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Watchung Catch Basins Proposed;
Task Force Report Due Mid-October

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Two alternate sites for storm water
catch basins have been identified in
the Borough of Watchung by the
Green Brook Flood Control Com-
mission Task Force in an 11-page
draft of a report made public last
Thursday. One of the detention ba-
sins is proposed for a northern corner
of Weldon Quarry, and the other is in
the Watchung Mountains gorge along
New Providence Road.

The basins proposed for the gorge

would require the re-routing of New
Providence Road.

The Task Force was charged with
searching for options to two disputed
storm water catch basins proposed
for Union County�s Watchung Res-
ervation as part of a United States
Army Corps of Engineers flood con-
trol project. The action was taken
after United States Senators from
New Jersey Robert Toricelli and
Frank Lautenberg sponsored a bill
that eliminated Federal funding for
the $362 million project in August
1997.

The flood control project, in the
planning since the early 1970s, is
intended to mitigate storm water
flooding downstream from the
Watchung Mountains, in parts of
Union, Somerset and Middlesex
counties. The one-year task force
includes representatives of the com-
munities of Scotch Plains, North
Plainfield and Plainfield, that suffer
periodic flooding during severe
storms. County representatives are
also task force members.

The task force is expected to ap-
prove the revised report pinpointing
two new basin sites on Thursday,
October 15.

A larger gorge basin would detain
storm water in areas both above and
below Valley Road. A smaller or so-
called �modest� gorge basin would
detain flood waters only in the region
below Valley Road.

According to task force member
Joe Skupien, representing Somerset
County, either of the proposed gorge
basins alone would still require at

least a second catch basin, to provide
flood control for downstream com-
munities equivalent to the Army
Corps plan for water detention.

A catch basin carved out of Weldon
Quarry would tie in with the even-
tual closure of the quarry, located in
Watchung.

The quarry basin would be avail-
able in eight years, the task force
said. The entire quarry would be
exhausted and closed within the next
30 to 40 years.

One estimate puts completion for
the entire flood control project by
2011.

Task force members said although
the Watchung Borough officials claim
the closed quarry site could poten-
tially be developed as an industrial
center, others have said it seems un-
likely the Borough could develop a
commercial lot over such a deep,
large hole as the quarry.

Evidently, the task force report
will say that a quarry catch basin
alone could replace the two disputed
storm water catch basins in the Res-
ervation, by holding a greater vol-
ume of storm water than either pro-
posed gorge basin.

An engineer and planner connected
with the project, J.B. Wiley, said
Weldon Quarry owners have not said
they are opposed to the notion of a
catch basin at the site, but neither is
the proposal a done deal.

A Berkeley Heights councilman,
Thomas Battaglia, told the task force
in the public meeting last week, that
he �does not trust what the Commis-

SP-F Fourth Grade Teacher Wins
Computer Grants for Entire Class

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Thanks to the initiative of fourth-
grade teacher Eloise Schundler, the
Howard B. Brunner School in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district will
soon house a prototype classroom
that will integrate computer technol-
ogy into daily class work.

Mrs. Schundler obtained a grant
from the Miles Hodsdon Vernon
Foundation of Sleepy Hollow, New
York, to fund the project. The foun-
dation provides financial support to
activities that benefit children. �Once
completed,� said Brunner�s Interim
Principal Jeffrey Ross, �this will be a
near state-of-the-art facility.� The
former Director of Instructional Tech-
nologies for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools, Mr. Ross indicated that the
prototype classroom and the grant
money behind it fit neatly into the
district�s VISION 21 initiative.

VISION 21 is a program designed
to challenge the school�s professional
staff to meet the needs of students of
the �information age.� The district
seeks corporate partnerships to help
fund the implementation of its tech-

nology plan at the elementary, middle
and high school levels.

The district launched VISION 21
in February 1998 with Lucent Tech-
nologies and the Merck Institute for
Science Education and Prudential.

�We want to make the prototype so
successful that other VISION 21 part-
ners will get interested in setting up
classrooms like it at our other
schools,� explained Mr. Ross, who
complimented Mrs. Schundler for
her initiative in pursuing the grant.

What was originally conceived as
a plan to add three or four computers
for students in her classroom ex-
panded into a request for 20 comput-
ers, desks, a laptop computer and
large-image projector. It also includes
air conditioning to offset the heat
generated by the computers, and car-
peting to absorb the sound.

After Mrs. Schundler won the ini-
tial $40,000 grant, the foundation
invited her to come back for more
funding. Her follow-up grant was
$26,500.

�It was a space problem that caused
the project to expand from what I
originally envisioned,� said Mrs.

Schundler, who has taught at Brunner
for 10 years. �For example, if we
were going to put two children on
one computer, where would the com-
puter go?� Evidently, this led to
considering a need for more com-
puters.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Third �Fanny Wood Day� to Feature
Contests, Exhibits, Outdoor Sales
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

�Fanny Wood� will come home
again this Sunday, September 27, as
borough residents salute their favor-
ite folklore heroine at the annual
festival bearing her name.

Now in its third year, �Fanny Wood
Day� will take place from noon to 5
p.m. along Martine and South Av-
enues in downtown Fanwood, which
will be closed to vehicular traffic for
the duration of the event. The rain
date is the following Sunday, Octo-
ber 4.

Although the mystery remains as
to whether �Fanny Wood� actually
lived, she has come to symbolize the
borough�s historic past and strong
community spirit. The autumn cel-
ebration also spotlights the various
businesses which make up the
borough�s downtown.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly re-
marked last Friday that she is �look-
ing forward to another family fun
event in Fanwood,� adding that the
popular street fair �has given the
community an opportunity to work
with the merchants to provide a day
of enjoyment for residents.�

She noted that the celebration also
serves as an incentive for area resi-
dents to become familiar with
Fanwood�s business district and visit
stores they might not generally pa-
tronize.

As in previous years, local mer-
chants, vendors and craftspeople will
exhibit their wares, including food,
throughout the day at booths and
tables lining the festival streets, ac-
cording to members of the Fanny
Wood Day Committee. Non-profit
organizations are also expected to
have representatives at the event.

Activities for all ages will be pre-

sented throughout the afternoon,
along with several contests, plus vari-
ous educational exhibits. Proceeds
from �Fanny Wood Day� will go
towards purchase of a Victorian street
clock which will be placed in the
downtown to mark the coming mil-
lennium.

Committee member Pamela Sayles
told The Times last week that three
Fanwood banks, including United

National Bank, First Savings Bank
and Statewide Savings Bank, have
each made generous donations to-
ward the clock.

Among the anticipated highlights
of this year�s event are a pie-baking
contest at 12:30 p.m., sponsored by
the Florida Fruit Shoppe; a Little
Miss Fanny Wood Contest at 1:30
p.m., sponsored by Enchantments,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanny Wood Caption
David B. Corbin for The Times

FUN AT THE FAIR�Families enjoy various activities during last year�s
�Fanny Wood Day� celebration. The third annual festival, which honors
Fanwood�s history and community spirit, will take place this Sunday, September
27, from noon to 5 p.m. along Martine and South Avenues. Highlights of the
street fair will include sidewalk sales, food, games and souvenirs, special contests
and educational exhibits.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

GENEALOGY LESSON�Members of the Washington Rock Girl Scout Coun-
cil, pictured above, recently studied their genealogy and learned some local
history during the annual �Summer Girl Scouts� program. Through the
program, scouts explore such topics as wildlife, geology, ecology, women�s
history and outdoor survival, as well as their heritage. The Washington Rock
Council includes the communities of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

SOME KRAMER PARK RESIDENTS RESIST STREET NAME CHANGE

Scotch Plains Looks at Estimated Tab
Of $240,000 for Clean-up From Storm

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

As a result of the Labor Day tor-
nado touchdown in the region, Scotch
Plains residents will be picking up
the tab for at least $240,000 in
township�s clean-up costs from
downed trees and branches, accord-
ing to estimated released Tuesday by
Township Manager Thomas E.
Atikins.

Under an emergency appropria-
tion measure, existing funds will
cover the expense.

�We have some latitude,� Mr.
Atkins said, referring to the avail-
ability of funds for clean-up, �until

we see what funds from state and
Federal sources we receive, because
of this emergency.�

Mr. Atkins noted in a recent letter
to the Township Council that Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) grants would not
be available until early in 1999.

�If we do receive funding, any
revenue can be inserted as an offset
to help reduce the tax burden next
year,� Mr. Atkins stated.

Nearly $100,000 alone is pro-
jected for grinding and dumping the
tree debris collected throughout the
township, according to estimated
figures from Mr. Atkins. A huge

�tub grinder� rents for $4,000 a day,
according to officials. Other equip-
ment purchases and rentals of trucks,
back hoes, and chain saws will run
the township an estimated $60,000.

Another $68,000 is projected in
overtime wages for police and public
works officials.

The volunteer fire department
looked like a winner when Fire Chief
Jonathan Ellis reported to Township
Council members during a public
meeting on Tuesday, that his depart-
ment spent $300 during the storm
emergency period.

In a different matter, some resi-
dents of the Kramer Park manor
neighborhood near Congregation
Beth Israel returned to tell council
members that they objected to as-
pects of the street name change of
Clifford Street to Shalom Way this
past June.

At that time, some residents voiced
objections to the measure, and others
asked for time to discuss the proposal
with the township.

However, when Councilwoman
Irene T. Schmidt made a motion to
indeed table the proposal, she could
not find a second, and the name
change was approved, 4 - 1.

On Tuesday, Councilman Robert
Johnston admitted that, �Maybe the
solution is to leave both names there,�
on the street.

The temple is the only address on
Cliffwood Street and Shalom Way.

Washington Avenue resident Sam
Manigault told the council this week,
�I�m here to talk about
the...mishandling of the re-naming
of Cliffwood Street.� Earlier, Mr.
Manigault submitted a petition with
100 signatures opposed to the mea-
sure and asked the council to rescind
the action.

Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., responded, �We have
not rejected the petition. We are will-
ing to consider what Mr. Manigault
has to say.�

Sheila Manigault explained that a
big part of the issue over the street
renaming, was the process.

�We feel that we were totally ig-
nored. We were not considered.
There�s no doubt it should have been
handled differently,� Mrs. Manigault
said.

Another resident, Michael Green
of Lincoln Avenue, said a follow-up
community meeting after the council
voted to approve the name change
was sparsely attended by residents
because �they just felt like it was no
use � it was a done deal. The process
was unfair.�

Richard Samuel, a member of the
group, suggested the street carry two
names. He said he discussed the issue
with Mr. Manigault earlier, privately.

MAKING CIDER...Among the many demonstrations to be featured during
this Sunday�s Union County Harvest Festival at the Trailside Nature and
Science Museum in Mountainside is apple cider pressing. Pictured during
last year�s event, left to right, are: Joseph Czylek, Kevin Mulroy and
Michael Barone from Boy Scout Troop No. 23 in Elizabeth. Please see story
and more pictures on Page 2.

Jeanne Whitney for The Times
THIS WAY LOOKS GOOD...Kramer Park residents in Scotch Plains and
Township Council members may finally decide to leave two names on this street
in front of Congregation Beth Israel, after temple members asked to re-name it
Shalom Way, and some area residents objected. The temple is the only mailing
address on Cliffwood Street, just off Martine Avenue.

Police Chief
Joins YMCA
Director Bd.
Scotch Plains Chief of Police

Thomas F. O�Brien was recently
elected to the Board of Directors
at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
YMCA on Martine Avenue in the
township. The three-year term is

a volun-
teer posi-
tion.

� T h e
role of a
b o a r d
member
is typi-
cally to
help with
fundraising
and be an
ambassa-
dor of the
�Y,�� ex-

plained Karin Dreixler, Execu-
tive Director of the YMCA.

Chief O�Brien said another
board member asked him about
the position this past spring. �I
said I would be interested in it. I
thought it was nice they asked
me,� he revealed.

Ms. Dreixler confirmed that
there were six openings on the 30-
member board this year. �We have
a nominating committee,� she
said, �and we voted on the board
in May.�

The Chief�s term began this

Chief Thomas O�Brien
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SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

While Mrs. Schundler and her
fourth-grade class will be the pri-
mary users of the computers, it is
possible that other fourth graders
will have an opportunity to take ad-
vantage of this new resource.

Since Mrs. Schundler and her stu-
dents will have computers at their
fingertips all day long, there are end-
less opportunities for word process-
ing and math drill activities. Internet
access, for example, will allow fourth
graders to become more involved in
their study of New Jersey, as pre-
scribed by the state�s core curriculum
standards.

�More applications will become
obvious as we start to use the tech-
nology,� Mrs. Schundler pointed out.
�Perhaps we�ll get into publishing a
newspaper. I�ll see what the kids are
interested in.�

Both teacher and principal see stu-
dents� use of the computers as an
evolutionary process. Mr. Ross ex-
plained how the district is eager to
team up with institutions such as
Fairleigh Dickinson University,
Rutgers University and Montclair
State College to take advantage of
their technological know-how.

�They�re better at research than
we are,� Mr. Ross said. �They can
help troubleshoot and give us direc-
tion in the best way to use the tech-
nology.� He suggested that students
from area colleges and universities
could come into the classroom to
work directly with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood students.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Fourth Grade Teacher
Wins Computer Grants

While Mrs. Schundler originally
hoped to have the prototype class-
room in place before students re-
turned to school this month, the class-
room will not be operational until at
least the end of October.

�It�s actually better this way,� she
admitted. �I can get the class under
control, and establish the rules and
regulations for computer use.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Catch Basins Proposed;
Final Flood Report Due

sion is doing,� apparently referring
to the Flood Control Commission as
a whole. The Flood Control Com-
mission has asked the Federal gov-
ernment to fund flood control mea-
sures after a particularly severe storm
nearly 30 years ago resulted in six
deaths and thousands of dollars worth
of damage. Councilman Battaglia
questioned whether the task force
had considered if the basins were
even necessary.

The Berkeley Heights community
has opposed the two basins pro-
posed for the Reservation by the
Army Corps last year.

Berkeley Heights refused to join
the task force, although Mayor
Daniel A. Palladino, III, met with
its members on one occasion to dis-
cuss flood control options, task force
members said.

The Connell Company, with main
offices in Westfield, also owns com-
mercial property in Berkeley Heights
bordering the two disputed basin
sites. Councilman Battaglia claimed
Connell would file for a reduction
in property taxes if those basins
were to come about, citing a low-
ered property value.

An attorney for Connell has said

and a Beautiful Baby Contest at 2
p.m., sponsored by the Junior
Woman�s Club of Fanwood.

Members of the public will have an
opportunity to vote for the most beau-
tiful baby, at $1 per vote, from among
photographs of youngsters 5 and
under which were previously sub-
mitted. Proceeds will benefit pro-
grams conducted by the Junior
Woman�s Club.

According to Mrs. Sayles, Little
Miss Fanny Wood contestants should
be borough residents between the
ages of 5 and 12. She said entrants
should ideally be dressed as young
Victorian-era girls, and will be asked
a question about Fanwood by the
judges.

Young visitors to �Fanny Wood
Day� will also have an opportunity to
enjoy a moon walk from noon to 5
p.m., balloonamation hats, face paint-
ing and pony rides, all between 1 and
4 p.m., and hay rides for the entire
family from noon to 4 p.m.

Games, photo buttons and other
activities will also be available
throughout the day, according to the
committee.

DJ Nick, making a return engage-
ment to this year�s �Fanny Wood
Day,� will entertain festival-goers
with a mix of oldies and contempo-
rary musical favorites all afternoon,
and will also serve as emcee for the
day by announcing the locations for
special events.

At 1 p.m., a flag-raising ceremony
will be conducted in support of
ongoing efforts to bring the Battle-
ship New Jersey back to the Garden
State.

There will also be a fire safety
exhibit featuring a smoke house dem-
onstration and a fire extinguisher
display, which are designed to edu-
cate adults as well as children.

In addition, Overlook Hospital in
Summit will have its Healthy Av-
enues Van at the festival to provide
individual health risk appraisals and
free diabetes screenings.

Finally, the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad will commemorate its
50th anniversary this year by offer-
ing tours of its new ambulance dur-
ing �Fanny Wood Day.�

New squad equipment and uni-
forms will also be on exhibit, as well
as a collection of historical pictures
highlighting the first half-century of
the organization.

Souvenir �Fanny Wood Day� pro-
grams, listing the day�s itinerary
and other information, along with
advertisements by local merchants,
are available at most Fanwood
stores.

For further information about
the festival or craft vendor appli-
cations, please call Neil Schembre
at (908) 322-6066. Individuals
interested in volunteering at the
event may call Linda Caminiti at
(908) 889-4935.

SP Day/StreetFest �98 Offers
Fun, Festivities for Community

SCOTCH PLAINS � A variety of
special events and activities for all
ages have been planned in Scotch
Plains Towne Centre as part of Scotch
Plains Day/StreetFest �98 on Satur-
day, October 3, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The day�s activities are being or-
ganized by the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association
(SPBPA), the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Commission, the Health De-
partment and the Lions Club.

Ray Pardon, SPBPA President,
said �Scotch Plains Day/StreetFest
�98 is intended to be a celebration to
bring together and recognize the
spirit of the entire community of
Scotch Plains.�

The annual USATF Certified 5-
mile Road Race throughout the town-
ship will begin at 9 a.m. Registration
is $12 prior to tomorrow, Friday,
September 25, and $15 thereafter.
Registration on the day of the race
begins at 7:30 a.m.

Trophies will be awarded and all
race participants will receive a T-
shirt donated by the SPBPA.

Information on the race is avail-
able from the Parks and Recreation
Department at (908) 322-6700, Ex-
tension No. 222.

A Civic Awards Ceremony honor-
ing outstanding citizens will be held
at 10 a.m. with a performance by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Marching Band, followed by the
medal ceremony for the road race
winners. There will also be a public
dedication of the new gazebo on the
Village Green.

The Health Fair will be held from

8 a.m. to noon in the Municipal Build-
ing.

Rabies shots for dogs and cats will
also be available. Vision, hearing,
dental and blood pressure screen-
ings, as well as flu shots, are among
the various services being provided.
In addition, the Lions Club has once
again offered its Eye Mobile for the
event.

A Senior Citizen bus will be avail-
able to transport any senior citizen
who needs a ride to the Health Fair.
Please call the Health Department at
(908) 322-6700 for more informa-
tion.

The Lions Club will hold its an-
nual Giant Flea Market throughout
the day in the Municipal Parking Lot
on Park Avenue starting at 8 a.m.
More than 125 vendors are expected
to participate. For more information
on this event, please call Norm
Bendel at (908) 322-1663.

SPBPA has planned Sidewalk
Sales throughout the Towne Centre.
There will also be musical entertain-
ment on the Village Green featuring
folk/rock singer Jeff Penque, who
has performed at numerous coffee
houses and clubs throughout the state
and in New York.

There will also be pony rides, a
petting zoo, a martial arts demon-
stration by Chun�s Black Belt Acad-
emy, a dance exhibition by The
Moderne Academie of Fine Arts,
and a fashion show organized by
Rosie�s Treasures Boutique and
Look Twice. The weekly Farmers
Market, also organized by the
SPBPA, will be held as usual.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE�George Oberle, center, was recently honored with a
resolution upon his retirement after 19 years as a member of the Scotch Plains
Recreation Commission. Mr. Oberle was recognized for his �dedicated service
to the residents of Scotch Plains,� among others. Flanking him are Scotch Plains
Township Councilwoman Irene T. Schmidt and Ed Zazzali, Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
• Vincent Romeo, 27, of Fanwood

was charged with operating a bicycle
while intoxicated at Midway Avenue
and Tillotson Road, according to po-
lice.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
• A bicycle valued at $100 was re-

ported stolen from a shed on Burns
Way.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
• A shoplifting incident was reported

at a South Avenue supermarket, ac-
cording to police. The suspect, described
as a black male, six feet tall and with a
thin build, was seen leaving the store
carrying two packages of meat, au-
thorities said. He was witnessed enter-
ing a vehicle parked nearby, which then
left the scene.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
• Items were stolen from several

vehicles which were entered after
being left for service at a North Av-
enue business.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
• Marie Goin, 26, of Irvington

was arrested and charged with ob-
struction of administration of the
law after allegedly providing false
identification to police during an
investigation of a motor vehicle stop
on Route No. 22, authorities said.
Goin was also held on outstanding
warrants, according to police.

• A resident of Harwich Court
reported finding a bullet hole in a
window frame. An investigation re-
vealed the projectile came from a
wooded area on the Clark border.
Police believe a .22 caliber rifle round
was accidentally fired in the direc-
tion of the home.

Police issued a reminder to resi-
dents that any firearm discharged
within the township is unlawful, in
addition to being potentially harm-
ful.

• Stefan Gerba, 28, of Colonia
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol
pursuant to a motor vehicle accident
on Clinton Lane, according to po-
lice.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

• Karl Harris, 18, of Somerset was
arrested and charged with sexual
assault on a warrant signed by Detec-
tive William Schultz.

The complaint alleges that Harris
knowingly engaged in sexual activ-
ity with an underage female juvenile.
Bail was set at $10,000. Harris was
transported to the Union County Jail.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
• A business owner in the 1800

block of Route No. 22 reported an
unidentified individual stole several

cartons of cigarettes and fled the
scene in a motor vehicle.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
• Walter Wiggins, 20, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and with underage possession
of alcohol pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop on East Second Street,
authorities said.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
• Several juveniles were taken into

custody for allegedly vandalizing
construction equipment in the area
of Route No. 22 and Willow Avenue,
according to police.

• Police received a report that two
buses in the Park Middle School lot
on Park Avenue were entered over-
night. There was no evidence that
anything was stolen or damaged, law
enforcement officials said.

the water detention basins would
flood portions of the commercial
site.

In contrast, Chairman of the Task
Force and Berkeley Heights resi-
dent Dr. Robert Hlavacek said the
Army Corps indicated the basins
would have no impact on the com-
munities of Watchung and Berkeley
Heights.

U.S. Congressman Bob Franks
brokered a deal last year allowing
construction to begin on other parts
of the flood control project with Fed-
eral funding, while local officials
hammered out an agreement on the
disputed Upper Basin portion in
Union County. The Army Corps got
another $100,000 to rework the catch
basin part of the project.

The Task Force report confirms
that three-quarters of the area that
dumps water into Scotch Plains at
Route 22 during a storm, is in the
Watchung Mountains. This would
indicate a need for water detention
in the mountains.

Task force member Joe Skupien
said if the gorge basins were to
come about, �there�s a potential to
get a better New Providence Road
out of it.�

Accountants Society Offers
Scholarships to Seniors

The New Jersey Society of Certi-
fied Public Accountants (NJSCPA)
offers scholarships annually to New
Jersey high school seniors who in-
tend to major in accounting in col-
lege.

High school recipients are chosen
based upon their overall score on the
NJSCPA�s Scholarship Awards Ex-
amination, which will be adminis-
tered on Saturday and Sunday, No-
vember 21 and 22.

This exam is essentially a measure
of general aptitude skills, and par-

ticipants do not have to be currently
enrolled in an accounting class, ac-
cording to NJSCPA spokeswoman
Jennifer Filoso.

All applications must be post-
marked by Friday, October 23.

Students may obtain more infor-
mation by contacting either their high
school Guidance or Business Depart-
ments, or the NJSCPA Office, 425
Eagle Rock Avenue, Roseland,
07068. The office may be reached by
calling (973) 226-4494, Extension
No. 241.

Macy�s Essay Contest Urges
Pupils to �Follow a Leader�

Macy�s Department Store recently
announced that it is holding a �Fol-
low a Leader� essay contest for stu-
dents in grades four through 12 in
New York and New Jersey. The con-
test began on August 30 and will end
on Saturday, October 3.

Participants are required to choose
one of seven local leaders and submit
a typed or handwritten essay of 300
words or less about why they admire
this leader and how their education
can help them follow in their leader�s
footsteps.

Contest officials have recognized
seven local leaders as topics for the
essay contest.

Dr. Sofia H. Anthony, Director of
Mountainside Family Practice Cen-
ter, was recently recognized as one of
the leaders. Dr. Anthony is an active
member of Westfield�s First United
Methodist Church.

Other leaders being noted are
Elaine C. Harrington, President of
the New Jersey State Conference of
NAACP; Angelo Del Rossi, Presi-
dent and Executive Producer of Pa-
per Mill Playhouse; Craig Shelton,

Executive Chef and Owner of The
Ryland Inn; Jenny DeMonte, Editor
of New Jersey Monthly magazine;
Randall L. Wreghitt, On/Off Broad-
way Producer and Jack Ford, Anchor
of Weekend Today.

The best essay will win a day with
the student�s chosen leader, $1,000
towards their future education and
eligibility to win a $5,000 grand prize
awarded to their school.

Students must obtain an entry form
from the junior�s or young men�s
departments at their local Macy�s
Department Store. to enter the con-
test.

For more information, please con-
tact Nancy Stanford at (212) 494-
1341.

John Vena Promoted
To Associate�s Position

At Schoor DePalma
SCOTCH PLAINS � Schoor

DePalma Engineers and Design Pro-
fessionals recently announced the
promotion of John Vena of Scotch
Plains to the position of Associate.

Mr. Vena has been with the firm
for the past three years as Senior
Project Manager.

He has more than 20 years of expe-
rience in the engineering and con-
struction industry, and holds a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Civil Engi-
neering from the University of Ver-
mont at Burlington.

Based in Manalapan, Schoor
DePalma has seven offices through-
out New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
serving both the private and public
sectors.

Consumers Presented Facts
About Secured Credit Cards

The winter 1998 issue of Consumer
Action News presented the results of a
survey of secured credit cards.

According to Dr. Karen Ensle of
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County, a secured card is a credit
card backed by money that is deposited
and kept in a bank account. The ac-
count serves as security for the card. If
you don�t pay a bill, for example, the
money in your account can be used to
cover the debt.

She noted that all the banks sur-
veyed by Consumer Action, a San Fran-
cisco advocacy group, will accept
people who have no credit history, such
as those with no information on file
with one of the major credit bureaus.

This makes secured cards a viable
option for young adults just entering
the job market, according to Dr. Ensle.
Some cards are easy to get, while oth-
ers have strict guidelines about income
and past credit history, she observed.

Most issuers require that there be no

late payments recorded on an
individual�s credit report in the last six
months, she said.

She noted that many secured cards
are now available without the large, up-
front �application� fees which were typi-
cally required to obtain a card years ago.

Dr. Ensle revealed that secured cards
usually have annual fees. On 17 of the
21 surveyed cards, these fees are $25
or higher. She said many unsecured
cards, on the other hand, have no an-
nual fees.

Interest rates tend to be higher, as
well. About half of the 21 cards sur-
veyed have annual percentage rates
(APRs) of 18 percent and higher, Dr.
Ensle confirmed.

The amount of deposit required of
borrowers varies. Although the typical
minimum deposit is $300 to $500, the
survey found five issuers that required
$250 or less. Most banks allow depos-
its and credit lines up to $5,000, ac-
cording to Dr. Ensle.

She noted that most secured card
issuers surveyed reported payment in-
formation to one or more of the major
credit bureaus, helping card holders
build a credit history.

She suggested that before signing up
for a card, an individual should be
certain that the issuer will not flag the
card as a secured card in its reports to
credit bureaus. This could hinder one�s
efforts to build a good credit history.

Consumer Action noted that secured
credit cards may be a good way to
establish or re-establish credit, but that
they tend to be expensive. Their advice
is to consider secured cards as a �step-
ping stone,� and that an individual
should try to graduate to an unsecured
card as soon as he or she can.

This MONEY 2000 message is spon-
sored by Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County. For further in-
formation about MONEY 2000 and
other education programs offered
through Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion, please call Dr. Ensle at (908)
654-9854.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension pro-
vides information and educational ser-
vices to all people without regard to
sex, race, color, national origin, dis-
ability or handicap, or age.

Joy Aprile Enrolls
At Rosemont College
SCOTCH PLAINS � Joy Aprile

of Scotch Plains has enrolled as a
freshman at Rosemont College in
Rosemont, Pennsylvania, where she
plans to study psychology.

She graduated this year from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
where she was a member of the
marching band and the cheerleading
squad.

IT�S A LOSS...A Pontiac Le Mans is towed away from the intersection of Bartle
Avenue and Forest Road in Scotch Plains after a 17-year old Watchung resident
driving an Audi station wagon ran a stop sign. No one was seriously injured.
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Police Chief
Joins YMCA
Director Bd.

month, she added.
The Executive Director said the

board has eight working committees,
adding that members generally join
two. Committees work in the areas of
membership, fundraising and inter-
national activities, among other
projects, she indicated.

The full board meets once a month,
she said, and committees meet as
needed.

New board members will attend a
kick-off meeting this weekend, ac-
cording to Ms. Dreixler.

The Chief and his family are
YMCA members, and he said he
works out with weights at the center
for one and a half hours at a time.
�Maybe I�ll be the towel boy now,� he
quipped.


