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28 Prospect St • Westfield

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30 • Thurs. to 8

Saturday 10 to 5

(908) 654-3490

Featuring Things Irish, Scottish
and Welsh... Capes, Sweaters,
Scarves, Ties and Hats... Books,
Prints, Tapes and CDs... Silver
and Gold Jewelry... Porcelain &
Crystals... Irish Linen... All
Distinctive and Uniquely Celtic...

Celtic Imports Ltd.Celtic Imports Ltd.Celtic Imports Ltd.Celtic Imports Ltd.Celtic Imports Ltd.CeltiCeltiCeltic Imports Ltd.Celtic Imports Ltd.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERYJUXTAPOSE GALLERYJUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Featuring:
Miniature lithograph of the “Westfield Bandstand”

 By famed artist Ingrid Hunt

58 Elm Street � Westfield, NJ 07090 � (908) 232-3278

ORIGINAL ART
CUSTOM FRAMING

ART CONSULTATION
APPRAISAL & RESTORATION

UNIQUE GIFTS

William A. Burke for This Is Westfield
BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOR...Art Lape, Chairman of the New Jersey state Disaster
Committee; Rick Jurgars, Youth Advisor for Explorer Post No. 321; and Gail P. Moffett,
Executive Director of the local Red Cross Chapter, are shown here reviewing Red Cross
emergency plans.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

By MARIA R. CICCARELLI
Specially Written for This Is Westfield

A small red cross. A tradition in helping those in need around the world.
For 80 years, the Westfield-Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross has

responded to the needs of area residents much as the internationally-used slogan
promises – “during war and peace, when disaster strikes, and every day.”

Although all-encompassing, this slogan does not mention one of the more
important aspects of the Red Cross – volunteerism. Since 1863, American Red
Cross volunteers have dedicated themselves to the study and preparation for

       
action in local emergency and humanitarian situations.

Westfield-Mountainside Chapter Executive Director Gail P. Moffett recalled
her first impressions, as a child, of the Red Cross to which years later she has made
a commitment, an allegiance.

“I still have my Red Cross pin from grammar school,” she said. “I remember
those small, little donation cans that the children would carry to collect
money.”

At that young age, Ms. Moffett could never have imagined the long nights,
endless cups of coffee and effort she would pledge to that pin years later. First,
as a volunteer and later as the Executive Director, a position which she has held
for the last seven years, Ms. Moffett has been a member of this chapter for 19
years.

She began her work with the chapter on one of their most historically distinctive
programs: the American Red Cross Transportation Service. Representing one of
four chapters in the county, a number of Westfield-Mountainside Chapter
volunteers would drive area residents, usually elderly, ill or handicapped persons,
to doctors’ offices, supermarkets or wherever needed.

“We were helping people do things that they might have trouble doing alone,” said
Ms. Moffett.

Thanks to the program’s success, after 17 years in the non-profit sector, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders took notice of the Red Cross efforts and
brought the program into the for-profit arena, providing transportation service
across the area as the Union County Paratransit service system.

Every day, volunteers pledge, act and work to fulfill the mission of the American
Red Cross. In fact, the organization has superseded the average ratio of volunteers
to paid staff for all national charities. There are approximately 50 volunteers to every
paid staff member in the American Red Cross organization nationwide.

Much of this ratio can be attributed to the collaboration of the Red Cross and
other community service groups.

“Volunteers come from everywhere,” explained Ms. Moffett. “We work with a
number of other community groups. We have an Explorer (Post) group in the
process of disaster training, which will help them work to-
wards their eagle badge. We work with the Girl and Boy Scouts,
the ‘Y’ and many day cares. All our programs keep intermin-
gling,” said Ms. Moffett. “It’s easier
to work together.”

Rick Jurgens is a se- nior at Westfield High
School and a new vol- unteer to the Red
Cross. Through the “Perfect Partners”
Red Cross program, Rick will work with
eight other Boy Scouts in Explorer Post No.
321 to learn key procedures and response skills for use in an
emergency. As part of the pro- gram, he will commit one year
of service to the Red Cross.

About this service, Rick said, “I think of it as paying back to the community. If
there is an emergency, whenever needed, we will go.”

Collaboration in action is the key to the chapter’s success. By educating others
in disaster response training and skills, the Red Cross has helped to ensure that
“Help is There” for the people and neighboring communities of Westfield and
Mountainside for 80 years.

The chapter is regularly available to educate children in school-sponsored
programs. Working with the local fire department, the Red Cross has conducted
assemblies on fire safety.

“We teach children to be ready for a house fire,” Ms. Moffett explained. In addition,
the chapter conducts water safety classes for children in local day cares. Using videos
and role-play, the children learn how to play safely in or near a pool.

“It works out real well. The children are like little sponges. Some might think
they’re not absorbing this, but they do,” Ms. Moffett said.

As a result of programs like these, Ms. Moffett said that she feels the overall
response to emergencies has improved drastically.

“It is evident how casualties have reduced, and I like to think that it is because of
education. People are more educated than ever in first aid, CPR (cardiopulmonary
resuscitation) and basic health and safety procedures.”

Basic programs offered through the Red Cross include emergency education, first
aid and CPR; however, the Red Cross can provide a number of distinctive
programs. One of their most unique programs is the Tracing Unit.

Messages to service people or relatives in peace and war can be transferred

Volunteers a Key to Red Cross


