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Editor�s Note
As a special feature to this newspaper, we have invited elected

officials from our Congressional, State, County and Municipal
governments to write guest columns. In addition, our staff �penned�
their own opinions as part of this special section.

Since today�s newspaper is being mailed to all households in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside, as part of our
special School Election Preview Edition, we felt this was a great
opportunity for our officials to reach their constituents. They chose
their topics. Twenty-nine of the 43 elected officials we contacted
submitted columns. We thank them.

The Columns begin on page B-2.

Come Celebrate
Our 60th Anniversary

A lot has changed in sixty years but not the dedication to old-
fashioned service and quality that John, Vinnie and Nick Losavio

still give their customers to this day.

the Metro Stars Soccer team
will be on-hand Saturday, April 17 �Noon � 2pm.

389 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains � (908) 322-7126

�Now In Our 7th Decade of Customer Service�

Sixty Years Ago...
� TV is Introduced at the NY World�s Fair

� Rockefeller Center Opens for business
� FDR is President of the U.S.A.
� The First Passenger Flight
  across the Atlantic is completed
� First baseball game is televised
� John�s meat market opens� John�s meat market opens� John�s meat market opens� John�s meat market opens� John�s meat market opens

Please Join Us
Thurs � Fri � Sat
April 15,  16, 17

389 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains SALESALEUSDA Prime Beef � Dry Aged

Free Range Organic Chicken
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY PRICES

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the personal income tax fil-
ing deadline passing today, probably
you know how much you�ve paid last
year in property taxes. Tax simplifi-
cation has not made filing personal
income statements any easier.

How property taxes work is an
equally obscure, complex subject. It
seems to be little understood (or at
least poorly explained) even by ex-
perts. And it�s a fairly sure bet that
you don�t know how much you will
be paying next year in property taxes.
You just know it is going to go up.

The taxing agencies seem to un-
derstand how their income streams
are satisfied by property taxes. It
increases each year. And the subject
is a �hot potato� and an impassioned
subject. We all want the best and
most of everything.

The homeowners eventually get
the point when they write the check.
But often, property taxes are obscured
in escrow deductions of mortgage
payments. Many homeowners don�t
see their actual property tax bill until
this time of the year in the course of
preparing personal income tax fil-
ings. Then, there�s an �ouch� and a
call to the Mayor.

So, from the taxpayers point of
view, how do property taxes work?
Who is collecting it, who is spending
it and what are the projected amounts
for the future? We�ll attempt to dis-
cuss it here, but don�t think this is the
last word or most authoritative voice
on the subject. This newspaper is
deluged daily with data and press
releases on the subject from govern-
ment and from the schools.

The question is how much real and
valid information do we (and you)
actually receive? Can we (or you)
decipher it? How can you use the data
for making choices?

Demographics, voting choices (by
you and by our officials) and the
configuration of the school systems
are predominant factors that deter-
mine your property tax bill. Our im-
mediate region has basically three
zones as determined by the structure
of the school systems.

One is Westfield (29,000 popula-
tion), another is Scotch Plains and
Fanwood (28,000 population) and
another is Mountainside and Berke-
ley Heights (19,000 population). The
areas are mostly residential, com-
prise about 2.8-2.9 people per house-
hold. About 40 percent of the house-
holds have children in the public
school systems.

Each of the three zones are similar
in demographics; described by things
like median household income,
school system rating, population,
family size, low industrial base and
predominant residential profile. This
is used by the state and federal gov-
ernment to determine aid programs
and grants for the area. In this region�s
case, the demographic profile says
that we�re wealthy. Thus, state and
federal aid values are low. So, we pay
most of our bills by our property
taxes.

After all the dust settles, 60-65
percent of the region�s property taxes
pay for the public schools. The re-
mainder is split about evenly in pay-
ing for municipal and county gov-
ernment. Each of these government
agencies spend the money for gen-
eral operating expenses (the budget),
for capital purchases and for debt
retirement (bond issues). Each can
also spend down (or accumulate) cash
reserves and disperse assets to tem-
porarily adjust tax rates.

Much of what each can or cannot
do is determined by statutes, court
rulings and union contracts. The
County, municipalities and the school
systems operate independently of each
other. The common thread is that
each taxes the homeowner. The mu-
nicipality is obligated to be the tax
collector, and it disperses the funds
to the other groups.

The municipality has no statutory
control of the expenditures of the
others. The school systems are part of
the state; although, most people be-
lieve that the local school system is
theirs.

The Westfield Model
So, public school system expendi-

tures are the largest factors in deter-
mining your homeowner tax bill.
Some examples of how this works
can be drawn from the Westfield
system, which is characteristic for
the rest of the region. Analysis can be
made based on the budget informa-
tion as advertised by the school sys-
tem in this newspaper on March 18.

Last school year (1997-1998), The
Westfield School District �Revenues
From Local Source� (property taxes)
amounted to $44.6 million. This was
reported as $44 million for �General
Fund� and $0.6 million for �Debt
Service.� The Total Expenditures for
the period were $50.2 million.

Given that there are 10,000 house-
holds in Westfield, the average school
tax amount computes to be $4,600
per home. Adding in municipal and

county property taxes at traditional
ratios, the total tax per home com-
putes to be about $6,800.

This school year (1998-1999), the
Westfield School District �Revenues
From Local Source� (property taxes)
projects to be $45.8 million. This
was reported as $45.2 million for
�General Fund� and $0.6 million for
�Debt Service.� The �Total Expendi-
tures� for the period are projected to
be $54.2 million.

Thus, the average school tax
amount computes to be $4,580 per
home. Adding in municipal and
county property taxes at traditional
ratios, the total tax per home com-
putes to be about $7,050.

Next school year (1999-2000), The
Westfield School District �Revenues
From Local Source (property taxes)
projects to be $47.6 million. This
was reported as $46.4 million for
�General Fund� and $1.2 million for
�Debt Service.� The �Total Expendi-
tures� for the period are projected to
be $54.5 million.

Thus, the average school tax
amount computes to be $4,760 per
home. Adding in municipal and
county property taxes at traditional
ratios, the total tax per home com-
putes to be about $7,500.

From a Westfield taxpayer point of
view, his taxes might rise by $500
from the $7,000 figure (about 7 per-
cent). But from the school system
reporting point of view and per stan-
dard reporting methods, the school
budget increase will be 2.8 percent
and under the maximum cap of 3
percent. Also, the taxpayer looks at
the budget of $54.6 million and the
5,053 children in school and con-
cludes that the cost per pupil is
$10,800.

In 1997-1998, the taxpayer would
conclude that the per pupil cost was
$10,560 based on 4,750 students in
the system. In 1998-1999, the tax-
payer would conclude that the per
pupil cost is $11,119 based on 4,878
students. Yet, with the school board
reporting method, the 1999-2000
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is
reported as $8,275.

And the school board boasts that it
has been going down for the last four
years. Who is right, the taxpayer or
the school board? Maybe both may be
right due to the differences in per-
spective.

Note: Included in the reports above,
spending down of the Westfield
school system cash reserves from $3.1
million to $1.5 million is occurring
which effects the analysis (between
now and next year). Also presented
to the public at the latest school board
meeting and with interviews with

this newspaper, the latest budget and
tax proposal will rise by another few
$100,000 compared to that projected
on March 18.

Union County Budget Status
For 1999-2000, the Union County

and the Westfield municipal budgets
have not been finalized yet. So, the
exact property tax upcoming for
Westfield homeowners is not known.
Westfield municipal taxes are planned
for increase by the Town Council.

It is difficult to know what will
happen at the county level as the 9-0
Democratic Freeholder composition
proceeds with matters without public
debate or loyal opposition.

So, although each taxing agency
presents budget data that indicate
that budget increases are being held
down to values less than 3 percent,
computations above indicate that
homeowners are likely to see a rise in
property taxes by about 6 percent in
Westfield for 1999-2000.

These effects are similar for the
other areas of the region. At the end
of the line, the only analysis that�s
important to the taxpayer is �how
much do I owe?�

If the taxpayer has any hope of
understanding this and keeping mat-
ters under control, shouldn�t there be
just one taxing agency or authoriza-
tion for expenditures? Wouldn�t it be
clearer for the taxpayer to approve
just one property tax amount for the
year. Then, let the county, municipal
and school authorities decide how
the pie is divided?

Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights at Governor Livingston

Two hundred students from
Mountainside attend Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights. In a recent arrangement,
Mountainside pays a flat fee of
$12,500 per student by mutual agree-
ment determined by estimates of the
real overall costs including those of
operation and facilities. After a few
years, an accounting experience will
be in place and adjustments will be
made to the fee, if applicable. This
seems like a realistic arrangement.
It�s clear to the taxpayers of
Mountainside and all seem pleased
at this time.

And not discussed is New Provi-
dence (with a population of 11,000).
It has a fine, small school system and
its own town government. Interest-
ingly, most Berkeley Heights stu-
dents must pass through New Provi-
dence heading to the proximity of the
Mountainside border on the way to
the Governor Livingston High School
of Berkeley Heights.
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Every Voice in Education
Matters; Become Active In

School Board Issues

From the Governor’s Desk

Christine Todd Whitman was elected the 50th Governor of New
Jersey in 1993 and reelected in 1997. Governor Whitman is a
former President of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities and
a former Director of the Somerset County Board of Freeholders.
She gained public attention when she nearly upset United States
Senator Bill Bradley in 1990.

By  CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN

The Welfare of Our Children
Is A NJ Legislative Priority

By DONALD T. DIFRANCESCO

Donald T. DiFrancesco, a Scotch Plains resident, is President of
the New Jersey State Senate. He has served in the Legislature since
1976. He has held the post of Senate President since January, 1992.
He represents the 22nd Legislative which includes Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside.

New Jersey today
stands in the midst
of an economic

boom. Unemployment levels and
crime rates are at record-low levels,
and the state budget boasts a $1 bil-
lion surplus.

Times are good in the Garden State,
and the Legislature is continuing to
map a strategy that will improve the
quality-of-life for every New Jersey
citizen as we move into the next
millennium.

While we will certainly continue
to focus on the fiscal and environ-
mental issues important to our citi-
zens, in this last year of the 20th
century, I would like to build a truly
lasting legacy for the 208th Legisla-
ture by making our children�s safety,
welfare and fu-
ture our top pri-
ority.

In New Jer-
sey, any discus-
sion about our
children�s fu-
ture must begin
with the quality
of our schools
and the educa-
tion provided to
our students.
This year�s budget, more so than any
previous spending plan, ensures that
our children have the necessary tools
to prepare themselves for the job
markets of tomorrow.

Total state aid to education amounts
to nearly $6.4 billion, an increase of
$387 million in formula aid.

The state budget also recognizes
that our children need safe, adequate
classrooms in which to learn, and
therefore includes $50 million to be
used to provide debt service aid for
$500 million in bond funds dedi-
cated for an anticipated massive
school construction initiative.

Under this building program, all
school districts would be eligible to
seek 10 percent of their cost of new
construction or improvements to ex-
isting buildings.

There are numerous school dis-
tricts across the state that due to
increased enrollment projections or
deteriorating buildings need to reno-
vate their schools or build new class-
rooms.

This school construction initia-
tive will help our schools literally
rebuild themselves for the new mil-
lennium, and I look forward to craft-
ing a specific spending proposal
along with my colleagues before year
end.

Every year, the Legislature works
hard to provide for our children�s
future. This year, I would like to
make an additional investment in
protecting their future.

In December, I unveiled a $3.5
million initiative designed to com-
bat child abduction, known as
KidTrak. It would equip every po-
lice department in New Jersey with
a high-tech tracking system called
TRAK (Technology to Recover Ab-
ducted Kids).

It�s a chilling fact that 2,300 chil-
dren are being abducted across the
country right now. Remarkably, most
police departments do not have the
necessary tools and equipment to
mount a quick and effective search.

The FBI has stated that the first
two to four hours is crucial in finding
a missing child. That is where TRAK
is so successful. By utilizing a com-
puter, scanner, color printer, modem
and user-friendly software, the po-
lice can quickly create and electroni-
cally distribute color flyers of miss-
ing children to Fax machines in other
police stations, schools, news rooms,
airports, and bus terminals in sec-
onds.

Already implemented in limited
regions of the country, TRAK is a
proven lifesaver. It is time to give
New Jersey the most comprehensive
child-locating system in the nation
by implementing TRAK statewide.

While a missing or abducted child
can be a parent�s worst nightmare,

caring for a
child with a se-
rious illness
without health
insurance can
also be a devas-
tating experi-
ence for par-
ents, emotion-
ally and finan-
cially. That is
why in 1997, I
s p o n s o r e d

KidCare legislation to provide health
insurance to children from working
families who were uninsured.

Since then, there have been many
success stories of families who used
the KidCare program to get their
child medical care that otherwise
would not have been covered. En-
rollment, however, has fallen short
of expectations and the program has
failed to reach all the families who
need assistance.

In order to reach our goal of guar-
anteeing health insurance coverage
for all of the state�s children by the
year 2000, in February I placed a bi-
partisan bill package on the fast-
track to boost enrollment and cut red
tape in the subsidized insurance pro-
gram.

The package would create a part-
nership between KidCare and New
Jersey�s public and private schools,
federally qualified health clinics and
licensed day care centers to help en-
roll eligible children. Children would
be provided with KidCare informa-
tion at these schools, clinics and cen-
ters, and the institutions that assist in
the enrollment process will receive a
$25 grant per family.

Our objective in the Legislature is
to meet our responsibility to address
the needs of every citizen living within
New Jersey�s diverse community.
We�re protecting the environment by
putting a plan in place to preserve
one million acres of open space.

We�re protecting taxpayers by
passing legislation to give working
families a $1 billion property tax
rebate plan, as promised by Gover-
nor Christine Todd Whitman. There
is, however, more work to be done in
order to protect the welfare, safety
and future of the next generation of
citizens.

The Legislature�s commitment to
our children�s education, to their
safety and to their health and welfare
represents our desire to meet our
responsibility to the citizens of to-
morrow.

Legislation Strives to Protect
Kids From Internet Dangers

By BOB FRANKS

Bob Franks of Berkeley Heights has represented the Seventh
Congressional District since 1993 after serving in the State Assem-
bly. The District includes Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside.

The Internet has
opened up an excit-
ing world of discov-

ery for our kids. Today, across
America, more than half the class-
rooms are connected to the Internet
and an estimated 11 to 15 million
children are online. Within seconds,
children can find up-to-date infor-
mation on every conceivable topic
they are studying in school.

But this extraordinarily powerful
learning tool can
also have a dark and
threatening side.
Pedophiles and
other criminals are
using the Internet to
contact our children
in those places
where we want to
believe they are most
secure � in our
homes, our schools
and our libraries.

The reality is that
materials breeding
hate, violence, por-
nography and even
personal danger can be waiting only
a few �clicks� away. Online preda-
tors can pose as children, win the
confidence of a child and then ar-
range a meeting with an unsuspect-
ing victim.

In fact, Cyber Angels, an affiliate
of the Guardian Angels, has docu-
mented more than 17,000 Internet
sites devoted to child pornography
and pedophilia. Moreover, the FBI
reports that pornography sites are
literally the most frequent accessed
sites on the Net.

Despite these concerns, I believe
every child in America should have
access to this amazing learning tool �

provided we take special precautions.
The Children�s Internet Protection

Act, which I am sponsoring, would
require schools and libraries to use
filtering technology if they accept
federal subsidies to connect to the
Internet. Filtering software � which
many parents already have installed
on their home computers � would
keep materials designed only for
adults, out of the reach of our chil-
dren.

The concept
of placing re-
strictions on
the kind of in-
f o r m a t i o n
available to
our children is
not new. For
generations,
schools and li-
braries have
routinely de-
cided what
books are ap-
propriate for
children to
read. My leg-

islation would merely require that
these institutions exercise the same
standard of care when it comes to the
latest advances of me Information
Age.

We wouldn�t allow pornographic
materials on the shelves or our school
libraries. We should make sure our
children aren�t exposed to these same
images when their surfing the net in
the classroom.

While the bill requires schools and
libraries to use blocking technology,
it leaves it up to the local school
district and library board to deter-
mine the type of filtering technology
to use. It�s important that parents and
educators in our local communities
set their own standards.

With schools and libraries lining
up to take advantage of the $1.9
billion in special telecommunications
discounts now available from the fed-
eral government to connect to the
Internet, this legislation is a prudent
and necessary step.

It will ensure that our children can
take advantage of this powerful learn-
ing tool without being assaulted by
materials that are not only inappro-
priate, but dangerous for our chil-
dren.

“The reality is that
materials breeding

hate, violence,
pornography and even
personal danger can
be waiting only a few

“clicks” away.”
– Congressman Franks

I believe strongly
in the power of par-

ticipation. We all have something to
contribute, whether by volunteering
our time, voicing our
opinion, or taking a
leadership role.

I have seen first-
hand how participa-
tion can make a dif-
ference in our
schools.

By including a
wide array of people
in our discussions
about developing a
core curriculum, the State of New
Jersey developed truly rigorous stan-
dards that have broad support and
will make a real difference in our
schools.

More recently, by enlisting par-
ents, teachers, and other citizens will-
ing to participate in a bold venture,
we put in place exciting charter
schools across the state.

From core standards to charter
schools, as we encourage participa-
tion, we bring more perspectives to
bear on the future of our schools.
What�s more, as we bring more people
into the process, we give them more
of a stake in our success � and thus a
greater incentive to care about what
happens in our schools.

On that note, I want to encourage
all New Jerseyans to take part in this
year�s school elections.

We in state government have
worked hard to spark increased, in-
formed participation by providing
the public with unprecedented access
to information. During my term as
Governor, we have re-instituted

school report cards, published a com-
parative spending guide, and required
districts to send sample ballots to
every household each April.

Even with all this
valuable information
readily available, the
disappointing truth is
that the vast majority
of New Jerseyans still
do not cast a vote each
April.

We live in a democ-
racy � a participatory
democracy. It�s a dis-
service to democracy

that so few people take part in school
elections.

Consider what�s at stake. A school
board�s responsibilities are consid-
erable � from hiring superinten-
dents to approving curriculum to
deciding what texts are used in the
classroom.

Beyond the school-book argument
for participation is the pocketbook
one. School budgets make up by far
the largest portion of the property tax
bill � and the only part that comes up
for a direct vote by the public.

An effective school board can have
a dramatic effect on the quality of
education in that community by as-
suring that education dollars are spent
where they belong � in the classroom.

New Jersey deserves the best
schools in the nation. New Jersey
citizens want that. We also want our
property taxes to stay as low as pos-
sible, and to feel confident that our
taxes are being invested wisely.

Get involved. Make your voice
heard. Help bring the public back
into our public schools.

600 North Avenue, East � Westfield � (908) 233-0393www.amtire.com

TIRES
Foreign, Domestic & Light Truck

Free Mounting, Disposal & Lifetime Rotation

SERVICE
State-Of-The-Art Service Center � Brakes � Alignments � Shocks/Struts � Exhausts

Manufacturers Recommended Services (30k/60k/90k) � Oil Changes
NJ State Inspections

SATISFACTION
Free Pickup & Delivery � After Hours Key Drop

Clean, Comfortable Waiting Lounge � All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE
Pick-up &

Drop Off At
 Home, Work

or Train

Mount Saint Mary
Academy

� Exemplary Private School
� Grades 9-12
� Girls/College Prep
� Gifted/Talented Program
� Varsity Sports
� Staffed by Sisters of Mercy

Entrance Testing
Available for

Grades 9, 10 & 11

(908) 757-0108

1645 Highway 22
at Terrill Road

Watchung, New Jersey

A tradition of Excellence...
Meeting the Challenge of Tomorrow

Come discover
the best kept secret!

Nothing beats the comfort and quality of a handmade Shifman
mattress. Only the finest quality cotton felt upholstery is

utilized, and it�s hand-tufted. For maximum comfort each
boxspring is 8-way hand-tied with fine Italian twine.

Save 35-50%

“In New Jersey, any
discussion about our

children’s future must begin
with the quality of our

schools and the education
provided to our students.”

– Senator DiFrancesco

“New Jersey
deserves the best

schools in the
nation.”

– Governor Whitman
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Spending Wisely in Good Economy
Is Best Remedy for New Jerseyans

Identity Theft, Lemon Law For Pets
Just Some Of Areas Addressed by State

Alan M. Augustine has served in the New Jersey State Assembly since 1992. He was Scotch
Plains Mayor in 1979, 1991 and 1996. He served many years as a Township Councilman before
retiring from the governing body in 1996. He represents the 22nd Legislative District which
includes Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside.

Automobile
insurance, en-
ergy deregula-
tion, property
tax reform,

school funding, budget delibera-
tions. These are exceptionally im-
portant issues of debate in Trenton
that require a great deal of attention
and discussion.

While we are preoccupied with
such major topics as these, it is easy
to lose sight of the fact that �life goes
on� and everyday problems are af-
fecting many of my constituents.
These are the events that cause one
to think that there ought to be a law
correcting the problem.

The following bills have been
crafted in response to constituents�
requests in an attempt to improve
their quality of life.

Every day at least 1,000 Ameri-
cans discover that their identities
have been stolen and used fraudu-
lently. All a thief needs is your name
and Social Security number to open
an account. It is a profitable crime -
in 1997, almost $1 billion were lost
nationally due to identity fraud.

Internet services and improve-
ments in telecommunication make
access to information even easier.
For the victim, identity theft can be a
devastating occurrence. I believe we
need to toughen the penalties against
those who commit this crime.

That is why I introduced legisla-
tion, which I expect will be signed
into law by the Governor this month,
that establishes a criminal penalty
for assuming another�s identity for
a fraudulent purpose. The penal-
ties, which range from a disorderly

persons offense up to a crime of
the second degree, are graded ac-
cording to the amount of money
involved.

Far too often, through no fault of
their own, drivers are stopped for
routine reasons only to be told that
they are driving with an invalid
license due to an overdue parking
ticket from as long ago as 10 years.
Most people have no recollection or
proof of having paid or even having
received a parking ticket from pre-
vious years.

There is a statute of limitations on
felonies; I believe it is only fair to
place a statute of limitations on
parking tickets. I sponsored legisla-
tion that gives municipalities three
years to collect unpaid parking tick-
ets. After the three-year period, if
the town has made no effort to

The Legisla-
ture is now in the
process of devel-
oping a state
budget that will
carry New Jer-
sey into the new
millennium.

It will be the
final budget of a

decade that has witnessed successes
and failures based primarily on eco-
nomic and fiscal policies imple-
mented through the annual budget
process.

The decade of the 1990s began
with a budget that needed to address
the unbridled spending policies of
the late 1980s, when the Legislature
spent, rather than saved, the rev-
enues that were generated during a
period of sustained economic growth.

Unfortunately, the remedy in the
1991 state budget was a $2.8 billion
state tax increase that failed miser-
ably and drove the state into the
deepest economic downturn in over
50 years.

In 1992, however, a new fiscal
agenda began for New Jerseyans with
a rollback of the state sales tax from
7 to 6 percent and was followed with
several income tax rate reductions.
In all, 18 tax reductions totaling
more than $5 billion have been in-
cluded in recent budgets.

The fiscal year 2000 budget is the
capstone for a decade that started in
search of a cohesive and sensible
fiscal policy and ending with un-
precedented economic success for
New Jersey. The state is now enjoy-
ing the benefits of a vibrant and
robust economy.

In this past year alone, we have
seen New Jersey�s unemployment
rate plummet to below the national
average and have witnessed state
revenues  grow to record heights.

But we cannot live on our past
economic successes. The proposed
fiscal year 2000 spending plan must
continue to meet our state�s basic
needs and obligations while continu-
ing to provide tax relief for its citi-
zens. This budget, for the first time in
history, will be resuming to taxpayers
the fruits of a successful economic
policy.

Today, Thursday, April 15, Gover-
nor Christine Todd Whitman will
sign legislation establishing a $1 bil-
lion property tax relief program that
will benefit more than 1.9 million
state residents who pay school prop-
erty taxes. This hipbone tax relief
program will be phased in over a five-
year period with the first installment
sent to taxpayers in the fall of this
year.

The spending plan crafted by the
Appropriations Committee will in-
clude the necessary funding to imple-
ment the first year of the New Jersey
School Assessment Valuation Ex-
emption Relief (NJ SAVER) pro-
gram. Budget priorities will be set in
a way to assure homeowners receive
an average rebate check of $120 this
year.

While the Appropriations Com-
mittee funds this extraordinary prop-
erty tax relief plan and other spending
priorities, we must also make certain
a healthy reserve fund is set aside for
future emergencies.

Although New Jersey�s revenue
growth continues to exceed most pro-
jections, we must realize that this
does not give the state a blank check
to increase spending. On the con-
trary, it is imperative that even in
good economic times we continue to
maintain a healthy level of surplus.

Maintaining a strong surplus today
will help prevent program cuts or tax
increases when the economy slows
and state revenues lag.

The Governor presented the Legis-
lature with a $19.1 billion spending
plan that includes a $750 million
balance. While this $750 million sur-
plus may seem like a large amount
and tempt some individuals to spend
more of it, the surplus represents only
3.9 percent of total spending and is
actually low in comparison to other
states. In fact, 35 states have a larger
percentage surplus than New Jersey.

It is critical that we not dip into the
surplus to create new spending ini-
tiatives. Changes to the Governor�s
spending plan should be made only
to strengthen existing programs or to
enhance the surplus.

One area that is in need of close
examination by the Appropriations
Committee is the role that social ser-
vice agencies provide to the state�s
neediest citizens. In each of our three
recent public hearings, we heard tes-
timony from non-profit direct care
service groups. The members of these
organizations contract with the State
to Work with individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities, mental health
problems and children with an unac-
ceptable home life.

During the public hearings, these
expressed their concern with salary
levels for non-state direct care work-
ers. These care givers provide a

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-8

By ALAN M. AUGUSTINEBy RICHARD H. BAGGER

Richard H. Bagger of Westfield has represented the 22nd District in the New Jersey State Assembly since
1992. He was Mayor of Westfield in 1991, an elected position, after serving six years on the Town Council.
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If The United States is Envy of the World,
Why Do Americans Have Little Savings?

Looking for Ways to Save? Hiking Earnings
Is No Joking Matter During Tax Season

By THOMAS C. JARDIM

In his second
State of the
Union address,
John Kennedy
left us with good
advice for pros-
perous tunes:
�Pleasant as it is
to bask in the
warmth of recov-

ery � the time to repair the roof is
when the sun is shining.� Now, with
the economy strong, is a good time
for Americans to be building up their
savings.

Unfortunately, they aren�t.
America�s economy remains the
envy of the world. The United States
has the first federal budget surplus
in 30 years, unemployment is down
and the stock market is up, but
there are troubling signs on the
horizon.

Manufacturing activity slowed
in December for the seventh
straight month, dropping to its low-
est level in almost eight years as
global economic problems contin-
ued to hinder exports. At the same
time, personal savings is at De-
pression-era lows.

The nation is experiencing a sav-
ings and retirement crisis that re-
quires immediate bipartisan atten-
tion. One-third of Americans have
no savings at all, and the next third
have less than $3,000 in savings.

Although the baby-boom genera-
tion has contributed to the explosion
of people investing in securities, only
two in five baby-boomers will have
enough savings to maintain their
current standard of living when they
begin to retire in 2011.

Sustained economic growth is di-

rectly connected to savings and invest-
ments. In 1992, the personal savings
rate stood at 5.7 percent and has plum-
meted since, to the point where re-
cently it dropped into the negatives for
the first time since 1933! In other
words, this means Americans will be
spending not only everything they earn,
but even what they have yet to earn.

While working toward a biparti-
san solution regarding Social Secu-
rity, Congress and the President must
also work to provide other important
options for retirement savings. The
best way to continue growing the

economy is to return a portion of the
surplus to the taxpayers who created
it while providing incentives for them
to save for their retirement.

I have introduced a plan with mod-
est, simple tax reforms that would
encourage savings, and investment
while putting Americans on a path to
retirement security.

This �Small Savers� proposal
would reduce the overall tax burden
by taxing more income at a lower
rate. This would include over seven

Thomas C. Jardim was elected Mayor of Westfield in 1996 and again in 1998.

Given the
stress and per-
haps the anger
that the subject
can cause, I
suppose any
article about
taxes should
start out with
a good joke. So

here goes�
Two IRS agents died and arrived

at the pearly gates. Just ahead of
them were two clergy, but St. Peter
motioned them aside and took the
IRS agents into heaven at once.
�Why them ahead of us?� the sur-
prised religious leaders asked.
�Haven�t we done everything pos-
sible to spread the good word?�
�Yes,� said St. Peter, �but those two
IRS agents scared the Hell out of
more people than you ever did.�

It�s okay if you didn�t laugh. At
this time of year, with tax day fast
approaching, very few of us find
much humor in the amount of our
hard-earned money that goes to the
government. (Of course, as one IRS
auditor once remarked, �The trick
is to stop thinking of it as �your�
money.�)

Perhaps the most difficult part of
paying the tax bill is trying to fig-
ure out where all that money goes
and whether it�s being well-spent.

In municipal government, the
level of government closest to the
people, it is relatively easier to see
what you get for your tax dollars.
This year�s municipal budget is a
case in point.

In the 1999 municipal budget,
there is $214,500 in new spending,

including $12,500 to improve pro-
gramming on TV-36, Westfield�s
community access channel; $14,000
to open the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Sundays; $3,600 to hold

Westfield Municipal Court at night
twice per month; $25,000 for addi-
tional Building Permit personnel;
$5,500 to improve the town�s website;
$15,000 to increase enforcement of
pedestrian safety laws; $50,000 to
initiate a jitney service for commut-
ers; $26,400 to hire a company to
locate state and Federal grants avail-
able to Westfield; $37,500 to im-
prove the parking enforcement sys-
tem in our central business district;
and $25,000 to pay for additional
Public Works personnel.

Obviously, these items cost money,
but they are items Westfielders have
asked for and which, I believe, will
make our community a better place.

Not all new budget items are as
welcome, however.

For example, our required contri-
bution to the Rahway Valley Sewage
Authority rose $54,142 in 1999, while
the cost of health insurance premi-
ums rose by $115,000. Our State Aid,
which I define here as the total amount
of money paid to or taken from West-
field by the State, actually decreased
by $56,789 in 1999. Additionally,
the non-State reimbursed portion of
the 1998 Labor Day Storm totals

million Americans who will be re-
turned to the lowest (15 percent) tax
bracket. Too many middle class fami-
lies have been squeezed to the point
where they live paycheck-to-paycheck
without the option of saving for the
future - largely because rapidly ris-
ing incomes have pushed them into
higher tax brackets.

Secondly, the plan would exclude
the first $500 in dividend and in-
terest income from taxes ($250 for
single filers). This exclusion will
help simplify taxes, and in effect
make a family�s $100,000 savings

account tax-tree. In addition, for
those who receive dividend
checks, the Small Savers Plan
would make $500 in dividend
income from stocks or mutual
funds tax-free.

Third, the proposal would ex-
empt the first $5,000 in long-term
capital gains from taxes for low-
and middle-income investors.
This would increase investment
by encouraging low- and middle-
class workers to invest in their
future and older Americans, who
are the largest segment of our
population realizing capital gains,
would see the real value of their

retirement savings increase.
It is estimated that this will elimi-

nate capital gains two-thirds of fami-
lies reporting such gains � over 10
million Americans.

Finally, the plan will increase tra-
ditional IRA deductible to $3,000.
The deductible has not been increased
since 1981 and if indexed for infla-
tion, the limit would be approxi-
mately $3,900.

The nation faces many challenges
in the years ahead. None is more
important than sustaining economic
growth and ensuring our retirement
security. The Small Savers Plan is a
modest and progressive step to begin
shoring up personal savings while
keeping the United States on the path
of long-term economic health.

“Obviously, these items
cost money, but they are
items Westfielders have

asked for and which,
I believe, will make
our community a

better place.”
                  – Mayor Jardim

$108,000.
All tolled, these forced spending

increases, totaling $333,931, and the
$214,500 in new programs and per-
sonnel, added $548,431 to the 1999
municipal budget. Offsetting these
increases are additional 1999 rev-
enue from investments, fees, licenses,
etc. totaling approximately $100,000.

Of course, I don�t want to oversim-
plify a very complex municipal bud-
get.

The increased costs above do not
include increases in salaries for our
nearly 200 municipal employees. At
an average increased salary of ap-
proximately 4 percent, the total in-
crease in municipal employee sala-
ries over 1998 adds $459,671 to our
1999 municipal budget.

The outline above also does not
include increased revenue from reas-
sessing improved properties, and it
does not reflect savings in personnel
costs as a result of the retirement of
higher salaried personnel.

But the point is this: this year�s
municipal budget contains a three
point tax increase, meaning that the
average homeowner will be paying
an additional $51 to the municipal-
ity.

I have no desire to charge West-
field� taxpayers, including myself,
an additional $51 over last year. But,
assuming that we all want municipal
services to improve, there are really
only two ways to prevent a tax in-
crease: you can either increase the
amount of revenue that does not come
from taxes, or you can cut spending
to levels equal or close to that of the
previous year.

In my three years as mayor, I have
argued, largely unsuccessfully as it turns
out, that we need to do both. I am
hopeful that in future budget years,
those of us elected to serve the people of
Westfield will look at meaningful ways
to both save, and earn, more money to
support the municipal budget.

From the Desk of the Westfield Mayor
By ROBERT G. TORRICELLI

Robert G. Torricelli was elected United States Senator from New Jersey in1996. The Englewood resident was elected to the
House of Representatives from the Ninth Congressional District in 1982.

“The nation faces many
challenges in the years
ahead. None is more

important than sustaining
economic

growth and ensuring our
retirement security.”

– Senator Torricelli
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Opening April 12

Integrated Chiropractic

A. Michael Nemeth
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Longer Terms for Mayor,
Town Council Would Lead

To Common Bi-Partisan Goals
Lawrence A. Goldman was elected to the Westfield Town

Council, representing the Fourth Ward on the south side of town,
in 1996 and reelected in 1998. He chairs the Laws and Rules
Committee.

The members
of the Town Coun-
cil share common
goals: providing
maximum ser-
vices for mini-

mum taxes; continuing rejuvenation
of the Downtown; solving the park-
ing problem; improving public safety;
and repairing our infrastructure.

We profess a common motive of
governing responsibly to improve the
quality of life in Westfield. We share
the frustration of the roadblocks to
results.

If we emphasize the business of
government and de-emphasize the
business of elections, our goals will
easier to obtain. In this regard, I am
advocating an amendment to
Westfield�s Town Charter to provide
for local elections every two years
instead of every year.

Until recently, contested local elec-
tions were rare. Westfield was per-
ceived as a one-party town. Many
individuals served as Councilmen or
Councilwomen for numerous years
without ever confronting an election
opponent. Individuals became Mayor
or Council members because it was
their �turn,� and not on the basis of
their ideas or the impression made
during a door-to-door campaign.

However, the last three mayoral
elections have been contested, and
contested elections for Town Council
have occurred with greater frequency.
Candidates are being forced to ad-
dress the issues and campaign for the
privilege of holding office. The Mayor
and Council members are being
forced to be more attentive to the
concerns of their constituents.

This is good. Contested elections
bring about new ideas. Two-party
government has fostered greater ac-
countability to the voters.

But there has been a downside.
Never before have the residents of
this town seen the business of gov-

erning be overshadowed with such
frequency by election politics.

Under our Town Charter, the Mayor
is elected at large for a two-year term.
The Town Council is comprised of
two members from each of four wards,
serving alternating terms of two years.
Every year is election year in
Westfield.

I believe that we should amend the
Town Charter because:

Yearly elections foster partisan
positioning and sacrifice good gov-
ernment and policy development.

Yearly elections make long-range
planning difficult.

The possibility of an annual
change in Council membership im-
pedes the development of working
relationships.

Annually, for several months,
Council members focus on election-
related matters rather than issues
before the governing body, or politi-
cize such issues.

Despite Westfield�s spirit of
volunteerism, the short terms coupled
with partisan elections, and the time
and expense of campaigns, discour-
age qualified candidates from com-
ing forward.

Amending our Town Charter is
difficult, because it is a creature of
special State Legislation. An amend-
ment would require a petition by the
Town Council to the State Legisla-
ture. A two-thirds majority in both
Houses would have to approve the
amendment by new special legisla-
tion, and the Governor would have to
sign the law.

Finally, the special legislation would
have to be adopted by ordinance of the
Town Council or approved by
Westfield voters in a referendum.

A Charter amendment to change
term lengths requires bi-partisan sup-
port. I believe that the change would
aide the pursuit of bi-partisan com-
mon goals. I hope that my colleagues
agree.

User Fees Would Help Town
Maintain Fields in Systematic

Manner to Benefit Us All
John J. Walsh represents the Third Ward on the Westfield

Town Council on the south side of the town. He was elected in
1996 and reelected in 1998.

Public Safety a Top Agenda
Item in 1999 for Westfield

By NEIL F. SULLIVAN, Jr.

Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. was appointed to the Westfield Town
Council in 1995 from the Third Ward on the south side of town
to fill an unexpired term. He was elected later that year and
again in 1997.

More than
anything else in
our town, public
safety is a com-
munity effort. As
Public Safety

Committee Chairman, our agenda in
1999 is dedicated to leading those
community efforts and achieving
measurable results in improving the
quality of life in town.

A program of education, enforce-
ment, and engineering will reduce
speeds on our neighborhood streets
and make it safer for pedestrian and
bicycle traffic.

Last month, our police department,
increased their education and out-
reach efforts through the schools and
downtown businesses, and distrib-
uted safety tips and reminders about
pedestrian safety.

In addition, a second speed trailer,
which measures and displays the
speed of approaching vehicles is now
in service. The trailers provide feed-
back to drivers, who frequently do
not realize they are exceeding the 25-
mile per hour limit.

Research shows that local resi-
dents in any community often unin-
tentionally exceed the speed limit
because they feel familiar and com-
fortable with frequently-traveled
routes. Speeding makes little, if any
difference in the total time it takes to
make a trip. It can, however, make a
substantial difference in a driver�s
ability to react to an unexpected event,
such as a child darting out into traf-
fic, or even a pedestrian stepping into
a crosswalk.

In the half second it takes to react
to a child darting out into traffic, a
car traveling 25 miles per hour moves
18 feet. The same car driving 40
miles per hour goes over 29 feet.
Even if the faster car can stop in the
same distance by slamming on the
brakes, the 11 feet may mean the
difference between tragedy and a close
call.

In addition to efforts to educate
drivers and pedestrians on safer be-
haviors, our police have increased
resources for additional enforcement
of traffic laws.

Under the leadership of Chief An-
thony J. Scutti and our police depart-
ment, we launched a dedicated Se-
lective Traffic Enforcement Program
(STEP) six weeks ago. Based on in-
put from the BRAKES group and
other community organizations, ar-
eas in need of increased traffic en-
forcement will be monitored by a
dedicated team of police officers.

An innovative new warning sys-
tem will accompany the increased
number of traffic stops. Officers will
have the discretion to give a traffic
violation warning which will be re-
corded in the police records. Receipt
of a second warning in 60 days will
result in a summons.

Some of our speeding problems
and pedestrian safety efforts will be
mitigated through the third �E� -

engineering, or redesign of our roads
and traffic patterns, and/or improved
lighting.

A state-funded study is underway
in Westfield in which professional
traffic engineers are evaluating our
efforts in maintaining safe crosswalks
in our downtown and in our school
crossings. Additionally, this year we
will implement two pilot programs
of �traffic calming� as a first step to
slowing down the �speed epidemic�
which affects our neighborhood
streets.

Working with PSE&G, the town
will improve visibility with extra
lighting on East Broad Street near
Temple Emanu-El and the Westfield
Memorial Library, two areas with
heavy pedestrian traffic.

In addition, I recently announced a
new program �Lights On,� in which
the town will monitor the perfor-
mance of PSE&G in maintaining our
existing street lights, and recommend
locations for improved or new light-
ing.

An e-mail address, lights@email.
com, has been established for this
purpose. Your suggestion for loca-
tions or where you have noticed
burned out bulbs may be phoned in to
(908) 789-4040 or Faxed to (908)
233-3077.

With your help, and the help of the
entire Westfield community, we will
all enjoy a safer Westfield.

Westfield Set to Offer More
Town Services This Year

By MATTHEW P. ALBANO

Matthew P. Albano was elected to the Westfield Town
Council from the Second Ward on the north side of town in
1995. He was reelected in 1997.

While politics
and scandal have
recently domi-
nated the Federal
government�s
agenda, the
Westfield Town
Council has

worked hard to ensure that effective
public service always comes before
political agendas.

In reaching our goals, whether it
be for traffic safety, clean streets,
economic development, or park im-
provements, we have always been the
most successful when putting aside
our political differences and placing
our constituents before politics.

This year, Westfield became one of
the first communities in the state to
pass a Common Cause ordinance

banning the use of government build-
ings and equipment for political
fundraising. We took this step to
avoid any conflict that may arise
between political fundraising and the

Cleaner Streets, Improvements
Will Enhance Quality of Life

For Westfield Residents

Keeping our
streets clean is an
essential compo-
nent of the West-
field Town

Council�s strategy of improving the
quality of life for local citizens.

As Chairman of the Solid Waste
Committee, I�m pleased that this year
Westfield will have a state-of-the art
sidewalk sweeper at its disposal to
clear litter and debris from our roads.
Made available through the Clean
Communities program, the sweeper,
technically known as the �Blue Ma-
chine Sidewalk Cleaning Equipment,�
will not cost any local tax dollars at all.

We�re conscious of our image as a
family town, with a vibrant downtown
center that attracts people from all over
the county to sample our stores, restau-
rants and theater. My Council colleagues
and I are proud of the quality of our town,
as are Westfield�s taxpayers. Our com-
munity deserves clean streets and a down-
town center worthy of its residents.

As such, I have proposed an alter-
nate system of parking in the down-
town parking lots in order to ensure
that they are adequately cleaned, and
have recommended long-needed im-
provements in Brightwood Park, which
includes a thorough removal of trash
and debris in order to return the park to
its natural setting.

The town�s Adopt-A-Park program,

which includes �Friends of Brightwood
Park,� will spearhead the effort to keep
our parks clean for our families to
enjoy.

Hand-in-hand with clean streets go
safe sidewalks. I�m pleased that there
is money in this year�s capital plan to
implement a sidewalk repair program.
Old sidewalks, or those damaged or
uplifted by tree roots can pose signifi-
cant safety hazards to pedestrians, yet
the cost of repair can also be prohibi-
tive to the homeowner.

The sidewalk repair program would
be designed to encourage homeowners
to repair dangerous sidewalks by help-
ing them to more easily manage the
high cost of repairs. The details of how
the repair program would work have
yet to be worked-out, but whatever its
specifics, it is sure to be mutually ben-
eficial to the town and to the home-
owner.

Signs of our business-friendly and
family-friendly image are everywhere
around town � literally. As a member
of Westfield�s Special Improvement
District (SID), I was privileged to be
able to work with my colleagues to
outfit the town�s street corners with
new street signs. And in 1999, we�re
going to undertake more capital im-
provement projects that enhance our
citizens� quality of life and strengthen
the merchants and small businesses in
the downtown area who mean so much
to the local economy.

We will be making structural im-
provements to the Central Avenue un-
derpass, as well beginning a pilot
project for benches downtown. We will
also be evaluating the more dangerous
intersections throughout the town and
installing improved lighting where
appropriate.

Clean streets and downtown capital
improvements demonstrate that our
community is a vibrant one, improving
year after year. The Council�s blue-
print for 1999 ensures that we make
continued progress as a safe, clean and
healthy community.

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-8

By LAWRENCE A. GOLDMAN

Gregory S. McDermott was elected to the Westfield
Town Council from the First Ward on the north side of town
in 1997.

Are Your CD�s Safe?
Do you actually believe that having most of your money
in FDIC insured bank CD�s or savings accounts will
keep it safe? Call our toll-free, 24-hour hotline at 1-
888-320-6809 for a free recorded message that will
get you the revealing new report your bank hopes you
never read. Act now. It could make a world of differ-
ence to those you love. Paid Advertisement
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30 MINS HOME LONG DISTANCE
Up To 30 Minutes of Home/Residential Long Distance Per

Month For 12 Months for Customers That Select An
Integrated Bill For AT&T Wireless & AT&T Long Distance

FREE DIGITAL PCS FEATURES
VoiceMail with Message Waiting Indicator, Caller ID, PCS
Paging with activation on any AT&T Digital PCS rate plan.

All NJ-State Coverage

With AT&T Wireless Services You�ll Receive

$39.99               /MONTH
              INCLUDES
    280 MINUTES

WWWWWe Now Carry Thee Now Carry Thee Now Carry Thee Now Carry Thee Now Carry The
New MotorNew MotorNew MotorNew MotorNew Motorolaolaolaolaola

TTTTTalkAboutalkAboutalkAboutalkAboutalkAbout
2-way Radio!2-way Radio!2-way Radio!2-way Radio!2-way Radio!

One Year Pager Special
Pager + 1 Year Service

Only $149.00

Sir Puffs Café
43 Elm Street

Westfield
317-5900

Visit our Espresso & Cappuccino Bar

THE AREA�S BEST SELECTION OF FINE CIGARS

Authorized Fuente Opus X Dealer

 Featuring a full line of
Cigars - Accessories - Humidors - Cutters

Pipes - Tobacco - Gifts

One of the is-
sues that I have
been pursuing
since I was
elected is the en-
hancement and
improvements of

our parks and fields.
We have come a long way in two

years with capital projects but we
have not adequately addressed the
continuing maintenance problems.
We need to permanently fund parks
and field maintenance but we need to
do so without burdening the tax-
payer.

Anyone with children in sports
knows that many of our baseball
diamonds are in dangerously poor

shape, our soccer and football fields
often lose their grass, and that there
have been an insufficient number of
useable bathrooms and a lack of stor-
age space for field equipment.

Recent discussions on Brightwood
demonstrate the pressing need to per-
form continual maintenance on that
park to preserve its natural beauty.

Thankfully, the town, working with
CONTINUED ON PAGE B-11

By GREGORY S. MCDERMOTT

By JOHN J. WALSH
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Park Improvements,
Public Safety Priorities
For Westfield This Year

Janis Fried Weinstein was elected to the Westfield Town
Council representing the Fourth Ward on the south side of town
in 1997. She served the last year of an unexpired term on
Council in 1995. She also serves on the Recreation Commis-
sion.

As a lifelong
Westfield resi-
dent and Fourth
Ward Council-
woman, I�m

proud of the high quality of life en-
joyed in our town. Our schools are
among the best in the state, our down-
town area is thriving and our numer-
ous parks and playing fields provide
recreational opportunities for our
families to enjoy.

All are a tribute to the benefits of
working together as a community.

In 1999, I
would like
to continue
to build
upon the
p o s i t i v e s
our town
has to offer
by address-
ing some
key areas of
concern to
our citizens.
Last year, I
made it a
priority to
begin im-
provements
in West-
f i e l d � s
parks, par-
ticularly in Tamaques Park. We have
made significant commitments to en-
sure that everyone in our community
can enjoy this wonderful resource.

This year, the Council has ear-
marked more than $250,000 to give
our families the needed benefits of
park improvements. We have dedi-
cated $157,000 for the construction
of new bathroom facilities, $50,000
for a new picnic shelter and $30,000+
towards refurbishing the baseball
fields. We will enjoy the benefits of
these investments for many years to
come.

The parks will not be the only
place where residents will see im-
provements. The Council unani-
mously backed the continuation of
an ambitious infrastructure program,
both above and below ground. We are
in the sixth year of a program which
will ensure the integrity of our sewer
infrastructure and more than one-
third of the way through a $6 million
street paving program, which this
year includes among others, a main
artery in the Fourth Ward � Willow
Grove Road.

As Chairwoman of the Personnel
Committee, it is important to me that
we provide our town employees with
the resources to deliver the excellent
service we all want to see. This in-
cludes ensuring that we have the
correct level of staffing for them to do
their jobs well.

This year�s budget adds additional
personnel to meet the growing de-

mand for services. I am pleased that
we will add three traffic enforcement
officers to help with pedestrian flow
and traffic and parking enforcement
in the downtown area.

These officers, trained at the Po-
lice Academy, will provide additional
manpower to monitor our busy streets
and make certain that drivers and
pedestrians adhere to the law for
everyone�s safety.

While we need enforcement of our
traffic rules, we also want fair appli-
cation of the law, which is why we are

instituting
a warning
system for
jaywalkers
and other
minor traf-
fic viola-
tions. Our
strategy for
p u b l i c
safety is
not to dole
out addi-
t i o n a l
fines, but
to educate
the public
a b o u t
w a l k i n g
and driv-
ing safely

in Westfield.
I have also recommended to the

Council that we look into providing
additional signage and school flash-
ing lights on West Broad Street at
McKinley Elementary School to pro-
vide the necessary safety for our chil-
dren when crossing at this busy inter-
section.

Finally, 1999 will also see addi-
tional personnel in Public Works to
expedite the licensing and permit-
ting process and to improve the main-
tenance of our parks and fields.

For the last several years, Westfield
has set a record for the number of
construction permits issued. We are
now on track for another record year,
reflecting our commitment to cus-
tomer service and improved response
time to permit requests.

Our parks are one of our great-
est resources and the addition of
manpower to take proper care of
them will ensure that Westfield
families will have safe and enjoy-
able visits.

Improving the quality of life in
Westfield will continue to be my goal
this year and in the future. The areas
of park improvements, public safety
and improved customer service in
our Public Work Department are just
some of the ways in which we can
build a better community.

I look forward to working together
with my fellow Council members to
achieve these objectives and more
throughout the remainder of the year.

Open Space Development
Will Benefit All Residents
In Scotch Plains Township

By GERI SAMUEL

Geri Samuel was elected to a four-term on the Scotch
Plains Township Council in November. Her council
colleagues appointed Ms. Samuel Mayor for 1999.

On February
6, the Recreation
Commission, to-
gether with the
Township Coun-
cil and The Town

Manager took a tour of the recreation
facilities in Scotch Plains.

The tour provided a great deal of
information to the Township Coun-
cil. With three new members, it was
critical to understand what the issues
were.

After that tour, we had a small
meeting to discuss the visions and
plans of the Recreation Commis-
sion. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to tell Scotch Plains residents
that the people who serve on the
Recreation Commission are an
amazing group of people. They have
a true vision as to what should hap-
pen over the next five years.

We discussed the purchase of open
space. We dis-
cussed leasing land
from Union
County. We dis-
cussed how to im-
prove our existing
fields. Two of the
fields need major
work. One is
Kramer Manor and
the second is
Brookside. We
looked at some ex-
cellent plans for
Kramer Manor
Park.

They include
drainage work on the field and dig-
ging out the little hill in order to
make the field bigger. Also included
is a consolidated parking area to-
gether with a new modular play-
ground. We did not look at plans for
Brookside Park. They have not been
decided upon. Plans will be devel-
oped for the near future in that area.

Over the last several years, Union
County has had a large surplus. This
surplus is due to the State taking over
the administration of the Courts and
other programs.

The County has offered the Mu-
nicipalities a �Pocket Parks� pro-
gram. The County makes matching
funds available up to $100,000 for
improvements to parks. We have
taken advantage of this program since

its inception.
This year the Council advised the

Recreation Commission that they
should go for a $100,000 grant for
the improvement of Kramer Manor
Park and the addition of a modular
playground to another park in the
Community. This grant money is
critical to the enhancement and de-
velopment of our parks. We would
only be able to minimal work with-
out it.

We are also involved in another
park program with the County. At
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School there is large lawn on
Raritan Road. We have met with the
Board of the School and with a rep-
resentative of the County and they
are beginning work on a ball field at
that location. It is a great benefit to
the Township and we are grateful to
the County for the help and support.
We are also inquiring as to other

County lands avail-
able for similar pro-
grams.

Currently, the Ad
Hoc Zoo Commit-
tee is meeting to dis-
cuss what to do with
that property. We
are hoping to work
a public-private
partnership to de-
velop those lands.

The most impor-
tant part of the de-
velopment of rec-
reation facilities in
any municipality is

the ability to purchase land when it
becomes available. Since the be-
ginning of the year, the Council has
been discussing an open space ref-
erendum. We would tax each house-
hold two cents, and set those mon-
ies aside for the purchase of open
space.

This open space referendum will
appear on the ballot in November. To
improve and maintain the quality of
life in Scotch Plains and to further
enhance our recreation program, I
would urge that you support the Open
Space Referendum in November. It
will benefit all of the citizens of
Scotch Plains.

If you have any suggestions for
development, please contact my of-
fice or the Recreation Department.

Controlling Real Estate Tax
Increases Is an Obligation

For Towns, Schools, Counties

William F. McClintock has been a member of the Scotch
Plains Township Council since 1991, serving as Mayor in
1994.

In current
times, with low
inflation, it is
important that
towns, counties
and schools keep
tax increases

close to cost of living rates.
To the extent taxes increase more

than the cost of living, we are dig-
ging deeper into our taxpayers pock-
ets. Higher tax increases especially
hurt those on fixed incomes like many
of our seniors.

Real estate taxes finance town,
county and school budgets in New
Jersey, and we often hear that Real
Estate taxes are high in New Jersey,
and they are. In many ways, it is
unfortunate that we have to finance
local government this way, but it is
what we have and we are stuck with
it until someone finds a better way.

State and federal governments fi-
nance themselves with income taxes
and sales taxes. Revenues generated
by these taxes go up when income or
spending rises.

For towns, counties and schools,
the only way to increase their rev-
enues is to increase taxes each year.
This is especially true in built up
areas like the ones served by this
newspaper. Costs rise a little each
year, and to pay for those costs, a tax
increase must be made.

Unless there is a specific and com-
pelling reason to raise taxes more, it
is the obligation of towns, counties
and schools to try to keep any in-
crease close to the cost of living in-

crease. Of course, bad winter snow
storms, floods, or tornadoes may re-
quire temporary additional funding.

The tornadoes last Labor Day cost
Scotch Plains $240,000 to clean up.
On the other hand, sometimes we
end up with more money at the end of
the year than we expected.

Sometimes we have to raise taxes
more than we want, and sometimes
we should cut taxes when we get the
opportunity to do so. However, it
should always be done by looking
through the cost of living lens.

In Scotch Plains, we had both
things happen this year � we had
uncontrollable cost increases, but
we also had better revenues than
expected. Most years, we would have
had to increase taxes, but we had an
extraordinary amount of surplus rev-
enue � the most in our history.

We do not get many chances to
have a zero increase year, but this is
the time to do it. We can give the
taxpayers a break, and still maintain
the financial integrity of Scotch
Plains. We can give taxpayers this
break because it appears that the
pressures that we are experiencing
this year will not be there next year.

In the current low inflation envi-
ronment, local government and our
schools will continually face the chal-
lenge of maintaining a high level of
service, and, at the same time, keep
budgets under control and keep tax
increases within reach of cost of liv-
ing increases.

It will be a difficult challenge, but
we must be prepared to meet it.

Comprehensive Recreation
Plan Benefits All Residents
In Scotch Plains Township

By MARTIN L. MARKS

Martin L. Marks was elected to his first four-year term
on the Scotch Plains Township Council in 1996.

After two bus
tours of Scotch
Plains parks
with our Recre-
ation Commis-
sion, Council-
man William F.
McClintock, Jr.,

and myself are convinced that sig-
nificant action is necessary to pre-
pare the township�s recreation facili-
ties for the next century.

That is why we have introduced
our comprehensive plan that will
benefit residents of all ages and make
our recreation sites the envy of other
communities. This plan builds on the
five ball fields in five years program
that was introduced by Councilman
McClintock last year.

This new proposal still has the
acquisition and development of new
ball fields as its core. However, it
goes on to advocate new playground
equipment for several parks, the de-
velopment of the former zoo prop-
erty, and improvements for Scotch
Hills Golf Club.

With over 1,400 children in the
soccer program and over 750 playing
baseball, there is not enough field
space for practices and games. Also,
the increased popularity of our adult
softball leagues puts an additional
strain on the amount of field space
available and the condition of the
fields.

Our plan advocates improving and
expanding the use of existing fields
at Kramer Manor, Brookside and the
field behind the south side Fire Sta-
tion. Also, a new ball field will soon
be ready for play on Raritan Road at
the Vo-Tech site.

We propose to create an inventory
of undeveloped lands so that the
Township can be well prepared to
purchase them for recreational pur-
poses when they become available.
In fact, there are pieces of land in
Scotch Plains that are ripe for recre-
ation development even now.

Since the Township acquired the
former zoo property, committees have
been formed and recommendations
have been made on how to develop
the site. We are very enthusiastic
about developing the property as a
passive park with walking trails and
gardens.

Also, preserving the historic Frazee
House as a museum and/or a commu-
nity center for the various senior,
scouting and service organizations
makes a lot of sense.

The possibility of establishing an
indoor sports facility on this property
is an exciting option.

Over the last few years, we have
been erecting modular playground
equipment at some of our parks. We
advocate this type of equipment to be
installed at Kramer Manor,
Jerseyland and Haven parks by the
year 2001.

We are one of the few communities
that can a boast our own golf club.
Scotch Hills Golf Club is rich in
history and a very popular recreation
facility. Improvements to the club-
house, establishment of a building to

From the Desk of the
Mayor of Scotch Plains

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-8

“

“

“Over the last
several years,

Union County has
had a large sur-

plus.”
      – Mayor Samuel

By JANIS FRIED WEINSTEIN By WILLIAM F. MCCLINTOCK, JR.

“In 1999, I would like
to continue to build

upon the positives our
town has to offer by
addressing some key
areas of concern to

our citizens.”
– Councilwoman Weinstein

Power
Washing
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Beautify Your Home
✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ Walk Ways
✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ Vinyl Siding
✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ Clean Gutters
✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ Remove Mildew
✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ Remove Antennas
✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ Outdoor Playhouses
✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ ✺ Deck Cleaning & Sealing
Spring Cleaning Special
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Present Coupon at Time of Estimate. Expires 5/1/99

OFFOFFOFFOFFOFF
(908) 272-4456Paid for by The Friends of Gen Weber

GEN NEXT

WEBER 4 BOARD
VOTE APRIL 20TH
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New Jerseyans Must Demand
Real Tax Reforms Not
Rebates from the State

By MARYANNE S. CONNELLY

Maryanne S. Connelly is serving her fourth and last year as
Fanwood Mayor. She was elected in 1995 after serving nine
years on the at-large Borough Council. She ran an unsuccess-
ful bid for Congress in 1998.

Zoning Ordinance Key
To Fanwood�s Future;

Public Involvement Crucial
By JOEL WHITAKER

Joel Whitaker was elected to a three-year term on the at-
large Fanwood Borough Council in 1997.

Of all the ordi-
nances that a mu-
nicipality enacts,
perhaps none is
more important
than the zoning
ordinance. That�s
because the zon-

ing ordinance determines what can
built and where. It determines what
sort of businesses can be in a town,
how they advertise, and even how many
employees they may have.

Fanwood this year will adopt a new
zoning ordinance. It has been in the
works for at least two years, and my
colleague, Councilwoman Karen
Schurtz, did an absolutely terrific job
in shepherding it through the draft
stage.

Because the zoning ordinance is like
none other � for one thing, it�s huge,
filling a 1-1/2 inch looseleaf binder in
draft form � and because of its impor-
tance to the future of our community, it
is essential that as the Borough Coun-
cil considers the ordinance we must
insure that it is carefully reviewed, that
testimony on controversial issues is
taken, and that the entire process is
open to the public.

There are a number of critical issues
which must be decided by the council
in adopting this ordinance. They in-
clude:

Since the Planning Board hears
appeals from decisions of the Zoning
Officer, should the Zoning Officer be a
member of the Planning Board?

Since new residential construction
could pump more children into already
overcrowded schools, should we re-
quire that a member of the Board of
Education also be a member of the
Planning Board?

Should the Council follow the Plan-
ning Board�s recommendation and
abolish the Light Industrial Zone, re-
placing it with commercial zoning?

The Terrill Road Affordable Hous-
ing Zone provides for apartments.
Should any other place in Fanwood be
zoned for apartments?

Why should the Borough require
Belgian block curbing in parking lots,
loading areas and driveways for busi-
nesses and multi-family housing?

Should our Zoning Ordinance be
written in such a way as to effectively
zone out Silver Hanger Cleaners,
Fanwood Tire & Auto, Frank�s Auto
Repair or Dave�s Shell? All these busi-
nesses presently exist, and would be
�grandfathered in,� but would find any
changes extremely difficult.

Is there any reason why the Bor-
ough should prohibit internally illu-
minated signs on a business? Our
present ordinance prohibits them, but

some businesses such as Family In-
vestors, South Street Cafe and Quick
Chek won approval. But when Irma�s
Bag and United National Bank sought
approval from the Planning Board, they
were denied. This unequal treatment
lends the appearance of favoritism.

The Borough�s professional plan-
ning consultant is currently reviewing
the draft zoning ordinance. Once he
has made his comments and recom-
mendations, I intend to divide it into
three separate ordinances � one deal-
ing with administrative matters, one
dealing with actual zoning issues, and
one dealing with related issues such as
signs.

Because of the importance of this
ordinance to the future of Fanwood, I
intend to have public hearings, where
witnesses will come and testify as to
the pros and cons of the above issues
and several others.

I would like this to be done at the
Council�s regular public meeting, and
to be televised on TV-35.

I believe it is especially important
that this be done openly and in public.
Recent events have led some residents
to wonder what, if anything, the Bor-
ough or its officials have to hide.

After the Courier-News disclosed
their reporter was denied the bills list
� a simple list of how much was paid
to whom and for what � I received
several calls from residents.

We are all aware of the brouhaha
that developed in the wake of the Plan-
ning Board�s initial handling of the
apartment house matter, which was
viewed by many as an attempt to deny
the public a voice.

It is much more convenient for gov-
ernment officials to keep the public out
of the process and to do business be-
hind closed doors. But those of us in
government � elected officials and
employees alike � should always re-
member that it�s not our government,
it�s the people�s government.

The citizens of Fanwood should have
unfettered access to our public records,
and to our public meetings. As the
Council addresses the zoning ordi-
nance question, residents can be sure
that I will fight vigorously for two
things: (1) that proper legislative hear-
ings be held on all controversial or
disputed issues, and (2) that these hear-
ings be conducted on TV-35 so that
confidence in the integrity of our pro-
cesses in Fanwood may be restored.

Fanwood Council Needs
To Take Action to Meet
Downtown Objectives

By LOUIS C. JUNG

Louis C. Jung is serving his sixth year on the at-large,
Fanwood Borough Council. He was elected to three-year terms
in 1993 and 1996.

Two recent
items empha-
sized how im-
portant the
Downtown area
is to Fanwood
citizens. The
first was the sur-

vey completed by Distributive Edu-
cation Cooperative Association
(DECA) from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

The second was the outpouring of

opposition by a significant number of
Fanwood residents against a proposed
apartment complex at the former
Dean Oil site.

The DECA study (to which 500
Fanwood people responded) showed
that Fanwood residents would shop
downtown even more if there were
additional stores available.

The Mayor and Council established
a new Fanwood Downtown Revital-
ization Committee (FDRC) this past

Improved Library Services,
Parks Restorations Some

Of Fanwood Accomplishments
By STUART S. KLINE

Stuart S. Kline is serving his third year on the at-large
Fanwood Borough Council. He was elected to three-year term
in 1996.

When my wife
Susan and I
moved to
Fanwood almost
10 years ago, we
were very im-
pressed by the

small town atmosphere and commu-
nity spirit. At that time, however, I
had no idea I would be serving on the
Borough Council some seven years
later.

First, I would like to thank my
fellow residents for the trust they
have bestowed upon me. Secondly, I
would like to share some thoughts on
some areas in which I have person-
ally been involved.

For the past few months, I have
had the privilege of serving as the
Council Liaison to the Fanwood
Memorial Library Board of Trustees.
The Library has aggressively moved
forward in its campaign to automate
operations.

Last year, the library joined the
Libraries of Middlesex Automation
Consortium to provide online library
services as well as networked Internet
access. In fact, the library has a total
of seven computers available to the
public for Internet access.

The library staff has also started to

bar-code its collection (now 25 per-
cent complete) and hopes to be auto-
mated by the fall. As a Fanwood
resident, and an active library pa-
tron, I am very pleased at these excit-
ing new developments.

I have also served as a member of the
�Pocket Park� Committee. This project
has certainly been quite controversial,
and there has been quite a bit of dis-
agreement. In fact, I have expressed
my opinion on a number of occasions
regarding the decision process.

The fact is that the Pocket Park
money (a Union County grant) could
be used for renovation of existing
parks as well as construction of new
parks. I believe that parks are some-
what like money; you can never
have too much, especially in
Fanwood.

I also believe that we should hold
the Watson Road parcel, because we
cannot forsee what land the borough
will need 20 or 30 years in the future.

As a member of the Pocket Park
committee, I have steadfastly main-
tained that we should not spend one
penny more than the grant money
received. As a result, the committee
will soon present to council a pocket
park proposal that is at or below the
grant money received.

From the Desk of the
Fanwood Mayor

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-8

Let�s demand
real tax reform!
As Mayor and
Councilwoman I
have been in-
volved for 13

years in the development of the mu-
nicipal budgets.

Each year the department heads
have been asked to come in with a
flat operating budget. Each year we
ask for more fund-raising by boards
and commissions to pay for new
equipment, supplies or expanded pro-
grams.

We continue
to identify new
sources of rev-
enues from
grants and wise
investments we
share employees
borrow equip-
ment and keep
tightening our
belts. We scrimp
and save to the
point where live
have cut out the
fat and now are starting to cut into the
muscle.

Why? To keep our taxes down
while we maintain the level of ser-
vices. Okay. That sounds good. Fis-
cally responsible government. Then
why is there a problem? Why are
seniors anxiously looking for help so
they don�t have to sell their homes
and move? Why are young people
working several jobs to make ends
meet? Why are fixed income fami-
lies facing financial difficulties?

In New Jersey the answer is prop-
erty taxes. There are three parts to
our tax bills: municipal, county and
school. A recent study shows that in
New Jersey districts� school funding
relies on property taxes for 60 to 90
percent of its budgets. In our district,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood budget
resolves 90 percent of its funding
from property taxes. This is outra-
geous!

Property taxes were never intended
to provide this level of funding. Good
schools and the best teachers are
essential but we cannot continue to
rely upon property taxes.

Let�s talk about federal taxes for a
moment. New Jersey is considered a
very wealthy state: the per capita
income is high relative to other states.
Because of this wealth, New Jersey
residents send more money to Wash-
ington, DC than 48 other states.

Yes, we are No. 2 in the amount
of federal taxes we pay but we are
No. 49 in getting money back for
federally-funded programs like
transportation, law income loans,
community block grants and edu-
cation.

Only one state gets less money
back from Washington than the
people of New Jersey. For every $1
we send, we get 69 cents back! There
is something wrong.

The property-tax rebate is just an-
other gimmick that sounds good on
the surface but it does not provide

permanent tax
reform. I ques-
tion whether our
state budget can
handle a $1 bil-
lion payout for
five years when
it will have debt
repayments for
loans on open
space preserva-
tion, transporta-
tion, and person
bond repay-

ments.
This rebate plan does not ad-

dress the education budget di-
lemma. The state has to step up to
its obligation.

We must work to get more than 69
cents for every dollar we send to
Washington. Keep this 31 cents in
the state and use it to reduce the
property taxes. As elected officials
we have an obligation to represent
the needs of our constituents. By the
way, Fanwood residents will have no
tax increase at the municipal level
for the third time in six years. We are
trying to do our part.

“That sounds good.
Fiscally responsible

government. Then why
is there a problem?”

               – Mayor Connelly

J E R E M E N K O

REFLECTIONS ON CANVAS
ART GALLERY & FRAMING

30% OFF
CUSTOM FRAMING

Excluding Labor � Present when order is placed � Coupon expires 5/15/99

 Dear Friends,

Backroom AntiquesBackroom AntiquesBackroom AntiquesBackroom AntiquesBackroom Antiques
 requests the pleasure of
your company at our
Grand Re-OpeningGrand Re-OpeningGrand Re-OpeningGrand Re-OpeningGrand Re-Opening

on Friday, May 7, 1999on Friday, May 7, 1999on Friday, May 7, 1999on Friday, May 7, 1999on Friday, May 7, 1999
Vicki Priscoe-Spurr
Backroom Antiques

26 Prospect Street, Westfield

MariaMariaMariaMariaMaria�s�s�s�s�s Scotch Plains
 Best Kept Secret !

Lunch & Dinner Specials � Open Sundays 4-9 p.m.

381 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains
Eat-in � (908) 322-2322 � Take Out

Pizza Days
Sun-Wed

Large  Cheese Pie

 $6.95*Lunch Specials
Blackboard Special
Sandwiches $4.00

Slice
&

Soda
$1.75

Home-Made
Spinach or

Seafood
Manicotti

Try Our Famous

*Plus Tax*Plus Tax*Plus Tax*Plus Tax*Plus Tax
Take-Out OnlyTake-Out OnlyTake-Out OnlyTake-Out OnlyTake-Out Only

Scotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch Plains
Drugs & SurgicalDrugs & SurgicalDrugs & SurgicalDrugs & SurgicalDrugs & Surgical

1778 E. Second Street in Scotch Plains

(908) 490-0252
Our Products:

� Prescriptions
� Coumpounded Products
� Boiron Homeopathic Remedies
� PhytoPharmica Standarized

Herbal Supplements
� Nature�s Bounty Vitamins & Minerals
� Caswell-Massey�s Beauty Products

for Men, Women & Children

Our Services:
We�re dedicated to providing

 old-fashioned hometown service
to our customers, including:

� Nutritional & Diabetes Counseling
� Hormone Replacement Therapy
� FREE Delivery
� Asthma Care
� Arthritis Care

Sale and Rental of All Types of Surgical Equipment
Including Crutches/Walkers/Wheelchairs

Stop In and Meet Joe & Liz, Owners of
Your Hometown Family Pharmacy

We Honor Most Insurance Plans

FREE Delivery & Personal Service

4444400000%%%%% off Nature�s Bounty Products

Buy One, Get One FREE on Selected Items.
YES we do have Celludyne, the powerful new cellulite formula.

between Pellicone Beauty Shop & Rocco�s Hairdressers

$$$$$11111 $$$$$55555OFFOFFOFFOFFOFF
OFFOFFOFFOFFOFF

OFFOFFOFFOFFOFF
Any Purchase of

$5 or More
Not Valid on prescriptions or with any other offer. Exp 5/31/99

$$$$$33333OFFOFFOFFOFFOFF5050505050

Any Purchase of
$15 or More

Any Purchase of
$10 or More

Not Valid on prescriptions or with any other offer. Exp 5/31/99 Not Valid on prescriptions or with any other offer. Exp 5/31/99 Not Valid on prescriptions or with any other offer. Exp 5/31/99

2525252525%%%%%

Surgical
Supplies
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Mtsd. Borough Council
Is Reimbursed for Costs;

They Aren�t Getting Salaries

The $1,500 per year that
Mountainside Borough Council
members receive on an annual basis
is not a salary. It is in fact an expense
reimbursement.

I believe the majority of our resi-
dents, regardless of their political
persuasion, would agree that any
volunteer position should not be a
financial burden.

Some would argue that each and
every expense must be itemized. I
personally would not have a problem
documenting each and every expense
to the penny. I do not, however, feel
this is the correct or sensible proce-
dure to adopt.

I feel that if the Mayor and Council
had to submit vouchers for every
allowable expense, not only would
the total exceed the �salary� being
proposed, but it would also result in
an additional expense to our resi-
dents in the number of hours it takes

our Borough Hall staff to document
the vouchers.

This so-called �salary� is already
in place with regards to our Volun-
teer Fire Department. Many residents
are not aware that we are currently
paying our Fire Department and our
Rescue Squad.

For example, the Fire Chief has a
�salary,� called a clothing allowance,
of approximately $1,000. This is ex-
pected to increase to $1,400 this year.
The Chief also has the use of a bor-
ough car at all times.

I would be the first to state emphati-
cally that he needs and deserves this
�salary� and car. At the risk of losing
your volunteers, should we now ask
our Fire Department members to docu-
ment their so called �salaries.�

I hope this column clarifies some
of the misinformation which is being
presented throughout our commu-
nity.

Borough of Mountainside
Must �Keep Up With Times,�
And Not Rest on Past Laurels

By ROBERT F. VIGLIANTI

Robert F. Viglianti is serving his 12th year as Mayor of
Mountainside after serving nine years on the Borough Coun-
cil, the past seven as Council President.

All of us are
proud of Moun-
tain-side. None
of us, including
Mountainside,
can survive on
past accom-

plishments. We all must move for-
ward and �keep up with the times.�

When I became Mayor in 1988 there
were several serious problems con-
fronting the Borough. They included
disposing of our sanitary sewage, edu-
cating our high school students, and
the Borough�s aging buildings and
infrastructure.

The first major problem was the
Borough�s status with the Rahway
Valley Sewer Authority.

In 1988 the Borough�s sanitary sew-
age flowed into the Rahway Valley
Sewage Authority system under an
agreement we made with Cranford in
1951. Under the agreement with
Cranford, we were not a member of
the Authority and we had limited flow
rights.

The fact that we were not a mem-
ber meant we had no vote on Au-
thority decisions, we had no owner-
ship interest in the Authority�s fa-
cilities, and we had no call on addi-
tional flow rights when they became
available.

In the 40 years that had passed
since the Borough made the agree
with Cranford, we had outgrown our
flow rights, the fees we were paying to
dispose of our sewage had increased
dramatically, and the money we paid
the Authority had helped to purchase
new treatment plants and facilities
which we did not own.

Outgrowing our flow rights resulted
in litigation and a moratorium, which
halted development, both new and
renovations, for several years.

We eventually settled the litigation.
Under the settlement the moratorium
was lifted, we have the flow rights we
will need for the foreseeable future,
and Mountainside will be a member
of the Authority. Membership gives
us a vote, an ownership interest in
Authority assets, and the same right
as other members if we need flow
rights and they become available in
the future.

Lifting the moratorium allowed us
to welcome Sony Theater, Brighton
Gardens and several other new addi-
tions to our real estate tax base.

A second major problem was that
Mountainside�s high school students
were being educated in the most ex-
pensive regional system in all of New
Jersey.

This administration, with the sup-
port and expertise of our local Board
of Education, led the movement for
de-regionalization. We were success-
ful. Today our high school students
are being educated at the Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights.

A third problem was the Borough�s
aging buildings, the condition of our
streets, and the appearance of our
downtown center.

Our emergency services received a
top priority as we modernized our

facilities. We now have an entirely
new police facility and we upgraded
both our Fire Department and Rescue
Squad buildings.

In addition, we have totally re-
vamped our town center, renovated
our Borough Hall, added a commu-
nity room, revamped our community
pool, upgraded our library, and im-
proved both major and lesser roads.
We have also prevailed on the State of
New Jersey to modernize the inter-
section of Route 22 and New Provi-
dence Road.

A fourth problem, which we have
not fully solved, is a shortage of vol-
unteers for both our Rescue Squad
and our Fire Department.

I have been calling for more volun-
teers for several years. In 1998 the
shortage became critical. A major re-
cruitment campaign did not entirely
resolve the shortage, and so your gov-
erning body took other steps to assure
that coverage was not interrupted for
these services, especially for the Res-
cue Squad.

We immediately assigned two po-
lice officers, who were fully trained as
EMTs and as a paramedic, to bolster
the squad�s day time response capa-
bility. We also hired a fully trained
EMT person to work as a girl Friday
at Borough Hall and further bolster
the squad�s daytime response capa-
bility.

In 1999, we will be providing addi-
tional financial support by increasing
the amount of clothing allowance that
is given to each firefighter and by
assisting the squad to pay a per call
stipend to their members. But these
measures along will not be enough. If
we are to continue the delivery of
these services through volunteers, I
must emphasize that both our Rescue
Squad and Fire Department need more
volunteers.

I am happy to report that we have
been able to find solutions to these
problems and still maintain
Mountainside�s position as one of the
most financially sound communities
in Union County.

Three key facts, which are a mea-
sure of a community�s financial well-
being, tell the story:

1. We enjoy the lowest effective tax
rate in all of Union County, and for the
past seven years, 1990-1997.
Mountainside has had the third lowest
increase in taxes in all of Union
County.

2. We enjoy the second highest re-
sale value of our homes, and

3. We have maintained a very low
debt ratio.

How did we do this?
First, and foremost, we have been

careful in spending our tax dollars.
Second, we have tried to be cre-

ative in finding revenue sources other
than tax dollars from our homeowners.
Some of the areas where this effort
has been most productive are the fol-
lowing:

1. When funding was available
from other governmental sources to
get things done we have aggressively
pursued it. May of our infrastructure

difficult service and endure high lev-
els of emotional stress � yet they
perform these services for a salary
that is comparable to that of a fast
food worker.

Last year, we increased funding
for nonprofit service providers. Even
though that increase was greater than
the rate of inflation, it did not make
up for years of insufficient funding.
Therefore, it is imperative that the
fiscal year 2000 budget earmarks
additional funds to be used strictly to
increase the salaries of direct care
providers who work for nonprofit
groups that provide services which
the State cannot provide with the
same high quality and low cost.

The final budget adopted by the
Legislature will meet our state�s
spending obligations � from educa-
tion to health care to open space �
while providing significant property
tax relief to homeowners and main-
taining a healthy surplus.

collect on the ticket, then the motorist
cannot be held liable for the fine.

This legislation unanimously passed
the Assembly last December, and I am
hopeful it will proceed through the State
Senate by the end of this year.

We are all aware of the many distrac-
tions on the road while driving. But I
am amazed by the constant introduc-
tion of technological advances for in-
side the car. First, there were radios,
then eight-tracks, then cassette decks.
Now, personal computers are available
for the automobile dashboard.

I cannot fathom the amount of dis-
traction that this will cause. And of
course there�s the car phone - probably
the most helpful, but also the most
contentious, invention thus far.

The New England Journal of Medi-
cine has found that using a cellular
phone was associated with a risk of
having a motor vehicle collision that
was about four times as high as that
among those drivers when they were
not using the phone. Nevertheless, I
recognize the peace of mind and conve-
nience that a car phone can provide.

It is neither practical nor feasible to
simply abolish the use of car phones or
other technological advances. I introduced
legislation creating a Driver Distraction
and Highway Safety Task Force in an
attempt to assess the risks that drivers
incur while their attention is diverted.

I believe it is necessary for profes-
sionals to evaluate these risks and de-
termine what can be done to improve
the safety of our drivers while simulta-
neously allowing them as much secu-
rity as possible.

Each year, thousands of people open
their hearts and homes to cats and dogs
that they have bought from pet stores.
Unfortunately, there have been many
instances in which consumers have un-
wittingly purchased animals that had
pre-existing health problems.

To protect consumers who unknow-
ingly purchase sick animals from pet
stores, I have sponsored a bill that
would allow the pet owner to obtain

restitution from the shop. My bill would
implement various options for recourse
for the consumer and would set in mo-
tion a process to suspend the license to
operate for a repeat offender.

This legislation, which was recently
featured in the Wall Street Journal and
on NBC Nightly News, combines con-
sumer protection with animal rights.

Throughout the United States, one
million needle-stick injuries occur each
year placing health care workers at risk
for exposure to deadly diseases includ-
ing Hepatitis and HIV infection.

When a health care worker is injured
by a needle-stick, he or she must un-
dergo not only a series of tests, but
months of emotional and psychologi-
cal trauma, anxiety, side effects of drugs
for treatment, discrimination, and pos-
sible job loss.

Why are health care workers sub-
jected to these perils every day when
safer alternatives to the conventional
needles have been available for ap-
proximately a decade? Because health
care facilities opt for the less expensive
traditional syringe.

The figures that I reviewed estimate
that the cost to provide the workers of a
300-bed hospital with safety integrated
needles is an additional $75,000. Is that
too much to pay when it could easily
save at least one life? I don�t think so.
That is why I introduced legislation
requiring New Jersey health care facili-
ties to use needles and other sharp de-
vices with integrated safety features.

This problem is not restricted to New
Jersey - at least 12 other states are
currently considering similar legisla-
tion. Now is the time for our state to be
a leader and insist that all available
precautions be taken to protect the dedi-
cated men and women who care for the
sick and infirmed.

These are just some of the bills I am
working on in response to the concerns
raised by my constituents. While these
initiatives may not always be front-
page news, I hope they will help to
better the quality of life for the residents
of District 22 and New Jersey as a
whole. As always, I welcome your ideas
and input.

If you have any comments about
anything you have read here, or any
other matter, please feel free to contact
me at 1811 Springfield Avenue, New
Providence, 07974.

business of government in town hall.
Even the slightest appearance of

impropriety must be avoided if we, the
public servants, are to secure the pub-
lic trust. The ordinance is a giant step
forward for clean, accountable gov-
ernment and will help our town gov-
ernment perform their public duties
more effectively and responsively.

The key to our success as local
leaders is to be more responsive to
our constituents in all phases of gov-
ernment. As Chairman of the Build-
ing and Town Property Committee
and a member of the Public Works
Committee, I am sensitive to the
concerns of the taxpayers regarding
the delays associated with obtaining
a building permit.

That is why this year, we have
taken steps to improve staffing levels
at the Building Department to en-
hance customer service.

We are also improving town ser-
vices by expanding the Westfield
Memorial Library hours to include
Sundays. For a minimal cost� only
$14,000 in this year�s budget� we
are able to open the library an extra
day a week thereby providing addi-
tional opportunities for families and
students to take advantage of all the
educational and literary resources
the facility has to offer.

We will also study a plan to enter
into a regional partnership with sur-
rounding communities in order to
expand the resources of our library at
a limited cost.

This plan is consistent with a move-
ment in the State Legislature to en-
courage municipalities to share ser-
vices. In fact, state funding will soon
be available to study the positives of
combining the Westfield Memorial
Library�s resources with our neigh-
boring communities.

Furthermore, under Governor
Christine Todd Whitman�s plan, state
aid to towns that share services will
not be cut, ensuring that the benefits
of shared services stay in the commu-
nities involved.

As a public official, I believe in
giving Westfield residents the great-
est value possible for their tax dol-
lars. We can best achieve this by
putting public service before poli-
tics, and by maximizing town ser-
vices at a minimum cost.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues this year to make our citi-
zens proud of their town and of their
town government.

house the golf carts, and the addition
of a concession stand are also part of
our proposal.

This is an aggressive plan which
will require substantial funding. We
have been very successful in the past
securing grants from the state and
county for recreational purposes, and
of course we should continue to pur-
sue these dollars.

We also propose that an Open Space
Referendum be placed on this
November�s ballot. If adopted by the
citizens of Scotch Plains, it would set
aside two tax points for the acquisi-
tion and development of open spaces
such as ball parks.

This could generate nearly $2 mil-
lion over the next 10 years. Also, a $1
million bond issue can supplement
any additional two funds necessary
to make our recreational facilities
something to be proud of. This plan,
if adopted, will have no impact on the
1999 Municipal budget or taxes.

Even though this plan is being
proposed by Bill McClintock and
myself, the lone Republicans on the
Township Council, it does not have
to be a partisan initiative. We hope
the entire Council will get behind
this program, and more importantly,
we encourage all of Scotch Plains to
rally behind these efforts.

This is a real �Quality of Life�
proposal that can have positive ben-
efits for citizens of all ages for many
years to come.

January. Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly
appointed me as Council Liaison.

The new members of the committee
came out of the highly successful Fanwood
Community Assessment Committee pro-
cess of the past two years, which identi-
fied the downtown area as the most im-
portant area for Fanwood to improve.
FDRC is holding monthly meetings.

I am every impressed with the sin-
cerity and commitment of the commit-
tee. FDRC has adopted a mission state-
ment � To create and maintain a down-
town that: supports a healthy business
and professional community; Encour-
ages people to spend time there; projects
a clear identify and fosters community
pride and, that it is as well kept as the
borough�s neighborhoods.

FDRC has already undertaken sev-
eral activities, including helping to fa-
cilitate a new Fanwood Business and
Professional Association; reviewing
and making recommendations from a
downtown physical improvement plan
proposed by an outside consultant and
our Borough Engineer; surveying busi-
nesses to develop a dumpster location
plan, and discussing how to obtain
direct community input.

On the last item, FDRC has come up
with a great idea � facilitate a series of
town meetings to get input on how the
Dean Oil site could be developed. The
FDRC would also like to meet with
developers who are interested in
Fanwood opportunities.

I have heard from many Fanwood
citizens regarding the proposed apart-
ment complex, and not one of whom
supported the idea. They all wanted
some form or combination of retail
stores, light commercial and/or profes-
sional buildings.

It seems to me that Fanwood should
take some proactive steps to ensure this
type of development in downtown
Fanwood. Examples might include pur-
suing the option of eminent domain,
negotiating with potential developers
and/or having the Fanwood Downtown
Revitalization Committee meet with
potential developers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE B-11

Thomas C. Perrotta serves as Mountainside Borough Council President.

By THOMAS C. PERROTTA

Assemblyman Augustine
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-3

Assemblyman
Bagger

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-3

Councilman
Marks

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-6

Councilman
Albano

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-5

Councilman Jung
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-7
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From the Desk of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders

1999 Freeholder Programs
Aimed At Pupils, Downtowns;

Providing Access To Immunizations
By NICHOLAS P. SCUTARI

Nicholas P. Scutari of Linden was elected to a three-year
term on the at-large Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers in 1996. He is serving as Chairman this year after holding
the Vice Chairmanship in 1998.

In Union
County, nearly
half a million
people live in an
area just over

100 square miles. It is a county of
great diversity, where urban centers
like Elizabeth and Plainfield co-ex-
ist with natural resources like the
Watchung Reservation and our 5,500
acres of county parks.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
is the nine-member elected body that
sets the policies and direction of
Union County Government. We are
responsible for ensuring economic
growth in the county�s 21 munici-
palities, protecting the county�s natu-
ral resources and ensuring that county
programs and services are delivered
in an efficient, effective manner.

As Chairman of the Freeholder
Board, I am proud to say that we plan
to deliver a county budget with a
slight decrease over last year�s spend-
ing plan � the third such cut in three
consecutive years. This should result
in a reduction in the county portion
of property taxes for most residents.
We plan to do so without any reduc-
tions in the quality or scope of ser-
vices the residents of Union County
expect.

Union County provides a wide ar-
ray of services, including: mainte-
nance of 170 miles of county road-
ways; a world-class county parks
and recreation system boasting 21
parks and three golf courses; ser-
vices like the senior nutrition pro-
gram which serves hot meals to
homebound persons; and the
Paratransit system, which helps
people with disabilities and senior
citizens live more independent lives.

In addition, I initiated three new
programs this year, directed at en-
hancing the quality of life for Union
County residents.

Through the Freeholder Scholars
program, this board will pay the way
through Union County College for
any resident who receives a �B� av-
erage or better. We want to see people

of all ages take advantage of this
program, whether they seek job train-
ing, a new career, or higher educa-
tion at a four-year college.

Downtown Union County will pro-
vide grants to municipalities to reno-
vate and improve their downtown
business districts. These areas are, in
many ways, the heart of their com-
munities, yet they face constant pres-
sure from stores on the highways and
in nearby malls. We hope that by
beautifying this county�s downtown
areas we can strengthen our commu-
nities and support these small busi-
nesses.

Finally, I developed a Mobile Im-
munization Program, which will
travel to municipalities to inoculate
children against common childhood
diseases in their communities. We
want to ensure that every child has
access to immunization before they
start school.

I also ensured that three programs
we began last year will continue to be
funded. The Access 2000 program,
which will ensure that every pupil in
Union County has access to state-of-
the-art computers and software, is
continuing to make grants to help
cash-strapped districts afford new
computers, training, software and
technology.

Project Pocket Parks will continue
providing municipalities with match-
ing grants to create or improve town
parks, ballfields and recreational ar-
eas. And the HEART Grant program
will continue funding cultural, his-
toric and educational programs for
Union County residents.

As a county government, we want
to ensure that we maintain a high
quality of life for Union County resi-
dents. Ultimately, a high quality of
life also helps preserve businesses
and can help bring businesses to the
area in search of motivated, quali-
fied employees. The programs we
are pursuing are investments in the
long-term safety, health and pros-
perity of this county which will pay
off in a number of ways.

Union County Programs,
Grants Paving the Way
Into the 21st Century

By DANIEL P. SULLIVAN

Daniel P. Sullivan of Elizabeth was appointed to the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1995 to
fill an unexpired term. He was elected to a three-year
term later that year and again in 1998.

As Vice
Chairman of the
Union County
Board of Chosen
Freeholders, and
Chairman last

year, I am proud to say that this
county is laying the foundation to
make this county a regional leader as
we enter the 21st century.

This county has many advantages
that could make it a leader in jobs,
economic opportunity and quality of
life for our 500,000 residents. We are
a transportation hub for the nation,
with Port Elizabeth, the largest cargo
port on the East Coast, Newark In-
ternational Airport, passenger and
freight rail lines and several major
highways all converging in an area
of less than 100 square miles.

Some of the nation�s largest com-
panies are in Union County � in part
because of our access to interna-
tional transportation and in part be-
cause of a highly trained, highly-
educated workforce.

Also contributing to our quality of
life is a 5,500-acre system of parks
and our commitment to open space.
Finally, we are home to a nationally
recognized county college and one of
the state�s largest universities.

Last year, this board took mea-
sures to make better use of these
resources. To ensure that our chil-
dren will be educated for the work-
place of the 21st century, we devel-
oped Access 2000, which provides
matching grants to school districts

for new computers, software and
teacher training.

When I developed this program
last year, I said that we must ensure
that every pupil has access to a com-
puter and modern software by the
end of the year 2000.

�Project Pocket Parks� provided
$3.2 million in matching grants
among the county�s 21 municipali-

Welfare Assistance, Helping
Seniors Through Div. of Aging
Part of County�s Gov.�s Role

By LEWIS MINGO, JR.

Lewis Mingo, Jr. of Plainfield was appointed to the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1998 to fill an unexpired
term. He was elected to a full three-term this past November.

County govern-
ment is at its best
when it helps
people to live bet-
ter, more produc-
tive lives. In

Union County, we have pursued this
goal with a number of programs that
enhance independence and new op-
portunities for their participants.

One example of this approach is
the county�s new Welfare Assistance
Program. Last year, Vice President
Al Gore recognized our program as
the second most successful in the
nation.

In part, this is because we have
merged job training with Welfare
assistance. Now, any individual who
signs up for welfare assistance is
automatically enrolled in a job-train-
ing program to help them get back on
their feet.

We�re not training people for low-
wage positions. Union County will
only train people for jobs that pay at
least $7.50 an hour and that include
benefits. No longer will we ask people
to choose between employment and
health benefits. We also help people
arrange child care and transporta-

Improving Education; Funding
Arts & Humanities Is A Priority

By MARY RUOTOLO

Mary Ruotolo of Westfield was appointed to the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders last year. She
filled the seat of former Freeholder turned County
Counsel, Carol Cohen, also of Westfield. Freeholder
Ruotolo was elected to a full term this past November.

The impor-
tance of a good
education can-
not be over-
stated. In today�s
world, a rigor-

ous education is essential for getting
a good job and raising our families�
standards of living. For our children,
this is truer with each passing year.

Since joining the Freeholder Board
in 1998, I have made improving
education a top priority. I was proud
to spearhead the Freeholder Board�s
new Access 2000 program.

Access 2000 provided $3.2 mil-
lion in matching grants to public
school districts in Union County to
ensure that by the year 2000, every
pupil will have access to new com-
puters and high-speed Internet ac-
cess and every teacher will have ac-
cess to training in computers and
technology.

We provided Westfield schools
with $158,910 for new computers
and teacher training. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District re-
ceived $124,020 for computers and
networking. Mountainside students
will benefit from $16,860 in new
computers.

With Access 2000, the County gave
our schools a leg-up on improving
their technological capabilities and
making computers a part of every
teacher�s toolbox. As we reach the
dawn of the 21st century, we recog-
nize that computers are not a fad or
an extracurricular activity.

Computer training has become an

essential part of every educational
experience.

In 1999, this successful program
will continue into a second phase.
All public school teachers in Union
County are invited to apply for grants
for classroom/library computer hard-
ware, software, peripherals, or for
teacher technology training scholar-
ships for workshops, conferences and
seminars.

The Freeholders contributed more
than computers to our schools and
communities. In 1998, we launched
the HEART (History, Education Arts
Reaching Thousands) Grants. The
program provides grants to artists,
artisans, musicians, historians, writ-
ers and actors to highlight the talent
and creativity in Union County.

As the poet Amy Lowell observed,
�Art is the desire of a man to express
himself, to record the reactions of his
personality to the world he lives in.�
HEART grants give our local artists,
performers and scholars the oppor-
tunity to share their work with the
community.

The grant recipients span the spec-
trum of musical, visual and written
arts, culture and the humanities and
include local organizations, educa-
tional institutions and individual art-
ists.

We have given priority to projects
that involve children or multi-gen-
erational audiences, that showcase
Union County-based artists or his-
torical resources, and that comple-
ment the educational system and col-
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567 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains
Conveniently located across from Park Middle School

(908) 322-7800
Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Sr. Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr.

GENERAL DENTISTRY

� Complete dental care for the entire family in a comfortable
modern office

� Comprehensive exams and treatment planning utilizing intra-
oral video camera

� Tooth whitening, porcelain veneers, & cosmetic bonding
� Sterilization of all instruments, including handpieces, for your

safety and peace of mind

�A family practice dedicated to your family�s dental health�

SERVING THE UNION COUNTY COMMUNITY SINCE 1959

  

New Patient Exam Tooth Whitening Full or Partial Dentures
• Complete Dental Exam

• Full Series X-Rays
• Treatment Plan Presentation

Make y our smile
 the whitest it can be

 Upper & Lo wer Whitening

Same Day Denture Repairs
Laboratory on Premises

With this coupon (Reg. $150)
Not valid with any other offer Expires 9/1/99

FREE
With this coupon (Reg. $425)

Not valid with any other offer Expires 9/1//99

$350.00
With this coupon (Reg. $1,150)

Not valid with any other offer Expires 9/1/99

• Full Upper or Lo wer Denture
• Partial Upper or Lower Denture

$950.00

DAY AND EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

DENTURES & SAME DAY REPAIRS

� Nitrous oxide sedation & electronic anesthesia
� Emergencies handled gently and promptly
� Most insurance plans accepted and computerized claims

processing
� Mastercard, Visa, Discover, Mac, and American Express

welcome
� No fee for consultations

� Emergency denture repairs in 1 hour  � Overdentures for Implants � Full and partial dentures
� Emergency denture replacement in 48 hours � Relines: Same day service � Immediate dentures

Custom Westfield Art

1st in Series 2nd in Series

Hand-Painted Relief Sculpture
Gift BoxedGift BoxedGift BoxedGift BoxedGift Boxed  4�D iameter 4 �D iameter 4 �D iameter 4 �D iameter 4 �D iameter

Specially Priced at
$22.00 each

and available exclusively at

9 Elm Street, Westfield
233-2454

Open Sunday, April 18 for Spring Fling

Pre-Season
Air Conditioning

Sale!!

Avoid
Mid-Summer
Breakdowns

615 Central Avenue

Westfield

(908) 9
28-0800

This spring, get a new air
conditioning system and
save up to 50% on your
electric bill. Get a 5 year
parts & labor warranty. We
offer 52 years of expert
installations. Visit our new
Westfield showroom to see
the newest equipment made
by York. If your equipment
is over 15 years old, now is
the time to change it for a
new high efficiency York
unit and get up to a $550
utility rebate.

Since

1947
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Residents Should Replant,
Preserve Importance of Trees

By LINDA d. STENDER

One of the
more endearing
features of the
Union County
landscape is our
trees. Whether
we enjoy their
beauty in parks
or backyards,
along narrow

neighborhood roads or busy city
streets, on hillsides or front lawns,

trees are a feast for our senses.
But apart from their beauty, the

trees of Union County serve a num-
ber of other important roles in our
lives. Trees generate oxygen and clean
pollution from our air and water-
ways. They increase residential and
commercial property values. They
reduce soil erosion and traffic noise.

Properly placed, trees provide pri-
vacy for homeowners and they shield
our homes and businesses against
wind, snow and summertime heat.

For these and other reasons, the
health of our trees is an important
quality of life issue throughout Union
County. But their environmental and
financial benefits to the residents of
Union County are in jeopardy.

Hundreds of trees were damaged
or destroyed last year in a ferocious
Labor Day storm. Other mature trees
in the county�s older communities
are getting old and dying.

As the Freeholder Board�s liaison
to the Union County Shade Tree
Advisory Board, I am determined to
see that we give our trees the atten-
tion they deserve. That is why the
Freeholders sponsored a county-wide
Shade Tree Education Conference
on March 16 to discuss our shade tree
inventory and efforts to replace aged
and storm-damaged trees in Union
County.

The conference attracted dozens of

municipal officials and shade tree
commission representatives from
throughout the county to hear sev-
eral expert speakers.

James Nichnadowicz of the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County spoke about the Mas-
ter Tree Steward Program. Michael
D�Errico, a forester with the New
Jersey Forest Service, discussed the
state�s Community Forestry Act. Lee
Gilman, a representative of Bartlett

Tree Experts, talked about the care and
planting of street trees, and Frank
Dann, Jr., Director of the Union County
Division of Public Works, spoke about
the renewed efforts of the Union County
Shade Tree Advisory Board.

It is encouraging to see that so
many people recognize that trees are
an important part of our ecosystem.
Together we are taking steps to ensure
that future generations may enjoy the
wonders of Union County�s trees.

One of the first coordinated steps
to be taken by the Union County
Freeholders and the Shade Tree Ad-
visory Board is a ceremonial plant-
ing of 21 white oak trees at noon on
April 30 in observance of Arbor Day.

One white oak � the Union County
tree � is to be planted in each of the
county�s 21 municipalities to sym-
bolize our unified effort to usher in a
greener, healthier 21st century.

Other plans are being developed,
such as linking up with Union County
College�s Historic Tree Project to plant
seedlings grown from seeds and cut-
tings of historic New Jersey trees. The
seedlings include offspring of trees
that were standing during the Revolu-
tionary War at the battles of Spring-
field, Monmouth and Princeton.

It will take years to replace the stately
trees we lose each day. That is why we
have to begin the replanting process
now without any further delay.

County Budget Process:
Smoother, More Efficient

By ALEXANDER MIRABELLA

Alexander Mirabella of Roselle Park was elected to his first, three-year term on the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1997.

T h r e e
words could
be used to de-
scribe the
1999 Union
County bud-
get and the
process used
to ensure a
third year
without a

county tax increase: faster, smarter,
leaner.

It�s a daunting task to analyze all
the components of a budget that totals
in the neighborhood of $280 million.
But that�s what the Finance Commit-
tee of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders did while search-
ing for ways to trim expenses and still
deliver high-quality services to the
residents of Union County.

As Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, it was my job to see that we
looked for opportunities to cut costs
at every angle. That task was made
easier because we are fortunate in
Union County to have a County
Manager who presented a good bud-
get to us in the first place. And we
continued to ask our department
heads to do more with less.

The current county budget reflects
our emphasis on containing costs
and stabilizing the tax rate. Our ef-
forts were successful in that the tax
rate on assessed property for Union
County residents will drop about a
half-cent in 1999 � making this the
third consecutive year with no county
tax increase.

At the same time, the share of the
budget raised through property taxes
will be under 53 percent � a reduc-
tion of more than 6 percent since
1994. That is possible because we
are utilizing smarter, more aggres-
sive methods of procuring grant

money at the state and federal levels
of government. Our efforts are pay-
ing off here at home.

We�re continuing to reduce the
amount of the budget raised through
property taxes each year because we�ve
been able to cut wasteful spending,
streamline purchasing and consolidate
services over the past two years. But
those efforts at delivering efficient, prac-
tical county government do not come at
the expense of innovative services and
projects designed to keep Union County
competitive into the new millennium.

Nor does a lean budget mean we
can ignore our responsibility to com-
ply with state and Federal mandates
� which amount to nearly 80 percent
of the county budget � or to maintain
our county roads and bridges. The
real challenge in the budget process
is maintaining the highest quality of
services while constantly learning
new ways to accomplish more with a
limited amount of resources.

Our budget management and grant
acquisition efforts have made it pos-
sible for Union County to continue to
fully fund the Access 2000 Program
that is focused on computer access
and training for students and teach-
ers throughout the county.

We are also moving forward with
our �Pocket Parks� Program to pre-
serve and enhance our open spaces
and the county�s HEART Grants pro-
gram that brings innovative arts edu-
cation to our schools.

Road improvements, a scholarship
program for Union County College
students, efforts to rejuvenate our
downtown areas, and a program to
launch a Mobile Immunization Clinic
� these are some of the initiatives
included in the 1999 budget. They
would not be possible without our
vigilant efforts to deliver efficient
government in Union County.

Transportation, Roads
Top List of Accomplishments

By CHESTER HOLMES

The Union
County Board
of Chosen
Freeholders
can point to
many accom-
pl ishments .
I�m particu-
larly proud of
two actions
the Free-

holder Board took this year to ad-
dress problems left over from earlier
this decade.

Just last month, this board settled
a long-standing dispute with Bergen
County over garbage. Under the le-
gal settlement, Bergen County will
pay Union County $38 million for
its share of debt on the Union County
Resource Recovery Facility. This is
a tremendous victory for Union
County and our successful efforts to
slash the debt on the incinerator.

This Freeholder Board inherited
the Resource Recovery Facility and
its debt. Court decisions deregulating
the state�s garbage system forced us
to make difficult choices and take
diligent action. We began with a
new lease agreement with Ogden
Martin, the operator of the facility,
that saved the county millions of
dollars last year.

This innovative move averted a
potential catastrophe that would have
cost taxpayers $280 million. With
the Bergen settlement, the facility�s
debt is down to $35 million, what it
was when it opened. County taxpay-
ers are the beneficiaries of this sound
fiscal management.

The Freeholders created the De-
partment of Economic Development
in 1997 with the objective of putting
Union County back to work and
making it a great place to do busi-
ness. Our economic success has ben-
efited businesses and taxpayers as
we provided successive years of tax

cuts and improved services.
The growing importance of the

global marketplace requires efficient
transportation of goods and services.
A well-maintained, continuously im-
proved transportation network is an
essential foundation for economic
growth.

This year the Freeholder Board is
reinvesting in our long-neglected roads,
bridges and other transportation infra-
structure with a five-year, $10 million
plan that will create jobs while im-
proving and rebuilding our roads.

Remarkably, this plan will not re-
sult in new spending by the County.
We will mostly use funding that was
previously approved, but unspent as
our roads deteriorated early in this
decade. Even better, getting these
projects underway will qualify Union
County for state funds to help pay for
our efforts.

We will begin our effort this spring
with the repaving of 18 streets
throughout the County, including
busy corridors like North Avenue
and Midway Avenue in Westfield,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Three
bridges and 12 intersection are on
our priority list, including several in
Westfield.

Near to my own heart is construc-
tion of the new Lawrence Street
bridge over the Rahway River. This
bridge closed in 1996, following the
finding of serious structural prob-
lems in the 87-year-old span.

This bridge carried literally thou-
sands of trucks between Union and
Middlesex Counties on a daily basis;
that traffic has been redirected to
local roads, causing congestion and
disturbing neighborhoods. I made
getting a replacement built a priority
when I joined the Freeholder Board
in 1998.

I�m happy to report that a new,
wider bridge is under construction
and will open on schedule this fall.

Parks Renovations and Union County Festivals
Offer Many Opportunities For Residents

By DEBORAH P. SCANLON

Deborah P. Scanlon of Union was elected to a three-year term on the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1997.

Spring is in
the air, flowers
and trees are in
bloom and day-
light savings
means more
hours in the day

to enjoy the great outdoors. There�s
no better time to appreciate the won-
ders of Union County�s parks.

It�s no accident that Union County
operates one of the finest park sys-
tems in New Jersey. The Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the Union
County Division of Parks and Recre-
ation are dedicated to keeping our 26
county parks pleasant, safe and af-
fordable for the
500,000 people
who call Union
County their
home.

As the Free-
holder Board�s
liaison to the
Parks and Rec-
reation Advi-
sory Board, I
am pleased to
note some of the
improvements to the Union County
Park System and the many upcoming
events of interest to Union County
residents.

It is also worth noting that for the
first time in more than 20 years there
will be no increases in recreational
fees at county facilities this year. The
Freeholders are taking this step as
part of their promise to keep the cost
of county services at a steady level.

We are currently completing a
three-year program which will see
all playgrounds in our parks being
replaced with state-of-the-art equip-
ment and safety features.

The Watchung Reservation Loop
area now boasts the largest play-
ground in the area, encompassing
nearly one acre. Children can�t be-
lieve the dreamland created espe-

cially for them.
Golfers will

also be pleased
to know that
the renova-
tions to the
County�s golf
courses are in
the home
stretch. The
computerized
r e s e r v a t i o n
system has

made playing conditions more plea-
surable and eliminated the early
morning line-ups to get a tee time.

Physical restoration of the Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
and the Galloping Hill Golf Course
is nearing completion and we look
forward to welcoming golfers back
to full play at both of these courses by
the end of the year.

In addition to the developments at

our playgrounds and golf courses, I
am also happy to report that Union
County is taking steps to rejuvenate
Upper Echo Lake and plant native
trees and vegetation to stabilize the
banks of the Rahway River and pre-
vent erosion.

Back at the Watchung Reserva-
tion, work continues on the restora-
tion of the pre-Civil War deserted
village of Feltville and a tour of the
130-acre grounds will be conducted
on Sunday, April 18.

At the nearby Watchung Stables in
Mountainside, daytime and evening
horseback riding sessions for adults
have resumed.

Special events, guaranteed to offer
something for everyone, are planned
throughout the coming months. Our
Summer Arts Festival in Echo Lake
Park will feature quality entertain-
ment ranging from the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra to the Party
Dolls.

At Nomahegan Park, plans are
underway for the second annual in-
stallment of Jersey Jazz by the Lake,
a weekend festival inaugurated last
September with performances by a
range of musicians including the leg-
endary Lionel Hampton.

A Blues Festival is planned for
Sunday, July 4, in Cedar Brook Park
and the popular Kids Kingdom
playland for children will visit three
county parks this summer.

Whether you enjoy a quiet walk in
the woods or an evening of music
under the stars, I hope you�ll dis-
cover that Union County�s parks are
better than ever.

“For these and other reasons, the health
of our trees is an important quality of
life issue throughout Union County.”

– Freeholder Stender

“It’s no accident that
Union County operates
one of the finest park

systems in New Jersey.”
– Freeholder Scanlon

Linda d. Stender of Fanwood is serving her sixth year on the Union county Board
of Chosen Freeholders. Elected in 1993 and relected in 1996, she is a former Mayor

and Borough Councilwoman in Fanwood.

Chester Holmes of Rahway was elected to the at-large Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders in 1997.

www.goleader.com

Westfield Oral Surgery
Associates, P.C.

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons

Philip R. Geron, D.M.D., F.A.A.O.M.S.
N.J. Specialty Permit # 3102

320 Lenox Avenue
Westfield

(908)
 233-8088

� Dental Extractions ~ Implants �� Dental Extractions ~ Implants �� Dental Extractions ~ Implants �� Dental Extractions ~ Implants �� Dental Extractions ~ Implants �

� T.M.J. ~ Headaches �� T.M.J. ~ Headaches �� T.M.J. ~ Headaches �� T.M.J. ~ Headaches �� T.M.J. ~ Headaches �

� Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction �� Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction �� Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction �� Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction �� Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction �

� Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea �� Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea �� Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea �� Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea �� Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea �

� Oral Medicine ~ Pathology �� Oral Medicine ~ Pathology �� Oral Medicine ~ Pathology �� Oral Medicine ~ Pathology �� Oral Medicine ~ Pathology �

Mendel I. Markowitz, D.D.S., D.A.B.O.M.S.
N.J. Specialty Permit # 3778

Morton Seligman, D.D.S., D.A.B.O.M.S.
N.J. Specialty Permit # 2450



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, April 15, 1999 Page B-11

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

improvements were paid for either di-
rectly by other governmental bodies or
with grants, not with your local tax dol-
lars. Most recently we obtained a grant of
$25,000 for our Board of Education to
use in renovating its softball fields.

2. When alternate revenue sources are
available we develop them. In 1997 the
state was going to build a radio transmis-
sion tower on the chapel island in the
middle of Route 22 and rent the tower. It
would have been a major eyesore at that
location and the state would have col-
lected the rent. We successfully resisted
the state�s plans. Today the tower stands
behind the trees in the back of Borough
Hall and the Borough is collecting rent
totally about $60,000 per year.

3. As non-residential tax payers come
to Mountainside we make sure that they
pay their fair share. This is not just real
estate tax dollars. For example, we have
in place an ordinance requiring sewer
hook up fees which has recouped part of
the money we paid Rahway Valley Sewer
Authority for increasing our flow rights.
We expect to recoup more of this money
as new businesses move into town.

Our Future �
The work that has been done has

positioned Mountainside to look to the
21st century with great confidence and
hope. Mountainside�s demographics are
undergoing a very healthy change be-
cause young couples are moving into
town. It will be a priority of this govern-
ing body to ensure that Mountainside
lives up to the hopes and expectations of
these young families. Concretely this
means a first rate educational system,
effective public safety and emergency
services, a wide variety of recreational
programs and a governing body which
is fully responsive to your hopes and
expectations, including maintenance of
the fiscal responsibility for which
Mountainside is noted.

Our local Board of Education is to be
commended for its work on our educa-
tional system.

The board met the challenge posed by
de-regionalization of providing for a
first-rate education for our high school
students. The district�s Strategic Plan
covers the areas of curriculum stan-
dards, teaching staff, communications,
students and facilities. The board has
underway studies to evaluate and re-
write the current curriculum.

Equipment in the science labs is be-
ing updated and computers have be-
come an integral part of the classroom
setting, allowing teachers to integrate
their lessons with the technology lo-
cated throughout the Deerfield School.

The board�s past efforts are showing
results. Test results in the IOWA test
showed that the student population re-
mains highly competitive with similar
districts. The eighth grade EWT (Early
Warning Test) showed marked improve-
ment in the area of mathematics.

Regarding public safety and emer-
gency services, our Police Department
under the command of Chief James
Debbie, is leading the way.

The department has set up a new
Emergency Service Unit (ESU) which
will: 1. Train our officers as EMTs, as
well as requiring EMT certification for
all new employees; and 2. Explore the
daytime needs of our fire department
and develop training programs similar
to that of the EMTs so as to fortify the
ranks of the volunteers, if needed.

The department will begin a bike
patrol in the early spring. They will
patrol our downtown and school areas.

The department will be upgrading its
technology to comply with the National
Crime Information Center (NCIC) 2000
as mandated by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI).

The Mountainside Police Department
will start a Police Athletic League pro-
gram this year.

Regarding recreational services, in
1998 our governing body changed the
way recreational services were deliv-
ered to our residents.

The change we made was to make the
Recreation Commission a department
of the Borough government. This change
has enabled us to increase the number of

residents who participate in the recre-
ation programs and services. It also en-
abled us to revamp the entire pool staff
for this past year.

The new Recreational Department
added or expanded activities in 1998 for
children�s soccer, basketball and soft-
ball. Senior citizen exercise classes were
also expanded.

We have recently installed an �ice
skating rink� in the rear of Borough
Hall, which will provide a safe area for
skating for all residents. It will be lighted,
there is outside rest room facilities near
by and on weekends we will have super-
vised bonfires.

For 1999 we have added a new mem-
ber to the staff of the Recreational De-
partment. This addition, together with
the opening of our new community room,
will make possible a host of new pro-
grams for both our children and adult
residents.

For 1999, these new programs in-
clude a community room day for fifth- to
eighth-graders for two hours after school
several days a week; a skating party, a
softball clinic, a program for pre-
schoolers called munchkin boogie, a
flag football league, a five-to-six week
basketball league at the pool basketball
courts, and physical fitness classes for
adults.

The principal purpose of the new
community room is for the residents of
Mountainside to use for recreation, meet-
ings and social events.

But when not needed for these pur-
poses we will rent it out to other groups
for educational and meeting events. In
order to provide the additional parking
spaces that use community room will
require, we applied for and received a
$185,000 grant from the state to con-
struct a paid permit parking lot across
Route 22 near the library.

The Mountainside Public Library has
increased the number of public access
computers from three to five, with one
each dedicated for the Children� Room
and the Youth Adult corner. The library
also runs a regular schedule of Internet
classes for adults.

The library has a collection of edu-
cational CD-Rom software which it
has updated on its computers and which
is especially useful for young people.
This year it started a collection of books
on tape for young people, with dona-
tions in memory of Mountainsider
Helen Tetley.

I also want to express our community�s
gratitude to Christopher E. Hondru, a
devoted member of our library board
who retired in 1998 after 10 years of
service. Chris ably served the board as
its treasurer and was always ready to
give above and beyond the call of duty.

It an effort expand communications
between the council, the borough staff
and the public.

Last year we took a further step to-
ward this goal when we started televis-
ing the council meetings and other areas
of interest on our TV-35. In 1999 we
intend to expand this program by seek-
ing our own full-time station, by em-
ploying a part-time director and by us-
ing the time and talent of volunteers.

Last summer we initiated a borough
website (mountainside-nj.com) which
will grow each year. This site provides
24-hour, 7-days per week access to infor-
mation regarding the borough, its depart-
ments and services. This site also has e-
mail access providing a 24-hour link to
communicate with the borough. An elec-
tronic newsletter and bulletin board have
also been included on the site.

In closing, please rest assured that we
are concentrating on the future of our
community and that we recognize the
importance of keeping a sensible tax
rate. We also realize that low taxes
without services and an excellent edu-
cational system will not serve any com-
munity.

Our council�s public meeting has a
public portion and our website is always
open. Please remember this is your com-
munity just as much as it is mine, and
that  your borough staff and your elected
officials are just as interested and con-
cerned about our hometown as you are.

Freeholder Mingo
tion to work � two of the most difficult
barriers to employment for people on
welfare.

Today, businesses across the county,
and in other counties, are calling on
Union County to provide them with em-
ployees, because they know they will
receive highly-trained workers who are
eager for employment. And in return,
former long-term Welfare recipients are
gaining employment, independence and
new opportunities and moving off of the
Welfare rolls.

Union County�s Division on Aging
also works hard to ensure that the people
it serves have the opportunity to continue
to live in the community of their choice.
Union County has expanded its senior
nutrition program, which provides hot
meals to older persons.

We developed a toll-free information
line that connects senior citizens with all
areas of assistance. Last year, this county
reached out to senior citizens in all 21
municipalities to provide them with in-
formation on property tax breaks avail-

able to them.
Last year we also developed the

ElderCare program, which runs educa-
tional programs in senior centers around
the county to help older persons avoid
accidents and falls, which could rob them
of their independence. This program has
produced materials and informational
classes to help senior citizens stay safer
and healthier.

For persons who have become
homebound and critically ill, the Free-
holder Board formed a partnership last
year with the Center for Hope Hospice.
Through this partnership, older persons
across the county will be eligible for
hospice care, assistance and services in
their hour of need.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders wants
to provide services that help people
achieve their own goals. Often, a small
amount of help can make the difference
between continued independence and the
need for ongoing care and assistance.
Providing that help is one of the things
we, as Freeholders, are proudest of.

laborative efforts.
The Freeholder Board will fund this

program again in 1999. The continu-
ing vitality of this program is impor-
tant. Arts and humanities not only pro-
vide us with a richer quality of life, they
are proven engines in attracting and
promoting economic development in
our communities.

Last year�s recipients included

Fanwood � TV Cable Channel 35,
for a video about vintage railroads
and the New Jersey Inter-genera-
tional Orchestra, which performed
at Lincoln Center in New York
City. The new Carriage House Po-
etry Series, in Fanwood, is funded
by a separate program from the
County�s Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

SSSSStaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columns

Eliminating Leveling in Math,
English Would Be Disservice
To SP-F Middle School Kids

Susan M. Dyckman, of Fanwood, cov-
ers the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education for The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
Elimination of leveling in mathemat-

ics and English would be a grave dis-
service to the academically-talented
middle school students in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District, a dis-
trict whose mission is to �provide an
academic environment which values
excellence, initiative, and diversity.�

Parents of these youngsters should
no more stand for a one-size-fits-all
approach to education than do parents
of children with learning and/or physi-
cal disabilities.

While this district is rightly commit-
ted to developing creative solutions for
the diversified needs of special educa-
tion students, it seems hard-pressed to
find equally creative answers to the
needs of advanced learners. We have a
responsibility to them, too.

At present, the program structured
to meet the needs of gifted youngsters
in both the elementary and middle
schools is TIB � Thinking Is Basic.
Using a mysterious formula that con-
siders a student�s grades, IQ and stan-
dardized test scores to determine eligi-
bility, the TIB program invites a very
small percentage of students to partici-
pate in grade-appropriate enrichment
opportunities during the school year.

Thankfully, that formula is presently
under review to determine its effec-
tiveness.

Elimination of leveling presents a
tremendous challenge to classroom
teachers. They must serve the highly-
divergent range of abilities found in
today�s classroom. If all are up to the
task, it could make for an exciting,
enriching classroom experience. But,
we�re not there yet.

Administrators of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools are clearly moving
in the right direction with the introduc-
tion of the 4-MAT System, a product of
Excel, Inc. 4-MAT breaks learning
styles into four major categories.

The system is designed to help teach-
ers create a learning environment that
allows individuals to be comfortable
in their own styles. It challenges both
student and teacher to stretch beyond
their comfort zone to a more complete
learning experience.

This new approach is in its infancy
with only a small percentage of teach-
ers participating to date. It will take
years before the system is operating
effectively to the benefit of all students.

To those administrators who are con-
sidering eliminating subject leveling,
or adopting an ambivalent flexible
grouping approach: proceed with cau-
tion.

Do not do away with a program that
offers an opportunity to nourish the
academically-talented students in our
middle schools until you�ve got some-
thing better to offer them. An educa-
tion limited to the confines of �thor-
ough and efficient� is not, and should
never be, the hallmark for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools.

All children, regardless of academic
ability, should have the backing of our
professional and financial resources
necessary to achieve their individual
potential. If employed properly, ability
grouping has the power to enhance the
learning experience of every student
by matching instructional strategies
with student needs.

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Wanted
Antiques and CollectiblesAntiques and CollectiblesAntiques and CollectiblesAntiques and CollectiblesAntiques and Collectibles
Also Toys � Trains � Dolls � Etc

� Cash Paid �

401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield401 Cumberland Street, Westfield

Call Any Time � 7 Days
House Calls Made

Old Treasures ChestOld Treasures ChestOld Treasures ChestOld Treasures ChestOld Treasures Chest
(Corner of South Avenue & Cumberland Street)

(908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (908) 317-9007 � (908) 351-9515 (Leave Message)

51 Elm Street, Westfield • 908-654-3566

Join us on

Saturday, April 17 � 11am to 3pm
for the

Calvin Klein Trunk Show

T@ylor Public Relations

INTERNET, E-COMMERCE & HIGH TECH MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS

Providing strategic communications services designed to establish a
unique corporate identity as well as gain and keep market
positioning.  T@ylor PR�s services include:

� Professional Writing � Press Kits, Product/Corp. Materials
� Media and Analyst Relations
� Event Planning & Management
� Business-to-Business/ Consumer Promotions & Publicity
� Employee & Community Relations
� Crisis Management & Communications
� Video Production, Scripting & Editing

T@ylor PR is a full-service, integrated marketing communications
firm specializing in Internet, electronic commerce and high tech
communications. Some of the companies served by T@ylor PR�s
management include:

Edeal.com · DynamicWeb Enterprises · PSINet · Toshiba
Computer Systems · AT&T-Bell Laboratories · Bellcore · Bigfoot
Ernst & Young �Ernie� On-Line Consulting · HireSystems ·
OnSite Access · ShopRite Supermarkets · EnviroDerm
Pharmaceuticals · Johanna Dairies · Lechters Housewares · New
York City Metropolitan Transit Authority Cards

T@ylor Public Relations
2355 Longfellow Avenue · Westfield, NJ  07090

Phone:  908-928-0600 · Fax:  908-654-6034
E-Mail: wtaylor@taylorpr.com  · Web Site:  www.taylorpr.com

Want To Forget About Your Unwanted
Facial & Body Hair This Summer?

For Most People We Can Help!

Call today to schedule a FREE visit to see if laser hair
removal is right for you.

Dermatology Associates of Westfield, P.A.
240 East Grove Street, Westfield

(908) 232-3006
Experienced � Affordable � Medical Skin Care

Offer expires 4/23/99

Mountainside Mayor
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Freeholder Sullivan
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-9

very competent and ambitious baseball
and soccer leagues, and with the assis-
tance of generous grants from Union
County, has been solving a number of
these problems.

A new bathroom and storage facility
will be built at Gumbert Park and
Tamaques will have new bathrooms at
the tennis courts and down by the pond.

Lincoln School will soon have a very
nice playground that the neighbors in the
area of Westfield Avenue have labori-
ously studied. We will have pocket parks
at Central Avenue and at Rahway Av-
enue and Watterson Street. A touch and
scent garden for the handicapped will be
coming in Clark Park.

Sycamore Field will soon undergo a
complete renovation. We are beginning
to look at the daunting prospects of reno-
vating Memorial Field. The capital bud-
get also covers some improvements to
Mindowaskin Park. Further, our Clean
Communities program will be directed
towards a cleanup at Brightwood.

But it is not enough. All that capital
money will go to waste without proper
continuing maintenance. Our Department
of Public Works which normally main-
tains the parks and fields is stretched to
the limits with a staff that has undergone
attrition for many years. We need some-
thing separate for the parks and fields.

Some people are unaware that teams
who use our fields do not pay for permits
to use those fields at given times for
practices and games. These permits are
mostly issued to Westfield teams but out
of town residents obtain the permits, as
well.

I think that it is time to consider charg-
ing fees for the use of the fields and using
those funds to maintain our parks and
fields in a more systematic manner than
has been done in the past.

The fees could be charged to the
leagues who reserve the times on the
fields. Obviously, they would be passed
onto the users, the players themselves,
but the level of fee could allow the
charges to be relatively nominal to alle-
viate the concern that the charge may be
the reason a child was not playing base-
ball and we can trust the leagues to
budget for any cases that demonstrate
hardships, as they do now.

Whatever income is generated is the
level of park and field maintenance we
will be able to afford. No more, no less.
That way, we do not tap the taxpayer for
any more taxes and we achieve a nicer
look for Westfield and safer fields for our
children�s sports.

I do not see a downside. It is a rare
moment that we get a win-win in govern-
ment and this is one of them.

Councilman Walsh
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-5

ties to improve existing parks and pre-
serve open space. Last year, this board
also renovated county ballfields and play-
grounds � a much-needed effort that
brought them up to modern safety stan-
dards and gave children new equipment
and playing areas.

We also purchased a 14-acre parcel of
land along the Elizabeth River, preserv-
ing it from development.

Many residents have enjoyed the
results of the HEART Grants pro-
gram we developed. This program
funded artists, historians, musicians,
theater groups and other cultural pro-
grams around the county. We also
presented the Jersey Jazz by the Lake
festival of music and food, held at
Nomahegan Park, with headliner
Lionel Hampton and a full slate of

nationally-known jazz, blues, soul and
gospel musicians.

Finally, we worked hard to build inter-
national ties between this county and
business centers around the world. We
hosted a delegation from our sister city,
Wenzhou, China, a thriving industrial
area with billions of dollars in trade. We
also worked with delegations from Saudi
Arabia, Portugal and Luxembourg in an
effort to foster economic investment and
business with this region.

This board has made investments in
our future and in our quality of life a
priority. As we enter the 21st century,
these investments will make Union
County a better place to live, learn and
work for our residents and their children,
which is our strongest mandate as elected
officials.

Freeholder Ruotolo
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-9

Editor�s Note
As a special feature to this

edition, we have invited our staff
and free-lance writers to pen
guest opinion columns.

Since today�s newspaper is be-
ing mailed to all households in
Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside, we
think that this is an excellent
opportunity for them to exercise
their intellect. We let them select
the topics.



Page B-12  Thursday, April 15, 1999 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Art Education Needs
To Come Out of Closets,

Off the Carts in Town
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

SSSSStaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columnstaff Guest Columns

Michelle H. LePoidevin covers the
Westfield Board of Education in addi-
tion to writing reviews of local commu-
nity theater groups as well as the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra concerts.

When I was learning how to dip my
paintbrush into a paintbox and glued
together my first collage, I was fortu-
nate enough to have a permanent class-
room for my studies.

Unfortunately, I can�t say the same for
the elementary school classrooms in the
Westfield school system. Paint sets,
brushes, construction paper, and other art
supplies are placed on a three-tiered cart
and schlepped in by a portable teacher.

Don�t get me wrong. The fine arts
teachers do wonders with the situation
they have been given. I�ve seen the
miraculous artwork displayed in the
hallways of Franklin Elementary School
and thought, �What a wonderful job
these children are doing under such
difficult circumstances.�

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley, recently told me that he
believes the students are suffering to
some extent by not having the neces-
sary space available for their art and
music instruction.

�As an educator, clearly there are
things we can do in an art room that are
very difficult to do on a cart,� he stressed.

Picture your child trying to manage
paper mache, painting, and clay sculp-
tures upon an average-sized desk in-
stead of a spacious art table. His or her
teacher must instruct a class while al-
lowing time for cleanup and set up
because the classroom is not their own.
This is not art class. It�s a race against
time. It�s a juggling act.

Our Superintendent tells me that the
$11.7 million bond passed by the tax-
payers will enable the elementary
schools to free up space for art
classrooms�eventually�no promises.
Meanwhile, back at the cart, students
are waiting to adequately express their
creativity until classrooms free up.

Students who are musically inclined
are also suffering. Presently, music in-
struction is held in hallways and kitch-
ens. Teachers store books in borrowed
classrooms and carts and tote a com-
pact disk/record player.

Will this kind of music instruction
fully spark the talent and interest of
your child? What does the transporting

of art and music materials on a cart
really say about the priority of arts
education in our elementary schools? It
seems to be very low on the totem pole.

Dr. Foley did not want to burden the
taxpayer too much by including such
extended costs in the $11.7 million
bond referendum, stating that there is
�just so much you can ask� from the
community.

But, consider one resident who asked
the Board of Education to include the
�whole kit and caboodle� at a hearing in
December, 1998 before the bond vote.
The resident meant arts education. He
felt that students were suffering.

By suffering, we�re not talking about
coloring outside of the lines or using
too much glitter. What concerns me
and many parents is the fear that devel-
oping a student�s creativity isn�t receiv-
ing as much regard as math and sci-
ence, or computers and language arts.

What many educators fail to realize is
that subjects such as biology and litera-
ture can best be untangled and explored
by the accompaniment of art. For ex-
ample, understanding marine life by con-
structing a colorful aquarium or analyz-
ing a poem through a collage � art isn�t
such a throw away subject then, is it?

I fear that when children in
Westfield think about their elemen-
tary art education, they will remem-
ber a cart and a struggling teacher,
not a fulfilling experience where they
spread out their supplies in a class-
room and had the adequate time to
develop their skills.

When I look back to my arts educa-
tion, I remember going to my cubby in
my art classroom, proudly selecting my
supplies and turning out some fun cre-
ations. I was proud of myself. I was
proud that my teacher didn�t have to
rush and worry about the classroom
being �borrowed.� I cultivated my tal-
ents in art because I was fortunate to
have them fostered in a classroom at
such an early age.

Music and art teachers in our el-
ementary schools deserve a rousing
round of applause, a standing ovation.
They deserve our admiration for the
way they have inspired children in such
limiting surroundings.

�They�re making due,� Dr. Foley told
me. Isn�t it past due that the children in
our elementary schools have art and
music classrooms of their own?

By FRED ROSSI

Fred Rossi, a Westfield resident, is a freelance writer for The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. He covers the Scotch Plains Township
Council.

* * * * *
While the old saying goes, if it ain�t

broke, don�t fix it, other lines of think-
ing warn of the dangers of inertia. Times
change, and we should change with
them, someone once said. The only thing
resting on your laurels gets you is fat,
close-minded and out-of-touch, un-
aware of what is going on around you.

Westfield�s downtown business dis-
trict is the town�s greatest asset. Sure,
the vacancy rate is sometimes higher
than normal, parking is at a premium,
traffic is more clogged than we�d like,
and some of us worry about too many
chain stores turning downtown into a
large outdoor shopping mall.

But, unlike other downtown districts
in the area, Westfield offers a great deal
in the way of shopping, restaurants,
entertainment and culture � during the
day and at night and on weekdays and
weekends as well.

It isn�t perfect. There are things �
four that I�ve identified � that can be
fixed or improved that would make the
downtown area safer and more attractive
to shoppers and families. Some of these
ideas are already being discussed pub-
licly, some will be unpopular and others
may be worthy of outright dismissal.

But it�s time to at least think about
some changes that will prevent Down-
town Westfield from becoming unsafe,
too crowded and less than picture perfect.

First, the biggest problem is the un-
acceptable traffic pattern that causes
such congestion at the intersections of
East Broad Street and Mountain and
Central Avenues. Crossing these streets
on foot is extremely dangerous.

Motorists turning from Mountain and
Central onto East Broad often times
don�t yield to traffic. The layout of the
streets there means the Mountain-Cen-
tral Avenue corridor is the only viable
way to travel between Route 22 and
much of the south side of town.

Wouldn�t it make sense to realign the
bottom of Mountain Avenue so it runs
straight into Elmer Street? Doing this
would provide another artery from
Mountain toward the southern part of
town, alleviate the traffic on Central,
and allow motorists to turn left from
Mountain and Elmer onto East Broad.
Placing a traffic light there would make
pedestrian crossing easier and better
control the traffic flow.

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
would understandably object to such a
plan. But a slight leftward shift of the
last 100 to 200 feet of Mountain Avenue
would not have to result in a perfectly-
even alignment with Elmer Street; as
long as motorists on both streets know
they can cross East Broad, the intersec-
tion doesn�t have to be an exact cross.

And the amount of land that would be
excised from the church�s property, in-
cluding new sidewalks, storm drains and
the like, would not be much in the end.

Second, as the town government has
already admitted, the parking situation
downtown is a problem. The plan to
build a parking deck is an unfortunate
and ugly solution, but really the only
solution. The issue here is to place it in
a spot where it won�t stick out like a
sore thumb and degrade the overall
appearance of downtown.

Two locations come to mind: behind

the row of stores on East Broad that
includes Barron�s, Kay-Bee Toys and
The Gap and the lot on Elm Street
between Trader Joe�s and the Paprika
Grille building.

The first spot is well-hidden, but
permits easy access to Elm and East
Broad Streets, while the second spot, if
fronted with a row of retail shops, would
serve to extend the downtown shop-
ping district northward just a bit.

Third, once the parking deck is com-
pleted, Quimby Street should be closed
off to cars and turned into a pedestrian
only area. Put in a row of trees down the
center of what is now the roadway,
throw in some benches and a table or
two, and there would be an instant park
right in the center of downtown.

The two dozen or so parking spots
presently located on that quaint and usu-
ally quiet street will be more than made
up for by the new parking deck. Quimby
is, by far, the most peaceful area in down-
town, regardless of the time of day. Imag-
ine that area as a spot for kids to play,
shoppers to unwind, friends to meet and,
perhaps, street musicians to perform �
all without any traffic.

Fourth, in the interest of safety first
and honesty second, the police should
again start handing out tickets to com-
muter jaywalkers crossing the traffic
lanes under or near the railroad overpass
and circle. Or, a simple and esthetically-
pleasing pedestrian bridge should be
built alongside the railroad crossing.

After the police undertook their re-
cent ticket-writing blitz, I was amused
at the outcry of protests from adults
who defended their right to danger-
ously cross four and five lanes of traffic
on their way to their parked cars.

I had two thoughts when I read of
their protests. One was, what a lousy
example they�re setting for kids. The
second was, where were all those people
going anyway? The parking lot for train
commuters is the other direction.
Granted, some of the pedestrians were
walking home, but a good many of
them were likely heading to their cars
that were parked illegally in the Lord &
Taylor and Westfield �Y� lots or on the
local streets.

I lived next to the �Y� for nearly
three years and repeatedly saw com-
muters park their cars for free in that
area and walk to the train. So, after
handing out jaywalking tickets, the
police should head over to these two
lots and wait for the selfish pedestrians
to arrive back at their illegally parked
vehicles and ticket them again.

The devil is in the details, of course.
Business concerns would have to ad-
dressed. Legal and regulatory issues
regarding roadway realignment would
have to be worked out. The costs in-
volved in implementing these propos-
als would have to be carefully scruti-
nized. The concerns of local merchants
and residents would have to be heard.

Downtown Westfield isn�t in need of
major surgery, by any means. But do-
ing nothing now risks turning the most
attractive downtown in the county into
a small-scale version of mid-town Man-
hattan, where cars and trucks rule, and
pedestrians and local merchants are
relegated to a secondary role � watch-
ing, carefully, from the curb.By PAUL J. PEYTON

Taking advantage of the vast opportu-
nities the Internet offers, William Taylor
of Westfield has launched a full-service,
integrated marketing communications
company specializing in Internet, elec-
tronic commerce and high technologies
communications.

Mr. Taylor, whose firm, T@ylor Pub-
lic Relations, is located on Longfellow
Avenue in Westfield, said his company
will �bridge the gap between the Internet
and high tech companies and their exter-
nal audiences regardless of whether they
are consumer oriented or business-to-
business.�

His work experience is in the area of
business-to-business, Internet, electronic
commerce and high technology, which
he obtained while working for such firms
as PepperCom Inc., Poppe Tyson Public
Relations, and DynamicWeb Enterprises.

*  *  *  *  *
James Eldridge, 3rd, a 1973 graduate

of Westfield High School, has been ap-
pointed Vice President of Purchasing
and Distribution for Downingtown, Penn-
sylvania-based Softsmart, Inc., a reseller
of computer software, software licenses
and hardware.

Mr. Eldridge, who has been with the
company since 1994, was previously the
Director of Purchasing. By virtue of the
new executive appointment, his role will
be expanded to include directing the
functions for Softsmart.

He attended Beaver College in
Glenside, Pennsylvania, and Temple
University in Philadelphia.

*  *  *  *  *
Elsa Reichmanis of Westfield was hon-

ored on March 23 by the American Chemi-
cal Society as the recipient of the 1999
Award in Applied Polymer Science.

She was honored for her contributions
to the creation of ever-smaller and more
efficient computer chips. These chips
are now used in automobiles, microwave
ovens and even personal computers.

Ms. Reichmanis, who joined Bell
Laboratories (now part of Lucent Tech-
nologies) 20 years ago, is currently head
of the Polymer and Organic Materials
Research Department at the company.

The chips she and her team designed
are patterned layer by layer with the help
of polymers. The process begins with a
flat, featureless wafer of silicon. It is first
coated with one of Ms. Reichmanis�s
polymers, a thin film of plastic-like ma-
terial that protects the chip�s face while
its pattern is being etched.

The wafer is then treated with a reac-
tive gas that eats into the exposed silicon.

The chips designed by Ms.
Reichmanis�s group are said to be sensi-
tive to a shorter wavelength of light,
which means narrower channels and finer
patterns are possible, Society spokes-
woman Charmayne Marsh said.

The award was sponsored by Phillips
Petroleum Company.

*  *  *  *  *
Mountainside research sociologist and

epidemiologist, Dr. Ronald Glassman,
will speak at a statewide conference on
domestic abuse slated for tomorrow, Fri-
day, April 16.

His presentation will be entitled: �Sur-
vivors by Proxy: When Dads Hurt Moms
They Hurt Kids Too�. The �Survivors by
Proxy� was coined by Dr. Glassman and
refers to children who have grown up in
homes characterized by repeated spousal
abuse including verbal, physical, sexual
or emotional abuse.

*  *  *  *  *
The New Jersey Health Care Finan-

cial Management Association has pre-
sented its 1999 President�s Gold Medal
Award for Dedicated Service to Theodosia
A. Tamborlane, an attorney and founding
partner of Tamborlane & Printz law firm
in Mountainside.

The law firm offers a full-range of
legal services to businesses and health
care providers in New Jersey, New York
and Florida.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Jennifer M. Tareco of Westfield

has joined the Department of Pediatric
Orthopedic Surgery at Children�s Hospi-
tal of New Jersey at Newark Beth Israel
Medical Center in Newark.

She is a graduate of the Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine in Balti-
more, where she also completed her in-
ternship in general surgery and a resi-
dency in orthopedic surgery.

Dr. Tareco was the recipient of the
Administrative Chief Resident Award
while at Johns Hopkins. She completed a
fellowship in pediatric orthopedics at the
Orthopaedic Institute, Hospital for Joint
Diseases in New York City.

*  *  *  *  *
Jacobson and Company, a ceiling and

drywall contractor in Elizabeth, is cel-
ebrating its 110th year in business. John
D. Jacobson of Westfield serves as Chair-
man. He was President from 1970 to
1981.

The company, founded in 1889 by
Gustave Jacobson as a small plastering
business in New York City, entered its
fifth generation of family ownership in
1993 when Thomas D. Jacobson became
President.

Shortly after its founding, the com-
pany quickly gained a reputation with
installations that included Pompeian
Court in the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the Cloisters in Upper Manhattan,
the Presidential Palace in Cuba and even
Heart Castle.

Gustave�s son, Victor, was President
from 1937 until 1956, followed by Mar-
tin Brennan from 1959 to 1970. John D.
Jacobson (Victor�s son), the current
Chairman, served as President from 1970
to 1981. He was succeeded by Neil R.
Jacobson, Victor�s nephew, from 1981
until the latter�s death in 1991. Thomas
D. Jacobson is the son of John D. Jacobson.
Today, the company employs over 150.

Full service houses also provide
research, investment recommenda-
tions, cash management accounts and
other services. Although they have
web sites in which you can view your
account and receive market informa-
tion, they presently do not support
online trading.

This may change this year as sev-
eral firms are now considering add-
ing online trading to their list of ser-
vices.

In May 1975, industry deregula-
tion allowed the creation of the dis-
count-brokerage business. Discount
brokers, as the name implies, charge
less for trades than full service bro-
kers. When this segment of the indus-
try emerged they offered limited ser-
vices.

Their segment of the market is indi-
viduals and businesses who make their
own investment decisions. At first,
services were limited. However, with
time, the services offered have sub-
stantially increased.

At first, trades were executed via
brokers. As the computer and tele-
phone technology improved, trades
could also be made via touch tone
telephone. About four years ago
online trading began to appear on the
scene.

Discount brokers such as Charles
Schwab & Company introduced
e.Schwab a system by which their
customers could execute trades using
a personal computer. And with on-
line trading, commissions were sig-
nificantly reduced and the number of
online brokers increased.

Charles Schwab has since
transitioned to the Internet and offers
a wide range of services but does not
provide recommendations.

Instead, they and many of the online
brokers provide extensive research
by which the individual can reach
their own conclusion.

Full service brokerage houses have
the lion�s share of the business con-
trolling $3.2 trillion in assets versus
$4.2 billion for the online brokers.

But the online brokers have more
than doubled their share of all equity
trades over the last two years. A com-
parison of costs for three full service
brokers and three online brokers are:

A Sample of Online Brokers:
• Charles Schwab, www.schwab.

com, $29.95 per trade up to 1,000
shares 3 cents per additional share.

• E*Trade, www.etrade.com,
$14.95 per market-order, up to 5,000
shares; 1 cent per additional share.
Add $5 for limit orders or over-the
counter stocks.

• DLJdirect, www.dljdirect.com,
$20 per trade up to 1,000 shares; 2
cents per additional share.

A Sample of Full Service Brokers:
• Morgan Stanley Dean Witter,

www.deanwitter.com. Asset manage-
ment fee; $40 per trade for $100,000
account, 56 trades per year. No online
trading.

• PaineWebber,  www.paine
webberedge.com. Asset management
fee; $43 per trade for $100,000 ac-
count, 52 trades per year. No online
trading.

• Prudential Securities, www.
prusec.com Asset-management fee
1.5 percent for $100,000 account.
Decreases with larger accounts.
$24.95 per trade, no limit on trades.
No online trading.

In summary, if you like making and
executing investment decisions, are
concerned about cost per trade, have
access to a personal computer and

Full Service Brokers, Online Brokers
How Do They Compare?

enjoy doing your own research, want
to invest the time to understand busi-
ness trends and market conditions, then
online trading may be for you.

If you want a professional to help
you manage your financial plan, the
full service houses would like have
your business.

* * * * *
Eugene �Gene� Reiss, of Scotch

Plains, is President of TurnAround
Strategies, which provides consult-
ing services for businesses and indi-
viduals.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-4

John D. Jacobson and his wife,
Josephine, are the authors of the long-
running �Word Sleuth� column that runs
weekly in The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
Shari L. Hartstein of Scotch Plains

has joined the accounting and consult-
ing firm of J.H. Cohn LLP with offices in
Roseland, Englewood Cliffs,
Lawrenceville, New York City,
Bronxville, New York and San Diego,
California.

As a Manager, she specializes in work-
out and bankruptcy for the firm. Ms.
Hartstein is a certified insolvency and
reorganization accountant. She has ex-
tensive experience in insolvency mat-
ters on behalf of both debtors and credi-
tors, as well as extensive retail experi-
ence.

A graduate of the State University of
New York at Plattsburg, she holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Manage-
ment Science.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Nancymarie Bride of Gateway

Counseling Associates of Westfield
has been cited by the New Jersey
Counseling Association and the New
Jersey Association for Marriage and
Family Counselors for her work as
Editor of the Journal of Professional
Counseling.

She was honored for her contribution
to the field of marriage and family coun-
seling, as well as her advocacy efforts on
behalf of individuals undergoing mental
health care.

As founder of Gateway, Dr. Bride
counsels both individuals and couples
and also serves on the clinical faculty of
the Kean University Department of Spe-
cial Education.

Dr. Bride is a 15-year Westfield resi-
dent and is a member of Soroptimist
International of the Greater Westfield
Area.

*  *  *  *  *
Stephen C. Bohlinger of Westfield

has been promoted to National Sales
Director for Cooking Light, a Birming-
ham, Alabama-based magazine pub-
lished by Southern Progress Corpora-
tion, a Division of Time Warner Inc.

In his new role, Mr. Bohlinger will be
responsible for overseeing the sales ef-
forts for the entire country. He joined
the magazine in 1991 from Ladies Home
Journal, where he was an account ex-
ecutive for food, apparel, health and
beauty aids, and drug and remedies cat-
egories. Prior to that, he was with Inside
Sports.

He holds a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Business Administration from
Kutztown University in Pennsylvania.

*  *  *  *  *
Talking Business appears periodi-

cally in The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Sub-
missions should be sent to
paul@goleader.com

Talking Business

Editorial Cartoonist
Places First in Contest

Dale Neseman, editorial cartoon-
ist for The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, has
won first
place for the
best editorial
cartoon in
Division 4 of
The New
York Press
Association�s
annual con-
test.

The con-
test�s catego-
ries are based
upon circula-
tion of the
competing newspapers. Division 4
consists of weekly newspapers in the

Forced Busing for Children:
Detrimental and Outdated

By DEBRORAH MADISON
Deborah Madison, a Scotch Plains resident, is a new freelance writer to

The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. She has
covered Scotch Plains Planning Board hearings as well as a political
convention and has a keen interest in education issues.

*  *  *  *  *
The 28-year-old program of desegre-

gating our schools through mandated,
forced busing has outlived its useful-
ness. Forced busing has not only failed
to successfully socially integrate mi-
nority students into non-minority neigh-
borhoods, but it has been proven to be
detrimental to the social, emotional and
academic success of the very minority
students it was intended to help. It is
time to re-assess.

Forced busing isolates children and
their families away from their neigh-
borhood schools and places them into
environments that are often ostracizing
and alienating.

The academic, social and emotional
consequences to this alienation cannot
be quantified, but must be acknowl-
edged. Why should minority children
be deprived the advantages and ben-
efits that are afforded their wealthier
peers who live in neighborhoods that
are not deemed to be �quota-fillers?�
This is a severe penalty placed on chil-
dren based on what neighborhood their
families can afford to live in.

School systems are currently federally
funded to carry out and enforce man-
dated desegregation. They are not, how-
ever, mandated to carry this out by means
of forced busing. There are ways to de-
segregate schools, such as controlled-
choice and open enrollment systems that
allow schools to carry out this mandate
while not depriving parents of their right
to choose a neighborhood school. Our
neighborhoods are now sufficiently inte-
grated so that our school district could
allow most families their choice of neigh-
borhood schools without violating the
desegregation mandates.

Many school districts around the
country, including several in New Jer-
sey, have done away with this anti-
quated system of desegregation in favor

of a more enlightened, open enrollment
or controlled-choice approach.

Recognizing that parents are the ones
who are best suited to decide what is
most beneficial for their children, these
school systems allow parents the choice
of sending their children to their neigh-
borhood schools. Many committees
around the country, headed by minority
and non-minority parents alike, are
forming grass-roots organizations to
overturn their school districts� forced
busing systems.

There is a national organization unit-
ing parents across America to end ra-
cial control of public school assign-
ments called The National Association
for Neighborhood Schools, Inc., or
NANS. NANS is a united national ef-
fort by all races and nationalities to end
this disenfranchisement of parental con-
trol and children�s rights to an equitable
and fair education.

If you would like to know more about
open enrollment, controlled-choice and
your rights as a parent to choose a
neighborhood school, you can contact
the Scotch Plains Committee for Paren-
tal Choice (SPCPC) at (908) 322-1181.
The SPCPC needs your support to in-
fluence policy makers.

NANS and the SPCPC strongly urge
all parents to voice your opinion, or it
will be voiced for you. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District is plan-
ning a massive redistricting which will
affect where your children are sent to
school next.

It is time that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District got caught up
to date with a more modern and healthy
approach to providing what is best for
all of our children.

You can also contact NANS, P.O.
Box 14883, Columbus, Ohio 43214, or
visit their web site at: http://
www.nans.org.

highest circulation category.
Mr. Neseman has won four first-

place awards since 1993 and an award
for third
place in
1997. For the
past year,
Dale has
been �Cyber-
commuting�
to Westfield
from Buffalo,
NewYork.

The win-
ning cartoon
( p i c t u r e d
here) was
o r i g i n a l l y

published by The Sun newspaper of
Hamburg, New York.

Property Taxes In the Region
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-1

Scotch Plains and Fanwood
These towns share costs of the

school system adjusted each year based
on a state formula that considers as-
sessed property value, family income
and the number of students. Most
people accept the computation rather
than trying to understand the details of
how it works.

Currently, the Scotch Plains mu-
nicipal government is proposing a siz-
able property tax increase to the con-
sternation of many. In reverse,
Fanwood Borough states that their tax
assessment will not include any tax
increases.

The Proposed State Property Tax
Rebate

The state government is consider-
ing to rebate about $120 per home-
owner since there is rising concern
over homeowner property taxes. It�s a
nice gesture, but it�s a small factor.
Wouldn�t it be more efficient not to
collect the taxes at all? And, shouldn�t
there be an end to unfunded state man-
dates and court rulings?

So, all the schools and governments
in our region can be defined by a circle

with a radius of about five miles. There
are several arrangements and formu-
lae that ultimately determine the
amount of a residents� property tax.

If you do the numbers, our biggest
cost salvation is that only 40 percent of
the residences have children in school.
If that number grows to 60 percent
with children in school, the property
taxes would rise by about 35 percent
given current expenditure rates and,
we would need to build more schools
at an additional expense.

This is a great region for all of us to
live; but, things can be complex at
times. An informed citizenry creates
the best democracy. Voting is the es-
sence of democracy. Get informed and
vote next week. Let�s overcome the
apathy of the recent past where only 15
percent of the registered voters show
up at the polls for school board elec-
tions. Support your local officials and
make your views and wishes known.

*  *  *  *  *
See the election results on the

Internet just after the polls close on
Tuesday, April 20, at 9 p.m., at
www.goleader.com

Minor Fixing Could Benefit
Westfield�s Downtown Area
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Losavios Recalls 60 Years of History Behind
John�s Meat Market in Scotch Plains

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS � John�s Meat
Market on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains is living proof that �if you�re
going to do something, do it right.�

The township landmark opened
its doors on April 17, 1939, with
John Losavio at the helm. Sixty years
later, business is better than ever.
Quite a tribute to the 82-year old
proprietor, a master salesman, who,
today, works alongside sons Vincent
and Nicholas.

The Losavios attribute the shop�s
success to their father�s commitment
to sell the highest grade of meat
available.

As Vinnie said, �Prime costs more
per pound, but our customers come
back.�

They purchase their meat from the
same New York distributor, Wishel
Meat Packing, as well as Brooklyn�s
Peter Luger�s, and New York�s
Gallagher�s Steak House,
Ottomonelis Market, Lobell�s Mar-
ket and Balduccis.

In fact, John received an award
from Wishel as the �top prime meat
market for more than 60 years.�

Vinnie relayed the story of how the
head of the house at Peter Luger�s,
while buying at Wishel�s, made the
announcement, �Whatever the guy
from Jersey buys, give me the mate to
it.�

While there is certainly no substi-
tute for a quality product, one visit to
John�s demonstrates why the market
has operated successfully for six de-
cades: every man behind the counter
is a connoisseur of personalized cus-
tomer service.

They offer an effective blend of
friendliness, professionalism and a
willingness to accommodate that be-
speaks a first-class operation.

Vinnie called the team �a custom-
ized meat crew,� all of whom have
owned their own shops over the years:
Roland Monelli, Karl Habel, Stan
Kaufman, Lou Otaro and Phil Lorio.

With some prodding, the Losavios

relayed some of the events that have
earned a spot in the annals of John�s
Market.

There was the Christmas Eve when
Vinnie, who lives in Scotch Plains,
was sitting down to a lobster dinner,
when he received a call from a pan-

icked local resident (an actress on a
soap opera) who had forgotten to
pick up her holiday order.

She got the family number from
the police department. Vinnie left
dinner to open the shop to make sure
the customer�s Christmas dinner
would not be spoiled.

Nick recalled the times during a
power outage when he had to run
over to Russo�s Business Machines
at the corner of Park and Bartle
Avenues to weigh customers� orders
because the scales were out of com-
mission.

Then, there is the customer who
travels every Saturday from Little
Ferry for his order at the request of
his wife, a Board of Health inspector.

She heard at a professional confer-
ence how well-kept John�s is and will
not let him buy their meat anywhere
else.

It seems, too, that customers are
hard-pressed to leave John�s when
they move out of the area. As a result,

the Losavios have packed, frozen
and delivered an order to Newark
International Airport for shipment to
North Carolina.

The shop has a standing �freezer
order� that goes out to Casheun, Ari-
zona. The butchers have even con-
sulted with a counterpart across the
Atlantic Ocean when a former cus-
tomer called in from London to have
them describe �the cut of a London
broil.� Interestingly, the British
butcher was not familiar with that
cut of beef.

John�s Market�s service extends
beyond the walls of the shop into the
community to schools and churches.
In January, the butchers served 165
homeless people a rich, beef stew at

the First Convent Methodist Church
in Plainfield.

�We always give money to people,�
said Vinnie, �but it was nice to do
that ourselves.�

The shop is very much a family
affair. John�s wife, Marie, handles
the books and helps out at the cash
register during busy holiday times.
Vinnie said his mother, who received
a Master�s degree from The Juilliard
School of Music passed up a promis-
ing career as a singer to support her
husband�s business.

As a young woman, Mrs. Losavio
was a guest soloist during the
Christmas concert of the Down-
town Glee Club of New York at
Carnegie Hall.

Of her husband, Mrs. Losavio said,
�He came from a musical family, so
he was easy to know. We both love
music.�

Of the butcher business, she said,
�It�s innate with him. The big thing
is he loves his work, and looks
forward to coming in every morn-
ing.�

Third-generation Losavios are into
the business, as well. Vinnie Jr. helps
out by scrubbing the butcher blocks
and assisting customers with their
bags. Vinnie�s daughter, Marie, also
a singer, has produced several mar-
keting newsletters and advertise-
ments for the business. She attends
Union County College.

Nick�s daughter, Katherine, who
attends Boston College, does a lot of
computer work for John�s Market,
developing packaging labels and
product information.

Interestingly, Mr. Losavio did not
come from a family of butchers. His
father owned a barber shop. What
might the octogenarian have become
if not a butcher?

�I would have liked to have been a
surgeon,� said Mr. Losavio with his
customary twinkle.

�People say I have a surgeon�s
hands,� he added.

Maybe that�s why the meat is cut
with such precision.

Electronic Voting Machines
Called Easiest to Operate

ELIZABETH � Union County Free-
holder Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari has
announced that the new voting machines,
which will be in use throughout the
county for the annual school board elec-
tions on Tuesday, April 20, are the most
user-friendly models to date.

The office titles will appear in a no-
ticeably larger size, making voting easier
for those with vision problems, accord-
ing to Freeholder Scutari. Candidates�
names also will be slightly larger than
before. A large magnifier will also be in
the booth, for those who would benefit
from making the text even larger.

The new machines allow wheelchair
users and those with limited dexterity to
vote without having someone assist them
in most cases. Small levers are no longer
used to make selections, and handles are
no longer needed to close the curtain and
to record votes. District board workers
can adjust the height of the machine, so
voters in wheelchairs may be accommo-
dated.

�You just enter the curtained booth,
and press the box to the right of the names
of the candidates of your choice, or the box
to the right of the yes or no on public
questions,� said Freeholder Scutari.

�Once you touch the box, a green X
appears. Made a mistake or changed
your mind? Just as you could lift a lever
on the old machines to cancel that poten-

tial vote, now you simply touch the spot
again where you want to cancel the selec-
tion,� he continued.

�When you�re finished voting, there�s
no need to use two hands to grab a handle
to open the curtain and record your vote.
Just touch the red cast button,� Free-
holder Scutari added.

He described how 92-year-old Mamie
Carter of Elizabeth tried her hand at the
new machines during a recent demon-
stration.

�I believe that her reaction was some-
thing like, �Is that all there is to it?�
Whether you are young or just young at
heart like Mrs. Carter, if you can point
and touch, you can use the new ma-
chines,� Freeholder Scutari said.

Individuals seeking to �write-in� their
personal choices won�t have to worry
that their handwriting isn�t legible enough
and therefore that their votes might not
be counted, according to Freeholder
Scutari.

He revealed that the new machine has
a column marked �personal choice� that
allows voters access to a keypad where
they type in the name of their choice.

Chairman Scutari added that he hopes
Union County voters find these new ma-
chines so user-friendly that Union County
proves to have the highest percentage of
registered voters who turn out to cast
their ballots in the future.

EASY VOTING�Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage, left, watches Mamie
Carter of the New Zion Baptist Church Fellowship Group of Elizabeth demon-
strate the ease with which individuals can use the new voting machines. Looking
on is Phillip Campo, an Investigator/Technician with the Union County Board
of Education, who showed Mrs. Carter how to use the machines. The units will
be in use throughout the county for the annual school board elections on Tuesday,
April 20.

Search for Berkeley Heights School Superintendent
Winds Down to Final Two Candidates for Post

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS � The
Berkeley Heights Board of Educa-
tion is getting closer to choosing a
new superintendent for its kinder-
garten through 12th grade district,
narrowing the candidates to two.

In the last week, the board has been
checking references of the two candi-
dates, and expects to approach one of
them shortly to try to begin negotia-
tions. Depending on how the nego-
tiations proceed, a contract with a
new superintendent could be signed
by the end of the school year.

The two finalists are Dr. Richard
Bozza, Superintendent of the
Montville kindergarten through 12th
grade district in Morris County, and
Dr. Walter Mahler, Superintendent
of a pre-kindergarten through eighth
grade district in Clinton Township in
Hunterdon County.

Both men have gone through a
round of interviews and meetings
with school board members, and dur-
ing the month of March met with
various focus groups which included
teachers, administrators, community
leaders, high school students and
parents.

Berkeley Heights began the search
for a new superintendent in Novem-
ber.

The school board used the New

Jersey School Boards Association to
assist in the search. Robert Stowell,
the long-time current Berkeley
Heights superintendent, will retire in
July when he moves to South Caro-
lina.

The search for a new superinten-
dent has been a major undertaking
for the eight-person school board,
and both incumbent school board
candidates, Paul Beisser and Ciro
Scalera, have cited selection of a new
administrator as a top task during
their terms.

Dr. Bozza has been Superinten-
dent of the Montville school district
for the last 10 years. The district has
3,300 students, with an annual bud-
get of $32 million.

He has 26 years of experience in
public education. Dr. Bozza began
his career as a classroom teacher, and
moved along an administrative path,
working in a supervisory capacity for
10 years in Long Branch.

He served as the Principal of
Montville Middle School from 1980
to 1985, before becoming Superin-
tendent for the Marie Katzenbach
School for the Deaf. He remained
there for four years until assuming
his present position.

Dr. Bozza received his bachelor�s
and master�s degrees from Monmouth
University, and earned his Doctorate
of Education at Rutgers University.

Dr. Mahler has been Superinten-
dent since 1994 in Clinton Town-
ship. The district has 1,689 students,
with an annual budget of $14 mil-
lion.

He has 26 years of public educa-
tion experience. The first six were
spent as a special education teacher
in Fairfield and Bernardsville town-
ships. Dr. Mahler then spent five
years as Director/Coordinator of spe-
cial services in Bernardsville.

In 1989 he became Superintendent
in the town of Lafayette in Sussex
County, where he remained until he
took over in Clinton Township.

Dr. Mahler earned his Bachelor of
Arts Degree from Jersey City State
College, his Master of Arts Degree
from Montclair State University, and
his Doctorate of Education from Se-
ton Hall University.

Carole Larsen, a representative of
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation, said a search for a new super-
intendent usually takes about six
months. She said the search in Ber-
keley Heights went particularly
smooth.

Berkeley Heights has 2,300 stu-
dents, 750 of whom are high school
students.

Notable Homes Tour to Offer
Look at an Array of Designs

RECALLING BERMUDA�The Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
will feature five houses on this year�s �Tour of Notable Homes� on Saturday,
May 1, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Participants will have a chance to view an array
of architectural designs and interior decor styles. This ranch-style home in the
Wychwood section of Westfield, owned by Jane and Louis Franz, is known as the
�Bermuda House� and will be among those featured on the tour.

WESTFIELD � The five homes
showcased on this year�s �Tour of
Notable Homes,� set for Saturday,
May 1, will offer participants the
opportunity to view a collage of ar-
chitectural styles and interior decors.

�Home trend experts have said that
elegance and comfort define the
present and future of home design,
and they are both distinguishing hall-
marks of this year�s featured homes,�
said Renee Trabert, Co-Chairwoman
of the event, which is being spon-
sored by the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO).

Four homes in Westfield and one in
Mountainside will be open to ticket
holders from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. that day.

All proceeds from the event will be
donated to the WSO to help with its
concert series, music enrichment
workshops, and educational outreach
programs, such as the musical cara-
van which will be brought to fourth
graders on Monday, April 19.

The featured homes will include a
19th Century Gothic Tudor, and an
updated Arts and Crafts Classic Re-
vival-style home, and unique ranch
house.

The latter home, in the Wychwood
section of Westfield, is known as the
�Bermuda House.� Its original own-
ers built it in 1939 as an exact replica
of their beloved second home in Ber-
muda. It has a stucco exterior with a
roof of white English ceramic tile.

The �Bermuda House� is also the
setting for this year�s raffle of as-
sorted gift baskets. A wide variety of
home accessories, from elegant pil-
lows to hand-painted furniture, have
been crafted and donated by local
designers and artisans for the raffle.

Contributors include H.M.

Reichlin Interiors, Nurdan Tezucar
of Westfield, Minion Associates In-
terior Design, Persnickety of Sum-
mit, Bedrosian�s Carpets of Summit
and Ellen�s Interiors, Emily Risko
and Ellen�s Garden of Westfield.

For the first time, the tour will
include a home decorated according
to the ancient philosophy of Feng
Shui, the Chinese art of placement.

Co-Chairwoman Deirdre Malacrea
said that in this home, guests can see
how the �strong color palettes trans-
mit the positive energy that is the
heart of Feng Shui, while comfort-
able furnishings, specially arranged,
achieve a sense of harmony.�

In the Arts and Crafts Revival
home, guests will view how the own-
ers have restored many of the home�s
features, such as its front staircase
and a stained glass window.

The fifth home of the tour is owned
by Judy and Fred Buehler, whose
former home was on the tour twice
before.

Their new house, on a secluded
street just across the Mountainside
border, was refurbished last summer
and features �a warm and welcoming
home,� according to Ms. Malacrea.

Tickets for the tour are $20 if pur-
chased in advance and $25 on the day
of the tour, and may be purchased at
various area outlets.

The outlets include Baron�s Drug
Store, Burgdorff Realtors, Coldwell
Banker Realtors, Lancaster Ltd.,
Music Staff, the Town Bank of West-
field and Weichert, Realtors, all in
Westfield; Patterson�s Interiors in
Mountainside; Irma�s Hallmark in
Fanwood; Richard Roberts Ltd. in
Scotch Plains, and Frog Hollow Gal-
lery in Summit.

Mayor Issues Proclamation
To Barbershop Singers

WESTFIELD � Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim recently signed and pre-
sented an official proclamation des-
ignating April as �Harmony Month�
in Westfield.

Accepting it was the �Friends of
Harmony Quartet,� which is part of
the Rahway Valley Jerseyaires Chap-
ter of the Society for the Preservation
and Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America, Inc.
(SPEBSQSA).

The national organization is cel-
ebrating its 61st anniversary this year,
and the Rahway Valley affiliate was
formed 51 years ago.

In the proclamation, the Mayor
commended the unit as being dedi-
cated to the enjoyment of the people
of North America through building
and encouraging close harmony
groups, and the encouragement of
harmony among all people of the
world.

To highlight Harmony Month ac-
tivities, the Jerseyaires will hold a

guest night at 8 p.m. on Monday,
April 26, in the First Baptist Church
Hall in Westfield, where the chorus
rehearses every Monday evening.

Men of all ages are invited to spend
that evening with the chorus and
learn more about the barber shop
singing society.

Founded in 1948, the Jerseyaires
includes 60 members from students
to retired citizens. Besides singing
for fun, the chapter performs com-
munity services and helps raise funds
for the Society�s national service
project, Heartspring, in Witchita,
Kansas, which helps adults and chil-
dren with afflictions that inhibit nor-
mal speech.

Funding has been provided in part
by the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

For more information, please call
(732) 283-0393 or (908) 754-3717.

HARMONIZING PROCLAMATION�A proclamation signed by Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim, center, was recently given to the Rahway Valley Jerseyaires
Chapter, designating April as �Harmony Month� in Westfield. Looking on,
pictured left to right, are: Jim O�Leary, tenor; Bill Ahern, lead; Bob Garrone,
baritone, and Dick Bodmer, bass.

Library Week Celebrations
Taking Place in Fanwood

FANWOOD � The Fanwood Me-
morial Library is celebrating National
Library Week through Saturday, April
17, with a variety of activities.

The Children�s Department will
hold a storytime today, Thursday,
April 15, at 3:30 p.m., featuring the
book �June 29, 1999,� by David
Wiesner. Children will also be given
passes to the New Jersey Museum of
Agriculture, where they can meet the
author.

This evening, a second workshop
session on �Introduction to the
Internet� will be conducted by Li-
brary Director Dan Weiss. from 7 to
8 p.m., in the upstairs area of the
library. The session will cover Internet
basics, browsers, search engines,
Internet safety, free e-mail and more.

The library will conclude its cel-
ebration with the beginning of a film
series. �Kiki�s Delivery Service,� a
lighthearted Japanese movie about
the adventures of a 13-year-old witch
and her pet cat living on their own in

a new town for a year, will be pre-
sented tomorrow, Friday, April 16, at
7:30 p.m.

Immediately preceding the film,
Brian Price will offer a brief talk on
Japanese animation and show a short
series of clips exemplifying the art.
Refreshments will be served.

Throughout the week, children
ages 5 through 14 are also invited to
enter a Kids Card Design Contest. In
mid-September, the library will issue
newly-designed bar-coded cards.
Youngsters are invited to create a
Kids Card.

Entry forms are available at the
library, and the deadline for entries is
April 17. Entries can be in full color,
in any medium. The winning design,
selected by a panel of judges by mid-
May, will be featured on the new
Children�s Library Card.

For further information, please call
the Children�s Department at (908)
322-4377, or the Main Desk at (908)
322-6400.

SUCCESS STORY�John Losavio, center, and sons Vinnie, left, and Nick,
celebrate the 60th anniversary of John�s Meat Market, located on Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains. The business, which opened its doors on April 17, 1939, has built
a solid reputation with several generations of customers for friendly service,
selling the highest quality meat available, and making a special effort to
accommodate the needs of its clientele.
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Colors Come Alive,

Artistry Thrives
At Elm Tree Gallery

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

One single step into the Elm Tree Gallery in
Westfield, and splashes of vibrant color, infec-
tious creativity, and inspiring images wash over
you, drawing your soul and your eyes around the
spacious 1912 historical building, which houses
some of the most innovative 20th century Euro-
pean and American masterpieces.

Although the walls and inviting spaces of the gallery are
robustly adorned with colorful paintings and sculptures, the
gallery was once the home of a Vaudeville theater that was
restored by Robin Parness,
the gallery’s brave pioneer
and creative voice.

“It’s really been a life-
long dream to be involved
in fine art,” revealed Ms.
Parness during a recent in-
terview with The Westfield
Leader.

The Westfield resident
described the gallery, lo-
cated at 116 Elm Street, as
containing a serious col-
lection of art, a “canvas”
itself, which originally con-
tained eight-foot ceilings
and was a commercial
space.

Ms. Parness explained
that the building was somewhat of a dark and dingy area prior to its bold
transformation, and has truly become “a grand, elegant space” with 16
to 20-foot ceilings.

“It’s exciting to
bring this level of
artwork to the
area,” she ob-
served, adding that
she believes the spa-
cious gallery with its
vibrant and enveloping masterpieces is
both welcoming and approachable.

While encouraging curious visitors
to embrace the artwork she offers, she
noted that people find the pieces re-
freshing and inviting.

The Gallery, which first opened its
doors nearly one and a half years ago,
exhibited American crafts and framed
prints. However, it now entices visitors
with strictly original artwork.

Ms. Parness, who was an art history
scholar, was proud to note that many
visitors to the gallery are not just art
connoisseurs or admirers, but students
who explore the artwork to learn from
the techniques and flavors of the artists.

The Gallery and its masterpieces
reach visitors world-wide through its

current web site, www.elmtreegallery.com.
In fact, Ms. Parness has been told by art lovers who travel to museums in Europe and

throughout the United States, that they find themselves returning to the Elm Tree Gallery
because of the unique artists which it features.

One such visitor, Norm Grunberg of Mountainside who recently visited a gallery in
Carmel, California, told The Westfield Leader, “We, for many years, have been looking for a
gallery in this area and never found anything like this.”

The satisfied customer added that upon finding the Elm Tree Gallery, he has subsequently purchased some
of the masterpieces and is “more than satisfied.”

Perhaps one of the most compelling pieces, “Man Supporting His Family,” by Drew Smith, may be

appreciated up close and personal in the gallery, or viewed
through its tall, inviting windows.

This steel and glass mixed media chair embraces bubbles of
glass with colored, mystical swirls, elegantly placed within the
niches of the structure. This piece is best explained by Ms.
Parness and is one of the many reasons why a visit to this
gallery is imperative.

Mr. Smith’s artistic furniture pieces are “crafted from heavy
epoxy coated steel, painted with exterior enamel and set with thick colored class,” according to Ms. Parness.

Some of the most profound and inspiring treasures of this gallery are the masterpieces of Alush Shima, who
secretly painted under Albania’s Stalinist regime.

He had described the themes and flavor of his paintings to Ms. Parness as “a passionate protest against the
stifling of artistic
freedom when the
only legal art form
in Albania was So-
cialist Realism.”

Many visitors to
the gallery and Ms.
Parness, herself
have described Mr.
Shima’s use of
color and tech-
nique as reminis-
cent of Vincent
Van Gogh and
Henri Matisse.

However, the art-
istry is so original
and innovative
that the family of
John Paul Getty,
Michael Caine and
President George Bush have fallen in love with his masterpieces and
acquired them for their own personal collections.

“Pink Flowers,” “Green Chair With Irises,” and “Albanian Haystacks,”
all created by Mr. Shima, are just a sampling of some of the pieces Ms.
Parness offers to her avid and inspired visitors.

Wyoming native, Shirley Wallitsch, is another artist to be featured
upon the
cream-col-

ored canvas walls of the
gallery.

“Corner Square (Fish
Truck)” and “Untitled”
are two landscape paint-
ings that depict the
bustle and spirit of city
life and its buildings
through a calm and se-
rene use of color.

Christine Hayman, a
California painter, pro-
vides architecture in an
abstract and simple geo-
metric form, layering
color in pieces, such as
“Ancient Echos.”

One of the most
prominently displayed
pieces, “The Ponderer,” was created by Edward M. Adams. While most artists
traditionally use brushes as their tools to depict their images, Mr. Adams uses his
hands, cloth, sticks and other equipment to craft his pieces.

With color that wakes up the visitor and textures that draw the eye deeper into the
painting, “The Ponderer,” is imaginative with a commanding presence.

On Saturday, April 24, from 7 to 10 p.m., the Gallery will host a cocktail reception
and one-woman show entitled “Contemporary Urban Views” with artist Shirley Wallitsch.

Whether one is walking down Elm Street on a steamy August afternoon or on a frigid Friday in February,
the Elm Tree Gallery will satisfy the most curious artistic eye, motivate and educate the most impressionable
scholar, and serve as a testament to visitors the value of artistic expression.

PROUD PROPRIETOR…Robin Parness, owner of the Elm Tree Gallery stands beside
one of her favorite pieces by Alush Shima, “Green Chair With Irises.” She opened the
doors to the Gallery one and a half years ago.

A THOUGHTFUL POSE…“The Ponderer” by Edward M.
Adams is one of his featured pieces at the Gallery.

COLORFUL CREATION...Alush Shima offers
another colorful piece, “Yellow Tulips on Chair,”
an oil on canvas at The Elm Tree Gallery

ENJOY THE VIEW...Visitors to The Elm Tree Gallery enjoy the view as
they stroll in and treat their eyes to a palette of masterpieces.

FLORAL FANSTASY...Oil on canvas masterpiece,
“Green Chair with Irises,” by Alush Shima.

COLLABORATING WITH GLASS...Artists Michael
Cohn and Molly Stone collaborated to design glass
masterpieces, “Hourglass” and “Roman Urn.”

PAINTED WALKWAY...Alush Shima offers “Village Walk-
way,” an oil on cavas piece at the Elm Tree Gallery.

A ROOM WITH A VIEW…An aerial view of the Elm Tree Gallery at
116 Elm Street. The gallery currently offers colorful and refreshing
masterpieces from artists Alush Shima, Drew Smith, Shirley Wallitsch,
Christine Hayman, Edward Adams and Vasily Kafanov.

Westfield Resident, Joseph P. DeAlessandro Grants
$1 Million To Culinary Institute of America

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - Preserving Italian
heritage and tradition is so crucial to
Westfield resident, Joseph P.
DeAlessandro, that he has gener-
ously donated $1 million to the Cu-
linary Institute of America (CIA)’s
up and coming Colavita Center for
Italian Food and Wine.

In a recent statement released by
the CIA, Mr. DeAlessandro ex-
plained, “I always felt that much of
the love in an Italian family is exhib-
ited around the oversized kitchen
table where most of the family gath-
ered.

“It is indeed a great honor to be
associated with a college which has

attained the international renown
and educational heights of the CIA.”

Mr. DeAlessandro told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that he believes the
Colavita Center will be “a major ad-
dition” to the CIA.

“They are very generous in what
they are doing,”
he noted.

The donor is
the President
and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of
Rutgers Casualty
Insurance Com-
pany and serves
on the Develop-
ment Committee
of the CIA. He is
also a Member of
the Corporation
at the Institute.

M r .
DeAlessandro is
also the founder
of the Town
Bank of
Westfield.

Mindful of his
Italian heritage,
Mr. DeAlessandro enthused, “I love
food, wine, and every association
with it.”

An Italian cook himself, Mr.
DeAlessandro revealed some of his
favorite and savory masterpieces
which include Osso Buco, cannolis,
and Pizza Rustica which he is proud
to create in honor of his mother.

He revealed that the Center will
feature large food preparatory kitch-
ens, a wine cellar with authentic Ital-
ian wines, and will teach “the art of
ceremonial foods for the holidays,”
as well as pastry making.

Preparations for the Italian mecca
are exemplary. The Center will be
the first of its kind in the United
States to be solely devoted to the

field and appreciation of authentic
Italian cuisine, wine and culture.

An 80-seat restaurant which will
be staffed by CIA students will be
included in the Center. Teaching
kitchens, lecture halls, and multi-
media classrooms are also antici-
pated features.

According to
Robert Lane, Vice
President of De-
velopment for
CIA, construction
of the Colavita
Center will not
break ground un-
til the spring of
2000.

In appreciation
of Mr.
DeAlessandro’s
donation, the Jo-
seph P.
DeAle s sandro
Dining Room will
be named in his
honor.

“It never ceases
to amaze me the
beauty of the
place (CIA) right

on the Hudson,” Mr. DeAlessandro
observed.

While admiring the fine educa-
tion and facilities of CIA, he added,
“I got to appreciate what they really
do there.” He was especially pleased
when the institution began offer-
ing baccalaureate degrees instead
of only associate degrees.

Mr. DeAlessandro stressed that
students at the CIA receive more
than an education based on the
culinary arts, but one which sup-
plies an understanding of economy
and the expenses involved in cook-
ing a certain dish.

For example, he revealed, a stu-
dent learns that a $4 pork chop
accompanied by fresh vegetables

and other ingredients cannot be
supplied at mere cost of $8. Stu-
dents learn how to balance finances
as well as flavors.

A strong education of a food’s
culture is also provided to students.

“They don’t learn about a loaf of
semolina bread but where it comes
from,” he explained.

Regarding his generous contri-
bution, Mr. DeAlessandro stressed
that the Institute is regarded as the
best in the world. After observing
the strides made by the CIA and the
educational benefits involved, he
decided, “This is something I would
like to help to be a part of the rest of
my life.”

He revealed that he has been
made a Trustee for life in the Insti-
tute.

Mr. Lane revealed that the
Colavita Center would encompass
18,000 square feet at a cost of $6.5
million.

He added, “It will teach our stu-
dents authentic Italian techniques
and instruct them about authentic
Italian cuisine and also showcase
the vast richness of Italy by way of
wine.”

Mr. Lane told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that Mr. DeAlessandro’s
contribution has been the second
largest received for the construc-
tion of the Colavita Center.

Calling Mr. DeAlessandro’s con-
tribution one of the “most personal
gifts to the school,” Mr. Lane con-
cluded that it will bring the Center
closer to its goal.

CIA President Ferdinand E. Metz
stated, “The Colavita Center for Ital-
ian Food and Wine will embody
Joe’s passion for authentic Italian
cuisine and represent the high re-
gard he has for his own Italian heri-
tage. We are grateful for his support
of our students and our college.”

Joseph P. DeAlessandro

PHOTOGRAPHIC  SPOTLIGHT...Jorge Lopez Suero will present his photographic
exhibit of train depictions entitled, “The New Station,” from Saturday, April 17, to
Monday, May 31, at Galeria West, 121 Central Avenue, Westfield. Pictured, above,
is one piece which will be featured in the exhibit.

Wardlaw-Hartridge to Present
Production of Bye Bye Birdie

EDISON � The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, located at
1295 Inman Avenue in Edison,
will present the musical com-
edy Bye Bye Birdie on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, April 22,
23 and 24, at 8 p.m. each
evening.

When rock star and teen
heartthrob Conrad Birdie is
drafted, his manager, Albert,
and Albert’s girlfriend organize
a nationwide contest in which
one lucky girl wins a farewell
kiss from Conrad on The Ed
Sullivan Show.

When Kim McAffie is picked
as the winner, Conrad’s entire
entourage moves into her
quiet midwestern town, much
to the chagrin of her ever-

irritable father and jealous boy-
friend. The result is chaos and
a series of romantic complica-
tions.

Among the cast members are
Matt Martinelli of Westfield, as
Kim’s jealous boyfriend Hugo.

The first three rows are lim-
ited to reserved seating. They
are available at a suggested do-
nation of $10, and may be ob-
tained in advance at the school.
Please call Betsy Herman in the
Admissions Office at (908) 754-
1882, Extension No. 155, for
further information.

General admission is also avail-
able on the nights of the perfor-
mance at the door, for a sug-
gested donation of $5 for adults
and $4 for students.


