�For several years, I have indicated
that both volunteer services needed more
members,� stated Mayor Viglianti. �The
ambulances themselves even carried
signs indicating the need for volunteers.�

According to Kit Carson, an active
rescue squad member for many years, the
emergency need for daytime volunteers
came on suddenly after the squad lost a
number of its members.

Mr. Carson explained that one volun-
teer who recently broke her leg but was
scheduled to come back found out she

needed surgery and would be out for six
months instead.

He noted that two additional volunteers
were recently lost when one moved out of
the area and another took a daytime job.

He added that other daytime volun-
teers were college students who would
be returning to class this month.

Mr. Carson also reported that requests
which went out to borough residents in a
newsletter generated one volunteer.

Rescue Squad President Maggi
Benninger stated that a series of three
tapes, which have aired on Channel 35,
was made in an attempt to recruit new
members. She added that to date, six
press releases have also gone out to try
and increase the organization�s ranks.

For several years, the squad has sought
to remedy a lack of coverage by offering
a $35 per call stipend to those Emergency
Medical Service workers who give 12
hours or more of service per week.

According to Mayor Viglianti, �this
has been an internal squad function,
which gets its funding from the council
(which is limited by law), the United
Fund and private donations.�

The Mayor, along with members of the
squad and the council, also created the idea
of having a clothing allowance for mem-
bers who �meet a certain level of service,�
as a way of increasing participation.

Also proposed was the concept of in-
creasing the stipend program to more
volunteers, with a guarantee they would
earn at least minimum wage during a
shift, even if there are no calls received.

Ms. Benninger stated that many of the
college students presently serving on the
squad, who work for paid ambulance
services to help with college costs, said
they would help the borough if a paid
program was in place, and if they could
look into taking night courses or working
shifts during hours not spent in class.

She indicated that there were presently
four or five students who were interested
in this proposed new incentive program.

According to Borough Administrator
Gregory Bonin, meetings are currently
being scheduled with auditors and a la-
bor attorney to find out by law how and if
the incentive programs can be executed.

A proposal was made by Borough Po-
lice Chief James Debbie, Jr. that Officer
Donald Amberg, who is trained as an
emergency medical technician, and Ser-
geant Richard Weigel, who is fully trained
as a paramedic, would also be available
to assist the squad.

The Chief reported that these two of-
ficers would be available on a full-time
basis to help out the squad.

He stated that it would be beneficial to
establish what he described as an Emer-
gency Service Unit, consisting of other
trained police personnel, to offer support
to the rescue squad.

In response to an inquiry by Scott R.
Schmedel of Deer Path as to when public
input would be accepted, Mayor Viglianti
said that once a plan was put into place,

it would be shared with the public and
members of the community would be
given an opportunity to comment.

Borough Attorney, John Post reminded
audience members that the agenda com-
prised a �work session and not a meeting
for public input,� adding that if �we have
a long series of comments, then we will
frustrate the purpose of the meeting.�

Ms. Benninger said residents could
address specific questions concerning the
rescue squad at an Open House which
was scheduled to be held last night,
Wednesday, September 2.

After the meeting, Mr. Schmedel com-
mented that, �we have not seen any pub-
licity, nor have there been any letters to
us, about the squad�s Open House.�

He also stated that the squad �was not
using effective means to get their needs
known.�

Mr. Schmedel commented that he felt
the Mayor was misleading the commu-
nity about the exact status of the volun-
teer situation, adding that he felt the
situation was not as bad as Mr. Viglianti
had described it.

He also charged that the Mayor had
not properly informed Mountainside citi-
zens as to specifics regarding the squad,
such as how many calls go to the Brighton
Gardens assisted living facility and
ManorCare Health Services.

Councilman Ronald W. Romak stated
that all efforts made by the governing
body, Mayor and emergency teams were
done �in the best interest of
Mountainside.�

He added that Mr. Schmedel �would
better serve the borough by working with
those who are trying to remedy the prob-
lem, instead of taking the time just to
criticize.�

He concluded by saying he had served
for 12 years on the rescue squad, and
asked Mr. Schmedel how many years the
latter had served.

The Mayor stated that he felt the emer-
gency services meetings should not be a
political issue.

He said that having been a member of
the squad for 10 years and a Captain for
eight, he feels that �the rescue squad is as
sacred as motherhood and apple pie, and
I get offended when people try to exploit
the squad for political gain.�

He also maintained that �the rescue
squad should never be put into a political
type of position.�

The mayor noted the rescue squad
presently has 16 members and that there
are many legal questions which still need
to be answered concerning an increase in
stipends and hourly wages.

�Unfortunately, we are not the only
town going through this type of crisis,�
he said. �It is a state-wide problem.�

The Mayor added that a fully-paid
service for the borough would cost
$250,000 for Monday through Saturday
coverage from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

He concluded that this proposal was
�not cost or response effective.�

Freeholders Withdraw Ordinance
For Medical Waste Treatment Ctr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders has withdrawn an
ordinance which, if approved, would
have paved the way for construction
of a medical waste treatment center
in the City of Linden.

The proposed $6.5 million, 12,000-
square-foot facility, to be operated by
Earth Care Systems of South
Plainfield, has gained the approval
of the Linden Zoning and Planning
Boards and the City Council, as well
as the Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA).

Stating the board had more ques-
tions concerning the facility, to be
built on Tremley Point Road, Free-
holder Vice Chairman Nicholas P.
Scutari, a Linden resident, withdrew
the ordinance and referred it back to
the utilities authority.

The freeholders must authorize all
new solid waste facilities before they
can begin operating in the county.
The withdrawal of the ordinance will
require that it be reintroduced and
another hearing held by the Free-
holders should the matter come be-
fore the board again.

�We have asked that this go back to
the UCUA. I�m sure they will be
having a number of hearings again,�
said Freeholder Chairman Daniel P.
Sullivan. �There will be another pub-
lic hearing when there is a vote � if
there is a vote.�

Environmentalists showed up in
full force at the meeting to protest the
proposed treatment center. They
voiced concerns that an accident could
result in a spillage of medical waste
and the possible spread of infectious
diseases in the surrounding commu-
nities.

Contrary to this belief, Richard
DeCaprio of Earth Care told The
Westfield Leader and The Times
Monday that the state has very strict
guidelines regarding the transporta-
tion and subsequent treatment of
medical waste.

He said all medical waste must be
double-bagged and boxed before it
can be shipped by state-licensed medi-
cal waste truck operators. The waste,
which is then ground up and chlori-
nated, is turned into a confetti-type
substance which will probably be sent
to a landfill.

�It (medical waste treatment) is
tracked very closely,� Mr. DeCaprio
said.

He said waste will be delivered to
the facility from hospitals, doctors�
and dentists� offices. Much of this
waste currently is sent out of New
Jersey.

Mr. DeCaprio emphasized that the
treated waste will not be sent to the
Rahway garbage incinerator, as some
opponents of the facility had claimed.

Kerri Blanchard, a member of the
Concerned Citizens of Union County,
told the board last Thursday that the
facility will take in 85 percent of all
the medical waste generated in the
state.

She and other environmentalists
cited their concerns over dioxin,

which they claimed will be released
upon incineration of the medical
waste, since plastics would be con-
tained within the waste.

Several speakers charged that the
board was considering the Earth Care
facility in order to guarantee waste
flow into the county incinerator in
Rahway. The UCUA recently signed
a long-term lease on the burner with
Ogden Martin Systems of Union,
Inc., which built the facility, in order
to keep the burner financially afloat.

William T. Fidurski of Clark,
Chairman of the Arthur Kill Coali-
tion and the Clark Environmental
Commission and a retired senior
health investigator for the United
States Public Health Service, said the
facility �in essence is a containment
facility for some of the most carcino-
genic organisms known to man.�

He said there would be a �greater
level of safety� if medical waste con-
taining communicable diseases were
treated at the hospitals where it was
generated.

�As a health professional, this (the
medical waste treatment center)
scares me to death,� he said.

Francis Janusz, a Fourth Ward City
Councilman in Rahway, responded
that trucks heading to the proposed
facility would come through West-
field, Cranford, Linden and Eliza-
beth, as well as the rest of the munici-
palities in the county.

In an effort to persuade the board
not to approve the facility, opponents
of the plan brought along Dr. Peter L.
DeFur, an Affiliate Associate Profes-
sor for the Center for Environmental
Studies at Virginia Commonwealth
University in Richmond, to speak on
their behalf.

Dr. DeFur explained that the medi-
cal waste stream includes food, pa-
per, glass, wooden pallets, comput-
ers, tin cans and aluminum cans �
materials that have been found in red
(medical) bags which are supposed
to contain just infectious medical
waste.

He said recyclable materials must
be separated from actual medical
waste before going through the treat-
ment process.

Mr. DeCaprio said a microbiolo-
gist will be on-site to monitor the
treatment process. He explained that
Earth Care would be the first com-
mercial facility of its kind in the
state.

�Hopefully, if we can bring the
costs down, no one will be incinerat-
ing (medical waste) anymore,� he
said, noting that locally, Rahway
Hospital incinerates its waste on-
site.

In responding to opponents of the
facility, Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.
said he plans to vote his conscience
should the matter come before the
board again.

Freeholder Scutari added that the
board has to decide based on the
testimony given � both pro and con
� whether to approve in the future
the building of the facility.

�We (the board) have to be the
judges of the facts here,� he said.

In passing a resolution favoring
the facility, the Linden City Council
has said it would provide �a substan-
tial beneficial impact upon the City
of Linden� by offering free disposal
of residential medical waste to Lin-
den residents, and payment of a
$750,000 host fee to the city.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution requesting the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey notify the county of its
intent to purchase property in the
county.

The board and county officials have
been critical of the fact that the Au-
thority has tax-exempt status in the
county, and only pays $67,000 in
annual lease payments to the City of
Elizabeth for the 2,000 acres the
facility owns, including a portion of
Newark International Airport and
Port Elizabeth.

The Authority is currently seeking
to purchase another 700 acres for
expansion.

The board also withdrew as the
lead agency in the multi-million dol-
lar Staten Island Railroad Rehabili-
tation project over concerns that the
Freeholders� economic development
goals are being ignored by the rail
companies.


